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I T may not be unneceſſary to inform the Reader, 

that the following Reflections bad their origin 
„in a correſpondence between. the Author and a 
very young gentleman at Paris, who did bim the 
honour of deſiring his opinion upon the important 
tranſattions, which then, and ever fince, have ſo 
much occupied the attention of all men. An anſwer 
was written ſome time in the month of October 17893 
but it was kept back upon prudential confiderations. 
That letter is alluded to in the beginning of the fol- 
lowing ſheets. It has been fince forwarded to the 
perſon to whom it was addreſſed. The reaſons for 


the delay in ſending it were aſſigned i in a ſhort letter. 


to the ſame gentleman. This produced on bis part 4 

new and preſſing application for the Author's ſen- 
timents. 

be Author began a ſecond and more full diſcuſ- 

* on the ſubjeft. This he had ſome thoughts of 

| publiſhing early in the laſt ſpring ; but the matter 


gaining upon bim, be found that what be bad under. 


taken not only far exceeded the meaſure. of a letter, 
but that its importance required rather a more de- 
tailed conſideration than at that time he bad any 
leiſure to beſtow upon it. However, having thrown 
down bis firſt thoughts in the form of a letter, and 


it 


indeed when be ſat down to trite, having intended 


« a& 


ihn) | 

it fer a private letter, he found it difficult to change 
the form of addreſs, when his ſentiments had grown 
into a greater extent, and had received another di- 


rection. A different plan, be is ſenfible, might "be 


more favourable to a commodious DOE and dif- 


| tripaiicn of bis matter, 
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OU ate pleased to call again, and with 
ſome earneſtneſs, for my thoughts on the 
late proccedings in France. I will not give 
you reaſon to imagine, that I think my ſentiments 
of ſuch value as to wiſh myſelf to be ſolicited 
about them. .They are of too little conſequence 
to be very anxiouſly either communicated - of 
withheld. It was from attention to you, and to 
you only, that I heſitated at the time, when you 
firſt deſired to receive them. In the firſt letter I 
had the honour to write to you, and which at 
length I ſend, I wrote neither for nor from any 
deſcription of men; por ſhall I in this, My 
errors, if any, are my own, My . 
alone is to anſwer for them. 

You ſee, Sir, by the long letter I have WW 
mitted to you, that, though I do moſt heartily 
9 may be animated by a ſpirit of 

& rational 
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— liberty, and that 1 think you bound, in 


all honeſt policy, to provide a permanent Body, 
in which that ſpirit may reſide, and an effectual 


organ, by which it may act, it is my misfortune 


to entertain great doubts concerning ſeveral ma- 
terial points in your late tranſactions. 


You. imagined, when you wrote laſt, chat 1 
might poſſibly be reckoned among the approvers 


of certain proceedings in France, from the ſo- 


lemn public ſeal of ſanction they have received 
from two clubs of gentlemen in London, called 
the Conſtitutional Society, and the ee 
Society. {) 

I certainly have the honour to belong to more 
clubs than one, in which the conſtitution of this 
kingdom and the principles of the glorious Re- 
volution, are held in high reverence: and I 
reckon myſelf among the moſt forward in my 
zeal for maintaining that conſtitution and 'th6ſe 
principles in their utmoſt purity and vigour. It 
is becauſe I do fo, that I think it neceſſary ſor 
me, that there ſhould be no miſtake, | Thoſe who 
eultivate the memory of our revolution, and 
thoſe who are attached to the conſtitution of this- 
kingdom, will take good care how they are in- 


volved with perſons who, under the pretext of | 


zeal towards the Revolution and Conſtitution, too 

frequently wander from their true principles; and 

are ready on every occaſion to depart from the firm 
but cautious and deliberate ſpirit which pro- 
duced the one, and which preſides in the other, 
lere 1: Feed to auſmer the more material 
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'particulars.cin- 1 letter, I hall beg ele 
give you ſuch inſormation as I have been able 
to obtain of the two clubs which have thought 
as bodies, to interfere in the concerns of 
France; firſt aſſuring you, that I am not, and 
that 1 have never men ee ee of 
thole ſocieties. wn er Dao wot v1 MO {51 
The firſt, calling ieſelf the Contitutiviial 80 
ciety, or Society for Conſtitutional Information, 
or by ſome ſuch title, is, I believe, of ſeven or 
eight years ſtanding. The inſtitution of this 
— appears to be of a charitable, and ſo fat 
of a laudable, nature: it was intended for the 
circulation, at the expence of the members, 
of many books, which few others would be at 
the expence of buying; and which might lie 
on the hands of the bookſellers, to the great 
loſs of an uſeful body of men. Whether the books 
0 charitably circulated,” were ever” as chitirably 
read, is more than I know. Foſſibly ſeveral of 
chem have been exported to France; and, like 
goods not in requeſt here, may with you have 
found a — I have heard much talk of the 
lights to be drawn from ' books that are ſent from 
hence. What improvements they have had in 
their paſſage (as it is ſaid” ſome liquors are me- 
liorared- by croſſing the ſea) I cannot tell: But! 
never heard a man of common judgment, or the 
leaſt degree of information, ſpeak à word in 
praiſe” of the greater part of the publications 
men * ſociety; nor have their pro- 
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Eecdings been accounted, - exetpt> by , fome., of 
themſelves, as of any ſerious conſequende. 21 VED 
Tour National Aſſembly ſeems to entertain 
anch the ſame opinion that I do of chis por 
charitable club. As a nation, you xaſerved the 
whole ſtock af your eloquent acknowledgments 
for the Revolution Society; when their ſellous in 
the Conſtitutional were, in equity, entitled to 
ſome ſhare. Since you have ſelected the Revo- 
lution. Society - as the great object of your na- 
tional thanks and praiſes, you will wink me 
excuſeable in making its late conduct the  ſulye&t 


of my obſervations. The National Aſſembly of 


France has given importance to theſe gentlemen 
by adopting. .them; and they return the favour, 


Aſſembly. Hencefo | 
them as a kind of privileged: perſons; as no 
inconſiderable members in the diplomatic body- 
This is one among the revolutions which, haye 
given ſplendour to obſcurity, and diſtinction 
to undiſcerned merit. Until very lately I do 
not recollect to have heard of this club. 1 
am quite ſure that it never e er. 
ment of my thoughts; nor, I believe, thoſe 
of any perſon out of their own ſet. I find, upon 
enquiry , that- on the anniverſary. of the Revo- 
lution in 1688, a oh of * but of what 


TS 
churches; and cher afterwards: they” ſpent the 
day cheerfully; as other clubs! do, at the tavern, 
But 1 never heard tharrany+ public meaſure, or 
political ſyſtem, much lefs that the merits f 
the conſtitution of any foreign nation had: beeir 
the ſubject of a formal proceeding at their feſw 
tivals; until, do my. inexpreſſible - ſafpriztz 'Þ 
found them in à fort of public--capacity,) by a 
conrigratulatory addreſs, giving an aurhoritative 
ſanction to the proceedings n 
ſembly in France 3 

In the antient principles * — a td 
club, ſo far at leaſt as they were declared, 1 
ſee nothing to which I, or any ſober man, cout 
poſſibly take exception. I think it very probable; 
that for ſome purpoſe, new members may have 
entered among them; and that ſome truly 
chriſtian politicians, who love to diſpenſe bens 
fits, but are careful to conceal the hand whick 
diſtributes the dole, may have made them the 
inſtruments of their pious deſigns. Whatever 1 
may have reaſon to ſuſpect concerning private 
management, I ſhall. ſpeak of nothing as of a 
certainty, but what is public. * 

For one, 1 ſhould be forry- 1 be thought 
directly or indirectly, concerned in their pro- 
ceedings. I certainly take my full ſhare, along 
with the reſt of the world, in my individual and 
private capacity, in ſpeculating on what has been 
done, or is doing, on the public ſtage ; in any 
place antient or modern; in the republic of 
2 or the republic of Paris: but having no 
B 3 general 
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general apoſtolical miſſion, being a citizen, of a 
articular ſtate, and being bound up in a con- 
fiderable degree, by its public will, 1 ſhould 
think it, at leaſt improper and irregular, for me 
to open 2 formal public correſpondence, with 


the actual government of a foreign nation, with- 


our the expreſs authority of the een, un- 
der which I live. 

1 ſhould be ſtill more unwilling to enter into 
that correſpondence, under any thing like an 
equivocal deſcription, which to many, unac - 
quainted with our uſages, might make the addreſs, 
in which I joined, appear as the act of perſons 
in ſome ſort of corporate capacity, acknowledged 
by the laws of this kingdom, and authorized to 
ſpeak the ſenſe of ſome part of it. On account 
of the ambiguity and uncertainty of unautho- 
rized genera] deſcriptions, and of the; deceit 
which may be practiſed under them, and not from 
mere formality,. the houſe af Commons would 
reject the moſt ſneaking petition for the moſt 
trifling object, under that mode of ſignature. 
to which you have thrown open the folding- 
doors of your preſence chamber, and have 
uſhered into. your National Aſſembly, with as 
much ceremony and parade, and with as great 
a buſtle of applauſe, as if you had been viſited 
by the whole repreſentative majeſty of the whole 
Engliſh nation, If what this lociery has thought 
proper to ſend forth had been a piece of. argu- . 
ment, it would have fignified little whoſe argu- 
ment it it was, It would be neither the more nop 
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ne Ilg eonvinding on "account | wg, . the party. t 
came from. But wage is only a vote and reſolu- 
tion. Kands bolely on authority; and in, this 
caſe it is the mere authori of individuals, 
few of whom | appear. "Their figoatures. ought, 
in my opinion, to have been annexed to their 
inſtrument. The world would then have the 
means of knowing how many they are; who they 
are; and of what value their opinions may be, 
from their perſonal abilities, from, their know: 
ledge, their experience, or their lead apd auth 
rity in this ſtate. To me, who am but a plain 
man, the proceeding looks a little too refined, 
and too ingenious; it has too much the air of 
political ſtratagem, adopted for the ſake of giving, 
under an high-ſounding name, an importance, to, 
the public declarations of this club, Which, when 
che matter came to be cloſely inſpecbed, they 
did not altogether 10 well deſerve. It is a PO 
that has very much the complexion. of a fraud, . B 
I Batter myſelf that 1 love a manly, moral 
regulated liberty 'as well as any gentleman 0 
chat ſociety, be he who he will; z, and perhaps 
I have given as good proofs of my attachment 
to that cauſe, in the whole courſe of my public 
conduct. 1 think 1 envy liberty as little as they 
do, to any other nation. But I cannot ſtand for- ö 
ward, and give praiſe or blame to any thing 
which relates to human actions, and human con- 
cerns, on a ſimple view of the object, as it ſtands 
{tripped of every relation, in all the nakedneſs and 
— of metaphyſical abſtraction. Circum- 

B 4 ſtances 


5 
—.— (winch wich ſome | paſs. fop 
A give" in reality to every * pins. 
ciple its diſtinguilbing' colour, and diſcriminating 
effect. The eireumſtances are what render 
every _ and political fcheme beteftcial or 
noxious to © mankind, - Abſtractediy ſpeaking, 
—— as well as liberty, is good; yet 
could I, in common ſenſe, ten years ago, have 
felicitated France on her enjoyment of a go- 
vernment (for ſhe then had à government) with- 
out enquiry what the nature of that \ goyern» 
ment was, or how it was adminiſtered *--Can 
1 no congratulate the ſame nation upon its free- 
dom Is it / becauſe liberty in the abſtracqt may 
be clafſed amongſt the bleſſings of mankind, 
that 1 am ſeriouſly to felicitate a madman, 
who has eſcaped. from the protecting reſtraing 
and wholeſome darkneſs of his cell, on his reſto- 
ration to che enjoyment of light and liberty? 
Am I to congratulate an highwayman and mur- 
derer, who has broke priſon, upon the recovery 
of his natural rights? This would be to act over 
again the ſcene of the criminals condemned ta 
the gallies, and their heroic: deliverer, the me, 
payiic Knight of the Sorrowful Countenance. 
When 1 ſee the ſpirit of liberty in Caf 
ſee a ſtrong principle at work; and this, for a 
while, is all I can poſſibly know of it. The wild 
gas, the fixed air is plainly. broke looſe 3- but we 
ought to ſuſpend. our judgment until the firſt ef- 
ferveſcence is 4 little ſubſided, till che liquor 
by 9 and ny we. ſee- ſomething deeper 
than 


093 
than the agitation-of 4 troubled * 
faces; I af be talerably ſure, -belare I venture 
publicly to congratulate men upon a bleſſings 
that they have really received one. Flattey 
corrupts boch the receiver and the giver; and 
adulation is not of more ſervice to the 
than to kings. I ſhould therefore ſuſpend. mx 
congratulations on the new liberty of France, 
until I was informed how it had been combined 
with government z; with public force; wich the 
diſcipline and obedience: of armies 3 wich the cole 
lection of an effective and well: difribured reve- 
nue; with morality and religion; with the ſolidity 
of property; with peace and order: with civil and 
ſocial manners. All theſe. (in their way) are good 
things too; and, without. them, liberty is not a he- 
nefit whilſt it laſts, and is not likely to continue 
long. The effect of liberty to individuals is, chat 
they may do what they pleaſe ; We ought tu ſeg 
what it will pleaſe them to do, before we riſque 
congratulations, which may be. ſoon; turned into 
complaints. Prudence would dictate this in the 
caſe of ſeparate inſulated private men; but. lie 
berty, when men act in bodies; is per. Conſls 
derate people 'befare- they declare 
will, obſerve the uſe which is made of potoer; 
and particularly of ſo trying a, thing as. new - 
power in new perſons, ot whole principles, tem- 
pers, and diſpolitions, they have little or no ex 
perience, and in ſituations where thoſe: who 
appear the moſt ſtirring in the ſcene may PORT 
i che rea moyers, ” 
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All theſe conſiderations however © were below 
the traſcendental dignity of the Revoldtion 
Society, Whilſt I continued in the country, 


from whence I had the honour of writing 'to'you, 
F had but an imperfect idea of their tranſac- 


tions. On my coming to town, I ſent for an 


account of their proceedings, which had been 
publiſhed by their authority, containing a ſer- 
mon of Dr. Price, with the Duke wh Rochefan- 
cault's and the Archbiſhop of Aix's letter, and 
ſeveral: other documents annexed. The whole 
of that publication, wich the manifeſt deſign 
of connecting the affairs of France with thoſe 
of England, by drawing us into an imitation of 
the conduct of the National Aſſembly, gave me 
a conſiderable degree of uneaſineſs. The effect of 
that conduct upon the power, credit, proſperity, 
and tranquillity of France, became every day more 
evident. The form of conſtitution to be ſettled, 
for its future polity, became more clear, We 
are now in a condition to diſcern, with, tolerable 
exactneſs, the true nature of the object held up to 
our imitation. If the prudence of reſerve and 
decorum dictates filence in ſome circumſtances, 
in others prudence of an higher order may juſtify 
us in ſpeaking our thoughts, The beginnings 
of confuſion with us in England are at preſent 
feeble enough; but with you, we have ſeen an 


infancy till more feeble, growing by moments 


into a ſtrength to heap mountains upon moun- 
tains, and to wage war with Heayen itſelf, 
Whenever our neighbour's houſe is on fire, it 

cannot 


Cc an 
Fannot bo amiſs for the engines to play lt 
tle on our own. Better to be deſpiſed ſor too 
anxious apprehenſions, than ruined * ed con- 
fident a ſecuritꝛʒ. 

Sollicitous chiefly for Sh peace of my bob 
country, but by no means unconcerned for 
your's, I wiſn to communicate more largely, 
what was at firſt intended only for your pri- 
vate ſatisfaction. 1 ſhall ſtill keep your af- 
fairs in my eye, and continue to addreſs myſelf 
to you. Indulging myſelf in the freedom of 
epiſtolary- intercourſe, I beg leave to throw out 
my thoughts, and expreſs my feelings, Juſt as 
they ariſe in my mind, with very little atten- 
tion to formal method. I ſet out with the pro- 
ceedings of the Revolution Society; but I ſhall 
not "confine myſelf to them. Is it poſſible 1 
ſhould? It looks to me as if I were in a great 
criſis, not of the affairs of France alohe, but of 
all Europe, perhaps of more than Europe All 
circumſtances taken together, the French reyo- 
lution is the moſt aſtoniſhing that has hitherto | 
happened in the world. The moſt wonderful 
things are brought about in many inſtances by 
means the moſt abſurd and ridiculous; in the moſt 
ridiculous modes ; and apparently, by the moſt 
conterptible ' inſtruments. Every thing ſeems. 
out of nature in this ſtrange chaos of leyity and 
ferocity, and of all forts of crimes Jumbled to- 
gether with all forts of follies. In viewing this 
monſtrous tragi-comic ſcene, the moſt oppoſite 
paſſions neceſſarily ſucceed, and ſometimes mix 


with 


tay 


with each. other in the mind; alternate con- | 
tempt and indignation ; alternate laughter and 
tears ; alternate ſcorn and horror. 

It cannot however be denied, that to ſome 
this ſtrange ſcene appeared in quite another 
point of view. Into them it inſpired no other 
ſentiments than thoſe of exultation and 
They ſaw nothing in in what has been done in 
France, but a firm and temperate exertion of - 
freedom; ſo conſiſtent, on the whole, with mo 
rals and with piety, as to make it deſerving not 
only of the ſecular applauſe of daſhing Machia- 
velian politicians, but to render it a fit theme for 
all the devout effuſions of ſacred eloquence. A 
On the forenoon of the 4th of November laſt, 
Doctor Richard Price, a non-conforming miniſter 
of eminence, preached at the difſenting meeting: 
houſe of the Old Jewry, to his club or ſociety, a 
very extraordinary miſcellaneous ſermon, in which 
there are ſome good moral and religious ſen⸗ 
timents, and, not ill expreſſed, mixed up in A 
ſort of porridge of various political opinions 
and reflections: but the revolution in Franc 
is the grand ingredient in the cauldron. 
conſider the addreſs tranſmitted by the Re- 
volution Society to the National Aſſerably, 
through Earl Stanhope, as originating in the 
principles of the ſermon, and as a corollary from 
them. It was moved by the preacher of that 
diſcourſe, It was paſſed by thoſe who came 
reeking from the effect of the ſermon, without 
any cenſure or qualification, expreſſed or * 
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If, however, ; any of the _ gentlemen 2 
ſhall wiſh. to ſeparate , the ſermon from 
lution, they know how to acknowledge the 08 
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che . declaration of a man MA con- 
nefted with literary caballers, and intriguing 
philoſophers ; with political theologians, and 
theological politicians, both at home and abroad, 
I know they fer him up as a fort of oracle ; be- 
cauſe, with the beſt intentions in the world, 
naturally philippizes, and chaunts his Prophet 
fong in exact uniſon with their deſigns. 

- That ſermon is in a ſtrain which I believe 10 
bot been heard in this kingdom, in any of the 


pulpits which are tolerated or encouraged in 1 


fince the year 1648, when a predeceſſor of Dr. 
Price, the Reverend Hugh Peters, made the yault 


of the king's own chapel at St. James's ring with 
the honour and privilege of the Saints, who, with 


the. © high praiſes of God in their mouths, and 4 
ae edge fmord in their hands, were to execute 
#) on the heathen, and phat 
upon the people; to bind their Rings with 
e with fetters of iron *.” Few 
harangues from the pulpit, except in the days of 
your league in France, or in ihe days of . 


Jemn league and covenant in England, have ever 
breathed AR the ſpirit of moderation than 


bee als | TY LANES. 


. 
this lecture in the Old Jewry. tio 1 
ever, that ſomething like moderatio were vill⸗ 
ble in this political ſermon; yer Pollies 4 in 
the | pulpit are terms that have little 2 
No ſound ought to be heard in the church but 
the healing voice of Chriſtian charity. The cauſe 
of civil liberty and civil governinent gains as 
little as that of religion by this confuſion of du- 
ties. Thoſe who quit their proper character, to 
aſſume what does not belong to heath are, for the 
greater part, ignprant both of the character 
they leave, and of the character they aſſume. 
Wholly unacquainted with the world in which 
they are ſo fond of meddling, and "inexperienced | 
in all its affairs, on which they pronounce with 
ſo much confidence, they have nothing of politics 
but the paſſions they excite.” Surely the church 
is à place where one day's truce ought to be 
allowed to the diſſenſions and anicnoficies of. 
mankind,” N 

This - holy ſtyle, revives: Ar ej IR 8 4 . 
continuance, had to me the air of 1300 and 
of a novelty not wholly without danger. I do not 
charge this danger equally to every part of the dif- 
courſe. The hint given to a noble and reyerend 
lay-divine, who is ſuppoſed high in office. i in one 
of our univerſities ꝰ, and to other lay-divines < of 
« rank and literature,” may be proper and ſeaſon- 
able, though ſomewhat new. If the noble Seekers _ 
thould find nothing to ſatisfy their pious fancies, 


© — on the Love of our Country, Nov. 4. 178g, by 
Dr. nere | 
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 bortus Accus of diſſent. Kamen ee. a noble 
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| of. the national church, or in 
Variety to be found in the wells 
5 Warehquſes of the diſſenting congrega· 
tions, Pr. Price adviſes them to improve vpom 
non-conformity ; and to ſet. up, each of them, 4 
ſeparate meeting · houſe upon his own particular 
principles“. It is ſomewhat remarkable that this 
reyerend divine ſhould be ſo earneſt for ſetting up 
new churches, | and ſo perfectly indifferent con- 
cerning the doctrine which may be taught in them. 
His zeal is of a curious character. It is not for 
the propagation of his own opinions, but of any opi« 
nions. It is not for the diffuſion of — 
for the ſpreading of contradiction. Let the noble 
teachers but diſſent, it is no matter from whom or 
from vrhat. This great point once ſecured, it is 
taken for granted their religion will be rational and 
manly. I doubt whether religion would reap all the 
benefits which. the calculating divine computes - 
from this © great company of great preachers.” 
It would certainly be a valuable addition of non- 
deſcripts to the ample collection of known claffes, 
genera and ſpecies, which at preſent beautify che 


Abet ole diitke that mode of wortkip which zs fe. 
« ferĩbed by public a authority ought, if they can find =o wor- 
* ſhip' our of the church which they apptove, to ot un 
« ſeparkte warſois. for themſelves; and by doing this, and 
giving an example of 2 rational and manly worſhip, men 
«« of weight from their ran and literature may do the greateſt 

nn ve Si Dr. Price's Ser- 
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Auke, or a noble marquis, or a noble earl. by 


0 16 ). 


bold, would certainly increaſe and _diverlity the 
amuſements of this town, which begins to grow 
ſatiated with the uniform round of its vapid 
patios.” 1 ſhould only ſtipulate chat theſe new 
Aub. elne in robes and coronets ſhould keep ſome 
fort of bounds in the democratic and levellir 
principles which are expected from their a 
pulpits. The new evangeliſts will, I dare Jay, 
diſappoint the hopes that are conceived of them. 
They will not become, literally as well as figura- 
tively, polemic divines, nor be diſpoſed fo to drill 
their congregations that they may, as in former 
bleſſed times, preach their doctrines to regiments. 
of dragoons, and corps of infantry and artillery. 
Such arrangements, however favourable to the cauſe 
of compulſory freedom, civil and religious, may nat 
be equally conducive to the national tranquillity, 
Theſe few reſtrictions I hope are no great 1 of 
intolerance, no very violent exertions of deſyotiſin. _ 
Bur I may ſay of our preacher, * utinam nugis - 
* zote_illa dediſſet tempors ſevitie,” — All things. 
in chis his fulminating bull are not of fo, ine 
noxious a tendency. His doctrines affect our 
conſtitution in its vital parts. He tells che Revo - 
wün Sociery, in this political ſermon, that his 
majeſty © is, almoſt the erh lawful king in dhe 
« world, becauſe the only. one. who owes his. 
« crown to the choice of bis people.. As to the 
kings of the world, all of whom (except one) this 
archponuff of the rights f men, with all the: 
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| fore heither true nor falſe, or it affirms a m 'moſt 1 
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2 | 155 de | 
by, che Wee dre ee 0 is * 
der how they thay Act inte W Fo dels | 
oftolic* aiſllonarics 3s are to tell the 
are not lawful tings — That is the concern. 
It is ours, as a AGE? Intereſt of forte 1 
Ktioiſly to conſider the Tolidity of the 0% 


| N 5 updh which cheſe gentlemen 0 


a Hug of Great 'Bricain e to be entitled to foi | 
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Fo doctrine, as app plied to the er b dn 
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che Britin throne, either is nonſenſe, and og I 


2 dangerous, illegal, and uncon 
al” Pete. According to this Piri 1 
aach St p litics, if his majeſty docs 'not owe. 
crown, to the choice 'of his | people, he. 1s 0 
"Now nothin | Can be mote untfue 1 
crown of chis Kingdom is ſo Held 
by his tntheſty. nee if you follow their © 
rule, the" King of Great 'Britain, whonidit cer- 
rattly does not owe his High office to Any form 4 
of popular election, is in no reſpect better han 
the reſt of the gang of uſurpers, who reigi, f 
rather rob, all over the face of this our miſerable 
world, without any ſort of right or title to the 8 
allegiatite of their people. The Policy of this 


N ſo qualified, .is evident * 
c | 


69 


The propagators of this, political, goſpel gf 
hopes. their, abſtract principle (hein Prin 
chat a popular choice is neceſſary to he legal, ex 
iſtence of the ſovereign  magiſtracy), > 
overlooked whilſt -the, king of Great Brizain was 
not affected by it. In the mean time. tha gare 
their congregations would be gradually habitpas 
to it as if it were a firſt, principle admitted Withe 
out diſpute. For the preſent, it would only open 
rate as a theory, pickled in „ 
of pulpit eloquence, and laid by for h 98 
Condo et compono que mox depromere Poſſum. | 
policy, whilſt our government is 
reſervation in its favour, to. which it has.n 7 
the ſecurity, which it has in common with, all go- 
yernments, ſo far as opinion is ſecurity, n 
nne eln t 0 0 438 on 
- Thus theſe paliticians proceed, whilſt 1 little go 
tice. is taken of their doctrines; but when te 


come to be examined upon the plain 
their words and the direct tendency. of, 


doctrines, then equivocations and ſlippery cone, . 


ſtructions come into play. When they ſay the 
king owes his crown to the choice, df his, peo: 
ple, and is chereſore the only lawful, ſovereign 
in the world, they will perhaps tell. un they 
mean to ſay no more than that ſome of, che 
king's predeceſſors have been called t the 
throne by ſome ſort of choice ;. and thereſote he 
owes his crown to the choice of his; people. 
Thus, by a miſerable £ they hape 10 
r Sake propoſition ſaſe, by rendering it 


augatory, 


SPP F035 eee 


«© 3. 


FERRETS SRP BIG» 


ba 4 
B 


oo - 


A. 


tia) 
oghtory:/' They ate weldone e- abe aſylum 
they feek for their affenee, Boge der ate refuge 
in their folly? For if vu admit" ws! inter- 
pretation} how does a ds of leona 
from ' nar pen ricante'? "An | How ddes 
che ſettlement of the trown in the Nrunfwick 
line derived from James che Art; dome to le- 
gn monarchy, rather chan that of anx of 
the neighbouring countries? At ſome tine er 
other, to. be ſure, all the beginners" of dytiaſties 
. thoſe | who called them to go 
There is ground enough forthe opi- 
aa aa A Ge ee of Europe were; at 
remote period; electide, with more or fewer li- 
mitations in the objects of choice; but whatever 
— — have beem here or eiſcwbere, 4 
ears ago, or in whatever manner the 

. 


of England or rande ty have 
King of Great Britain is at this day 
a fired rule of fucceſſion, according to 
the laws of his eountry ; and whilſt che legal con 
ditions f the of ſoyereiguty are per- 
formed by him (as they are performed) he holds 
his 'erown in contempt'of the choice of the Revo- 
lution Society, h have not a fingle vote for | 
king amongſt them, either individually or col- 
lectiveiy ; though I make no doubt they would ; 
ſoon erect themſelves into an electoral college, 
if things were ripe to give effect to their claim. 
His majeſty's heirs and ſucceſſors, each in his 
12 order, will <ome to the crown with 
Ir ygarnmbasy (6, lat gon going 15303 wits 
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the . Mitel bis ; 
Majeſty has ſueceeded to that he wears)? [1s - +111 

Whatever may be the ſueceſs of evalion=mi ex- 
Flalting away the groſs errbr of fu hich ps 
poſes that his majeſty” (though be heftig it in 
concurrence with the wiſhes) owes lg #rown'te , 
the choice of his people, yet "tothitg ca eNde 
i I licit declaration; concerwing' the 
principle e right in the people to ehedſe, 
iel Ra 18 directly maintained, and tens 
7 — adhered to. All the oblique inſinuations 
concerning election bottom in this propoſition, 
und are referable to it Leſt the foundation of 
dhe king's excluſive" legal title ſhould / pafs ſor 4 
mere ramt of adulatory freedom, the political 
Divine proceeds dogmatically to aſſert , that by 
che principles of the Revolution the pbople of 
England have acejuired three fundamental rights, 
"al which; with him, eompoſe one ſyſtem and lie 
together in one ſhort ſentence; namely; thati we 
_ have acquired a right £512 haas 219 wel 18919 ye 
1. „To chooſe bur own governors bis in 
2. e caſhier them for miſcondoct · 
3. To frame à government forourſeven? 
This new, and hitherto unheard-of bft ef rights, 
a 1 made in the name of the whole people, 
de 4. to thoſe gentlemen and "their faction 
The body of the people of Englund have 
_ ho any PE In it. it. They utterly diſcaim it. They 
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- the laws of their; country, annoy — 
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vill rebſt che, practical aſſertioa of is Nichte 
lives and fortunes. ¶ They are bound ta doglg by 


very Reyolution, which. is appealed. to in fayour. 
the fictitious rights claimed by the af whic 


abuſes its name. {25 LI 1 6 5 S970 
-:. Fheſe-, gentlemen, of the. Old Sie 4 
their rcaſonings on eee [lo 

2 revolution hich happened in 


forty yeags before, and the late 8 DNR IE 
ſo much before. their eyes, and in, their hearts, 
chat they, are conftantly;4 copfounding;; all; the 
chreo together - It is neceſſary; that we. ſhould 
ſeparate hat they confound. We, mult recall 


tei erring kancien up che fr f the Revolutian 


which! we! revere, for the diſcoyery hof its. te 
principles. If the principles of the Rev - 


2688 ate any where to be found, it . ĩs in 
tutd called the Declaration Rigbe. In that. oſt 
viſe, ſobet, and conſiderate; deglaration, drawn ap 


by great lawyers and great ſtateſmen, aud, not: hy 
warm and inexperienced enthulaliy; not ane yord 


« to chodſe our oi gaverzars; 40. calbier chem for 
*miſcongutt;, and to form a government for ＋ 


* alva. Ai 35 tlie 56 Af De fl ni;h 
„This Declaration. dl Right (che 24h of the 3& 


ef William-pnd Mary, {eff 2. cb, 2.) ic the corner- 


- tone of our conſtitution, as peinfareed, explained, 
improved, and in its fundamental principles for 


ever ſetiled. It: is · called An act for declaring 
dhe rights and liberties of the ſubject, and for 
C3 % 


4 2) 1 
« fang the ſurceſton of the erm Iougill | 
obſerve; that theſe rights and this fucceſſon are 
declared in 1 el and een 
„ ofen 
A — ip this Flak a ſecond oppot · 
tunity offered ſor aſſerting a right of election to 
the crown. On the proſpect of a total failure of 
iſſue frgm King William, and from the Princeſs, 
aſterwards Queen Anne, the conſideration of the 
ſettlement of the crown, and of a / further ſecurity 
for the liberties of the pebple, again came before 
the legiſlature. ' Did they tliis ſecond time make 
any proviſion for legalizing the crown on the 
ſpurious Revolution prineiples of the Old Jewry-? 
No. They followed the principles which pre- 
vailed in the Declaration of Right; indicating 
with more preciſion the perſons WhO were to in- 
herit in the Proteſtant line. This actbalſd incbr- 
porated, by the ſame policy; our liberties; and an 
hereditary facceſſion in the ſame act. Inſteadꝭ of a 
right to chooſe our own governors, they declared 
that the ſuccgſton in that line (the proteſtant line 
drawn from James the Firſt) was abſolutely ne- 
ceſſary t for the peace, quiet, and ſecurity of the 
realm: ]) and chat it was equally urgent on chem 
c to maintain a certainty, in the ſucceſſion. thereof, 
*, to which the ſubjects may ſafely. have re- 
1 courſe for their protection.“ Both theſe acts, 
in which are heard the unerring, unambiguous 
oracles of Revolution policy, inſtead of coun- 
tenancing the deluſive, gypſey prediQions of 
#* right to chooſe our governors,” prove to 
a demonſtration 
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a demonſtration how totally adverſe the wiſdom of 
the nation. was from: turning 4 cafe of neceſſity 
into a rule of la u 
VUnqueſtionably there was at the Revolntion, in 
the perfor of King Wuliam, a ſmall and a tem- 
iation from the ſtrict order of a regu- 
lar hereditary ſucceſſion; but it is againſt all 
genuine principles of juriſprudence to draw 
principle from a law made in 2 ſpecial caſe, and 
regarding an individual perſon; Privilegium nb 
tranſit in exemplum.' If ever there was| ar time 
favourable for eſtabliſhing the principle; chat a 
king of popular choice was the only legal king, 
without all doubt it was at the Revolution: 18 
not being done at that time is à proof that d 
nation was of opinion it oughr not to be doneiat 
any time. There is no perſoti fo; completely 
ignorant of our hiſtory, as not to know, that che 
majority in parliament of both parties were ſo 
litde diſpoſed to any thing reſembling that 
principle, that at firſts they werte determinecł to 
place the vacant crown, not on the head! of the 
prince of Orange, but on that of his wife Mary, 
daughter of King James, the eldeſt born of the 
iſſue of that king, which they acknowledged as 
undoubtedly his. It would be to repeat a very 
trite” ſtory, to recall to your memory all thoſe 
eircumſtances which demonſtrated that their” ac- 
cepting King William was not properly a' eboitt ; 
but, to all thoſe who did not wiſh, in effect to 
recall King James, or to deluge their country in 


blood, and again to bring their religion, laws, 
08 rat and 
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and liberties into the pexil . they had juſt vſcapach 
it was an act of neceſſity, in the ſtricteſt moral; ſeinle 
in which-neceſlity, can be taken ft SN 
In the very act, in which for a time, and in 
a ſinglo caſe, parliament departed from» cho ſtrict 
order of inheritance, in favaur ol a prince, who, 
though not next, was however very (near in 
the line of ſucceſſion, it is curious —_— 
bow. Lord Somers, who drew the bill called 
the Declaration. of Right, has , comported: him- | 
ſelf; on chat delicate occaſion, It is curious 
to obſerxe with what addreſs this 
ſolution of continuity, is kept from che eye: 
whilſt all that could be found in this act of 
neceſſuy to countenance. the idea of an — 
tary. ſucceſſion is brought, forward, and 
wn made che maſt, of, by this great man, 
LA ya who followed him. Quitting 
ve, ſtyle, of, an. act of parliament, 
be nya, the =_ and, commons fall, to, 
8 N <jaculatign, and declare, 
nſider it “ Me A: marvellous, proyidenges 
«an 338 els .0 Cod $0,4hig, nation, 
755 a > ſaid majeſties. royal, perſops, 


happily to reign over us an the throne. of 
& their anceſtars, for which, from the bottom of 
ce their hearts, they return cir humbleſt thanks. 
64 and praiſes,” '—The legiſlature plainly had in 
view the act of recognition of the firſt f Qu 
Elizabeth, Chap. 3d, and of that of 9 
Firſt, Chap. 15 both acts ſtrongly declaratory 


the 1 inheritable nature.of de crown ; ad in fn in many 
* ©: ' 
een IS | Parts 


1 (obſerving alſo in this 5 T 
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parts they follow, with a nearly Iiteral pre. 
riſion, che words and even the form of thankſ. 
giving, which is, found in theſe did declaratory 
atutes.,>116,.o e 621 

The two m in the act of king Willi: 
did not chank God that they had found a fair op- 
portunity as aſſert-a right to chooſe their on 
much leſs to make an election the 
only Lawfel title to che cu. Their having been 
in a condition to avoid the very appearance of 


it, as much as poſſible, was by them confider- 
ed as a providential eſcape. They threw a polls 


tie, well wrought veil over every circumſtante 
tending to weaken- the rights, which in the me- 
horated order of ſueceſſion they meant to per- 
petuate; or Which might Furniſh a ptecedent for 
any future from what they had then 
ſettled: for ever. "Accordingly, that they Tight 
not/telax the nerves of their monarchy,” and tliat 

they might preſerve a cloſe conformity to the 
Practice of their unceſtots, as it apf in the de- 
claratory ſtatutes of queen Mary ' and queen Eli. 
zibeth; in the next clauſe they veſt, by recognition, 
in their majeſties, a!l-rhie legal prerogatives of che 
crown, declaring, that in them they are moſt 
« fully, rightfully, and intirely inveſted; incorpo- 
4 rated, united, and annexed,” In the Clauſe | 
which follows, for preventing queſtions, by rea- 
ſon” of any ptetended titles fo the croun, N 


fr ni has 1ſt Mary, Set 3. ch. l. 


1 

language, along with the traditionary policy of 
the nation, and repeating as from a rubrie the 
language of the preceding acts of Elizabeth and 
James) that on the preſerving « a certainty in the 
©-8vecessI0N thereof, the unity, peace, and tran- 
4 quillity of ne wot; wee _ 
depend. 

They knew they a Joubtfl Ge of ſucceſſion 
would but too much-reſemble an election; and 
that: an election would be utterly deſtructive of 
the “ unity, peace, and tranquillity of this na- 
tion, which they thought to be conſidera- 
tions of ſome moment. To provide for theſe ob- 
jets, and therefore to exclude for ever the Old 
Jewry dodtrine of © a right to chooſe our own 
*. governars,”. they follow with a clauſe, con- 
taining a moſt ſolemn pledge, taken from the 
preceding act of Queen Elizabeth, as ſolemn a 
pledge as ever was or can be given in favour of 
an hereditary. ſucceſſion, and as ſolemn a renun- 
e nee. 
Us: ſociety imputed. to them. The, lords 

1 ſpiritual and temporal, and commons, 
c in the name of all the people aforeſaid,. 

« humbly and faithfully ſubmit them/elves, their 
« heirs. and paſterities for ever; and do faiph- 
6 fully . promiſe, that they will, ſtand to, main- 
* tain, and defend their ſaid majeſties, and 
« alſa the limitation of the crown, herein ſpecified 
ee to che urmaſt of their powers,” 

fe n | FS 


t 
Fo far is it from being true, that we acquired a 
right by che Revolution to Hef our kinigs, chat 
if we hack poſſeſſed it before, the Engliſb nation 
did at that time moſt ſolemnly renounde ad ab 
dicate it, for themſelves and for all ' their '-pof- 
terity for ever. Theſe gentlemen may value 
themſelves as much as they pleaſe on their hig 
rineiples; but 1 never deſire to be thought a 
er wing than Lord Somers; or to uml erſtund 
the ptincip s of the Revolution better than thoſe 
by whom it was brought about; or to read in the 
declaration of right any miſterĩes unknown t thoſe 
whoſe penetrating ſtyle has engraved in ou? ortli- 
nances, and in our hearts; the words and ſpirit of 
tat imtnortal lam. raves] 
It is "troe that, aided with the powers dertyed / 
from force and opportunity; che nation was at 
that tie, in ſome ſenſe, free to take what 
courſe” it pleafed for fmling the throne; but onty 
free to "db "ho on the ſame grounds on 'which 
they might have wholty aboliſhed their mo- 
narchy, and every other part of their conftftution. 
However they did not think ſuch bold changes 
Within their commiſſion, It is indeed difficult, 
perhaps impoſſible, to give Hits to the mere 
alſtract competence of the fupreme power, ſuch 
as was exercifed by parliament at that time; but 
the limits of a moral competence, ſubjecting, 
even in powers more indiſputably Tovereign, 
occaſional will to permanent reaſon, und to the 
Ready maxims of faith, juſtice, and fixed fun. 
* damental policy, are perfectly intelligible, and 
* perfectly 25 


: 


1 
perfetly binding upon choſe who exerciſe. any 
authority, under any name, or under any title, 
in the ſtate. The houſe of lords, for'| mſtativey 
is not morally competent to diſſolve the houſs of 
commons; no, nor even to diſſolve "itſelf, nor to 
abdicate; if it would, its portion in the legiſla- 
ture of che kingdom. Though a king may ab- 
dicate for his own perſon, he cannot abdicate for 


the monarchy, By as ſtrong, or by a ſtronger 


reaſon, the houſe of commons cannot ſrenounce its 


| hare of authority. The engagement and pact of 


ſociety, which generally goes by the name of the 
conſtitution, forbids ſuch invaſion and ſuch fur- 
render. The conſtituent parts of a' ſtate'are'0+ 
bliged to hold their public faith with each other, A 
and with all thoſe who derive any ſerious intereſt 


under their engagaments, as much as. the whole + 


ſtate is bound to keep its faith with ſeparate com- 
munities. Otherwiſe competence and power 
would ſoon be confounded, and no law be left but 
the will of a prevailing force, On this principle 
the ſucceſſion of the crown has always been what 
It now 18, an hereditary fucceſſion by law : in the 
old line it was a ſueceſſion by the common law; 
in the new by che ſtatute law, operating on the 
Principles of the common law, not changing the 
ſubſtance, but regulating the mode, and deſerib- 
ing the perſons. Both theſe deſeriptions of law 
are of the ſame force, and are derived from an 
equal authority, emanating from: the common a- 
IN and er. pes of the "Fakes — 
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binding on King, and people, tog, a8 lor 15 hg wr 


terms are obſerved, and chey continue the. ſame 
body politic: ab o Aut -5tF e dh gi 
„It is far Fom.impaſible 50 reconcile, if we dg 
not ſuffer durſelyes to be entangled in the mazes of 
metaphyſic ſophiſtry, the uſe both of a fixed rule | 
and an;ocoafional e 3 che ſagredgęſs 9 
an hereditary, principle of fucceſſion in our, gor 
vernment, with a power of chen in appli: 
eation in caſes of extreme emergency. 155 in 
that extremity. (i We take the, "meaſure 18 WOK 
rights by oùr exerciſe, of them at the Reyolu- 
tion) che change is to be confined. to the. pe Ag 
part only; to the part Which produced the te 
ceſſary deviation; and even then it is 5 
effected without a decompoſition of N whe 
Sand puter maß, for. the purpoſe. of apier- 
r ciyil order out of he frl. glements 
ſociety., 9501915 . eq” Auch 
A ſtate without the: means, of bome changes 
without the means of its conſervation. Without 
ſuch means it might even riſque the loſs, of; that 
part of the conſtitution which it wiſhed the, moſt 
religiouũiy to preſerve. The two principles of 
conſervation and correction operated ſtrongly at 
the two critical periods of the, Reſtoration, and 
Revolution, when England found itſelf withour 
a kiog. . At both thoſe periods the natiom bad 
loſt, the bond of union in their antient edifice; 
they, did not, however, diſſolve the whole fabric. 
On the contrary, in both caſes they regenerated 
r ee part of the old conſtitution RO 


9 


« * 
dhe palts which were 15 rene, N 7 


theſe or parts exattly, as we were, 
part recovered might be "Tai 28 


acted by the ancient ' organized. 2 5 F 1 5 
ſh 


ape of their old organiza d by the. 
organic. "molecule of a a pay, At no. 


time, perhaps, did the 3 1 


maniſeſt a more tender regard to that fundamen-, . 
tal prineiple of Britiſh conſtitutional policy, than. | 


ar the time of the Revolution, when it deviate 

from the direct line of hereditary ſucceſſion, 
The crown was carried ſomewhat out of the line 
in which it had before moved; but the new line 
vas derlved from the ſame ſtock. It was ſtill a 
line of hereditary deſcent; till an hereditary de- 
ſcent in the ſame blood, though an hereditary, 


deſcent” qualified with proteſtantiſm, When the. 


legiſlature altered the direction, but kept che 
8 they ſhewed that they held it inyio- 
d 

On An principle, the law of inheritance, had 
admitted/ ſome amendment in the old time, and 
long before the zta of the Revolution. Some 
time aſter the conqueſt great queſtions aroſe 
upon the legal principles of hereditary deſcent. 
It became a matter of doubt, whether the heir 
Per capita or the heir per firpes was to ſuc- 
ceed ; but whether the heir per capita gave way 
when the heirdom per firpes took place, or the 
Catholic heir when the Proteſtant was preferred, 
the inheritable principle ſurvived with a ſort of 
* through all- CR Ta 
; eus 
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220 he 3 MY the * 5 e 
ſee nothing in that of 1688 but the; deviation 
from tlie \corffitution ; and thay take the 
deviation from the principle for the principle, 
They have little regard to the obvious con- 
ſequences of” their doctrine, though they, muſt 
ſce, that it leaves poſitive authority in very 
ſew of the politive inſtitutions of this oountty. 
When fuck an unwarrantäble maxim is, once 
eſtabliſhed, that no. throne. 1 lawful but che 
ele&tive, no one act of the princes who:-preceded! 
their æra of fictitious RN can be valid. Do 
theſe theoriſts mean to imitate ſome of their 
| eceſſors, who dragged the bodies of our 
avon foy ien out of the * of. their 
eotriby? D they mean 10 attaint and diſable 
backwards all the kings that have, zeigned be- 
fore the Revolution, and conſequently to ſtain 
[the throne of England with the blot of a conti ⸗ 
nual  uſurpation ? Do 4 5 mean to invalidate, 
anhul, or to call into queſtion, together with the 
titles of the whole ine of our kings, that great 
body of our ſtatute law which paſſed under choſæ 
whom they treat as uſurpers ? to annul laus of 
ineſtimable yalue to our liberties of a great 

palue 


! 
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. as any which, have aas en 6t 


* 


Race che period of the Revolutjon.tulf Kg, 


who did not owe, their crown, to the . 
their people, had no title, to; make., laws, what 
will become of the ſtatute de a{lagia-uan 
dendo ?—of the petition of right, ?—of the. ac of 


habeas corpus? Do theſe new doctors af the 
rights of men preſume to aſſert, that King James 


the Setond, who came to the crown as next of 
blood, according to the rules of 2 then unqua - 
Iified ſuccefſion, was not to all intents and pur- 
+ a lawful king of England, before he had 

one any of thoſe acts which were juſtly conſtrued : 


into an abdication of his crown? It he was Hot, 


much trouble in parliament might have been ſay- 


ed at the period theſe gentlemen commemorate. 
But King James was a bad king with a good 


ritle, and not an uſurper. The princes: who ſuc ⸗ 


ceeded according to the act of. 


which 


ſettled the crown on the eleftreſs Sophia, and on 


her deſcendants, being Proteſtants, came in as 
much by a title of inheritance as. King James 


did. He came in according to the! law, as. ir too 


at his acceſſion to the crown; and the princes . 
of the Houſe of Brunſwick came to the inhezicance | 
of the crown, not by election, but by the law, as it 
ſtood at their ſeveral acceſſions of Proteſtant de- 


ſcent and inheritance, as I hope 1 have ſhewn wal £ 


ciently. tt 
The law by which this 5d family, is, 
By Sol, 9,05, a 
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and 13th of King 
act bind * us and our Beirt, and our 
— to them, their heirs, and their e- 
rig; being Proteſtants, to the end of time, 
the ſame words as the declaration of ri 
had bound us to the heirs of King William 
and Queen Mary. It therefore ſecures both an 
hereditary” crown and an hereditary allegiance. 
On what ground, except the conſtitutional policy. 
of forming an eſtabliſhment to fecure that kind 
of ſucceſſion which is to preclude a choice of 


12th 
this 


the 
of 
in 


the people for ever, could the legiflature have 


faſtidiouſly rejected the fair and abundant choice 
which our own- country preſented to them, and 
ſearched in ſtrange lands for a foreign princeſs, 
from whoſe womb the line of our future rulers, 


were to derive their title to govern millions of 1 men | 


through's ſeries of ages? 
The Princeſs Sophia was named in "the act of 


ſettlement of the 12th and 13th of King Wil- 


William: "The term. 


liam, for a fort and root of inheritance to gur | 


kings, and fot for her merits as a tem 


and in fact did not, herſelf ever exerciſe. She 
was adopted for one reaſon, and for one only, 
becauſe, ſays the act, „the moſt excelle 

* Princeſs Sophia, Electreſs and Dutcheſs Dow 
« ager of Hanover, is daughter of the 19 55 
« excellent Princeſs Elizabeth, late Queen of 


« Bohemia, daugbter of our late ſovereign. lord 
« King James the Firſt, of happy memory, and 


n hereby declared to be the next in ſucceſſion 
D « in 


_— of a power, which ſhe might not, 


. * 
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© in the Proteſtant line,” &c. &c. ; © and, the 
© crown ſhall continue to the - heirs of her b 125 


ee being Proteſtants.” This limitation was made 


by parliament, that through the Princeſs So- 
phia an inheritable line, not only. was to be con- 
tinued in future but (what they thought very 
material) that through her it was to be con- 
nected with the old ſtock of inheritance in King 
James the Firſt; in order that the monarchy might 
preſerve an unbroken unity through all ages, 
and might be preſerved (with ſafety to our 
religion) in the old approved mode by de- 
ſcent, in which, if our liberties had been 


once endangered, they had often, through all 


ſtorms and ſtruggles of prerogative and pri- 


vilege, been preſerved. They did well, No 


experience has taught us, that in any other 
courſe or method than that of an hereditary crown, 


| © out liberties can be regularly perpetuated and 


preſerved ſacred as our hereditary rigbt. An ir- 
regular, convulſive movement may be neceſſary 
to throw off an irregular, con vulſive diſeaſe. But 
the courſe of ſucceſſion is the healthy habit of 
the Britiſh conſtitution, Was it that the legiſ- 
lature wanted, at the act for the limitation of 
the crown in the Hanoverian line, drawn through 
the female deſcendants of James the Firſt, a due 
ſenſe of the inconveniencies of having, two or 
three, or * poſſibly more, foreigners in ſucceſ- 
ſion to the Britiſh throne ? No! — they had a 
due ſenſe of the evils which -might happen from 
ſuch foreign rule, and more than a due ſenſe of 
them, 
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them t a "more decifive* proof cannot be 
| ity of bit TH conviction of the Bririſh, nas, 
non, that che principles « of the Revolution did 


not authorize them” to cleft FRG at — 


1t 


erer 


operating ih the utmoſt force upon, der 
minds. 87 


A few. years ago 1 ſhould be aſhamed to oyer- 


load a matter, ſo capable. of ſupporting itſelf, by 


the chen unneceſſary ſupport of any argument; 
but chis ſeditious, unconſtitutional, doctrine i 

now publicly taught, avowed, and printed. The 
diſlike I feel to revolutions, the ſignals for which 
have ſo often been given from pulpits ; the ſpi- 
rit of change that is gone abroad; the total 
contempt which 5 9.89 with you, and may 
come to Prevail with us, of all antient inſtitu- 
tions, when ſet in oppoſition , to a preſent ſenſe of 
convenience, or to the bent of a preſent incli- 
nation; all theſe conſiderations make it not un- 
adviſcable, 3 in my opinion, to call back our atten- 
tion to the true principles of our own domeſtic 
laws ; chat you, my French friend, ſhould begin 
to know/ and that we ſhould continue to che- 
rid them. We ought not, on either ſide of the 
water, to ſuffer ourſelves to be impoſed upon by 


the counterfeit wares which ſome perſons, by a 


an 


D 2 double 
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double fraud, export to you, in illicit battoms, 
83 raw commodities of Britiſh growth though 
"wholly alien to our ſoil, in order afterwards; to 
ſmuggle them back again into this country, 
manufaQured after the neweſt Paris e an 
+ improved liberty. —_ 
The people of England will not ape the 
faſhions. they have never tried; nor go back to 
thoſe which they have found miſchievous. on 
trial, They look upon the legal hereditary 
ſucceſſion of their crown as among their rights, 
not as among their wrongs; as a benefit, not as a 
grievance; as a ſecurity for their liberty, not as 
a badge of ſervitude. They look on the frame of 
their commonwealth, /uch as it hands, to be of in- 
eſtimable value; and they conceive the undiſ- 
turbed ſucceſſion of the crown to be a pledge of 
the ſtability and perpetuity of all the other . 
bers of our conſtitution. 25 

I ſhall beg leave, before 1 oo ang Fade, oh 
take notice of ſome. paltry, artifices, which the 
abettors of election as the only lawful title to 
the crown, are ready to employ, in order to ren- 
der the ſupport of the juſt principles of our con- 
ſtitution a taſk ſomewhat invidious. Theſe ſo- 
phiſters ſubſtitute a fictious cauſe, and feigned 
perſonages, in whoſe fayour they ſuppoſe you 
engaged, whenever you defend the inheritable 
nature of the crown. It is common with them 
to diſpute as if they were in a conflict 
ſome of thoſe exploded fanatics of ſlavery, who 
formerly maintained, what, I believe no creature 


now 


. Is 

6.2, Po 

now” tnaintains, * that the crowu is held by di- 
4 vine, hereditary, and indꝭfeaſible right.” Theſe 
old fanatics of fingle arbitrary power dogma- 
tized as if hereditary royalty was the only lawful 
government in the world, juſt as our new fana- 
tics of popular arbitrary power, maintain that a 
popular election is the ſole lawful ſource of au- 
thority. The old prerogative enthuſiaſts, it is 
true, did ſpeculate fooliſhly, and perhaps im- 
piouſly too, as if monarchy had more of a divine 
ſanction than any other mode of government; 
and as if a right to govern by inheritance were 
in ſtrictneſs indefeaſible in every perſon, and un- 
der every circumſtance, which no civil or politi- 
cal right can be. But an abſurd opinion con- 
cerning the king's hereditary right to the 
crown does not prejudice one that is rational, 
and bottomed upon ſolid principles of law and 

policy. If all the abſurd theories of lawyers and 
divines were to vitiate the objects in which they 
are converſant, we ſhould have no law, and no 
religion, left in the world. But an abfurd theory 
on one fide of a queſtion forms no juſtification for 
alledging a falſe fact, or promulgating miſchievous 
maxims on the other. 

The ſecond claim of the Revolution Society 
is “ 4 right of caſhiering their governors on 
« miſcondur?.” Perhaps the . apprehenſions our 

anceſtors entertained of forming ſuch a prece- 
dent as that of caſhiering for miſcond 
was the. cauſe that the declaration of the act 
n implied the abdication of king James, 


D 3 Was, 


„„ cif” 


D w ae, dt bet rk d8 


influenced the conduct of affairs at that great 
event, to make the Revolution a parent of ſet- 
tlement, and not a my of any” revolo- 
tions. | 199320 
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was, if it had any fault, rather too guarded, 


and too circumſtantial“. But all this guard, 


and all this accumulation of circumſtances, 
ſerves to ſhew the ſpirit of caution which pre- 


dominated in the national councils, in a ſitua- 
tion in which men irritated by oppreſſion, and 


elevated by a triumph over it, are apt to aban- 


don themſelves to violent and extreme courſes: 


at men who 


it ſhews the anxiety of the 


No government could ſtand a moment, if it 


could be blown down with any thing ſo looſe 


and indefinite as an opinion of “ niſconduct.“ 
They who led at the Revolution, grounded the 


virtual abdication of King James upon no ſuch 


light and uncertain a principle. They charged, 
him with nothing leſs than a deſign, confirmed 


by a multitude of illegal overt acts, to ſubvert 


the Proteſtant church and ſtate, and their funda- 


mental, unqueſtionable laws and liberties: they 
charged him with having broken the original 


contract between king and people. In was 


* 5 That Kiog James the ſecond, having 8 10 
* ſubvert the conſtitution of the kingdom, by breaking the 
* original contract between king and people, and by the 
** advice of jeſuits, and other wicked perſons, having violated 
*.the fundamental laws, and having withdrawn himſelf out of 


F* the kingdom, hath abdicated oa gavernment, and the 1 
ff is Ney vacant. 


more 
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more than miſcondn?, A grave and over - rul- 
ing neceſſit/ obliged them to take the ſtep they, 
took, and took with infinite reluctance, as under 
that moſt rigorous of all laws. Their truſt for 
the future preſervation of the conſtitution was 
not in future revolutions. The grand policy of 
all their regulations was to render it almoſt im- 
practicable for any future foverergn to compel 
the ſtates of the kingdom to have again recourſe 
to thoſe violent remedies. They left the crown 
what, in the eye and eſtimation of law, it had 
ever been, perfectly irreſponſible. In order to 
lighten the crown ſtill further, they aggravated 
reſponſibility on miniſters of ſtate. By the 
ſtatute of the iſt of king Willlam, ſeſſ. 24, called 
« the att for declaring the rights and liberties of the 
« ſubjett,” and for ſettling the ſucceſſion” of the 
et croton, they enacted, that the miniſters ſhould 
ſerve the crown on the terms of that declata- 
tion. They ſecured ſoon after the freguent meet- 
ings of purliament, by which the whole government 
would be under the conſtant inſpection and ac- 
tive controul of the popular repreſentative and of 
the magnates of the kingdom. In the next great 
conſtitutional act, that of the 12th and 13th of 
King William, for the further limitation of the 
crown, and better ſecuring the rights and liber- 
ties of the ſubject, they provided, that no 
« pardon under the great ſeal of England 
e ſhould be pleadable to an impeachment by the 
commons in parliament” The rule laid down 
for government in the Declaration of Right, 
na D 4 the 
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the canftant inſpection of parliament, the prac 
tical claim of mpeachment, they thought infi- 
nicely a better ſecurity not only for their conſti- 
tutional liberty, but againſt the vices of admi- 
niſtration, than the reſervation of a right: ſo 
difficult in the practice, ſo uncertain, in the iſſue, 
and often ſo miſchievous in the cenſequenncy as 
that of caſhicring their govyernors;”? 1.) - {4 - 
Dr. Price, in this ſermon*, condemns. very 
properly the practice of d adulatory ad- 
dreſſes to kings. Inſtead of this fulſome ſtyle, 
he propoſes that his majeſty ſhould be told, on 
occaſions of congratulation, that © he is to conſider 
te himſelf as more properly the ſervant, than 
© the ſoyereign of his people.” For a compli» 
ment, this new form of addreſs does not ſeem to 
be very ſoothing. Thoſe, who are ſervants, in 
name, as well as in effect, do not like to be told 
of. their ſituation, their duty, and their obli- 
gations. The ſlave, in the old play, tells his 
maſter, cc Hec commemoratio eft. quaſi exprobra- 
« 7jo,” It is not pleaſant as compliment; it is 
not wholeſome as inſtruction. After all, if the 
king were to bring himſelf to echo this new 
kind of addreſs, to adapt it in terms, and even 
to take the appellation of Servant of the People 
as his royal ſtyle, how either he or we ſhould be 
much mended by it, I cannot imagine. I have 
ſeen very aſſuming letters, ſigned, Your moſt 
obedient, humble ſeryant, The proudeſt domina- 
ion that ever was endured on earth took a title of 
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ſtill greater humility than that which is no pro- 
poſed ſor ſbvereigns by the Apoſtle of Liberty. 
Kings and nations were trampled upon by the 
foot of one calling himſelf * the Servant of Ser- 


ct vants; and mandates for depoſing ſovereigns 
were ſealed with the' ſigner of © the Fiſherman.” 
I ſhould have conſidered all this as no more 
than a ſort of flippant vain diſcourſe, in which, 
as in an unſavoury fume, ſeveral perſons ſuffer 
the ſpirit of liberty to evaporate, if it were not 


plainly in ſupport of the idea, and a part of the 


ſcheme of caſhiering kings for miſconduct. 
In that light i it is worth ſome obſer vation. 

Kings, in one ſenſe, are undoubredly the ſer- 
vants of the people, becauſe their power has no 
other rational end than that of the general ad- 
vantage; but it is not true that they are, in the 
ordinary ſenſe (by our conſtitution, at leaſt), any 
thing like ſervants; the eſſence of whoſe ſituation 


is to obey the commands of ſome other, and to 
be removeable at pleaſure. But the king of 


Great Britain obeys no other perſon; all other 
perſons are individually, and collectively too, 
under him, and owe to him a legal obedience. 


The law, which knows neither to flatter nor to 


inſult, calls this high magiſtrate, not our ſervant, 


as this humble Divine calls him, but * our ſou» 


ce reign Lord the King; and we, on our parts, 


have learned 10 ſpeak only the primitive lan- 


guage of the law, and not the confuſed Jargon « of 


their Babylonian pulpits. 


r 
obey 
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obey the law in him, our conſtitution has made 
no ſort of proviſion towards rendering him, as a 
ſervant, in any degree reſponſible.” Our conſti- 
tution knows nothing of a magiſtrate like the 
Juſticia of Arragon; nor of any court legally ap- 
pointed, nor of any proceſs legally ſettled for ſub- 
mitting the king to the reſponſibility belonging 
to all ſervants. In this he is not diſtinguiſned 
from the commons and the lords; who, in their 
ſeveral public capacities, can never be called to an 
account ſor their conduct; although the Revolu- 
tion Society chooſes to aſſert, in direct oppoſition 
to one of the wiſeſt and moſt beautiful parts of our 
conſtitution; that © a king is no more than the firſt 
« ſervant of the public; creed out 10 and Men- 
« ſihlè to it.” Nn 

III would our anceſtors at he Revolution n 
deſerved their fame for wiſdom, if they had found 
no ſecurity for their freedom, but in rendering 
their government feeble in its operations, and 
precarious in its tenure; if they had been able to 
contrive no better remedy againſt arbitrary power 
than civil confuſion. Let theſe gentlemen ſtate 
who that repreſentative public is to whom they 
will affirm the king, as a ſervant, to be reſponſible. 
It will be then time enough for me to produce to 
them the P ſtatute law which affirms Tt: _ 
is not. 

The ceremony of caſhiering kings, of which 
theſe gentlemen talk ſo much at their eaſe, can 
rarely, if ever, be performed without force. - It 
then becomes a caſe of war, and not of conſti- 
211, 3 tution, 


| ( 43 J 8 
tution. Laws are commanded to hold thelr 
tongues amongſt arrns;; and tribunals fall to the 
ground with the peace they are no longer able to 
uphold. The Revolution of 1688 was obtained 
by a juſt war, in the only caſe in which any war, 
and much more a civil war, can be juſt. . Juſta 
ee bella quibus nereſſaria. The- queſtion of de- 
throning, or, if theſe gentlemen like the phraſe 
better, caſhiering/ kings, will always be, as it 
has always been, an extraordinary queſtion, of 
ſtate, and wholly out of the law; a queſtion (like 
all other: queſtions of ſtate) of diſpoſitions, and 
of means, and of probable conſequences, rather 
than of poſitive rights. As it was not made for 
common abuſes, ſo it is not to be agitated by 
common minds. The ſuperlative line of de- 
marcation, where obedience ought to end, and 
reſiſtance muſt begin, is faint, obſcure, and, not 
eaſily definable. It is not a ſingle act, or a ſin- 
gle event, which determines it. Goveratnents 
muſt be abuſed and deranged indeed, before 
it can be thought of; and the proſpect of the fu- 
ture muſt be as bad as the experience of the paſt. 
When things are in that lamentable condition, 
the nature of the diſcaſe is to indicate the re- 
medy to thoſe whom nature has qualified to ad- 
miniſter in extremities this critical, ambiguous, 
bitter portion to a diſtempered ſtate. Times and 
occaſions, and provocations, ; will- teach their 
own leſſons. The wiſe will determine from the 
gravity of the caſe; the irritable from ſenſibility 
* $0'\ oppreſiion ; the high- minded -from- diſdain 
_ and 
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end indignation at abuſive power in unworthy 
hands; the brave and bold from the love of 
honourable danger in a generous cauſe: but, 
with or without -right, a revolution will be 
the very laſt reſource of the thinking and the 


The third head of right, aſſerted by the pulpit 
of the Old Jewry, namely, the © right to form a 
te government for ourſelves,” has, at leaſt, as 
little countenance from any thing done at the 
Revolution, either in precedent or principle, 
as the two firſt of their claims. The Revolu- 
tion was made to preferve our antient indiſ- 
putable laws and liberties, and that antient 
conſtitution of government which is our only 
ſecurity for law and liberty. If you are de- 
firous of knowing the ſpirit of our conſtitution, 
and the policy which predominated in that 
great period which has ſecured it to this hour, 
pray look for both in our hiſtories, in our 
records, in our acts of parliament, and jour- 
nals of parliament, and not in the ſermons 
of the Old Jewry, and the after-dinner toaſts of 
the Revolution Society. —In the former you will 
find other ideas and another language. Such 
a claim is as ill-ſuited to our temper and 
wiſhes as it is unſupported by any appearance 
of authority, The very idea of the fabri- 
cation of a new government, is enough to fill 
vs with diſguſt and horror, We wiſhed at the 
period of the Revolution, and do now wiſh, to 
derive all we poſlefs as an inheritance from dur 

forefathers, 
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forefathers. Upon that body and ſtock of inheri» 


' tance we have taken care not to inoculate any 


cyon alien to the nature of the original plant. 
All the reformations we have hitherto made, 
have proceeded upon. the principle of reference 
to antiquity; and I hope, nay I am perſuaded, 
that all thoſe which poſſibly may be made þere- 


precedent, authority, and example. cv 

Our oldeſt reformation is that of Magus 
Charta. You will ſee that Sir Edward Coke, that 
great oracle of our law, and indeed all the great 
men who follow him, to Blackſtone *, are induſ- 
trious to prove the pedigree, of our liberties, 
They endeavour to prove, that the antient char- 
ter, the Magna Charta of King John, was con- 
netted with another poſitive. charter from, Henry 
I. and that both the one and the other were no- 
thing more than a re- affirmance of the {till more 
antient ſtanding law of the kingdom, In the mat+ 
ter of fact, for the greater part, theſe authors 

appear to be in the right; perhaps not always: 
but if the lawyers miſtake in ſome particulars, 
it proves my poſition. ſtill the more ſtrongly; 
becauſe it demonſtrates the powerful prepoſ-- 
ſeſſion towards antiquity, with which the minds 
of all our lawyers and legiſlators, and of all the 
people whom they wiſh to influence, have been 
always filled; and the ſtationary policy of this 
kingdom in conſidering their moſt ſacred rights 
and franchiſes as an inheritance, _. 


* Sec Blackſione's + Magna Chart, printed u Oo 17596 
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N 
n the fimous law of the 4 of Charles 1. 
called the Petition of Right, the parliament fays 
to the king, © Your ſubjects have inkerited Fg 
tc freedom,“ claiming their franchiſes not 
abſtract principles * as the rights of men,” 32 
as the rights of Engliſhmen, and as a parrimony 
derived from their forefathers. Selden, and the 
other profoundly learned men, who drew this pe- 
tition of right, were as well acquainted, at leaſt, 
with all the general theories concerning the 
« rights of men,” as any of the diſcourſers in 
our pulpits, or on your tribune; full as. well as 
Dr. Price, or as the Abbe Seyes. But, for rea- 
ſons worthy of that practical wiſdom which ſu- 
perſeded their theoretic ſcience, they , preferred 
this poſitive, recorded, hereditary title to all which 
can be dear to the man and the citizen, to that 
vague ſpeculative right, which expoſed their fore 
Inheritance to be ſcrambled for and torn to Piers, 
by every wild litigious ſpirit. | | 
The ſame policy pervades all the laws which 
have ſince been made for the preſervation, of aur. 
liberties. In the 1ſt of William and. Mary, in. 
the famous ſtatute, called "he Declaration of 
Right, the two houſes utter not a ſyllable of * 
« right to frame a government for chemſelves. 5 
You will fee, that their whole care was to ſecure. 
the religion, laws, and liberties, that had been 
long poſſeſſed, and had been lately endangered. 
* Taking“ into their moſt ſerious conſideratian 
* * the beſt means for making ſuch an eſtabliſhment, 
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* . that their. religion, laws, and liberties, might 
ce not be in danger of being again ſubverted, 

they auſpicate all their Proceedings, ſtating 
as ſome of "thoſe 36% means, © in the firſt, place 
to do “ as. their. anceſtors i in like caſes have uſually 
% done for vindicating their entient richts and 
60 liberties, to declare; and then they pray the 
king and queen, that it may be declared and 
« enacted, that all and fingular the rights and 
> 'Pberties aſſerted and declared are the true an- 
& tient and indubitable rights and liberties of the 

& people of this kingdom.” 

You will obſerve, that from Magna Charta to 
the Declaration of Right, it has been the uniform 
policy of our conſtitution to claim and” aſſert 
our liberties, as an entailed inheritance derived to 
us from our forefathers, and to be tranſmitted to 
our poſterity ; as an eſtate ſpecially belonging to 
the people of this kingdom without any reference 
whatever to any other more general or prior 
right. By this means our conſtitution pre- 
ſerves an unity in ſo great a diverſity of its. 
parts. We have an inheritable crown; an in- 
heritable peerage; and an houſe of commons 
and a people inberiting privileges, franchiſes, 
and liberties, from a long line of anceſtors. 

This policy appears to me to be the reſult of 
profound reflection; or rather the happy effect of 
following nature, which is wiſdom without reflec- 
tion, and above it. A ſpirit of innovation is gene- 
rally the reſult of a ſelfiſh temper and confined, 
views. People will not look forward-to poſterity, 

who 
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who never look backward to their anceſtors, Be- 
fides, the people of England well know, that tho 
idea of inheritance furniſhes a ſure; principle of 
conſervation, and a ſure principle of tranſ- 
miſſion; without at all excluding a principle 
of improvement. It leaves acquiſitian free; 
but it ſecures what it acquires. Whatever 
advantages are obtained by a ſtate proceeding on 
theſe maxims, are locked faſt as in a ſort 
of family ſettlement; graſped as in a kind 
of mortmain for ever. By a conſtitutional po- 
licy, working after the pattern of nature, we 
receive, we hold, we tranſmit our government 
and our privileges, in the ſame manner in which 
we enjoy and tranſmit our property and our 
lives. The inſtitutions of policy, the goods of 
fortune, the gifts of Providence, are handed down, 
to us and from us, in. the ſame courſe and order, 
Our political ſyſtem is placed in a juſt correſpon- "” 
dence and ſymmetry with the order of the world, 
and with the mode of exiſtence decreed to * 
g body compoſed of tranſitory parts; 
wherein, by the diſpoſition” of a ſtupendous wil 
dom, moulding together the great myſterious in- 
corporation of the human race, the whole, at one 
time, is 'never old, or middle-aged, or young, 
but in a condition of unchangeable conſtancy, 
moves on through the varied tenour of perpetual | 
decay, fall, renovation, and progreſſion, Thus, 
by preferving the method of nature in the con- 
duct of the ſtate, in what we improve we are 
never wholly new; in what we retain we are 
never 8 
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nevir wholly "bbſalere; ''By ' adhering Ig this 
manner and on thoſe pttheiples to our forefuthers, 
we pt, rows not by the füperſtition of gnciqua- | 
by che ſpirit of philoſophie abalogy, 
in this choite of inheritance we have given to our 
frame of polity! the image of a relation in Hood; 
binding up the conſtitutſon of our country with 
our deareſt domeſtic ties; adopting our funda-, 
mental laws into the boſom of our family affec- 
tions; keeping inſeparable, and cheriſhing with 
the warmth of all their combined and mutually | 
reflected charities, our ſtate, our hearths, our ſe- 
pulchres, and our altars. : 
Through the ſame plan of a n to na- 8 | 
ture in our artificial inſticutions, and by calling in 


A} 


the aid of her unerring and powerful inſtincts, to 


fortify the fallible and feeble contrivances of 
our reaſon, we have derived ſeveral other, and 
thoſe no ſmall benefits, from conſidering. our » I 
berties in the light of an inheritance. Always 
acting as if in the preſence of canonized ſore- 
fathers, the ſpirit, of freedom, leading in itſelf to 
miſrule and exceſs, is tempered with an awful 
gravity, This idea of a liberal deſcent inſpires _ 
us with a ſenſe. of habitual native dignity, which ; 
prevents that upſtart inſolence almoſt inevitably 
adhering to. and diſgracing thoſe_ who are the 
firſt acquirers of any diſtinction. By this means 
our liberty becomes a-noble freedom. It carries 
an impoſing and majeſtic aſpect. It has a pedi- 
gree and illuſtrating anceſtors. It has its bear- 
ings, 99d its enſigns armorial, It has its gal- 


* * 
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lery of portraits; its : ee e e 
e procure 
ciple vpon which nature teaches us to revere in- 
dividual men; on account of their age; and on 
account of thoſe from whom chey are deſcended. 
All your ſophiſters cannot produce any ' thing 
better adapted to preſerve a rational and manly 
freedom than the courſe that we haye purfued, 
who have choſen our nature rather than our ſpe- 
culations, our breaſts rather than our inventions, 
for the great conſervatories and inkipatiies' of « our 
rights and privileges. 

Lou might, if you pleaſed, have profited of & our 
example; and have given to, your recovered free- 
dom a correſpondent dignity, Your privileges, 
though diſcontinued, were not loſt' to memory. 
Your. conſtitution, it is true, whilſt you were out 
of poſſeſſion, ſuffered waſte and dilapidation 
but you poſſeſſed in ſome parts the walls, and in 
all the foundations of a noble and veabrabls 
Faſtle, You might have repaired thoſe walls; 
you might have built on thaſe old foundations, 
Your: conſtizution was ſuſpended before it was 
perfected; but you had the elements of à confti- 
tution very nearly as good as could be wiſhed. In 
your old ſtates you poſſeſſed that variety of parts 
correſponding with the various . deſcriptions” of 
which your community was happily compoſed 
you had all that combination, and all that oppo- 
ſition of intereſts, you had that action and coun- 
t e in the natural and in un 13 
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deal world, from the reciprocal firuggle of af 
cordant powers, draws. out the harmony of the 
univerſe, Theſe oppoſed and conflicting intereſts,. 
which you conſidered as ſo great a blemiſh in your. 


old and in our preſent conſtitution, interpoſe a 


ſalutary check to all precipitate, . teſolutjons z 
They render deliberation a matter nat of choice, 
bur of neceſſity ; they make all change a ſub- 
ject of compromiſe ; which naturally begets mo- 
deration; they produce femperamenis, prevent - 
ing the ſore evil of harſh, crude, unqualified 
reformations; and rendering all the headlong 
exertions of arbitrary power, in the few or 
in the many, for ever impracticable. Through 
that diverſity of members and intereſts, general 
liberty had as many ſecurities as there were ſepa- 
rate views in the ſeveral orders; whilſt by preſ- 


ſing down the whole by the weight of a real 


monarchy, the ſeparate parts would have been 
prevented from warping and ſtarting from cheir 
allotted places. A 
You had all theſe advantages in your antient 
ſtates ; but you choſe to act as if you had never 
been moulded into civil ſociety, and had every 
thing to begin anew. You began ill, becauſe 
you began by deſpiſing every thing that belonged 
to you. Lou ſet up your trade without a capital. 
If the laſt generations of your country appeared 
without much luſtre in your eyes, you might 
have paſſed, them by, and derived your claims 
from a, more early race of anceſtors, - Under a 
pious predilection to thoſe anceſtors, your ima- 
| E 2 ginations 
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gimaions would have realized in them 2. 
of vittue and wiſdem, beyond the yulgar. practice 
of the hour: and you would have riſen, with che 
erample to whoſe imitation you aſpired. ReſpeR- 
ing your forefathers, you would have been taught 
to reſpect yourſelves, You would not have cho- 
ſen to conſider the French as a people of yeſter- 
day, as a nation of low-born ſervile wretches 


until the emancipating year of 1789. In prder to 


Furniſh, at the expence of your honour, an excuſe 
to your apologiſts here for ſeveral enormities of 
yours, you would not have been content to be 
repreſented as a gang of Maroon ſlaves, ſuddenly 


broke looſe from the houſe of bondage, and there- ; | 


fore to be pardoned for your abuſe of the liberty. 
to which you were not accuſtomed and ill fitted. 


Would it not, my worthy friend, have been wiſer Z 
to have you. thought, what I, for one, always x 


thought you, a generous and gallant nation, log 
miſled to your diſadvantage. by your high and 
romantic ſentiments of fidelity, honour, and loy- 

alty ; that events had been unfavourable to you, 
but that you were not enſlaved through any illi- 
beral, or ſervile diſpoſition ;. that in your moſt de- 
voted ſubmiſſion, you were actuated by a, prin- 
ciple of public ſpirit, and that it was your coun- 
try you worſhipped, in the perſon of your king : 
Had you made it to be underſtood, that in the 
deluſion, of this amiable. error you had gone 
further than your wiſe anceſtors ; that you were 
reſolved to reſume your ancient Privileges, whilſt 
you preſerved the ſpirit of your, ancient and your 
recent 
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recent loyalty and bendur; or, if diffident of 


Cog tad not cleutly diſcerning the almoſt 


obliterated” conftitution of your: aànceſtors, you 
had locked to your heighbours in this land, who 
had kept alte the ancient principles and models 
of the old common law of Europe meliorated 
and adapted to its pteſt nr ſtate hy follbwiag wiſr 
examples you would have given new examples af 
wiſdom to the world. Tou would Have rendered 
the cauſe of liberty venerable! in the eyes of 
every worthy mind in every nation. Tou would 


Have ſhatmed deſpotiſm from the earth, by ſhews- 


ing ther freedom was not only reconcileable; but 
as, When welt diſciplined it is, auxiliary to law. 
You would Have had an uneppreſſive but à pro- 
ductive revenue. Lou would have had a flow- 
riſhing commerce to feed it. You would have 
had a free conſtitution ; a potent monarchy 7/8 
diſciplined army; à "reformed and venerated 


clergy ; a mitigated but fpiriced nobifteyg co 


lead your 'virtue, not to overlay it; you would 
have had'a Hberal order of commons, to emu- 
late ad to recruit that nobility; you would have 
bad 4 protected, ſatisfſed, laborious, and obe- 
dient people, taught to ſeek and to recognize 
the happineſs that is to be ſound by virtue in 


all conditions; in which conſiſts the true moral 


equality of mankind, and bot in that monſtrous 
fiction, which, by inſpiring falſe ideas and vain 
expectations into men deſtined to travel in the 


obſcure walk of laborious life, ſerves only to 


aggravate. and imbitter that real inequality, 
ny” OO 
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which it never can remove; and which thę. or- 


der of civil life eſtabliſhes as much for the be- 


nefit of thoſe whom it mult leave in an humble 
ſtate, as thoſe whom it is able to exalt to a con- 
dition more ſplendid, but not more happy. You 
had a ſmooth and eaſy career of felicity and 
glory laid open to you, beyond any thing re- 
corded in the hiſtory of the world; but you have 

thewn that difficulty is good for man. 
Compute your gains: ſce what is got by thoſe 
extravagant and preſumptuous ſpeculations which 
have taught yaur leaders to deſpiſe all their pre- 
deceſſors, and all their contemporaries, and even 
to deſpiſe themſclves, until the moment in 
which they became truly deſpicable. By fol- 
lowing thoſe falſe lights, France has bought 
undiſguiſed calainitics at a higher price than any 
nation has purchaſed the moſt unequiyocal bleſ- 
fings! France has bought poverty by crime 
France has not ſacrificed her virtue to her in- 
tereſt; but ſne has abandoned her intereſt, that 
ſhe might proſtitute her virtue, All other nations 
have begun the fabric of a_ new goyernment, 
or the reformation of an old, by eſtabliſhi 
originally, or by enforcing with greater exactne 
ſome rites or other of religion. All other people 
have laid the foundations of civil freedom in 
ſever-r manners, and a ſyſtern of a more auſtere 
and maſculine morality. France, when ſhe let 
looſe the reins of regal authority, doubled the 
licence, of a ferocious diſſoluteneſs in manners, 
pad ol an inſolent irreligion 1 in opinions and prac- 
tices z 
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tices; and has extended through all ratiks'6f 
life, as if ſne were communicating ſome privi- 
lege, or laying open ſome ſecluded” benefit, all 
the unhappy corruptions that uſually were” the 
diſeaſe of wealth and power. This is one of the 

new principles of equality in France; 
France, by the perfidy of her leaders, has utterly 
diſgraced the tone of lenient council in the cabi- 
nets of princes, and diſatmed it of its moſt potent 
topics. She has ſanctified the dark ſuſpicious 
maxims of tyrannovs diſtruſt; and taught kings 


to tremble at (what will hereafter be called) the 


deluſive plauſibilities, of moral politicians. Sove- 
reigns will conſider thoſe who adviſe them to 
place an unlimited confidence in their people, as 
ſubverters of their thrones; as traitors who 
aim at their deſtruction, by leading their eaſy 
good nature, under ſpecious pretences, to admit 
combinations of bold and faithleſs men into a 
participation of their power. This alone (if there 
were nothing elſe) is an irreparable calamity to 
you and to mankind. Remember that your par- 
liament of Paris told your king, that in calling 


the ſtates together, he had nothing to fear but the 


prodigal exceſs of their zeal in providing for the 
ſupport of the throne. It is right that theſe 
men ſhould hide their heads. It is right that they 
ſhould bear their part in the ruin which their 
counſel has brought on their ſovereign and their 
country. Such ſanguine declarations tend to 
lull authority aſleep; to encourage it raſhly to 
engage in perilous adventures of untried policy: 

| | E 4 to 
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60 neglect thoſe proviſions, preparations, N and 
precautions, which diſtiaguiſn bene volence from 
imbecillity ; and without which no man can 
anſwer for the ſalutary effect of any abſtract plan 
of government or of freedom. For want of theſe, 
they have ſeen the medicine of the ſtate corrupted 
into its poiſon, They have ſeen the Freneh rebel 
againſt a mild and lawful: monarch, with-more 
fury, outrage, and: inſult, than ever any people 
has been known to riſe againſt. the tnoſt illegal 
uſurper, or the moſt, ſanguinary tyrant. Their 
re ſiſtance was made to conce ſſion; their revolt 
was from protection; their blow was aimed at 
an hand n out graces, N om _ 
p Pirie | 

Ibis way . The. reſt, is 1 en | 
They have found their puniſhment in their ſuc- 
ceſs.. Laws - overturned ; tribunals ; ſubverted ; 
induſtry without vigour z commerce expiring: 
che revenue unpaid. yet the people impowe·- 
riſhed 3 à church pillaged, and a ſtate not fe- 
lieved ; civil and military anarchy made che 
conſtitution of the kingdom; every thing hu- 
man and divine ſacrificed to the idol of pub- 
lie credit, and national bankruptey the conſt- 
quence ; and to crown all, the paper ſeturities of 
new, precarious, tottering power, the diſcredit- 
ed paper ſecurities of impoveriſhed: fraud, and 
beggared rapine, held out as a currency for the 
ſupport of an empire, in lien of the two grext 
recognized ſpecies that ropreſent the laſting con- 
- ventional credit of mankind, which diſappeared 


and 


a 
- 
c 
1 
] 


War. 


yy * e 


(08920) 
and hid theriſelves in the earth from whence they 


ente, wen tho principle of property, whoſe. N- 
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Were all theſe dreadful things necedary b were 
* che inevitable reſolts of the deſperate 
euggle of determined patriots, eompelled to 
wade through blood and tomult, to the quiet 


ſhore of a tranquil and proſperous liberty? No! 


nothing like it. The freſh ruins of France, 
which ffrock our feelings wherever we can turn 
out eyes, are not the devaſtation- of civil war; 
they are the ſad but inſtructive monuments of 
raſh and ignorant counſel in time of profound 
peace. They are the diſplay of inconſiderate and 

ous; becaufe unreſiſted and irfefiſtible 
authority, The perſons who have thus fquan- 
dered away the precious treaſure of theif crimes, 
the perſons Who have made this prodigal and 
wild waſte of public evils (the laſt ſtake referved 
for the ultimate ranſom of che ſtate) have tnet in 
their progreſs with little, or rather with no oppo- 


 Mion at all. Their whole march was more like 


a triumphal proceffion than the progreſs of 2 
Their pioneers have gone before them, 


and demofiſhed- and laid every thibg level at 
their fret. Not one drop of tbrir blood have 
they ſhed in che'eaoſe of the country they have 
rumed. They have made no facrifices to their 


projects of greater conſequence than their ſhoe- 


RENE whilſt they were impriſoning their keitzg, 
murdering 


1889 
murdering their fellow citizens, and bathing in 
tears, and plunging in poverty and diſtreſs, thou- 
ſands of worthy men and worthy families. Their 
cruelty has not even been the baſe reſult of fear. 
It has been the effect of their ſenſe of perfect 
ſafety, in authorizing treaſons, robberies, rapes, 
aſſaſſinations, ſlaughters, and burnings through- 
out their harraſſed land. But the cauſe of all was 
plain from the beginning. 

This unforced choice, this fond een of 
evil, would: appear perfectly unaccountable, if we 
did not conſider the compoſition of the National 
Aſſembly; I do not mean its formal conſtitution, 
which, as it now ſtands, is exceptionable enough, 
but the materials of which in a great meaſure it is 
compoſed, which is of ten thouſand times, greater 
conſequence than all the formalities in the world, 
If we were to know nothing of this Aſſembly, but 
by its title and function, no colours could paint 
to the imagination any thing more venerable, . In 
that light the mind of an enquirer, ſubdued by 
ſuch, an awful image as that of the virtue and 
wiſdom of a whole people collected into a. fo- 
cus, would pauſe and heſitate in condemning 
things even of the very worſt aſpe&t, Inſtead of 
blameable, they would appear only myſterious. 
But no name, no power, no function, no artificial 
inſtitution ,, whatſoever, can make the men of 
whom any ſyſtem of authority is compoſed, any 
other than. God, and nature, and education, and 
their habits of life have made them. Capacities 


Sil beyond 
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beyond: theſe. the people have not to give. Virtue 
and wiſdom may be the objects of 'their:chaice; 
but their choice confers neither the one nor the 
other on thoſe upon whom they lay their ordaimng 
hands, They have not the engagement of nature, 
they have not the promile of revelation WEE 
ſuch powers. : 

After I had read over the liſt of ah; ne 
and deſcriptions elected into the Ti Trat, 
nothing which they afterwards did could appear 
aſtoniſhing. Among them, indeed; I faw ſome 
of known rank ; ſome of ſhining talenrs; 'but of 
any practical experience in the ſtate, not one man 
was to be found. The beſt were only men of 
theory. But whatever the diſtinguiſhed few'may 
have been, it is the ſubſtance and maſs of the body 
which conſtitutes its character, and muſt finally 
determine its direction. In all bodies,” thoſe 
who will lead, muſt alſo, in a conſiderable degree} 
follow, © They muſt conform their propoſitions 


to the taſte, talent, and diſpoſition of thoſe whom 


they wiſh to conduct: therefore, if an Aſſembly 
is viciouſſy or feebly compoſed in a very great 
part of it, nothing but ſuch a ſupreme degree of 
virtue as very rarely appears in the world, and 
for that reaſon cannot enter into calculation, will 
prevent the men of talents diſſeminated through 
it from becoming only the expert inſtruments of 
abſurd projects ! If what is the more likely event, 
inſtead of that unuſual degree of virrue, they 
ſhould' be actuated by finiſter ambition and a luſt 


of meretricious glory, then the feeble part of the 
Aſſembly, 


| (, 69, 3, 
Aſſembly, to whom at firſt they conform, becomes 
in its turn the dupe and inſtrument of th Up delig NS. 
In this political traffick ' the leaders will 955 
| obliged to bow to the! ignorance of theif followers, 
and the followers to become ſubleryient to o the 
worſt deſigns of their leaders, © 
To ſecure any degree of fobjiery in the 
propoſitions made by the leaders in any public 
aſſembly, they ought to reſpect, in ſome degree 
perhaps to fear, thoſe whom they conduct. To 
be led any otherwiſe than blindly, the follow- 
ers muſt be qualified, if not for actors, at leaſt 
for judges; they muſt alſo be judges of natural 
weight, and authority. Nothing can ſecure a 
ſteady and moderate conduct in ſuch alſemblies, 
but that the body of them ſhould be reſps ably 
compoſed, in point of condition i in life, 0 perma- 
nent; property, of education, and of ſuch habits 
as enlarge and liberalize the underſtanding FE 
In the calling of the ſtates 1 of 
Franc the firſt; thing which Gesc me, was 
4 great departure from the antient courſe, 
1 found the repreſentatian for the Third Eſtate 
compoſed of ſix. hundred perſons, They were 
equal in number to the repreſentatives. of both 
the other orders. If the orders were to act 
ſeparately, the number would not, beyond 
the conſideration of the expence, be of much 
moment. But when it became apparent that 
the three orders were to be melted down 
into one, the policy and neceſſary effect of this 
numerous repreſentation became obvious. A 
5 | : very 


the hands of the third. In fact, the whole power 
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Mis ball . deten from. then of i tl de othet | 
two: orders muſt; throw the power of both, into 


of the ſtate was ſaon reſolved into that body. Irs 
due compoſition became therefore of infigicely the 
greater importance. 

Judge, Sir, of my ſurpriae, when I found thats 
very great proportion of the Aﬀembly (a majori- 
ty, I believe, of the members who attended) was 
compoſed of practitioners in the law, It was 
compoſed not of diſtinguiſhed magiſtrates, who 
had given pledges to their country of their 
ſcience, prudence, and integrity; not of lead- 
ing advocates, the glory of the bar ; not of re- 
nowned , profeſſors in univerſities j — but for the 
far greater part, as it muſt in ſuch a nuth- 
ber, of the inferior, unlearned, mitchanical, 
merely inſtrumental members of the Profeſſion, 
There were diſtinguiſhed exceptions ; but the 

eral compoſition , was of obſcure provincial 
advocates, of ſtewards of petty local juriſdie. 
tions, country artornies, notaries, and the Whole 
train of the miniſters of municipal litigation, rhe 
fomentors and condoctors of the petty war A 
village vexation, From the moment I read the 
liſt I faw diſtiactiy, and very nearly as ĩt has _— 
pened, all that was to follow. 199816 y 
The degree of eſtimation in which 209 nds 


frmon is held becomes the ſtandard of the eſti- 


mation in which the profeſſors hold themſelves. 


Whatever Ws eon merits of * indivi- 
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dual lawyers might have been, ind in maß 
it was undoubtedly very confiderable, in that” 
military kingdom, no part of the profeſſion had 
been much regarded, except the higheſt of all, 
who often united to their profeſſional offices great 
family ſplendour, and were inveſted with great! 
power and authority. Theſe certainly were 
bighly reſpected, and even with no ſmall degree 
of awe, The next rank was not much efteemed ; 
the mechanical part was ia a very low degree of | 
repute, | 

Whenever the ſupreme authority is inveſted 
in a body ſo compoſed, it muſt evidently 
produce the conſequences of ſupreme authority 
placed in the hands of men not taught ha- 
bitually to reſpect themſelves; who had no pre- 
yious fortune in character at ſtake; who could 
not be expected to bear with moderation, or to 
conduct with diſcretion, a power which they 
themſelves, more than any others, muſt be 
ſurprized to find in their hands. Who could 
flatter himſelf that theſe men, ſuddenly, and, as 
it were, by enchantment, ſnatched from the 
humbleſt rank of ſubordination, would not be in- 
toxicated with their unprepared greatneſs? Who' 
could conceive, that men who are habitually 
meddling, daring, ſubtle, active, of litigious 
diſpoſitions and unquiet minds, would eafily 
fall back into their old condition of obſcure 
contention, and laborious, low, unprofitable 
chicane? Who could doubt but that, at any 
6 ; | * 91002 CAPE 
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expence to ;the ſtare, of which they underſtood 
nothing, they muſt purſue their private intereſts, 
which they underſtood but too well ? It was not 
an event depending on chance or contingency. 
It was inevitable; it. was neceſſary; itz. was, 
planted, in, the nature of things. They muſt 


Join (if their capacity did not petmit them to 


kad) in any project which could procure to 
them a /itigious conſtitution; which could lay open 
to them thoſe innumerable lucrative jobs which 
follow in the train of all great convulſions and 
revolutions in the ſtate, and , particularly, in all 
great and violent permutations of property. 
Was it to be expected that they would attend to 
the ſtability of property, whoſe exiſtence had 
always depended upon whatever rendered pro- 
perty queſtionable, ambiguous, and inſecure? 
Their objects would. be enlarged with their cleva- 
tion, but their diſpoſition and habits, and mode 
of accompliſhing their deſigns, mult. remain. the 
ſame. } " 
Well! but. theſe men were to 1* tempera. 
and reſtrained by other deſcriptions, of more 
ſober minds, and more enlarged underſtandings, 
Were they then to be awed by the ſuper- eminent 
authority and awful dignity of an handful. of 
country clowns who have [eats in that Aſſembly, 
ſome of whom are ſaid not to be able to. read 
and write? and by not a greater number of. 
traders, who, though ſomewhat more inſtructed, 
and more conſpicuous in the order of ſociety, 


had never known any thing beyond their count= 
ing-houſe ? 


(&@) 
ing-houfe ? No ! boch dheſe de ſeri price · we 


mote formed to be ovtrhorne and fwayedi by. 
imrigues and artifices of lawyers, tha to herne 
their counterpoiſe. With ſuch a dangeravy di- 


proportion, the whole muſt needs he govutned by 
them. To the faculty of law' vn joined a pretty 
conſiderable proportion of the faculty of medi- 
cine. This faculty had not, any more than 
that of the law, poſſeſſed in France its juſt 
eſtimation. Its proſeſſors thereſore muſt have 
the qualities of men not habituated to ſenti- 
ments of dignity. But ſuppoſing they had 
ranked as they ought to do, and as with 


vs they do actually, the ſides of ſiek beds 
are not the academies for forming ſtateſmen 


and | legiſlators. Then came the dealers in 
ftocks and funds, who muſt be 'eager, at any 
expence, to change their ideal paper wealth' 
for the more ſolid ſubſtante of land. To theſe 
were joined men of other deſeriptions, from 
whom as little knowledge of or attention to che 
interefts of a great ſtate was to be expected, 
and as little regard to the ſtability of any” 
inftiturion ; men formed to be inſtruments, 
nor controls; Such in general was the compoſi- 
tion of the Tiers Etat in the National Aﬀembly z 
in which was ſcarcely to be perceived the 
Oighreft traces of What we call the natural 
landed intereſt of the country. | 

We know that the Britiſh hovſe of comes, 
without ſhutting its doors to any merit in any 


clafs, % by the ſure operation of adequate cauſes, 
filled 


* 
* 
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ter them, give the lye to nature. They are good 


Renee 


663 ̃ 
Riled wiah every thing» Muſtrious in rank, iande- 
ſoent, in hereditary and in acquired) opulences: 
in. culni ted tulenta «in military civil, ußva¹ 
and politie diſtinctian, that the coumry on a. 
ford. But ſuppuſing. what hardly can be up- 
poſed as à eaſe, that the houſe of comments ſhould; = 
be: campoſed.. in the ſame manner with the 
Tiers Etat, in France, wauld this dominion of 
chicane be borne with, patience, or een con- 
ceived Without harrer ?.. Cod forbid IL. fhould + 
infiguate-any.thing- derogatory--to that profeſſion 1 
which is another; prieſthood, adminiſtering the 
rites, of ſaced juſtice. Bur-whil-1 revere men 
in the ſunctions which belong to them, and 
wauld do, 2s much as oe man can: do, to pre- 
vent their gxcluſion,from any, 1 cannot, 40 flat 


and uſeful. in. the. compoſition; they muſt. be 
miſchieyaus if they preponderate ſo ag. wirtually 
io become the. whole. Their very excellence, in 
their peculiar. functions * be far from a qus- 
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en are tog much configed to. 
8 mee oor Jobs and, as Pere, 
inveterate the recurrent 1 ot that 
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"gg Whatever depends on the, knowledge. 
mankind, on , SIE 18 . Pep 
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After all, if the \ hob 1 commons were to 
have an wholly \profeffional and. faculty! corlpoſi 


tion; What is the poer of the h&uſe'6f commons, 


eireumſcribed and ſhut in dy the immo ahle 
batriers of laws, ufages; poſitive rules of doctrime 
and practice; cotinterpoized by the houſe of 
lords, and every moment of its exiſtenee at the 
diſcretion of the crown to continue, prorogue, 
or diſſolve us? The power of the heuſe of com- 
Mons, direct or indirect, is indeed great; and 
long may it be able to preſerve its greatneſs, and 
the ſpirĩt belonging to true greatneſs, at the full; 
and it will do ſo, as long as it can keep the 


breakers of law in India from becoming the 


makers of law for Eügland. The power, how- 
ever, of the houſe of commons, when leaſt di- 
minitmed, is as a drop of water in the ocean, 
compared to that reſiding in a ſettled 8 97 of ol 
our National Aſſembly. That Aﬀembly, ſince 

e deſtruction of the orders, has no inn 
law, no ftriet convention, no reſpected u 
reſtrain it. Inſtead of finding themſelves obliged 
to conform to a fixed conſtitution, they have a 


power to make 2 Ta YG ſhall con- 


$*% 


What ought to be the Kel the hearrs, the. 3 


poſitions, that are qualified, or that dare, not only 


to make laws under a fixed conſtitution, but at 


one heat to ſtrike out a totally new conftin tion 
for a great kingdom, and in eyery 2 of it, fro 
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paciſh;d, Rutorr'f fools eu hvmbre anger Hu 
rad In ſuab a ſtate of, unbounded powers 
for; undeflged and vndefigable | purpoſes, che evi 
of a Mor and almoſt phyſical; ĩnaptitude of che 
man to che function muſt be the greateſt ve cas 
concejve, to happen im the. management of n 
affaipg. . Uf 01 Amor off To not 
Haring e he pod n eg den 
eltate as. it Rood, in, irs original frame, I took a 
view of che repteſentatives of the, clergy., There 
too it appeared, that full as little regard was) bad 
to the general ſecurity of property, or to the ap» 
titode of the deputies for their public purpoſes/ 
in the principles of their election. That election 
was ſo oonttiyed as to ſend à very, large propor- 
tion of mere country curates to the great and 
arduous work. of new-modelling a ſlate z men who 
never had, ſeen the ſtate ſo much as.in a picture: 
men who knew nothing of the world beyond the 
bounds. of ; an obſcure village; who, immerſed in 
hopeleſs poyerty, could regard, all property, whe- 
ther eule or geeleſiaſtical, with no other eye 
than thar of ebyy among whom muſt be many, - 
who, for the ſmalleſt hope of the meaneſt divi- 
dend in plunder, would readily join in any at- 
tempts upon a, body of wealth, in which they - 
could hardly look to have any ſhare, en- 
cept in a general ſcramble. Inſtead of balane- 
ing the power of the active chicaners in the othes 
aſfembly, theſe curates muſt neceſſarily become 
the” ackiye "coadjutors, or at beſt the paſſive in- 
ſtruments of thoſe with whom they had been 
habittally guided in their petty village von- 
F 2 cerns. 
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cer. They too vould, hardly be FE 
conſcientious of . . 


their: incompetent; underſtanding, oxid 

for a truſt which led; them from their natura fen 
lation to thein flocks, and their ng Eres 
of action, to undertake the — af ki ng- 
dome. This preponderating weight. being added 
to the force of tha body chicane in the, Jers 
Etat, compleated that momentum of ignorance 

raſhneſs preſumption, and luſt of plunder whi 


nockiog has iin able in reift 111 „ 10, 25h 


Fo obſerving men, it, muſt haye appeared rom 


he beginning, that the majority of the Third | 


Eſtate, in conjunction with ſuch, a deputation 
from the clergy as I haye deſctibed, whilſt i 
dee the deſtruction of the nobility, would 
ine vitably become ſubſervient to to the, worſt c 
ſigus of individuals in that, class, 1 jo 


and” humiliation of their own o gle. in 


viduals would poſſeſs a ſure. fund 17 15 pay, of 
their nom followers... To ſqu Der of * 9; the 
objecti which made, the. e of, C their | fel- 
lows arxrould be; to them 99 acrifice | off N 
UAurdalent, diſcontented men o C quality, | n po- 
Dan as 222 aufe vp with perſo 84 5 


5 G0 85 rege of 2 packs which. 45 par- 
take with others. To be attached to the fubdi- 
viſion, to love the little platoon we. belong. to in 
ſociety, is the firſt principle (the germ as it were) 
of public affections. It is the firſt link in the ſe- 
A | ries 
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which we LES Jun a love to our 


d to of that 
1 of ſoblab & r is a truſt in the 
Hands f all thoſe he compoſe it andb as none 
but bad rien would juſtify it in abuſe; none but 
traitors would barter” '* away Wee 
petfohal advantage- 41 b O no Ie 
22 were; in the time of our civil troubles 
in England (I do not know whether you have any 
ſuch in yout' Aſſembly in France) ſeveral perſons 
like the then Earl of Holland, who by them - 
ſelves, or their families had brought an odium 
on the "throne, by the prodigal diſpenſation of 
its bounties towards them; who afterwards joined 


in the tebelliobs ariſing from the -diſcontents/;of 


which they were themſelves the 'cauſe; men wh 
helped to ſubvert that throne to which 
owed,” ſome of them, their exiſtence, others 
that power which they employed to ruin a 
benefactor. If any bounds are ſet to the rapa- 


cious! demands of chat fort of people, or that 


others are permitted to partake in tho objects 


they ol engtoſs, revenge” and enyy- ſoon fill 


75 che craving. void that is left in their ava- 
Confounded by the complication ef dif- 


ape paſſions, their reaſon is diſturbed ; 


their views become vaſt and perplexed ; to others 
inexplicable; to themſelves uncertain. They 


| find, on all ſides, bounds to their unprincipled 


But in the 


ambition in any fixed order of things. 


1 fog and haze of confuſion all is enlarged, and 
appeats without „ limit. ere * en 
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nity to an ambition with ichout a 150 
and work with low inſtruments e wi 5 5 
"the whole compoſition Pecomes a 
Does not ſomething like this now ze 
France? Does it not produce ſomething ig „ 
noble and inglorious ? ?'a; kind of meanneſs in 
all the prevalent policy ? a ,tendency in all that 
is done to lower along wich individuals all the 
"dignity, and importance of the ſtate ? Other re- 
"volutjons have been conducted by perſons, who 
"whilſt they attempted or effected c in 
"the commonwealth, ſanctified their ambition | 
'by adyancing the di ignity of che people whoſe 
pra they troubled, They had long views. 
F aimed at the rule, not at the deſtructien 
of their country. They were men of great 
civil, and great military talents, and if the ter- 
ror, the ornament of their age. They were not 
Uke Jew brokers contending with each other who 
could beſt | remedy with 'frabdulent circulation 
and depreciated paper the wretchednefs and ruin 
brought on their country by their degenerate 
councils, - The compliment made to ont of the 
gregrhad men of the old ſtamp (Cromwell) by 
his Kinſman, a favourite pot of that time, ſhews 
what it was he propoſed, and what indeed to a 
great degree be accompliſhed i the wang ao 
his ambition: 


Sal as you riſe, the Jace, eule vo, | | 
Finds no diſtemper whilſt tis chang'd by you; 
% Chang'd' like the world's great ſcene, ns death 


* Thp riüng ſun night's w=/ger lights deſtroys,” 1\//// 
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beautify the world, Tben 1 over their 
competitors was by outſhining th em. The 
that, like a deſtroying nh, ſmote the 5 


communicated to it the force and. energy .under 


_ which it ſuffered. 1 do not la (God forbid). I 


do not fay, that the virtues of ſuch men were to 
be taken. as a balance, to their crimes; but they 
were ſome corrective to their effects. Such, was, 
as I faid, our Cromwell. "Such » were your whole 
race of Guiſes, Condes, and Colignis. Such the 
Richlieus, who in more quiet times acted in the 
ſpirit of a civil war. Such, as better men, and. 
in a leſs dubious cauſe, were your Henry the 4th 
and your Sully, though nurſed in civil OO 
and not wholly without ſome of their taint. 

is, 2, thing to be wondered at, to ſee how | 

ſoon; France, when, ſhe had a moment. to reſpire, 


recovered, and emerged. from the, longeſt and 


moſt. dreadful civil war that ever was, known. in 
any nation. Why? Becauſe, among all er 
maſſacres, they had not ſlain the mind. 7 
country. A conſcious dignity, a noble pride, 


15 


generous ſenſe of glory and emulation, was not 
.extinguiſhed. On the contrary, it was kin- 


dled and inflamed. The organs alſo of the 
ſtate, however ſhattered, exiſted, All the p 
. 


| '& » 
ofdife inſ6," 0 Eviry/perſtm in pour chumexy in 
Keumtidn tobecuttuated hy a principle'@pfihowoury | 
8f@raced cant degfaderdyo and can entertain 
ſonſation df fei exetþrigmo a: wiortified')and hu. 
thiliaceÞqndignation. Bot this generation will 
goick(yopaſor away The: nent genrration of the 
nobility . weill i ne ſemble: the. artificers nnd claus 
aochdrnoney r jobbers, uſurers, H ang Jews; who. 
wilbnb<&:. aways their fellows, ſamerimes; their 
raaſtirw u, Believe me, Sir; thaſe wha} atenapt 1x9 
hella riayer; equalize.» In all ſocieties, conſiſting 
of yatiaus: deſeriptions of citizens, ſame. deſcrip- 
tion: muſt he: upper moſt. The levellers, theres 
fore conlyc Fhange nasd petvert the natural ore | 
get f thing they. load the edifice of ſo⸗ 
giety, by, ſettinge up in the air what the ſolidity 


ol dhe. ſtruRturs., requires 10 be on the ground. 
The afſociations of taylors and carpenters, of 


which the republic (of , Paris, ..for,. inflance). is 

compoſed, cannot be equal to 8 

which, by the worſt e rg uſurparion 
Fg | the "pretgpitives ok nature, "you e 5 

. Orce them. „oil io t M83 opus bos - nod 20. * 


„Tus, chanaallor of France at dhe opening / of 
the ſtates, ſaid, in a tone of oratorial flobriſh, chat 
all 6ceupations' were Honourable.” If he meant 
only, that no honeſt employment was di graceful, | 
he would not have gone beyond the truth. But 
in aſſerting, that any thing is honourable, we 
imply ſome diſtinctſon i in its favour.” The occu- 
pation of an haix- dreſſer, or of a working tallow 
handler, cannot be a matter of honour to any 


perſon 


nr 


— 
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ſay mothing of 2 quruber of ather monNe 


perſon · to 
ſerrile employmenta. Such deſeriptions of men 
ought: non toi ſuffer oppteſſion fram the ſtares 


but the: ſtate [ſuffers oppreſſion, if ſuch as they 
either individually or oollectively, are permitted 
to rule. ln this you! think you are combating- 
ejudire but you are at war with nature. 

I dondt, my dear Sir, conceive! yqu to be of 
that ſophiſtieal captious ſpirit, or of that uncun- 

did; dalneſs; as to require, for every general ob- 
ſervation or ſentiment, an explicit detail of all the 
correctives and exceptions, which reaſon will pre2 
ſutme to be ineluded in all the general propoſitions 
which come from reaſonable men. Y oν do not 
imagine, that I wiſh to-confine power; authority; 
and diſtitction to blood, and names, and titles. 


No, Sir e e e e fg 
ith 
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„ Kebfefiilticus, chap. xxkvili., verſe 24425. my 
* dom of n learned mam cometh by opportunity of! lejfure 2 
1% .andhe, Dae ſhall become e How 
« can he wiſdom that holdeth the plough 
„ rieth'in the goad ;' that driveth ater; wad 6 ee 
** their labours ; and whoſe talk is of bullocks.. 
Veri sie Soevery carpenter , e e 
«« 2th pighe and day.” K. 29763} 511 
Ver, 33. They ſhall not be ſought for] in public counſel, 
10 vor ſit high in the congregation : They ſhall not fit on the 
ce judges-ſeat, nor anderfland the ſentence of e 
„re they ſhall 
%% not he found where parables are ſpok enn. 
Ver. 34, „ But they will maintain the fate of the world.” 
I do nat determine whether this book be canonical, as'the 
Gallican (till lately) has con ſidered it, or apoctyphal; 


as; here it is taken. e it contains a great deal of 
lente, and. crath. | 


(u 

ment, but . LA ah 
” Wherever they ate found,” 
© Have, in whatever" fate, n 1 Eoin "or 
ctadl, the of Heaven to human place 
and honour. - Woe to the country! which h would 
madly and impiouſly reject the ' ſervice 'of the 
talents and virtues, civil, military, or, religious, 
that are given to grace and to ſerve it; and 
would condemn to obſcurity every. thing formed 
to diffuſe luſlre and glory around a ſtate, \ Woe 
to that country too, that paſſing into the; oppo- 
ſite extreme, conſiders a low education, à mean 
contraCted view. of things, a ſordid mercenary 
occupation, as a preferable title to command. 
Every thing ought, to be open; but not indif- 
ferently to every man. No rotation; no appoint- 
ment by lot; no mode af election operating in 
rally; good in à government converſant in exten- 
five objects. Becauſe they have no tendeney, 
direct or indirect, to fit the man to the duty. 
I do not heſitate to ſay, that the roatt to mi- 
nence and power, from obſcure condition, ought 
not to be made too eaſy, nor a thing too much 
of courſe. If rare merit be the rareſt of all rate 
things, it ought to paſs chrough ſome; ſort! of 
probation. The temple of honour ought to be 
ſeated on an eminence, If it be open through 
virtue, let it be remembered too, that virtue is 


never tried but by os difficulty, und forme 
ſtruggle, " 4150! o nOonk 5 


"Nothing is atiacd Adee repreſentation 
of a ſtate, that does nat repreſent its ability, as 
well 


— 


eh ' 5 „at, never 


characteriſtie ee of pre 
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and fixe principle, 
invafions, df abil iy, 8 K 8 112 out oF 


e | predominant in the repreſent jon. 
wſt be repens, too in gre maſſes © ac 
4 NE protected. : [he 
wy out | 1 
the combined Principles its  Icquifition, a 
conſervation, is to be unequal, The. at Es 


therefore which excite enyy, And tent Re 0 


Sue or it 


muſt be put out of che poſſibility of dan 

Then they form a" natural” rampart about 

leſſer properties in all their . — be 
ſame quantity of property, which is by the natural 
courſe of things, divided among many; has not 
the ſame operation. Its defenſive power is weak! 
ene as it is diffuſed; In this diffuſton each 
man's portion is leſs than what, in the eagerneſs 


of his deſires, he may flatter himſelf to obtain 


diflipating the accumulations of others. Th 
plunder of che few would indeed give but a ſhare 
inconceivably ſmall in the diſtribution to the 
many. But the many are not capable of mak- 
ing this calculation; and thoſe who: lead them 
eme diſtribution. 

The perpetuation of property in our fami- 
hes: is the moſt valuable and moſt intereſting 
eircumſtance attending it, that which demon- 
ſtrates maſt of a benevolent diſpoſition in its 
owners, and that which tends moſt to the per- 
petuation of ſociety itſelf. The poſſeſſors o 
family, wealth, and of tha: difipftion which at- 
ed vide 21 92127 D 0 2900 1807 914 tends 
{iow * 


(76 
tends hereditary po on (a m a co cans j 


it) are the natural! ſecurities for fe 7 
With us, the. houſe of peers is Pe upo | 0 
principle. It is wholly compoſed of Kao 
property. and hereditary diſtinction; and n 
therefore, the third of the legiſlature; aud. in 1155 
laſt event, the ſole judge of all property in in 2 
its ſubdiviſions. The houſe of commons too, 
though not neceſſarily, yet in fact, is Ear; 
compoſed. in the far greater part. Let thoſe 
large proprietors be what they will, and her 
have their chance of being amo ſt the 'beſt 
they age at the very worſt, the bella in the veſ- 
ſel. of the commonwealth. For though hero x 
tary wealth, and the rank which goes with it, 
are too much idolized by creeping ſycophants, 
and the blind abje& admirers of power, they are 
too raſhly flighted in ſhallow ſpeculations of 
the petulant, aſſuming, ſhort-ſighted | coxcombs 
of philoſophy, Some decent regulated pre-emi- 
nence,. ſome preference (not excluſive appropri- 
ation) given to birth, is neither vnnarural, nor 
ac, nor impolitic. 
It is ſaid, that twenty-four millions ought to 
poll; over two hundred thouſand. , True; 
if the conſtitution of a kingdom be a problem 
of arithmetic. This ſort of diſcourſe does, well 
enough with the lamp-poſt for its ſecond: Jo 
men who may reaſon calmly, it is Tidicy- 
lous. The will of, the many, and their inte- 
-reſt, muſt very often differ; and great will oe 
the. difference when they make an eyil, gh 
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CF Y 
and. Were cite "fs Bot Han for twenty Four 
millions of men, thou gh it were choſen By eight 
and fo tr 7 millions ; 855 is it the better for being 
guided y 2 dozen of perſons of quality; WHO 
have betrayed their truſt in order to obtalh that 
power. At preſent, you ſeem in every thing to 
have ſtrayed out of the high road of PLATT 
T he property of France Ti not goverh it. 
Of courſe property is deſtroyed, and fational li- 
berty has no exiſtence.” All you have göt for 
the preſent is a paper circulation, and à ſtock- 
jobbing conſtitution: and as to the future; do 
you ſeriouſſy think that the territory of Fratet, 
upon the republican ſyſtem of eighty=three tal 
dependent municipalities, (to ſay nothing of the 
parts that compoſe them) can ever be governed 
as one body, or can ever be ſet in motion by 
the impulſe of one mind? When the Na- 


tional Aſſembly has completed its Work, it will 


have accompliſhed irs ruin. Theſe cotnmon- 
wealths will not long bear a ſtate of ſubjection 
to the republic of Patis, They will not bear 
that this one body ſhould monopolize the In 
"rivity of the King, and the dominion over the 
aſſembly calling itſelf National. Each will 
keep its own portion of the ſpoil of the church 
to itſelf; and it will not ſuffer either that ſpoil, 
or the more juſt fruits of their induſtry er the 
natural produce of their ſoil, to be ſent to 
ſwell the inſolence, or pamper the” luxury of the 
mechanics of Paris. In this they will ſee none 
of the equality, under the pretence of which 
; they r been tempted to throw off "heir" alle- 
giance 


Jy 


& hs 
678) 

giance to tlicif ſovereign, 48 w well 48 the © 
conſtitution of their co 00. 10 "The © Ca 19 
capital city in ſuch a conſtitution 0 1 
lately made. They have forgot, that when they 
framed democratic governments, they, had vir. 
tually diſmmembered their country. The perſon 
whom they perſevere in calling king, has not 
power left to him by the hundredth part ſufficient 
to hold together this collection of republics. The 
republic of Paris will endeavour indeed to com- 
pleat the debauchery of the army, and illegally 
to perpetuate the aſſembly, without reſort to its 
conſtituents, as the means of continuing its deſ- 
potiſm. It will make efforts, by becoming the 
heart of a boundleſs paper circulation, to draw 
every thing to itſelf; but in vain. All this po- 
licy in the end will appear as feeble as it is now 
violent. n 

If this be your actual ſituation, compared to 
the ſituation to which you were called, as it were 
by the voice of God and man, I cannot find, i it 
in my heart to *congratulate you on the choice 
you have made, or the ſucceſs which bas at- 
tended your endeavours. I can as little 1 recom- 
mend to any other nation a conduct grounded 
on ſuch principles, and productive of ſuch effects. 
That I muſt leave to thoſe who can ſee further 
into your affairs than I am able to do, and who © 
beſt know how far your actions are favourable 
to their deſigns. The gentlemen of the Revo- 
lution Society. who were ſo early in their congra- 
tulations, appear to be ſtrongly of opinion that 
_ is ſome ſcheme of politics relative to this 


, country, 


x 
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country, 5 which Chg proceedings may, in ſome 


way, or your Dr. Price, who, ſeems 
to baye e himſelf into no. ſmall de- 
gree of. fervour . upon this ſubject, addreſſes 
his auditory in the following very remark+ 
able words: « ] cannot conclude without re- 
ce calling particularly to your recollection a 
a conſidetation which I have more than once al- 
« Jaded ta, and which probably your thoughts 
« have been all along anticipating ; a conſidera- 
« tion with which my mind is impreſſed more than 
« can expreſs. I mean the conſideration of the 
4 favourableneſs of the preſent times to all exertians 
« in the cauſe of liberty.” 

It is plain that the mind of this political 
Preacher was at the time big with ſome extra- 
ordinary deſign; and it is very probable, that the 
thoughts of his audience, who underſtood him 
better than I do, did all along run before him in 
his reflection, and in the whole train of conſequen- 
ces to which it led, | ; 

Before I read that ſermon, I really: thought K 
had lived in a free country; and it was an error 
I cheriſhed becauſe it gave me a greater liking to 
the country I lived in. I was indeed aware, that a. 
jealous, ever-waking vigilance, to guard the trea- 
ſure of our liberty, not only from invaſion, but 
from decay and corruption, was our beſt wiſdom 
and our firſt duty. However, I conſidered that 
treaſure rather as a poſſeſſion to be ſecured than as 
a prize to be contended for. I did not diſcern how. 
the preſent time came to be ſo very favourable to 


all exertion; in the cauſe of freedom. The pre- 


ſent, 


o 4 k 1 * 


he's 


ſent time differs from any V Sthdr only by the cit- 
cumſtince of what is Uoing in Francel® IH the” 
example of that nation is to have an influence 
on-this, IL can eſily conceive hy ſome of their 
proeredings which have an unpleaſant aſpect, 
and are not quite reconalleable to humanity, 
generoſity, good faith, and juſtice, are palliated 
with ſo much miiky good- nature towards” the 
actors, and borne with ſo much hereie fortitude 
towards the ſufferers. It is certainty not prudent 
to diſcredit the authority of an example ve mean 
to follow. - But allowing this, we are led to a very 
natural queſtion; What is that cauſe of liberty, 
and what are thoſe exertions in its favour, to 
which the example of France is ſo ſingularly 
auſpicious? 1s our - monarchy to be annihis 
lated, with all the laws, all the tribunals, and 
all the antient corporations of the kingdom? 
Is every land- mark of the countty to be done 
away in favour. of a geometrical and arithme= ' 
ticàl conſtitution? Is the houſe of lords to be 
voted uſeleſs? Is epiſcopacy to be aboliſhed ? 
Are the church lands to be fold: to ers and 
jobbers; or given to bribe nemiented mu- 
nicipal republics into a participation in ſacri- 
lege? Are all the taxes to be voted grievances 
and the revenue reduced to à patriotie contri- 
bution, or patriotic - preſents ? Are filver; ſhoes 
buckles to be ſubſtituted - in the place of the land 
tax and the malt tax, for the ſupport of the naval 
ſtrength of this kingdom? Are alt orders, ranks, / 
and diſtinctions to be confounded, that qut of 
univerſal 1 joined to national banlæupt- 
cy, 
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cy, We or four thouſand democracies ſhould be- 
formed; into eighiyithrre, and that they may a. 

by ſome) ſort vf unknown attractive power ie 
organized into : nia? For this great end, id h. 
| army. to be ri we — diſcipline: and it 
fidelity; | firſt, by, every kind of debaucheryj and 
then by the terrible precedent of a donativo im 
the encreaſe-of pay? Are the curates tao he fool”: 
duced from their biſhops, by: hoſting but 
them the deluſiut hope of a dole out of the ſpbis 
of their own 'orfder * Are the cittirens H London 
to be drawn ſrom their allegiance; hy nfpeding n 
them at the expence of their fellow. ſubjedts F 
Are all the public revenues levied! in cheircyito 
be put under their adminiſtration? Is WHA. 
mains of the plundered ſtock of pblid revenue 46251 
be emplayedd in the will project of maintainng = 
two artnies to watch over and to ſight vπ ,t] 
other li theſe are the ends and means oft 
Revolution Sotiaty, I adrnit they are well atlapted- 
to each ther Hand France a fürniſh thetn foo! 
both with code nts in pbint. ttt dn h fi 
2 ke thateyarir example is held out to ſhame 
I know that we are ſuppoſed ada dg 
— rendered 'paſſived by finding our fruation 
tolcrablep and prevemed by a niediocrity of free-- 
dom from ever attaiming a its fut perfotion. 
YourJeaders in France began by affecting ay ad- 
mire; almoſt r6-adore; the Bririſh conftirmivis ; Dur 
is thefnadvanced they came vo look upon it — 
a ſavereign'contampts The friends of y N- 
— full as mean 
opinion 


* tries, vhilſt we are macted with the Hhadem, 
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opinion of what. Turn n thought the, glory of 
— . — The Revoiption Society: mg 
* that the Taria Is got free. 


are convinced that the incquality, in 20 ae 
tation is, 4 . deſtct in our, conſticurion, 19, K 


wo 1 


ce palpable, AI, to make. it excellent chiefly, In 


«farm, and ben. That g e, 
dhe legiſlature of a kingdom, 1 * not N the baſis 
cf all conſtitutional Iiberty in it, hur, of 4/7. Jegi- 
7 ROPE government ;, that. 3 it a gevernment 
is nothing but an tzſurpation: — that d, when 
de repreſentation is partial, the kingdom . poſ- 
\* ſeſſes liberty only partially; and if extremely 
- « partial it gives only a ſemblance ;. and if not 


+< only extremely partial, but corruptiy choſen, 


in becomes a, nuiſance.” Dr. Price conſider 
this, inadequacy. of repreſentation as our funda- 
mental grievance ; and though, as to the corrup- 
tion of. this ſemblance. of Tk he hopes 
it is not ret l to its full per . 
Pravity ; he fears 2 — nothing IN 
cc towards gaining for, us this Aential Ne 
2 ail ſome great abuſe. of power again proyokes 
+. our, reſentment, ot ſore great cafamity again 
| « alarms dur fears, or perhaps till the, acquiſition 
« of a pure and. equal repreſentation by other coun- 


kindles our ſhame,” To this be ſubjgins 1 
bote in theſe, words... * A repreſentation, choſe 
E chiefly, by the Treaſury, and. a few,;thouland 
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* of the g of the Pope, who are ge 

„ paid for their v6tes.” ae c 
Tou will fmile here at the onliftericy 6f Uſe 
dernoerarifts, who, wien they ate not on their 
guard; treat the Hurnbler part of che commiufty 
with the g 3 whilſt,” at the fame 


time, they pretend to make them the depoſitories 


of all power. It would require a long diſcourſe 
to point out to you' the many fallities that lurłc 


in the generality and equivocal nature of tlie terms 


_ ihadequare repreſ-ntation,”” 1 ſhall only ſay 
here, in juſtice to that old-faſhioned conſtitution, 
under Which we have long proſpered, that our - 
repreſentation has been found perfectly adequate 
to all the purpoſes for Which a reprefentation 'of 


the people can be deſited or deviſed. 1 'Jefy the 


enemies 2 dur conſtitution to ſhe ww the contraty. 
To detail the particulars in which it is und 


ſo well to omote its ends, would demand a 


treatiſe on our practical conſtitution. I ſtate here 
the doctrine of the Revolutioniſts, only that you 


and others may ſee, what an opinion theſe gentle- 


men entertain of the conſtitution of their coun- 
try, and why they-ſcem to think that ſome great 
abuſe of power, or ſome great calamity, as giving 
a chance for the bleſſing of a conſtitution accord- 


ing to their ideas, would be much palliated to 


their belag you ſee why they are ſo much ena- 
moured your fair and equal repreſentation, 
" Which" being once obtained, the ſame effects 


might follow. Lou ſee they conſider. our houſe 


;,of, commons as only a ſemblance,” a form,” 
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43 Another revolution, to get rid of 
this illegitimate and uſurped government, would 
of courſe be perfectly juſtifiable, if not abſo- 
lutely neceſſary. Indeed their principle, if you | 
obſerve it with any attention, goes much 
ther than to an alteration in the election of He 
houſe of commons; for, if popular tepreſenta- 
tion, or choice, is decay to the yy ge of 
all government, the houſe of lords 
ſtroke,” baſtardized and corrupted a blood. 
That houſe is no Tepreſentative of the people 
at all, even in © ſemblance or in ſotm.“ The 
caſe of the crown is altogether as bad. In 
yain the crown may endeavour to ſcreen it- 
{af againſt theſe gentlemen by the authority of 
the eſtabliſhment made on the Revolution. 
The Revolution which is reſorted” to for a 
title, on their ſyſtem, wants a title itſelf.” The 
Revolution is built, according to their theory, 
upon a. baſis not more ſolid than our preſent 
formalities, as it was made by an houſe of 
lords not repreſenting any one but themſelves; 
and by an houſe of commons exatly” ſoch 
5 2 
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28 the preſent, that is, as they term it, by 
a mere ſhadow ad mockery” « W repreſen- 
tation, |. 2 

1 Some e are fo heated wh their parti · 
eular religious theories, that they ive more than 
hints That the fall of the civil 9755 with all 
the dreddful conſequences of that fall, p provided 
they might be of ſervice to their theories, would 
not be unacceptable to "them, or Len remote 
from their wiſhes, A man amongſt them of 
great authbrity, and certainly of great talents, 
ſpeaking of a ſuppoſed. alliance between church 
and ſtate, ſays, © perhaps we muſt. wait for [the 
« a ef the civil powers before this moſt © un- 
« natural alliance be broken. Calamitous no 
doubt will that time be. But What conyul= 
« fion in the political world "ought to be a fub= 

« jet of lamentation, if it be attended with {6 

« defirable an effect? Tou ſee with what ry 
ſteady eye , theſe gentlemen are prepared to view 
the | greateſt .calamiries which can befall cheit 
country! ,, 

It is no wonder therefore, that with ck ideas 
of every thing in their conſtitution and govern- 
ment at home, either in church or ftate, as illegiti- 
mate and uſurped, or, at beſt as a vain mockery, 
they look abroad with an eager and paſſionate en- 
thuſiaſm. Whilſt they are poſſeſſed by theſe no- 
tions, it is vain to talk to them of the practice of 
their anceſtors, the fundamental laws of their coun- 
try, the fixed form of a conſtitution, whoſe merits 
are confirmed by the ſolid teft of long experience, 
and an increaſing * ſtrength and national pro- 
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fperity. They deſpiſe experience vas the Ni õm 
of unlettered men; and as for the rofty they have 
wrought under-ground 'a mine that will blowoup 
at one grand exploſion all examples-of:; antiquity, 
all precedents, charters, und acts of parliament. 
Tbey b. have © the rights of men.“ A eilnlt che 
there can be no prefcriptionz againſt theſe no 
Agreement is binding: theſe admit no termpera- 
ment, and no compromiſe: any thing withheld 
22 full demand is ſo much of fraud and in 
Againſt theſe their rights of men let no 
Sabevntnt look for ſecurity in the length of ita 
continuaace, or in the juſtice and lenity of its ad- 
miniſtration. The objections of theſe ſpeculatiſts, 
if its forms do not quadrate with their theories, 
are as valid againſt ſuch an old and benefi- 
cent government as againſt the moſt violent 


N tyranny, or the greeneſt- uſurpation. They are 
always at at iſſue with governments, not on 2 


queſtion of abuſe, but a queſtion of competeney, 
and a queſtion: of titte. I have nothing to ſay 
to the clumſy ſubrilty of ' their politital meta- 
phyſics. Let them be their amuſrtnent in athe 
| ſchools, —** Ila e jacet in uuns Hola et 
*'clafo pentorum carcers regnet.“ But let them 
not break priſon to burſt like a Leuanter, to 
ſweep the earth with their hurricane, and to 
break up the fountains of the great 2. — a over. 
whelm . 

Far am I from denying in theory fall 4 fur 
is my heart from withholding in practice (if 1 
were of power to give or to withhold) the rel 

nights of men. In denying their 9 
1 2 


6 


of right I d02no3-racan 4101 injure thoſe which 
a real}! and arte ſurhe a their pretended rights 
would totally deſtroy. If civil ſociety; be made 
for/ahe: advantage of man, all the advantages 
for which it is made become his right. It 
s un finſtitution of beneficence; and law itſelf is 
only heneicnnne acting by a rule. Men haue 
1 right? to dive: by that ij rules they have a right to 
Juſtibe ; as between their , - whether, their 
fellows! are in / politie function or in. ordinary 
occupation. 10 They have a right, £9, the fruits 
; of their induſtry : and to the means ol making 
thein induſtry fruitful. They have a, fight 
the aquiſitions of their parents ; tothe neu- 
riſhment and improvement of their offspring; 
to inſtruction in life, aud to conſolation in death. 
Whatever each man can ſeparately; do, wichoꝛit 


treſpaſſing upon others he has a right to do for 


hienſelf a and he has · a right to a ain partion fall 
which ſociety, with all its combinations of. ill 
and rforae, can do in his. favour. Hut gs, to ghe 
bare of power; authority, and direction vhich 
each individual ought to have in, the mavage- 
ment a the ſtate, that I muſt deny to be. amongſt | 
"the direct original rights of man in civil ſociety ; 
ſor I have in my conternplation the civil ſocial 
man, and no other. It ina chins to be ſerled by 
convention 1G 2 immer nds i, 
If civil ſociety be the — of convention, 
that convention muſt be 1 Its law,.., Tbat convention 
muſt limit and modify all the deſcriptions of conſti- 
. tation, which are formed under it. Eyery ſortyof 
Ig 8 power are . 
5 4 


1 88 ) 
tres | They: ch have non being in! any! they 
far; of thingss and how: can any, mat 
under the conventions of ci ſociety, \rights 
which do not ſo much as ſuppoſr its exiſtenee t 
Rights which art -abſolutely-:repugnaar!! de itt 
One of the firſt motives to civil / ſotietꝝʒ and 
which becomes one of its fundamentat.nules, "as; 
dag no wan ſbauld; be judge.in hit: ozont cavfe; By 
this cach perſon; has at: ane diveſted hĩimſelf of 
the ſirſt fundamental right of uncovenanted man 
that is, to judge for himialf, and tb aſſert his ο 
cauſe. He abdicates all right to be his b 
governor. He incluſively, in . great meaſure, 
abandons the right off felt=defenoe, the firſt late 
of, nature. Men cannot enjoy the rights ef un 
uncivil and of a civil ſtate together. That be 
may obtain - juſtice he gives up his righr af de- 
termining what it is in points the moſt eſſontiul tu 
him. That he may ſecure ſome liberty; he mates 
a ſurrender in truſt of the whole of t. 

Government is not made in virtue of natura 
rights, chich may and do exiſt in total indes 
pendence of it; and exiſt in much gremer 
eltarneſs, and in a much greater degree of 
abſtract perfection: but their ahſtratt perfeco 
tion is their practical defect. By having right 
to every ching tacy want every thing. Couern- 
ment is a contrivance of human wiſdom to 
vide for human wants. Men have à right that” 
theſe wants ſhould be provided 'for by this 


wiſdom. Among theſe wants is to be reckoned 
the want, out of civil ſociety, of a ſuficient're-!! 


N their paſſions. W 
7 


69 


only» that the paſlions:of individuals (ſhould; be 


ſubje&eds. but that Vn in the maſs and body 
as well as in the individuals, the inclinations of 
men ſhould frequently be thwarted, their will 
controlled, and their paſſions brought into ſubs 
on This can only be done by' a power uur 

— 3 and not, in the exerciſe of its func. 
tion, ſubject to that will-and to thoſe paſſions which 
it is its [office to bridle and ſubdue. In | this 
ſenſe the reſtraint on men, as well as their li- 
berties, are to be reckoned among their” rights. 
But as che liberties and the reſtrictions vary wich 
times and circumſtances, and admit of infinite 
modifications, they cannot be ſettled upon arty 
abſtract rule; and nadhing-is @ foolilh as fen 
them upon that principle. ä 

The moment you A e g ede ep 
full rights of men, each to govern himſelf, and 
ſulfer any artificial poſitive limitation upon thoſe 
rights, from that moment the whole organtza- 
tion of government becomes a conſideration of 
convenience. This it is which males the con- 
ſtitution of a ſtate, and the due diſtribution of 
its powers, à matter of the moſt delicate and 
complicated ſkill. It requires a deep knowledge 
of human nature and human neceſſities, and of” 
the things which facilitate or obſtruct the various 
ends which are to be purſued by the mechaniſm 
of civil inſtitutions. The ſtate is to have te- 
cruits to ts ſtrength, and - remedies to its dis- 
tempers. + What is the uſe of diſcuſing a 
man's abſtract right to ſood or to medicine? 
* . is upon the method of procur- 

ing 


{© "$0 )* 
don and" adtiiniſtetitg! deci" Flt Ne 
-nation'Eſhaltvalways Yviſe 16" cal vob tHe" ab Gf 
»the farmer and the phyfician, rather than 
eflbr/ of metaphyfics. The TokHicovf” Sönſtfütct- 
"ing/a commonwealth; or renovate it. dr effi- 
ing it; it, like « CO ſeience, 
not to be taugfit à prfr Nor is Na bfr Exe. 
rieticevhabean inflvudt ds it! that practical ſietſce,; 
Heczoſt dhe real enectw of moral cUſeb are not l- 
ways immediate; but that which in the firſt in- 
ſtaure is ptejudictal may be excelſeht in its fe- 
moter operation; and its excellence thay ariſe eden 
from cke ill effects it ee in edle beginning. 
The reverſe: alſo” Happens; and very plau 
ſchemes, with very plea / tnttichceliitnes! have 
+ often ſhamefu} and Jamentable” 'edaclilions. In 
ſtates there are often ſomme obſcure e e 
datem eaufts, things which app pear At. firſt "Vi ew of 
little moment, on Nhich a 5 5 rear” part oh 
proſperity or adverſity eſſe 5 
pend. “ The ſience eee che ore 
10 practical in frſclf; and intended for ſuch” py 
-ticat: pufpoter, à malter whith duch 
nence, and even more experience Half any } 
ſon can gain in his whole liſe, 'however fa uM 
and obſerving he may be, it is wick Pant cäu- 
tion that any man ought to venture ypon p pul- 8 
ing down an edifice which has anfbered in any 
tolerable degree for ages the Common Purpoſes 
of ſociety, or of building it up again, 9 85 
having models and patterns of approved | uti ity be- 
-ifofe his eyes. Seen 
\|'- "Theſe wetaphyſic hes entering IG 
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denſe medium, Are, by the laws, of nnturd, 
fracted from their ſtraight line, Indeed an che 
ggoſs and complicated maſs, of human paſüünn 
and concerns, the primitive rights of men. undemgo 
ſuch a variety of refractions· and -refleions, chat 
it becomes abſurd. to talk of them as if bey con- 
tinued in the ſumplicity of their original: direſtion. 
The nature f man is. intricate 3 the Ode bf 


Eb ſingle end much more perſectiy than the 


(929 
mon liſe, like rays of light-which! pierce: ingo 


nature; fre- 


ſociety are of the, greateſt poſſible complexiny ; 


and therefore; oo. ſimple diſpoſition on diteRion/bf 
power can. be ſuitable either to  man's+qatureyor 


to the quality of bis affair. When I= hearothe 


ſumplicity of contrivance . aimed at and bouſted 


of. in any new political conſtitutions, Pram ut 


uo loſs; to decide that the artifioers a groſely 


ignorant of their trade, or, totally negligent 
7 their duty. The ſimple Sgovernmenm are 

entally. defectiye, to ſay no worſe; of them. 
17 vou were to. conteplate.. ſociety; ic but ope 


L view, all cheſe ſimple modes of polity 


infinitely captivating... In effect each would 


more complex is able. to, attain. all its 


r it is better chat the Whole ſhould 


imperfectly and anomalouſiy anſwered, than 


| that, while ſome parts are provided for with great 


exactneſa, others might be totally neglected, or 


| hape e over- are of a 
favourite member. 8 AN. Fs *7 4 77210. o 40 


he pretended rights of .theſ theoriſts: are; All 


extremes; and in proportion as they, ate meta- 


arg true, they are morally. W 


( 


The rights of men are in 4 ſort Jof 
2 incapable of deßaition, but not impoltbl 


to be diſcerned. | The rights of men in govern-. 


weotd are their advantages ; and theſe” are often, 
in balances between differences offigaedy i in. com- 


promiſes ſometimes between good and Fvil,; and 
ſometimes, between evil and evil. Political rea- 


ſon is a computing principle ; adding, ſobtracting, | 


multiplying, and dividing, morally and not me- 
taphyfically o or ee. true moral deno- 
winations, _ 

"By theſe theoriſts the, right. We people is 
almoſt Aways  phiſtically confounded with chair 
power. The body of the community, when». 
ever. it can come to act, can meet with no ef- 

teſiſtance; but till power and right are 
the ſame, the whole body of them has no right 


igconſiſtent with virtue, and the firſt of all vir. 


tues, prudence. Men have no Tight, to what is 
not reaſonable, and to what is not for their be- 
2 for though a pleaſant writer ſaid, Liceat, 
 Perire poetic, when one af them, in cold blood, is 
ſaid ta have leaped into the flames of a volcanic 
revolution, Ardentem frigidus AEtnam infiluit, I con- 
ſider ſuch a frolic rather as an unjuſtifiable. 
licence, than as one of the franchiſes of Parnaſſus, 
and whether he were poet or divine, or politician. 
that . choſe to exerciſe this kind of right, I think 
| that more wiſe, becauſe. more charitable thoughts. 
would urge me rather to ſave the man, than to 
preſerve his 1 deren as the n 
of his foll . 
* 8:11 ar Fang. ; Prong 0 a 11 Tbe 
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"The kid Ml ermon 
a "great! part of what I'wr Wyo 3; 
not famed out of their" prelear courks 
memorating the fact, wt, cheat. man 
principles, * "hi deprive them K e xenefit! 
the * Revolution they commemorate. prin 
to you, Sit, 1 nepet Need this continixal” talk, 0 
refiſtance and revolution, or the praftice of mak- 
ing the extreme medicine of © the Conſtitütion ita 
daily bread, Ir renders the habit of ey” 
' dangerouſly valetudinary: it-is taking . periodic 
doſes of metcury ſublimate, and ſwallowing ( dn 
repeated provocatives of ani to oor love of 
libe rty. | «12 VOY 

This diſtemper of eticky, grown® 1 
relaxes and wears out, by 8 vulgar and'p 
tuted uſe, the ſpring af chat ſpirit which 
exerted on great occaſions, It was in * 
patient period of Roman ſervitude” that . 
of tytangieide made the ordinary ktereiſe bf 
boys at ſchool - cun perimit 'ſewes cHaſfis: 2 
tyronngs, In the ordinary ſtate of -thivigs,” it 
produces in a country like ours the worſt effects, 
even on tlie cauſe of that liberty which it abuſea 
with the diſſoluteneſs of an extravagant ſpecula- 
tion. Almoſt all the high-bred republicams of 
my time have, after a' ſhort ſpace, become the 
moſt decided, thorough-paced courtieryj they 
ſoon leſt the buſineſs of 2 tedious, moderate; but 
practical reſiſtance to thaſe of vs whomy"in” 
the pride and * intoxication, of their theories, 
they haye ſlighted, as not much better then” 
i Hypocrlly, & courſe, delights in — 


( 9.) 
moſt ſublime ſpeculations; for, never 
0 go beyond (ſpeculation; it coſts nothing to 
have it magnificent. But even in caſes where 
rather levity than fraud was to be ſuſpected in 
theſe ranting | ſpeculations," the iſſue has been 
much the ſame. Theſe profeſſors; finding their 
extreme principles not apphcable to caſes which, 
call only for a qualified; or, as I may ſay, 'civit 
and legal reſiſtance, in ſuch caſes employ no 
reſiſtance at all. It is with them a war or a re- 
volution, or it is nothing. Finding their ſchemes 
of politics not adapted to the ſtate of the world 
in Which they live, they often come to think = 
lightly of all public principle; and are ready, on 
their part, to abandon for à very trivial intereſt 
whit” they find of very trivial value. Some in- 
deedꝭ are of more ſteady and perſevering natures; 
bur theſe are eager politicians 'out of parlia- 
ment, who have little to tempt them to abay- 
don their favourite projets. They have ' forne 
change in the church or "ſtate," ot both, con- 
ſtantly in their view. When that is the” erk, 
they are always bad citizens, and pete) unflite 
connexlons. For, conſidering their "ſpeculative 
deſigus as of infinite value, and the actual ar- 
rangement of the ſtate as of no eſtimation, tfiey 
are at beſt indifferent about it. They fee uo 
merit in che good, and no fault in the vicious 
1 RY they rather” rejoice 
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of; change +»they therefore, take-up, ene 
moſt violent and ſtrerched prerogative, and anather 
time the wildeſt democratic ideas of. ſreedomand 
paſs from the one to the other without any ſort of 
regard to cauſe, to perſon, or to part. ach 
la France you are now. in the criſis of revo · 
lution, aad in the tranſit from one form of governs 
ment to another - you cannot fee that character of 
men exaqtly in the ſame ſituation in which we ſer 
it in chis country. With ua it is militants vit yu 
it is triumphant; and you. know. how, it can act 
when its power is commenſurate to its will, J 
would not be ſuppoſed to confine thoſe obſerva - 
tions to any deſcription of, men, or to comptehend 
all men of, any. deſcription, within them No 
far from it. I am] as incapable, of that injuſtice, 
as.1, am of keeping terms with. thoſe hg profeſs 
principles. of extremes; and who under the 
name of religion teach, little elſe. than wild and 
daggewwus polities. The worſt af ; theſe, po- 
tics. of revolution is dhis they temper and 
harden the breaſt, in order to prepare it for 
the deſperate, ſtrokes which, are ſometimes uſed 
in extreme occaſions. But as theſe occaſions 
may never. arrive, the mind receives a gratui- 
tous taint.z and the moral ſentiments ſuffer not 
a. little, when no political. purpoſe is ſerved by 
the depravation. , This ſort of people are ſo 
taken up with their theories about the, righta of 
n, that they. have totally forgot his nature. 
ichout rages day bees to the . 


CY 
vetted in theraſelves, and in hold that attend [t0- 
chem, all the well-placed: N of the human 
breaſt. 
This famous ſermon of the Old Jewry, breaches 
nothing but this | ſpirit through all the political 
part. Plots, maſſacres, aſſaſſinations, ſeem to ſome. 
people a trivial price for obtaining a revolution. A 
cheap, bloodleſs reformation, à guiltleſs liberty, 
appear flat and vapid to their taſte. There muſt” 
be a great change of ſcene; there muſt be a mag- 
nificent ſtage effect; there muſt be a grand ſpec- 
tacle to rouze the imagination, grown torpid with 
the lazy enjoyment of ſixty. years. ſecurity, and the 
ſtill unanimating repoſe of public proſperity. . The | 
Preacher found them all in the French revolution. 
This infpires a juvenile warmth through his whole. | 
frame. His enthuſiaſm kindles as he adyances z - | 
and when he arrives at his jon, it ig in a : 
\ 


full blaze. Then viewing, from the Piſgah of his 
pulpit, the free, moral, happy, 1 and 
glorious ſtate of France, as in a bird- eye landſcape 
of « promiſed land, he breaks om the; eee, 
rapture: ., _ f 

e What an eventful. peziod is this 1 am. of 

© thankful that I have lived to it; I could 4- 

“ moſt fay, Lord, now letteft thou thy ſervant de- 
Nai in peace, for mine eyes have ſten thy ſalua- 

* tion.—T have lived to ſee a diffieffon of know- 

© ledge, which has undermined ſuperſtition and 

« error.—I have lived to foe tbe rights af men 

© better underſtood than ever; and nations pant 

ing for liberty which ſeemed to have loſt the 

dea of it have lived to ſte Thirly Me 

8 8 ah 
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"Before I proceed further, 1 bave to "remark, 
that Dr. Price Teems rather, to. over-value the 
great acquiſitions of light which he has Na 2 
and diffuſed. in this age, The laſt century a 
pears to me to have been quite as 68 en- 
lightened. It had, though in a different, lace, | 
a triumph as memorable as that of Dr. Pri c&; 
and ſome of the great preachers of that perio 24” 7 
partook of it as eagerly as he has done in in the . 4 
triumph of France, On the trial of the Fer. 4 
Hugh Peters for high treaſon, it was d 
that when King Charles was brought to TY 0 
don for his trial, the Apoſtle of Liberty i in that 
day conducted the triumph. < 1 fa * ſays. the 
witneſs, © his majeſty in the coach with ix 
« horſes, and Peters riding before the king E 
« triumphing.” Dr. Price, when he talks as if he 
had made a "diſcovery, only follows a precedent; © 
for, after the commencement of the king's trial, 
this precurſor; the ſame! Dr. Peters, concluding 


a long prayer ar the royal chapel at Whitehall, 


s Anather.of theſe. tion gentlemen; eee | 
to ſome of the ſpeftacles which. Paris has lately exhibited» + 
expreſſes himſelf thus, A king dragged in ſubmiſſive triumph 4 
«« ty his conquering fubjedts is one of thoſe appearances o 

<«« grandeur which ſeldom riſe iu the proſpect of human af. 
faire, and which, during the remainder of my life, 1 fhall 

Ec with 8 n * en * 
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(he had very triumphantly choſen; his place) ſaid, 

« I have prayed and preached. theſe, twenty years; 

« and now I may ſay with old Simeon, Lord, nat 
« letteſt thou thy ſervant depart in peace, for mine 
« eyes have ſeen y ſalvation *.” Peters. had-not 
the fruits of his prayer ; for he neither departed ſo 
ſoon as he wiſhed, nor in peace. He became (what 
J heartily hope none of his followers may be in 
this country) himſelf a ſacrifice to the triumph 
which he led as Pontiff. They dealt at the Reſto- 


ration, perhaps, too hardly with this poor good 
man. But we owe it to his memory and his ſuf- 


_ Ferings, that he had as much illumination, and-as 
much zeal, and had as effectually undermined all 
the ſuperſtition and error which might impede the 
great buſineſs he was engaged i in, as any who fol- 
low and repeat after him, in this age, which would 
aſſume to itſelf an excluſive title to the knowledge 
of the rights of men, and all the glorious conſe- 
quences of that knowledge. 

After this ſally of the preacher of the Old 
Jewry, which differs only in place and time, 
but agrees perfectly with the ſpirit and letter 
of the rapture of 1648, the Revolution Soci- 
ety, the fabricators of governments, the heroic 
band of caſbierers of monarchs, electors of ſove- 
reigns, and leaders of kings in triumph, ſtrutti 
with a proud conſciouſneſs of the diffuſion 
of knowledge, of which every member had ob- 
tained ſo large a ſhare in the donative, were in 
-haſte to make a generous diffulion of the know- 


„ State Trials, vol. ii. p. 360, p. 363. 
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(9) 
ledge they had thus gratuitouſly received. To 


make this bountiful communication, they ad- 


journed from” the church in the Old Jewry, to 


"the London Tavern; where the ſame Dr, Price, 


in whom the fumes of his oracular tripod were 
not entitely evaporated, moved and carried the 
refolurion, or addreſs of congratulation, rfanfinitted 
by Lord Stanhope to the N ational Aſſembiy al 
France. 

I find a preacher of the goſpel prophaning the 
beautiful and propheric ejaculation, commonly call- 


ed © nunc dimittis,” made on the firſt preſentation 


of our Saviour in the Temple, and applying it, 
with an inhuman and unnatural rapture, to the 
moſt horrid, atrocious, and afflicting ſpectacle, that 
perhaps ever was exhibited to the pity and indig- 
nation of mankind, This “ leading in triumph, » 
athing in its beſt form unmanly and irreligious, 
which fills our Preacher with ſuch unhallowed 
tranſports, muſt ſhock, I believe, the moral taſte 
of every well-born mind. Several Engliſh were, 
the ſtupified and indignant ſpectators of that tri- 
umph. It was (unleſs we have been ſtrangely 
deceived) a ſpectacle more reſembling a proceſ- 
fon of American ſavages, entering into Onon- 
daga, after ſome of their murders called victories, 
and leading into hovels hung round with ſcalps, 
their captives, overpowered with the ſcoffs and 
buffets of women as ferocious as themſelves, much 


more than it reſembled the triumphal pomp of a 


civilized martial nation; —if a civilized nation, 


dr any men who had a ſenſe of generoſity, were 
capable of a perſonal n over the * and 


afflicted. 
9 This, 


( 200 ) 


a This, My dear Sir, was not the triumph of 
France. I muſt believe that, as a nation, it over- 
whelmed you with ſhame and horror. I muſt be- 
lieve that the National Aſſembly, find themſelves 
in a ſtate of the greateſt humiliation, in not being 
able to puniſh the authors of this triumph, or the 
actors in it; and that they are in a ſituation in 
which any enquiry they may make upon the ſub- 
ject, muſt be deſtitute even of the appearance of 


liberty or impartiality. The apology of that Aſ- 


ſembly is found in their ſituation; but when we 
approve what they muſt bear, it is in us the dete 
nerate choice of a vitiated mind. 

With a compelled appearance of A 
they vote under the dominion of a ſtern neceſſity. 
They ſit in the heart, as it were, of a foreign re- 
public: they have their reſidence in a city whoſe 
conſtitution has emanated neither from the char- 
ter of their king, nor from their legiſlative power. 
There they are ſurrounded by an army not raiſed 
either by the authority of their crown, or hy their 
command; and which, if they ſhould order to diſ- 
ſolve. itſelf, would inſtantly diſſolve them. There 
they ſit, after a gang of aſſaſſins had driven away 
all the men of moderate minds and moderating 
authority amongſt them, and left them as a ſort of 
dregs and refuſe, under the apparent lead of thoſe 
in whom they do not ſo much as pretend to have 
any confidence. There they ſit, in mockery of 
-. legiſlation, repeating in reſolutions the words of 
thoſe whom they deteſt and deſpiſe. Captives 
themſelves, they compel a captive king to iſſue 


as royal edicts, at third hand, the _ non- 
ſenſe 
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ſenſe of their moſt Heentious and giddy coffee- 
houſes, It is notorious, that all their meaſures ure 
decided before they are debated. It is beyond 
doubt, that under the terror of the bayonet, and 
the lamp poſt, and the torch to their houſes, they 
are obliged to adopt all the erude and deſperate 
meaſures ſuggeſted by clubs compoſed of a mon- 
ſtrous medley of all conditions, tongues, and na- 
tions. Among theſe are found perſons, in compa- 
riſon of whom Catiline would be thought ſerupu · 
lous, and Cethegus a man of ſobriety and mode- 
ration. Nor is it in theſe clubs alone that the 


publick meaſures are deformed into monſters,” They 


undergo a previous diſtortion in academies, intend- 
ed as ſo many ſeminaries for theſe elubs, which 
are ſet up in all the places of publick reſort. In 
theſe meetings of all ſorts, every counſel, in pro- 
portion as it is daring, and violent, and perfidious, 
is taken for the mark of ſuperior genius. Huma- 
nity and compaſſion are ridiculed as the fruits of 
ſuperftition and ignorance. - Tenderneſs to indivi- 
duals is confidered as treaſon to the public. Li- 
berty is always to be eſtimated perfect as property 
is rendered inſecure. Amidſt aſſaſſination, maſ- 
ſacre, and confiſcation, perpetrated or meditated, 
they are forming plans for the good order of 
future ſociety. Embracing in their arms the 
carcaſes of baſe criminals, and promoting their 
relations on the title of their offences, they 
drive hundreds of virtuous perſons to the fame 
end, by forcing them to ſubſiſt by beggary or 
by crime. 5 
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The Aſſembly, their organ, acts before them the 
farce of deliberation with as little decency as li- 
berty. They act like the comedians of a fait be- 
fore a riotous audience; they act amidſt the rumul- 
tuous cries of a mixed mob of ferociovs men, and 
of women loſt to ſhame, who, according to their 
inſolent fancies, direct, control, applaud, explode 
them; and ſometimes mix and take their ſeats 
amongſt them; dorhineering over them with a 
ſtrange mixture of ſervile petulance and proud 
preſumptuous authority. As they have inverted 
order in all things, the gallery is in the place of 
the houſe. This Aſſembly, which overthrows kings 
and kingdoms, has not even the phyſiognomy and. 
aſpect of a grave legiſlative body ier color imperii, 
net frons erat alla ſenatus. They have a power 
given to them, like that of the evil principle, to 
ſubvert and deſtroy; but none to conſtruct, except 
ſuch machines as may be fitted for further awer 
ſion and further deſtruction. 

Who is it that admires, and from thi heart 
is attached to national repreſentative aſſemblies, 
but muſt turn with horror and diſguſt from ſuch 
a profane butleſque, and abominable perverfion 
of that ſacred inſtitute ? Lovers of monarchy, lo- 
vers of republicks, muſt alike abhor it. The mem- 
bers of your Aſſembly muſt themſelves groan under 
the tyranny of which they have all the ſhame, none 
of the direction, and little of the profit. I am ſure - 
many of the members who compoſe even the ma- | 
jority of that body, muſt feel as I do, notwith- + 
Randing the applauſes of the Revolution Society. 

| — Mitcrable 
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— Miſerable: king! miſerable A ſſembigb How 
muſt chat aſſembly be ſilently ſcandaliged witch thoſe; 
of. their members, who would call a day which, 
ſeemed to blot the fun out of Heaven, un beau; 
jour How. muſt they be inwardly indignant at, 
hearing others, who thought fit to declare to them, 
« that the veſſel of the ſtate would fly forward 
e in her courſe towards regenetation with more 
« ſpeed than ever; from the ſtiff gale of treaſon 
and murder, which preceded our Preacher's tri- 
umph.! What muſt they have felt, whilſt with. 

outward patience and inward indignation; they, 
heard of the ſlaughter of innocent gentleen in 
their houſes, that the blood ſpilled. Mas not the 

„ moſt pure ?” What mult they have, felt, when 
they were beſieged by complaints of diſorders 
which ſhook their country to its foundations, at 
being compelled coolly to tell the complainants, 
that they were under the protection of the law, 
and that they would addrefs'the king (the captive 
king) to cauſe the laws to be enforced, for their 

protection; when the enſlaved miniſters of that 

captive king had formally notified to chem, that 
there were neither law, nor authority, nor power 
left to protect? What muſt they have felt at 

being obliged, as a fflicitation on the preſent 
new year, to requeſt their captive king to forget 

the ſtormy period of the laſt, on account of the 
great good which he was likely to produce to 
his people; to the complete attainment of which 
good they adjourned the practical demonſtrations 
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of their loyalty, aſſuring him of their obedience, 
when he ſhould no longer n any authority 
to command??˖.i, ns ale, 
This addreſs was made Win much good nature 
and affection, to be ſure. But among the tevolu- 
tions in France, muſt be reckoned a, conſiderable 
revolution in their ideas of politeneſs. In Eng- 
land we are ſaid to learn manners at ſecond- hand 
from your ſide of the water, and that we dreſs 
our behaviour in the frippery of F rance. At, ſo, 
we are ſtill in the old cut; and  haye, not ſo far 
conformed to the new Pariſian mode of good- 
breeding, as to think it quite in the moſt refined 
ſtrain of delicate compliment (whether in condo- 
lence or congratulation) to ſay, to the moſt humi- 
liated creature that crawls upon the earth, that 
great public benefits are derived from the murder 
of his ſervants, the attempted aſſaſſination of him- 
ſelf and of his wife, and the mortification, dif- 
grace, and degradation, that he has perſonally 
ſuffered. It is a topic of conſolation which our 
ordinary of Newgate would be, too, humane 5 
uſe to a criminal at the foot of che gallows. | 
ſhould have thought that the hangman of Faß 
now that he is liberalized by the vote of the 
National Aſſembly, and is allowed his rank and 
arms in the Herald's College of the rights of men, 
would be too generous, too gallant a man, too full 
of the ſenſe of his new dignity, to employ that 
cutting conſolation to any of; the perſons whom 
the \/eze nation might bring under the adminiſtra- 
tion of his executive powers. 
A man is fallen indeed, when he is thus flar- 
tered, 


feu hours of reſpite, and troubled melancholy 
repoſe. From this fleep the queen was firſt 
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tered. The anodyne draught of oblivion, thus 
drugged, is well calculated to preſerve! a galling 
wakefulneſs, and to feed the living ulcer of à cor 
roding memory. Thus to adminiſter the - opiate 
potion of amneſty, powdered with all the ingre- 
dients of ſcorn and contempt, is to hold to his ps, 
inſtead of the balm of hurt minds,“ the cup of 
human miſery full to We _ and to force him to 
drink it to the dreges. 1,921! eh inoit 

Fielding to de- at * as ſoreible as thoſe 
which were ſo delicately urged in the compliment 
on the new year, the king of France will probably 
endeavour to forget theſe events, and that compli- 
ment. But hiſtory, who keeps a durable record of 
all our acts, and exerciſes. her av ful cenſure” over 
the proceedings of all forts of fovereigns, will not 
forget, either thoſe events, or the ra of this li- 
beral refinement in the intercourſe of mankind. 
Hiſtory will record, that on the morning of the 
6th of October 1789, the king and queen df 
France, aſter à day of confuſion, alarm, diſmay, 
and ſlaughter, lay down, under the pledged ſe- 
curity of public faith, to indulge nature in a 


ſtartled by the voice of the centinel at her door, 
who cried out to her, to ſave herſelf by flight 
that this was the laſt proof of fidelity he could 
give that they were upon him, and he was 
dead. Iaſtantly he was cut down. A band of 
cruel rufflans and aſſaſſins, reeking with his blood, 
ruſhed into the chamber o Ws queen; and Feen 
with 
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with an hundred ſtrokes of bayonets and poniards 
the bed, from whence this perſecuted woman had 
but juſt time to fly almoſt naked, and through ways 
unknown to the murderers had eſcapedꝭ to fee re- 
fuge at the feet of a king and Huſband, not ene 
of his own life for a moment. 
This king, to ſay no more of him, a this 

queen, and their infant children (who once 


would have been the pride and hope of a great 


and generous people) were then forced to aban- 
don the ſanctuary of the moſt ſplendid palace in 


the world, which they left ſwimming in blood, 


polluted by maſſacre, and ſtrewed with ſcattered 
limbs and mutilated carcaſes. Thence they were 


conducted into the capital of - their kingdom. 


Two had been ſrlected from the uprovoked, 
unreſiſted, promiſcuous ſlaughter, | which was 


made of the gentlemen of birth and family who 
compeſed the king's body guard. Theſe two 
gentlemen, with all the parade of an execution 
of juſtice, were cruelly and publickly dragged to 
the block, and beheaded in the great court of 


the palace. Their heads were ſtuck upon ſpears, 
and led the proceſſion; whilſt the royal captives 
who followed in the train were ſlowly moved 
along, amidſt the horrid yells, and ſhrilling 
ſcreams, and frantic dances, and infamous con- 
tumelies, and all the unutterable abominations 
of the furies of hell, in the abuſed ſhape of the 
vileſt of women. After they had been made to 
taſte, drop by drop, more than the bitterneſs of 


death, in the flow torture of a journey of twelve 
miles, 


ry 
— 
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miles, ptotratted to fix hours, they were, under a 
guard, compoſed of thoſe. very foldiers who had 
thus conducted them through this famous triumph 
lodged in one of che old palaces of Paris, now con- 
verted into 4 Baſtile for kings. | 

Is this a triumph to be conſecrated at altars ? 
to be commemorated with grateful thankſgiving ? 
to be offered to the divine humanity with fervene 

prayer and enthuſiaſtick ejaculation ?—Theſe The- 
ban and Thracian Orgies, acted in France, and ap- 
plauded only in the Old Jewry, laffure you, kindle 
ic enthuſiaſm in the minds but of very 
few people in this kingdom; although a faint 
and apoſtle, who may have revelations of his 
own, and who has ſo completely vanquifhed att 
the mean ſuperſtitions. of the heart, may incline 
to think it pious and decorous to compare it 
with the entrance into the world of the Prince of 
Peace, , proclaimed in an holy temple by a vencera- 
ble ſage, and not long before not worſe announced 
r to the 5 innocence. of 
ſnepherds. 

At firſt 1 was at à loſs to Ae fo. chisifis i 
of unguarded tranſport. I knew, indeed, that 
the ſufferings of monarchs make à delicious re- 
paſt to ſome ſort of palates. There were re- 
flexions which might ſerve to keep this ap- 
petite within ſome bounds of tempetance. But 
when I took one circumſtance into my conſi- 
deration, I was obliged to confeſs, that much 
allowance ought to be made for the Society, and 


that the temptation was too ſtrong for common 
diſ- 
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diſcretion; 1 mean, the circumſtande of the 10 
Pæan of the triumph, the animating cry which 


called ,* for al the RISHOPS to be hanged on 
« the lamp- poſts“, might well have brought 


forth a burſt of enthuſiaſm... on the foreſeen 


conſequences of this happy day. I allow to ſo 
much enthuſiaſm fone little deviation from pru- 


dence. I allow this prophet to break forth into 


a 


hymns. of joy and thankſgiving on an event which 
appears like the precurſor of the Millenium, and 


the projected fifth monarchy, in the deſtruction of 


all church eſtabliſnments. There was, however 


(as in all human affairs there is) in the midſt of 


this joy ſomething to exerciſe the patience of theſe 
worthy gentlemen, and to try the long-ſuffering of 


their faith. The actual murder of the king and 


queen, and their child, was wanting to the other 


auſpicious circumſtances of this beautiful day. 
The actual murder of the biſhops, though called 
for by ſo many holy cjaculations, was. alſo want · 


ing. A groupe of regicide and {acrilegious 


laughter, was indeed boldly ſketched, but it 
Was only ſketched, It unhappily was leſt un- 


finiſhed, in this great hiſtory- piece of the maſ- 


ſacre of innocents. What hardy pencil of a 


great maſter, from the ſchool of the rights of 


men, will finiſh it, is to be ſeen hereafter. The 


age has not yet the compleat benefit of that 
_ diffuſion of knowledge that has undermined, ſu- 


perſtition and error; and, the king of France 


© wants another object or two, to conſign to ob- 


* Tous les Eveques à la lanterne. 
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K MY 


2 


livion, 4 Scheier all. 92 
to ariſe from Ny own ſu . 


crimes of an e Ts 4 


which is 
Wan atriotic 


HE. 


bond 30 8 Although 


| Ad nig eee eee 
ſubject by an eye-wityeſs. That eye-witnels was one of the 
moſt honeſt, intelligent, and eloquent members of che National 
Aſſembly, one of the moſt active and zealous reformers. of the 
ſtate. He was obliged to ſecede from the aſſembly ; and he 
afterwards became a volantary exile, on account of the hor- 
rors of this pious triumph, and the diſpoſitions of men, who, pro- 
fting of crimes, if nen have er 8 
public affairs. | T arty tis 


EXTRACT of M. de Lally Tollendal's Second A. 
| a Friend, (Of. < 

« Parlons du parti que j ai pris; il eſt bien juſtiſiẽ dans ma 
conſcience.—Ni. cette ville coupable, ni cette afſemblte plus 
coupable encore, ne meritoient que je me juſtifie ; mais j'ai 
a cœur que vous, et les perſonnes qui penſent comme vous, ne 
me condamnent pas.—Ma fante, je vous jure, me rendoit 
mes fonctions impoſiibles ; mais meme en les mettant de cote 
il a etẽ aq-deſfus de mes forces de ſupporter plus long- tems 
horreur| que me/ cauſoit ce ſang,—ces tetes,—cette reine 
preſque egorgie. — ce roi, - amenẽ eſclave,—entrant à Paris, au 
milieu de ſes aſſaſſins, et precede des tetes de ſes mal- 
beureux gardes.—Ces perfides janniſſaires, ces aſſaflins, ces 
femmes cannibales, ce cri de, Tous LBs Vr dots A LA 


LANTERNE, dans le moment ou le toi entre ſa capitale avec 
deux eveques de n el a. 4a voiture. Un cap de 


Fufil, que j ai vu üter dans un des cargſes de la reine. 


M. Bailley app laat cela un beau Jour. L'afſemblee ayant 


declare froidement le matin, qu'il n'Eroit pas de ſa dignite 
daller toute entiere environner le roi. M. Mirabead difant 


impunement dans cette aſſemblẽe, que le vaiſſeau de Ferat, 


loins d'etre arrete dans fa courſe, Ylanceroit avec plus de ra- 
pidité que jamais vers ſa r&generation, M. Barnave, riant 
avec lui, quand des flots de {ang coulgient autour de nous. 
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p Although this work of our new light and know. 
tedge, did not go to the length, that in all probi- 
bility it was intended it fhould be carried; yet 1 
muſt think, that ſuch treatment of any human 
creatures muſt be ſhocking to any but thoſe 


Le vertueux Mounier* echappant par miracle à vingt aſſaſſins, 
qui-avoient-voulu faire de ſa tete un troph&e de plus, | 

Voila ce qui me fit jurer de ne plus mettre le pied dans cette 
caverne d' Antropephages [the National Aſſembly] od je n'avois 
plus de force d'4lever la voix, ou depuis fix ſemaines je ayois 
elevẽe en vain. Moi, Mounier, et tous les honnetes gens, ont le 
dernier effort à faire pour le bien Etoit d'en ſortir. Aucune ide 
de crainte ne s'eſt approchte de moi. Je rougirois de men 
deſendre. Pavois encore regia ſur la route de la part de ce 
peuple, moins coupable que ceux qui Vont enivrẽ de fu- 
reur, des acclamations, et des applaudiſſementa, dont d'autres 
Auroient tte flattẽs, et qui m' ont fait fremir, C'eſt A Vin- 
dignation, c'eſt à Ihorreur. C'eſt aux convulſions phyfiques, 
que le ſeul aſpect du ſang me fait eprouver que j'ai cede. On 
brave une ſeule mort; on la brave pluſieurs fois, _ elle 
pont ẽtre utile. Mais aucune puiſſance ſous. le Ciel, 
aucune opinion publique ou priuce n ont le. droit de me con- 


damner A ſauffrir inutilement mille ſupplices par minute, et 


a perir de .deſeſpoir, de rage, au milieu des riomphes, du 
crime que je,n'ai pu arrẽter. Ils me proſcriront, ils conſiſque- 
ront mes biens. Je [lahqurerai la terre, et je ne les verrai 
plus Voila ma juſtification. Vous poutes la lire, la mon- 
tror, la laiſſer copier; tant pis pour ceux qui ne la com- 
prendront pas; ce ne ſera alors moi qui auroit eut tort de la 
leur donner.“ 

This military man had not ſo good nerves as the peaceable 
X gentleman of the Old Jewry,-See Monſ. Mounier's narra- 
tive of theſe tranſactions ; a man allo of ** and virtue, 
and talents, and therefore a ſugitive. 


* N.B. Mr. Mounler was then ſpeaker of the National Aſſembly. He 


| has fince-been obliged to live in exlle, though one of the firmeſt aſſettors of 
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ade for accompliſhing, Revgluti- 
ens, But, canpor. ſtop here. Influenced by che 
inborn of m nature, and, not being illu- 
minated by a ſingle ray of this new-ſprung mo- 
dern light, J confeſs to you, Sir, that the exalt- 
ed rank of the perſons ſuffering, and particu- 
lacly the ſex, the beauty, and the amiable qua- 
liries of the deſcendant of ſo many kings and 
emperors, with the tender age of royal infants, 


inſenſible only through infancy and innocence of 


the cruel outrages to which their parents were ex- 
poſed, inſtead of being a ſubject of exultatian, adds 
not a little to my ſenſibility on that moſt ans 
choly occaſion. 

J hear that the auguſt perſon, who was he 
principal object of our preacher's triumph, 


though he ſupported himſelf, felt much on that 


ſhameful occaſion. As a man, it became him to 
feel for his wife and his children, and the faith- 
ful guards of his perſon, that were maſſacred in cold 
blood about him; as a prince, it became him to 
feel for the ſtrange and frightful transformation of 
his civilized ſubjects, and to be more grieved for 
them, than ſolicitous for himſelf. It derogates lit- 
tle from his fortitude, while it adds infinitely to the 
honour of his humanity. I am very ſorry to lay i it, 
very ſorry indeed, that ſuch perſonages are in a 
ſituation in which it is not unbecorning to. praiſe 
the virtues of the great. 

I hear, and I rejoice to hear, that the great 
lady, the other object of the triumph, has borne 
that day (one is intereſted that beings made far 
8 ſhould ſuffer woll) and that ſhe bears 
. all 


* 
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priſonment of her huſband, and het 0wr>-capels 


vity, and the exile of her friends, and the;infults 


ing adulation of addreſſes, and the whole weight of 


her accumulated wrongs, with a ſerene patience: 
in a manner ſuited to her rank and race, and be- 
coming the offspring of a ſovereign diſtinguiſhed 
for her piety and her courage; that like he/ſhe 
has lofty ſentiments; that ſhe feels with the, digs 
nity, of a Roman matron that. in the, laſt. extre- 
mity ſhe will ſave. herſelf from the laſt diſgrace, 
and that if ſhe muſt 15 ſhe will fall by no igno · 
ble hand. 1 e 
It is now ſixteen or ſeventeen years face: I 
ſaw the queen-of France, then the dauphineſs, 
at Verſailles ;;and ſurely never lighted on this 
orb, which ſhe hardly ſeemed. to touch, a more 
delightful viſion, I faw her juſt above the ho- 
rizon, decorating and cheering the ele yated 
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like the morning-ſtar, full of life, and Jendor, 


and joy. Oh! what a reyolution ! and hat, an 
heart muſt, I have, to contemplate without emo- 


tion that elevation and that fall! Little did * 


dream that, when ſhe added titles of veneration 
to thoſe of enthuſiaſtic, diſtant, reſpectful love, 
that ſne ſhould ever be obliged to carry the ſharp 
antidote againſt diſgrace concealed in that bo- 
ſom; little did I dream that I ſhould have lived 
to ſee ſuch diſaſters fallen upon her in a nation 
of gallant men, in a nation of men of honouf 
and of cavaliers. I thought ten thouſand ſwords 
muſt have * from their ſcabbards to avenge 

ns. 
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even a look that threatened her with infolt=Bur 


the age of ckivalry is gone; = That of ſophiſters, 
conomiſts, and ealeulators; has ſuceeeded; and 


the glory of Europe is extinguiſhed for ever. 
Never, never more, ſhall we behold that gene- 
rous loyalty to rank” and ſex, that proud” ſob- 
miſſion, chat ' dignified obedience; "that ſubordi- 
nat” of the heart, which kept alive; even in 
ſervitude itſelf, the ſpirit of an exalted freedom. 
The unbought grace of life,” the eheap deſenee of 
nations, the nurſe of manly ſentiment and herbe 
entefpriꝛe is gone! Tt is gone, chat ſenſibility" of 
principle, that chaſtity of honour, which felt 4 
ſtain like a wound, which inſpired courige whilſt 
it mitigated ferocity, which ennobled whatever it 
touched, and under which vice NE toft* half its 
evil, by lofing all irs grofinefs. KV: i 
This mixed! fyſtem of — karten 
had its origin in the antient chivalry; and the 
principt le, though varied in its appearance dy 
the varying Ttate of human affairs, ſubſiſted and 


influenced through à long ſucceſſion of genera- 
tions, even tö the time we live in. If it ſhould 


ever be totally extinguiſhed, the lofs I fear will 
be great. It is this which has given its character 
to modern Europe. It is this which has diſtin- 
gurſhed it under all its forms of government, and 
diſtinguiſhed it to its advantage, from the ſtates 
of Aſia, and poſſibly from thoſe ſtates which 
flouriſhed in the moſt brilliant periods of the 
antique world. It was this, which, without con- 
founding racks, had produced a noble. equality, 
and handed it down * all the ä 

0 


( 114 ) 
of thcial life. (0 It» was'thid Opinio bveblehe miss- 
gated kings into companiony ati qaiſedꝰ private 
wen ro befellows; with kings: Wichouviforcey 
or oppolrion, it ſobduetc the fierceneſs cofopride 
and power : it» obliged ſovereigns to ſubmit t 
the ſoſt rollat of ſocial: eſteem, compellod ſteum 
authority to ſubmit to elegance, and gave à do- 
mination e, of laws, to be ſubd oe by 
manners PE e 0 % png 10 37 ei dd 
—— tobe changed · All the-pleaſing 
to fons; which made power gentle, and obedionete 
htberal;/which: harmonized: the different ſnades of 
life, and which, by a bland aſſimilation, incor- 
porated into politics the ſentiments which: beau-· 
rify / and foften private fociety,'-are to be diſ⸗ 
folved by this new conquering empire of light 
and reaſon. All the decent dtapery of life is t 
be rudely torn off. All the ſuperadded ideas; 
furniſhed from the wardrobe of a moral imagi- 
nation, which the heart owns, and the under- 
ſtanding ratifies, as neceſſary to cover the de- 
fects of our naked ſhivering nature; and to raiſe 
it to 'dightty in our o n eſtimation, te to be 
exploded 15 * wann 8 r Wager; 
faſhion." zaothofie 20) 
On cis cee mage d king is but 4 
man; 2 queen is but a woman; a woman is but 
an animal; and* an animaß not of the higheſt 
order. All homage paid to the Ex in general 
as ſuch; and without diſtinct views, is to be re- 
garded as romance and folly. Regicide, and 
patticide, and ſacrilege, are but i8tions"oF: fu 


. perftition, corrupting . by deſtrpy⸗ 
ing 
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( us ) 
ing its ſuuplicieyaꝗ The! murder] of kings ar u 

queetng uro aa biſnop: ret ua ſacher at on am = 
mon homitidꝰ; and if the people are by an 

change3cortin»any) way geinere by it ſort of 

hamicide much the molt pardonable, and itñ 
which W. augbt not to make tho ſevere n qcru 
ting. dag bat angels of Yinmdet o Hod 
Ono ahe ſcheme of this ibarbarous: philoſophy; 
which is the offspring of cold hearts and muddy 

underſt andings and vhich is at ved of dolid:wil- 
dom as-it is deſtitute of alb taſte and elegance: 
laws at tobe ſupported only by their oi tet 
rors, and by the concert; which each indiwidnal 
may find in them, ſrom his on pri ate ſpeouls 
tions, or can ſpare tu them from his1d7n{private: 
intereſts, In the groves of ;beir -acagdemy; at the 
end of every viſto, you ſee nothidbut the gal- 
lows. Nothing is leſt which engages the affee- 
tions on the part of the commonwealch! On dhe 
principles of this mechanie philoſophm our in- 

ſtitutions can never be embodied, if ꝗ may 

uſe the {expreſſign, in perſons; ſo as to ereate 

in us love, veneration, admiration, or attach - 
ment. But that ſort of reaſon which baniſhes 
the affections is incapable of filling their place. 
Theſe public affections, combined with man- 
nete, are required ſometimes: as ſupplements, 
ſometimes as cotrectiues, always as aids to law. 
The. precept given by a wiſe man, as well as: a, 
great, critic, for the conſtruction of poems, is 
equally; true as to ſtates. Nen ſatis. ef. pulebra 
eſe, poemgin, Aulcis ſunte. There ought tg; be. a 


ſyſtem. gf manners in Every. nation which a well- 
921 „ formed 


— n 
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formed mind would be diſpoſed, to teliſb . To 
make us love our GOURIEY, ou try MON 
be lovely. OF $0 ain 2 

Byt power, of ſome kind 95 other, will 3 
the ſhock in which manners and W 12 0 
and it will find other and worſe means for, 
port. The uſurpation which, in order to Ch 
antient inſtitutions, bas deſtroyed antient princi- 
ples, will hold power by a pg to thoſe 4 
which it has acquired i it. When, the old. 
and chivalrous ſpirit. of Fealty, which, 2 — 
kings from fear, freed both kings and ſubjecte 
from the. precautions of tyranny, ſhall, be extinct 
in the minds of men, plots and aſſaſinations will 
be anticipated by preventive. murder and pre ven- 
tive confiſcation, and that long roll of grim and 
bloody maxims, which form the political code. of 
all power, not ſtanding, on its, own, honour and 
the honour of thoſe who are to obey it, - Lina 
will be tyrants from OT when ſubjeRts are re- 
bels from principle. 11 i! e ee br 

When antient opinions and rules df life ate 
taken away, the loſs cannot poſſibly. be eſtimated. 
From that moment we have no compaſa to govern 
us; nor can we know diſtinctly to what port we 
ſteer. Europe undoubtedly, taken in 4 mas, was 
in a flouriſhing condition the day on which, your 
Revolution was compleated. How much of that 
praſperous ſtate was owing to the ſpirit, of our old 
manners and opinions, is not caſy to ſay; but as 
ſuch cauſes cannot be indifferent in their opera- 
tion, we muſt preſume, that, on the whole, their 
operation was benefieial. re tutiohiloc rom 
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Cn y 
We lte but too üpt to Coändef tungs in Ine 
ſtate u Whith' we find them; without fo vfficiencly iy. 
0 to the cauſes by which they have een 
15 „ and p6MBIy"'rta ay de "upheld. 10 
0 0 e certain, khan chat our. manners, 
civilization, and-all, 3 good things whic 
are 40 with . fs, and with civiliza 
cit, bays i dib, RG world” of ours, de. 
pode for ages upon two principles; tad were 
che ae df Both combined; 11 mean the 
un We gentleman, ahd'the ſplrik of refigi Ot. 
115 nobility and the cletgy, the 668 by 5 
ion, the other by patronage, keßt A rhe 


ritten, eben in the matt of arts" 4hd"confur 


ſbris,” and whück governmeftts were rather in 
their 'cavſes than formed, ' Learning paid back 
what” it received tö nobility and to priefthoody 
and pid it with uſuty, by enlarging their "Ideas, 
and by furtiſhing their minds. Happy if they had 
all'cotititived to know! their indifotuble WR, 
and their proper place! Happy if Telning, 5 
debatithed” by ambition, had” been RR. 
continde the inſtrüctor, and not aſpired t6'be Rl 
maſter! "Alotig with its natural protettbrs hid: 
gvardiahs, learning will be caft into the mire, 
and trodden down under the hoofs of a belli 
moltitude. W 110 £34 MI fron: 

"If, 28 1 ſuſpect, moderm letters owe kate ia 
they are always willing to ben to antient man- 
ners, ſo do other intereſts which we valve full as 
much as they are worth. Even commetre, and 
trace, aud manufactute, the gods of our œtõhο- 
mital politicians, are cheraſdves perhups but 
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erdarii6 e "them elves "bbt" felis, abc e 
firſt cauſes, w e orſhip. p. They de an 
Ty. vo under the fame” ſhade in which lea | 
Acuriticd: 392 toe e del Cay with their Ratural 
protibg p gel. Vün vos u, for the” reſent 
at " leaf, t 2 56 thre aren to to bre r 106 ether, 
Where t trade and magolsktöres are wentj 10 0's 
People, ey the f pitic, of nobility and fefi gion 're- 


— 


mains ſentiment 0 plies, a nd 90. Lo $ il} U"fop- 
415 t ir place ; ut if A tlie arts 
e loft; i in an experiment to try ow well a 


15 may Rand without theſe old fundam ental 


"= inciple 1972 


Ll les, what ſort of a thing. muſt be a tation 
groſs, ſtup id, ferocious, and at the fame time, 
poor and 55 barbarians, deſtitute of 73 2 
; honour, or manly pride, poſſeſſing nathin 
e an | boping for nothing f hereafter Aly 
— D vou may not be going faſt, and 
1Horre cut, to that dorrible and ditg Suſtfo ! 
jog, Al Al ready” there” 18 A Pore os 955 
8 een s and yl gar! 


S 10 of f the allembly ly and. +4 Aa 15 
ofs. þ heir liberty 1 18 got Hi Tiber: . Their ſcience 
us pre ſumptuous ignorance. "Th cle e 
ſavage and brutal, * ITED Ro 
It is not clear, whether j in England w e Jearned 
thoſe grand and decorous principles, an: d mapners, 
of which conſiderable traces yet remain, from Jou, 
a or whether you took them from us. But to you, 
I think, ve trace them beſt, Lou ſeem to me to 
\ hemgentis incunabula noftre.,.. F 'rance has ; always 
more or leſs, influegced manners in Englan nd; and 
; When: your fountain- js choaked up and polled, 
eng 
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every prigciple o of reſpect, one is almoſt 


would, becaoſe we are ſo made as 
fedted: at "fuck ſpefticles with melancholy ſenci- 


. ments open 
proſperity, 


(wy 
che ſteeam 11 „f 255 9, long, or not N a 
vich u, gi-perbaps, x ich go es 755 
all Eur grope, 3 1 fy uns by cloſe a od RB 


tected a conve ern 1 in wh at is do 15 102 Ey- 


cuſe me, therefore, 2 ve Fart too 85 t 
arrocious 22 acle of 47 fixth of O& 8 5 oy 
or have ; giyeh. "too | much K ſcope, to the t 42 
which have ariſen 1 in my mind on acc; lion 'of 
molt important of all revoluti kind ich m 
dared from that day, 1 meat y revols tion in Sy 
ments, manners, and moral opinions. As 


now ſtand, with every thing reſpeRable' gene en 


Wii 


without us, and an attempt to deſtroy” 1085 us 


rt} ane 


be for harbouring the common 10 $ s 


Wh do 1 feel fo differently from the Revetegd 


Dr. Price, and thoſe of his lay flock, ho 60 * 
"choole + {9 adopt che ſentiments of his mop 


For this plain reaſon—becavſe it is nw 51 
to be af- 


Unstable condition” of mortal 
[the tremendous uncer ainty 'of 
human greatneſs ; becauſe in thoſe "natural feel- 


ings we learn great leſſons ; becauſe in events 


4? 1 


like theſe our paſſions inſtruct our reaſon; be- 


cauſe when kings are Hurl'd from their thrones 


by the Supreme Ditector of rhis great drama, and 
become the objects of inſult to the baſe, and of 


pity to the good, we behold ſuch diſaſters in the 
motal, "as we ſhould "behold à miracle in the 
Phyſical order of t we Te! alarmed into 

uy mY 4 29189 reflexion; 
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N are thus outraged. Poets, who; have 
t d 


ff SH WW 

Free our minds (as it has, long ſiace beep 
obſerved), ate, purified. by; terror and pitga dur 
weak unthinking pride is humbled, vader the 
diſpenſacions of a myſteriouʒ wiſdom. mt tear 
might be drawn, from me, if ſuch ag ſpeftagle 
. 1 He nge In 
ame OF £5) I 1N,,my by 4 at 4 vperfic 
theatric fea of, primed. red, hilft I could 
exult over it in real life. With ſuah 8 peryerted 
mind, 1 could never venture to ſbeꝶ q face at 


| 5 111 People, would. think the [ tears that 


arrick formerly, or that Siddons not long ſinge; 
harg. extorted from, mę. were the teats of hypo- 
eri 14 0 Id know them to be the tears of 
ol Nina 41949 FH TLUT P1109 AGUEIUGMRROA 1691 
Ladeed the theatre is à better ſchool of wor 
ſentitgents than churches, here the ſeclingsſ of 


o deal with an audience not yet graduated. in 
the, ſchool of the rights. of men, and who muſt 
apply chemſelves ta the moral,conſtitution ofthe 
heart, would not dare to produce ſuch, a triumph 
28 3 F 
follow their natural impulſes, they would gov 
bear the_ogiqus maxims of a Marhiavelian po- 
licy, whether applied to the attainment of mos. 


narchical or democratic tyranny. They would 
reject them on the modern, as they once did on the 


antient ſtage, , where they, could not beer even 
the hypothetical propoſition of ſuch wickedneſs 
io the mouth of a perſonated tyrant, though ſuĩt | 
able to the character he ſuſtained. Ne. theatrit 


audience in Athens, would bear what has been 


borne, 


of the conſpirators than to their parſim 
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dordeß ity the” midſt bf the real tragedy bf {this oi 
triumphal day; à printipat-aftor weighing, as it 
were in ſrales hung in athop of horror,. ſo wach 
actual Erime againft ſo" noch contingent" aUvan- | 
od: after putting in and our” welghts, 
declariug that the balance was bn the ſide of the 
advantüges, They would not bear to feb" the 
crimes of new democracy poſted 28 in 4 J64- 
ger agaiaf che crimtes of old deſpotiſm, and — 
——— finding democracy ill 
in debt; but by no means ere * 
pay the balance. Ia the theatre, tlie firſt 
tuitive glanee, without any elaborate proceſs of 
reaſoningy/ would ſhew, that this metHod dfipo)i2 
tical computation, would juſtify every enten bf 
etime. They would ſee, that on theſe in- 


cipley,' even where the very worſt acts wete flbt 


ir was owing father to the fortune 
ther expenditore of treachery atid blood. wa 
would ſoon fee; that criminal means once 
leruted are ſboon 'prefetrtd. They Prefefſt 4 
ſhorter eve'ro che objeck than through the hi 
way of the moral virtues. Juſtifyiag perhidy | 
and; murder for” public benefit, public benefit 
would ſoon become hb gecean fuld perfidy” and 
murder the end ; until rapacity,'tnalice, revenge, 
and fear more dreadful than reveiige, could ſati- 
ate their inſatiable' appetites. Such muſt be the 
conſequerices of loſing in the ſplendour of theſe rri- 
umphs of the — of "men, ew natural ſenſe of 
wrong and right. F147 IN 49 64119 S643: O! 
But the Rojerend Paſtor ex in this * jcad- 
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«f; ing in triumph, Sn becedſe; truly, oO 
was tec an arbitrary mianacch #7 that is, ii ether 
words, neither moromai leſs, than becauſe he was 
Louis the XVIth, and ibetnuſa he hd the miſ- 
ſortune to be burn kingiof France, with, che pre- 
rogatives of which, a Jong line of anceſtors, and 
a long acquieſce nos of / che people without any 
act of his, had put him in poſſeſſion · A misſor- 
tune it has indeed turned out to him, that he was 
born king of france. But misfortune is, not crime, 
noc 8. JIndifcretion.always! the,greateſt guilt. 1 
Mall never think chat a prince, the acts of. whoſe 


Whole reign, were a ſeries of conceſſions to his 


ſubjects, Abo was willing to relax .his authority, 
10 gernit his prerogati ves, to call, his people to a 
bars of freedom, not known, perhaps not de- 
fired by their anceſtors, ſuch a, prince, though 
be ſhould, be ſubject to the common, frailtes 
attached to men and 10 pringes, though 
ſhould have once thought it neceſſary, to provi. 
force againlt, che, deſperate, dcfigns manifeſtly 
, carrying on on againſt his perſon, and the Mine 
of, his authority; tbough. all; this, id be taken 
into conſideration, 1 ſhall, be 1 J with. fc 
difficulty to think he. 5 ny 4" ue 
inſulting triumph of Paris, and of F. aa Price, 
1;.rremble far the cauſe of; ue, from ſuch 
an example to kings, I trem ble. ſor the cauſe, of 
bumanity, in the unpuniſhed optrages of the 
moſt wicked of mankind., ; But;there are ſome 
people of chat low and degenerate faſhion, of 
wind, that they look up with a, fort of compla- 
cent awe and admiration to who now 
"ro 


T: 


kings,” 


Serre r , a od. . 


(wm). 
to Veep gem in their! deargts, hold a ſtrict hand 
over chein ſubijects. ' row uſfert / theio-prerogative, 
uncl vy the ak ened vigitancecof a ſevert deſpo- 
tim, v gourd nagainſt che very firs approachds 
of fretd om Ayaink ſunh as the! they“ urver 
elevate their voiee . Deſecters rot principte, 
liſted Wiek fortune, thry never ſee any good in 
ſuffering virtue; nor any crime in proſporous uſur- 
Sitioh 640 AG 07 140 0307 DaI9b mes Hin; 
If it could have been mate eleur tome, thi 
the King and queen of Fraue (thoſe Lem who - 
were ſth before the rr rumph) were inenorable 
and cru tyrants, that they had formed à dN. 
berate ſcheme for maſſacning the Vtionab . N- 
ſembly (I thin I "have! ſeen ſome thing Hite the 
lattet ĩnfinbated in certain publications) fu 


think their captivity juſt. If this be trut, much 


more ought to have been done; but done; in my 
opinion, ih another manner; The puniſhment'of 
Teal” tyfahts i 4 noble and awful ac bf joRtice; 
26d it His with truth bern faid to be cono.Ih¹ 
46 the iuman nd. But ff I were kö ptififlr a 
wicked King, F hoold regard the digiity in aveng- 
inge the krumme. Juſtice is grave and decorsd 

and in its, fhifhments rather ſeems to ſübmift to 
à neceſſity, than to make à choice. Hud Nefob, 


or Agrippina, or Louis the Eleventh, or CHarles 


the 'Nidth, been the ſubject; if Charles the 
Twelfth of Sweden, after the murder of *Patkvl, 
or his predeceſſof Chriſtina, after the murder of 
Monaldeſchi, Bad fallen into your Hands, Sit, br 


into" mins, 1 am fore our condutt would bare 


been different 03 SVDI2BULLDE 215 owe 1033 
S474 If 
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„Ir ine French King; or King of 'the Preidch? 
(or by whatever name he is known in the new 
vocabulary of your eonſtitution) has in his'own' 
perſon; and that of his Queen, really deſerved 
theſe unavowed but unavenged murderous u- 
tempts, and thoſe ſubſequent indignities more 
cruel than murder, ſuch perſon would ill de- 
ſerve even that ſubordinate executorytruſt; 
vhich I underſtand is to be placed in Him : not 
is he it to be called chief in a nation Which he 
has outruged and oppreſſed. A worſe choice for 
ſoch an office. in a new commonwealth; than 
that of 2 depoſed tytantꝭ could net poſſibly be 
made But to degrades and iaſult a man as the 
vworſt of criminals, and after wards to truſt him 
in your higheſt concerns, as a faithful; honeſt; 
and zealous ſervant, is not conſiſtene in reuſon- 
ing, nor prudent in policy, nor ſaſe in practice. 
Thoſe» WwHñO could make ſuch an appointment 
muſt be guiſty of a more flagrant breach of truſt 
than any they have yet committed aguſt che 
people As this is the only crime is which y 
leading politicians could have acted ĩnconſi ſtently, 
F conchude that there is no ſort of ground for theſe 
horrid inſinuations. I think no better of all the 
other calumnies A JOZ 1990, THO YOU DAY 
In England, we give no credit to them. We are 
generous enemies: We are faithful allies. We 
ſpurn from us with diſguſt and indignation the 
ſlanders of thoſe who bring us their anecdotes 
with the atteſtation of the ſlower- de- luce Un their 
ſhoulder,» We have Lord George Gordon faſt 
in * and neither his being a public prp-" 
T ſelyte 
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ſclyte.,,tp Judgiſaꝶ, por hjs, chxving rin his tal 
agaio{t, Cathalick prieſts and all-ſart of cocle- 
fiaſticy, raiſed a mob (excuſe the term, it ia iſtill 


in uſe here] which. pulled down! all our priſons, 


have preſerved to him a liberty, of which he did 

not rendet [himſelf worthy by a virtuous uſe tf 
it. We have rebuilt Newgate, and tenanted the 
manſion. W̃ have priſons almoſt as ſtrong a8 
the Baſtile, ſor thoſe who, dare to lihelſahe/ 
queens of France. Ia this, ſpiritual, retreat, let 
the noble libeller remain. Let him) there ma- 
ditate on his Thalmud, until he learns a: con- 
duct more becoming bis birth and partso and: 


ot ſo diſgraceful. to the antient religion a0 which: 


he has become a proſelyte; or until/ ſome perſons 
from your ſide of the water,” to pleaſe your 
new Hebrew brethren, {ſhall ranſom him. He 
may then be enabled to purchaſe, with the old 
hoards of the ſynagogue, and a very ſmall/ pound. 
age, on tho long compound intereſt of the thirty 
pieces of ſilver ( Dr. Price has: ſhewn us what) 
miracles compound: intereſt, will perform in 1390 
years) the lands which, ate lately. diſedyered to 
have been uſurped by the Gallican church. Send 
us your popiſh Archbiſbop of Paris, and we will. 
ſend you our proteſtant Rabbin. Werſhall treat 
the perſon you ſend us in exchange like à gen- 
tleman and an honeſt man, as he is but pray 
let him hring with him the fund of his hoſpita · 
lity, bounty, and charity ; and, depend upon it. 
we ſhall never conſiſcate à ſnilling oſ that ho- 
nourable and pious fund, nor thin of enriching 
3 ſpoils of the -poor-boxs- 
15 To 
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( 126 
To tell youithe trutù my deas i, Lohinkithe: 
honaur af our nation to be:fomewhat conberntd 
in / the diſclaimer of the ptoceedings of this ſa - 
cirty of the Old Jewry and-the London Tavern 
Ehaveno man's proxy, I ſpeak only fram myſelf: 
when I diſclaim, as-I-docietth all poſſible earneſt 
neſs, alb communion with the actors in that tri 
umph,orwith the admirers oi it. Whendiaſſert any 
ching. elſe, as concerning the people 96 Eogland, 
I ſpeak from obſervation not from authority hut 
L ſpeak from the experience I have had in aretty 


habitants of this kingdom, of all deſoriptiona and 
ranlea, and after à courſe af attentive ohſerva- 
tion, began early in life; and continued for near 
ſorty-ycata. I have often been aſtoniſhed; con · 
ſideriag that we art divided from you: but by 
ſlendet dyke of about twenty-four milos, and that 
thormutuaꝭ intexeourſe between the (woe cauſmias 
has lately been very gteat, to find ham little cy 
ſeera to know. of us. ] ſuſpect that his is o 
ing to yaur forming} 2: judgment ofa tiiis nation 
from certain publications, which do, very erto - 
neuuſſy, if they do at all, repteſent che opinion 
and ſ diſpoſitions generally prev alent in England. 
The : vanity, reſtleſſneſs, petulance, and ſpirit of 
intrigue: of. ſeveral petty cabala, who, attempt 20 
hide their total want of conſequence in buſtle 
and noiſe, and puſfing, and mutual quotation of 
each other, makes yon imagine that our chr: 
temptuaus neglect of their. abilities is mark; f 


general acquieſcence im theip:z0piniend 1: Nor 


foch W 1 ae vent — 
„ #400ms 18 
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6095 
geiſhopperi untlerola fert tale the geld ring 
with cher mportnaht chin; whilſt thouſands 
of great cuttle i repoſet Mentath the ſhidow? of 
the Britiſn oak chew: the cud and are ſilent, 
pray do not imagine, that thoſe who: maler tile 
nolſe are tlic only: inhabitants of the field that 
of courir, they are many in number ot that; 
after al they aft other than the lirtle ſhrivelled;. 
meagren hopping, though loud und trouble ſome 
inſects of che hour ig0 014 Aso! 
I ulmoſt venture to affirm, tirat hot ohe in 
— amongſt us participaresziÞithe 0 tre 
„% smph of the Revolution Society. If the 
king and queen? of France, and their children, 
were to fall imo our hands by che chatte of 
war, iii the moſt acrimonibus of all! hoſtilities (I 
deprecate ſuch an event, I deprecate ſueh hoſti- 
liry) they would be treated wich another ſort of 
trñuamphal entry into London. We formerly have 
had a king of Franeen. that ſituation; ybu have 
read how he.] ]s rremed! by the victor iu the 
field; and inh. manner he was after würds re. 


inner. e G 


* ceived in Eagland. Four hundred yeurs Have 
19: gone over vs); but I believe we are not materially 
fl. changed fince that period. Thanks to our ſulletys | 
ol refiſtance to innovation, thanks to the cold Nog 
o giſhneſs of our national character, we ſtill bear 
de the ſtamp of our forefathers. We have not (as 1 
of. conceive) - loſt the generoſity and dignity of 
nr: thinking of the fourteenth" century; nor as yet 
of have we ſubtilized ourſelves into favages. We 
N are not the converts of Rouſſeau ; we are not the- 
n diſciples of Voltaire) Helvetius has made no 
a1. progreſs amongſt us. Atheiſts are not our 


preachers; 
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affection to parliaments; with duty to magiſ- 


- * which the Ling and * has afarped 


Cw) 
rs; madmen ate not our lawgivers, We 
ro that we have made no, diſcoveries ; and we. 
think. that no diſcoveries are. to be made, in mo- 
rality; nor many, in the great principles f — 
vernment, nor in the ideas of liberty, hi 
underſtood. long before we were, born, — A 
as well as.they will be after the grave, has heaped 
Its. mould upon our preſumption, and the Gent 
tomb ſhall have impoſed its law on our pert lo- 
quacity. In England ve have not yet. been 
completely embowelled- of our natural engrails ; 
we ſtill feel within us, and we cheriſh and cul- 
tivate, thofe inbred ſentiments which are the 
faithful guardians, the active monitors of our 
duty, the true ſupporters of all liberal and manly 
motals. We have not been drawn and truſſ- 
ed, in order that we may be filled, like ſtuffed 
birds in a muſeum, with chaff and rags, and 
paltry, blurred ſhreds. of paper about the zights 
of man. We preſerve the whale ol our fedlibgs 
ſtill natiye and entite, unſaphiſticated by pe- 
dantty and infidelity. We have real hearts of 
fleſn and blood beating in our boſoms. We 
fear God; we look up with awe to kings! with 


trates; with reverence, to ptieſts ; and wich re- 
ſpect to nobility *, Wk Becauſe when ſuch 
" 1 nh I 1 ideas 


9 The Rovtifh ae, AR mieprelented in à Letter 
publiſhed in one of the papers, | by, a gentleman thought to be 
a diſſenting miniſter,—When writing to Dr. Price, of che 
ſpirit which prevails at Paris, he ſays, * ps. of . 
«« people in this place has aboliſhed all all th pro 
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0190 
dels are” btöugt before Sur tulnds, it is Ham, 
to be ſb 4 becauſe all other feetitios' 
fanſe and ſpurious, and ad to corrupt our minds} 
to vitiäte bb” prim "morals, to render u 


Faro bert: and by reaching us 4 Fi 
0 


licentious, and abandoned Dae to be 0 * 
ſpore for a few Kolidiys, to bat ring) ly i for, - 
and juſtly deſerving. of " flayety, U the wh ole 
courſe of. out lives. © n a: at as 
Lou Tee," Sir,” that in this" edligtitened | t 
am bold enough to confeſs, that Di are iy 
men'of untaught feelings; that inſtead of Lain 
away all our old prejudices, we cheriſh. them, to 
a very conſiderabie degree, and, to take more 
ſname to ourſelves, we cheriſh them becauſe they 
are prejudices; and the longer they have lated, 
and the more generally they have prevailed, the 
more we'chetiſh then. Wie are afraid to put men, 
to five and trade each on his own private ſtock 
of 'feafon ; becauſe” we ſuſpect that this ſtock in 
each nah fl. ſmall, and that the individuals would 
do better to avail* themſelves of the general bank. 
and capital of nations, and of ages. Many of 
our men of ſpeculation, inſtead of exploding ge- 
netal prejudices, employ their ſagacity to diſcover. 
the latent wiſdom which Pre vails in them. If 
they find What they ſeck, and they ſeldom fail, 
they think it more wiſe to continue the prejudice, 
whether they talk of «7h; Ling, the noble, or the | prieft, "their 
„hole language is that of the moſt enlightened and liberal 
% among f the Englif” If this gentleman means tp confine. | 


the terms enlighttned and Tiberal to one ſet of men bd my | 
t miy betrue. Wirt oy | 
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jodice is of ready application in the ein. 


| 
| 


- dreſs, and with as little 


| ( 130 5 
with the reaſon involved, than to caſt away 
coat of prejudice, and to: leave noth Tau 
naked reaſon; becauſe prejulice, with"i 
has'a motive to give action to that 'peaſdh? ol, WH 
an affection which will give it perde,“ Pes 


it previouſly engages the mind in à ſteady o 
wiſdom and virtue; and does not leave 1350 "man 
hefirating in the moment of decifidb, ſceptical, 
„and unreſolved-. Prejuditt dend 7 A 
— his habit; atid not a feries of vhcon, 
nected ats. Through juſt prejudice, his duty be- 
comes a part of his nature. * 3 fo 
Your literary men, and your politicians, and 
fo do the whole clan of the enlightened” a mong 
us, eſſentially differ in theſe points.” They have 
no reſpect for the wiſdom of others; 505 they 
pay it off by a very full meaſure of confidence 
in their own.” With them it is 4 ſufficient rn ma- 
tive to deſtroy an old ſcheme of things” . 
it is an old one. As to the new, they are in u. ho. 
ſorr of fear vith regard to che duration 14 
building run up in ate; becauſe . 5 90 
object to thoſe who think little or nothing Has 
been done before their titne, and Who Place al 
their hopes in diſcovery,” They Conceive, very 
ſyſtematically, that all things . which, give Per- 
petuity are miſchievous,” lad therefore th 
ar inexpiable war with all eſtabliſhments. "They 
think that government A vary lik of modes 
hat 


elfe. Fa a of. 
needs no PROP of achten eXCEpt a a Tenſe Digs 
A a1 2 
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—c no 01 r Boe! ni nalen 23 chin 
nt, convenienoy, to any oonſtitution of the 
0 1 eg ig 
opinion; that ” ſpecies; of come 
between 8 magiſtrates, which 
binds,the, magiſtrate, but which has bothing re- 
ciproeal. in it, hut that the. majeſty, of che people 
has a right po diſſolve it without any reaſon, but 
by will, Their attachment to theit country itſelſ, 
nly ſo far as it agrees wich ſame of (their 
. gjects; 1 it begins and ends with that 
ſcheme of polity which falls in with their momen- 
tary opinion. enen TO Zug 10 
. Theſe doctrines, or racher ſentiments, em pre- 
vlent with your new, ſtateſmen... Zyt they are 
wholly different. from thoſe on which wur have al- 
ways acted i in the country>,.,. 4 51 10} Hege G7 
f hear it is ſometimes given, out in France, that 
what is doing among you. is after the, example 
of England, I beg leave. to affirm,,that ſcarcely 
any thing done. with, you., has originated from the 
practice 0 che prevalent opinions of this people, 
either in the act or ia, the ſpirit, of che proceed - 
ing, Let me add, that we are as, unwilling, to 
learn theſe pon from France, as ye are ſure that 
we never taught them to that nation, The cabals 
here who take a fort of ſhare in your tranſactions 
as jet confiſt but of an handful of people, If un- 
fortunately by their i intrigues, their, ſermons, their 
2 h and by a. confidence. derived, from 
union with the counſels and forces 
91 nation, they ſhould. draw conſider- 
een into their faction, and in conſe- 
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| 1 50 1 uo "MP O 
quence ſhould-ſeriouſly attempt 5 5 whit bh ik 
imitation of what has been done . you, Fr 
event, I dare venture to propheſy, , wi ill Be; th 
with ſome trouble to their country, they wilt 55 
accompliſh their own deſtruction. This people 
refuſed to change their law in remote ages; from 


reſpect to the [infallibility of popes ; and te) will 


not no alter it ſrom a pious klicke faith in the 
dogmatiſm of philoſophers ; though the former was 
armed with the anathema and cruſade, and though 
the latter ſnould act with the libel and the lamp- 


[ iron. 


; F y your affairs were your own concern 


buen We. felt for them as men; but we kept 
aloof from them, becauſe we were not citizens of 


France. But when we ſee the model held vp to 
ourſelves, we muſt feel as Engliſhmen, and feeling, 
we muſt provide as Engliſhmen. Your affairs, in 

ſpite of us, are made a part of our intereſt; ſo far 


at leaſt as to keep at a diſtance your panacea, ot 


your plague. If it be a panacea, we do not want 
it. We know the conſequences of unneceſſary 
phyſic. If ir be a plague; it is ſuch a Plague, tha 
the precautions of the moſt ſevere quarantine ought 
to be eſtabliſhed againſt it. 
I hear on all hands that a cabal, calling itſelf 
philoſophic, receives the glory of many of the 
— proceedings; and that their opinions and 
ſyſtems are the true actuating ſpirit of the whole 
of them. I have heard of no party in England, 
literary or political, at any time, known by 2 
a deſcription, It is not with you compoſed of 
thoſe men, is it? whom the vulgar, in their blunt, 


5 homely 


„ 
homely ſtyle, commonlx call Atheiſts and Infi- 
dels? If it be, I admit that we too have had 
writers of that defekte, who made ſome noiſe 
in their day. At preſent they repoſe in laſting 
Grip. Who, born within the laſt forty. years, 
has read one word of Callias, and Toland, and 
Tindal, and Chubb, and Morgan, and chat 
whole race ho called themſelves Freethinkers ? 
Who now reads Bolingbroke ?''Who ever read 
him through ? Aſk the bookſellers" of London 
what is become of all theſe lights of the world. 
In as few years their few fucceſlors will go to the 
family vault of © alt the Capulets. “ But what- 
ever they were, or are, with us, chey were and 
are wholly unconnected individuals. With us 
they kept the common nature of their kind: and 
were not gregarious. They never acted in 
corps, nor were known. as a faction in the ſtate, 
nor preſumed to influence, in that name or 
character, or for the purpoſes of ſuch à faction, 
on any of our public concerns. Whether they 
ought ſo to exiſt,” and ſo he permitted to act, is 
another queſtion. © As ſuch cabals have not ex- 
iſted in England, ſo neither has the ſpirit of them 
had any influence in eſtabliſhing the original 
frame of our conſtitution, or in any one of che 
ſeveral reparations and improvements it has un- 
dergone. The whole has been done under the 
auſpices, and is confirmed by the ſanctions of 
religion and piety. The whole has emanated 
from the fimplicity of our national character, and 
from à ſort of native plainneſs and directneſs of 
Aude, which for a long time charac- 
K F ter- 


4849 
| terized t thoſe men who haye 1 ceſſivel tine! | 


authority am ongft. 191 if 12 15 Mi r 

in at feaſt in he Great Bay of "ED 
We know, and 9 5 r we fee 5 
wardly, tha Reitz 0 is F civil. 

and the ſource 85 al 8 ” 9.405 of alf e 7 

In En kid t arg g ov je of 10 e 


is bo fat of ſüpertiol, "with "Which 
mölated afurdkty or de Mütgan kid wig 
Wee ernte dk der in ide Coffe f 


ninetyl nine in an Hundred of the peo People 2 | 


Id wool” not prefer to impiety p 
never be ſuch fools as to Calf in ea ts 


ſubſtahice"f apy "Tyſteth 1d remove Cen RE 
its con- 


ri6n8/"16 ſupply its defects, or tö 
fruction. If our refigidvs tenets mould ever want 


a further elucidation, We ſhall not call on atheifin 


to plain chem. We ſhall not light up our tert 
ple ene that unhallowed fire. It Air de ill 
refnated with other Nghts. Tt will be 


is imported by the ſmugglers of adulterated et- 
yſies. If bur eeclefiaſtical eſtabliſtiment thould 


want à evlſionz it is not avatice” ör rüpabit), 


publie or Private; char wie ſhall" entpfoy for 'the 
audit;” or receipt; or application” of its cbnſe- 
crated revenue. =Violently condemning” neither 


dt igiturf hoc ab initio perſuaſum civibus, dominos elle 
| omnium rerum ac moderatores, deos 3 eaque, que gerantur, 
/corum/geri: vi, ditione, ac numine; eoſdemque optime de ge- 


nere hominum mereri; et qualis quiſque fit; quid — 
in ſe admittat, qua mente, qua pietate colat e int 
piorum et impiorum habere rationem. His enim ;febus im- 
butæ mentes haud ſane ibborrebuat wb i 5 a ef at. 
ts. Cie. de Legibus, 1, 4. ITE 
p-:ids} the 


perfulita 
with other incenſe; ar che Infectious ſtuff which 


ke it b [ e 2 ng of * best 
rote uy 385 TI] a 
Fa! we: "lo 


EY EY 84 Chiſi gg it, byx; be. 
8 Y vr jydement, it has 5 « Bc 
got from indifference-bur, Aa! 
W e and . s one; Price eat 
man. 5 by is gonna a-rchigious animal; that 
acc is againſt, not only our reaſon bat our, jn- 

Aer ee it cannot prevail lo ng. t ifs 
115 woement of rior, and in a drunken delirium 

om, the. hot . ſpirie drawn out of the alembick 

of hell, which, in France is e i 
iſ ve YNCOVer; ohr Y; 

off that, Chriſtian, religion, which has, hitherto 
1 que boaſt, and comfort, and one great ſource 
of, WR amongſt us, and among many 
other, nagigps,; we are apprehenſive (being » 
Ayars that, the mind will not endure;a yoid)..: 
ſome; uneouth, pernicious, and degrading; ſuper- 
Kitionz, might rake place. of, it, 3113 Vo 5 710qM! IT 
For that reaſon, before vo take from our eſta- 
bliſhmenr.the natural human means of eſtimation, 
and give it up to contempt, as you have done; and 
in doing it have W e ee de- 
ſerye to ſuffer, we deſire. that ſome; other may be 
reſented to us in the place of it, We ſhall chen 
5 our judgment. 

.. On, thele. ideas, inſtead of quarrelling”: winh 
2 — whis-have' made 2 
philofophy3'ind "a religion of their hoftiihy 'to 
ſock. | Inſtitutions, we cleave cloſcly to them. We 
are Telolved to keep an eſtabliſhed; church, an 


nt K 4 eſtabliſhed 


a 
eſtabliſned monarchy, an eſtabliſtud : 8 
and an eſtabliſhed democracy, each in the 9 40 
it exiſts, and in no greater. I ſhall ſhew you pre- 
ſently how much of each of theſe we poſſeſ |» 

It has been the misfortune (not as theſe gentle. 
men think it, the glory) of this age, chat every 
thing is to be diſcuſſed, as if the conſtitution of our 
country were to be always a ſuhject rather of alter- 
cation than enjoyment. For this reaſon, as well az 
for the ſatisfaction of thoſe among you (if any ſuch 
you have among you) who may wiſh to profit 
of examples, I. venture to trouble. you with 2 
few-thoughts upon each of | theſe: eſtabliſhments, 
I do not think they were unwiſe in antient Rome, 
who, when they wiſhed do new-model their laws, 
ſent commiſſioners / to examine the beſt conſti- 
tuted republics within their rec. 
Firſt, I beg leave to ſpeak of our church 
eſtabliſhment, which is the firſt of our prejudices, 
not a prejudice deſtitute of reaſon, but involving 
in it profound and extenſive wiſdom. I ſpeak 
of it firſt. It is firſt, and laſt, and midſt in our 
minds. For, taking ground on that religious 


ſyſtem, of which we are now in poſſeſſion, we con- 
tinue to act on the early received, and uniformly 


continued ſenſe of mankind. That ſenſe not only, 
like a wiſe architect, hath built up the auguſt fa- 
bric of ſtates, but like a provident proprietor, to 
preſerve the ſtructure from prophanation and ruin, 
as a ſacred temple, purged from all the impuri- 
ties of fraud, and violence, and injuſtice, and 
tyranny, hath ſolemnly and for ever conſecrated 
the commonwealth, and all that officiate in it. 
This conſecration is made, that all who admi- 


niſter 
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niſter in the government of men, in which they 
ſtand in the perſon of God himſelf, ſhould have 
high and worthy notions of their function and 
deſtination. that their hope ſhould be full of im+ 
mortality; that they ſhould not look. to the paltry 
pelf of the moment, nor to the, temporary and 

tranſient praiſe of the yulgar, but to a falid, per- 


manent exiſtence, in the permanent part of their 


nature, and to a permanent fame and glory, in 
the example they leave as à rich üben 
the world. Ha: ft WER 1190 


Such ſublime W ln to be infyſed pe 


into perſons of exalted ſituations; and religious 
eſtabliſhments provided, that may continually 
revive: and (enforce them. Every ſort of moral, 
every ſort. of civil, every. ſort of politic inſti | 
tution, aiding the rational and natural ties that 
connect the human underſtanding and affections to 
the divine, are not more than neceſſary, in order to 
build up that wonderful ſtructure, Man; whoſe 
prerogative it is, to be in a great degree a creature 
of his own making; and who when made as he 
ought to be made, is deſtined to hold no trivial 
place in the creation. But whenever man is put 
over men, as the better nature ought ever to 
preſide, in that caſe more particularly, he ſhould 
as nearly as poſſible be pprogingated, to his 
perfection. L 0b 
The conſecration ofaba "woe by a "ſtate religi- 
ous eſtabliſhment, is neceſſary alſo to operate with 
an wholeſome awe upon free citizens; becauſe, 
in order to ſecure their freedom, they muſt en- 
Jy" TOWN nina portion gf, PONTre: Feo 9 
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them tferefore ane e 
and with their duty wire 2 + 
bebe ity than in fuch ſobieties en 
by the terms bf their kot bt 
privace” fentiments, wot miattagemhent = 
own fatily: concerns. a Fe jor e 
Portion bf er ought" to be ſtrongiy⸗ 

nripre E With an idea that th AQ 15 
a they are to acctunt for their c OHdu 
lift to the ee atith6 and fonte 
der of ſdciety. I 4690 at TTOMANyY? 
"Fits © Princip ple öugnt even to de more ſtrong- 
ly impreſſed upon the minds of thoſe Who cott 
poſe the collective ſovereignty that upon thoſe 
df ſingle princes. Without inſttuments, theſe 
ptindes cat do nothing. Whoever” uſes! in- 
— Finding Helps,” finds allo iniþ6tis 
ments. Their power is therefore by no means 
compleat; i are they ſafe in extteme Abule. 
SUE 'petibns, however clevated by flattety, ar- 
rogance, and Telftop ini68, muft be ferfibte chat, 
whether covered of” not by poſitive lad, in form Th 
way or otfitr "they ate actobn table even” here for 
the äbuſe of be f ruſt.” Il che y are pA Lt 
by a febellion of their peop . 10 they kay be 
ſtrangledd by the very lane kep! t Fo: their 
ſecurity againſt all other rebellion. Thus , "we 
have' ſeen the king of France ſold 'by his tai: 
diers for an encreaſe of pay. But where pc 
pular authority is abſolute and unreſtrained, 
the people have an infinitely greater, becauſe 
a far better, founded confidence in their own 
power. They are themſelves, in a great mea» 

ſure, 


= 


) 


nth 9 7 8 when, They are nearer to 
. 97 5 they, are 29 re 
book 15 to. one of the; of fame ateſt contralling 
Powerd of earth 9 ſenſe of fame and cſtima- 
mation. al e, chart is Jikely to 
1900 the; of each individgal. in public; 308, 
mall, indeed ;, the .operazion, N ics: being 
a Signs" ratio, to the number Og on 
abuſe, over, , Their, own apptobation of 
own, geg has, ro. them the appearance of a ppblic, 
judgment in their favour. A perfect democracy is 
therefore moſt ſnameleſs thing in en 
As, it is fie moſt ſhameleſs, it is alſo the moſt 
rleſs, "Ny man apprebende in his, perſpn; he 
can be made ſubject to puniſhment. Certainly, 
che people at large neyer ought: for as all pun 
niſþments, are for example towards the conſcrva-⸗ 
tion of the people at large, the people at large. 
can never. become the ſubject of pupiſhment, by 
any burgan, hand“. It is therefore of. infinits 
| nigh 15 they, ſhould not be folic. ta 
1 90 their will, any mote than that 
of ings, 12 e {tandar of right and, Wrong. 
They ought to be perſua that they are full as 
lit ttle entitled, and far leſs qualified, "wh ſafety 
to chemſelves, to uſe any arbitrary power what- 
ſoever; that therefore they are not, under a falſe 
ſhew of liberty, but, in truth, to exerciſe an un- 
natural inverted domination, tyrannically to exact, 
from thoſe who officiate in the ſtate, not an entir 
devotion to their intereſt, which 18 A rights 
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t. an abj ſubmiſſion, to their occaſional, will 
KVR FA thereby, in all thofe who” ſerve 
them, all moral principle, all ſenſe a dignity; 
all uſe. of judgment, and all conſifteycy” of cha- 
racter, whilſt by the very Abr roceſs they give 
NETS up. a pe 7 foltable, bur 0 moſt 

contemptible prey to ſervile ambi 

pa dead or courtly Soles St. 1 

When the 7770 le haue empried themfd ves "of 
all the Juſt of al vll hen W religion 
it is . utterly. impoſſible they ever ſhould, when 
they are conſcious that they exerciſe, and exer- 
ciſe perhaps in an higher link of | the order of 
delegation, the power, which to be legitimate 
muft be according to that eternal immutable 
law, in which will and reaſon are the ſame, they 
will be more careful how they place power. in 
baſe and incapable hands. In their nomination 
to office, they will not appoint to the exerciſe of 
authority, as to a pitiful job, but as to an holy 
ſunction; not according to their ſordid ſelfiſh 
intereſt, nor to their wanton caprice, - nor to 
their arbitrary will; but they will confer that 
power (which any man may well tremble to give 


or to receive) on thoſe only, in whom they may 


diſcern that predominant proportion of active 
virtue and wiſdom, taken together and fitted to 
the charge, ſuch, as in the great and inevitable 
mixed maſs of human imperfections and infirmi- 
ties, is to be found. 
When they are habitually convinced that no 
evil can be acceptable, either in the act or the 
permiſſion, to him whoſe eſſence is good, * 
| TNT 00 
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vill, be; 
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hetter able to. extirpate'« out of the thitid 
of all, wagiltrares, « civil, eccleſialtical, or military, 
any. thing that bears the leaſt reſemblatice to, a 
proved aud Jawleſs domination. Ive © TH > 
But one of the firft and moſt Teadiih 85 a- 


ples on which the commonwealth and rhe laws are 


conſecrated, is leſt the temporary poſſeſſors km 


life · renters in it, ynmindful of what they have, r. re- 


ceived, from their anceſtors, or of what is due to 
their poſterity, ſhould act as if they Were the entire 
maſters ; that they ſhould not think” it amongſt 
their; rights to cut off the 'entail, or _cominie 
waſte on the inheritance, by deftroying at' their 
pleaſure the whole original fabric of their ſo- 
ciety z hazarding to leave to thoſe who come 
after. them, a ruin inſtead of an habitation=and 
teaching theſe ſucceſſors as little to reſpect their 
contrivances, as they had themſelves reſpected 
the inſtitutions of their forefathers. By chis un- 


principled facility of changing the ſtate as often, 


and as much, and in as many ways as there are 
floating fancies or faſhions, the whole chain and 


continuity of the common wealth would be bro- 


ken, No one generation could link with the other. 


Men would becomg little better chan the flies of a 


ſummer., - 
And firſt of all the ſcience of e 


the pride of the human intellect, which, with 


all its defects, redundancies, and errors, is the 
collected reaſon of ages, combining the prin- 


ciples of original juſtice with the infinite va- 


riety of human concerns, as a heap of old 
exploded errors; would be no longer ſtudied. 


Perſonal 


(i) 
1 and moe ge ctr 


Fit | 


rain attendants” — all thoſe who. have 
— experienced à viſdom greatet than 
own) would uſurp the tribunal. Of courſe, . 


ir 
n 
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certain laws, | eftabliſhing invariable 1 unds 
hope and fear, would keep the aRjons of in men in | 
4 certain curſe, or direct them to + nts e. 
Nothing ſtable in the modes of holding p 
perty, or exerciſing function, could form Fe 
ground om which any parent could Ci 
the education bf his offs pring, or in, 4 Ae e 
their future eſtabliſiment in the world. No prin- 
ciples would be early worked into the rabirs : 
As ſoon as the moſt äble inſtructor had com- 
pleted his laborious courſe of inſtitution, inflead 
of ſending forth his pupil, accompliſhed in A, 
virtuous diſcipline, fitted to procure kim atten- 
tion and reſpect, in his place in ſociety, he would 
find every thing altered; and that he had turned 
out à poor creature to the contempt and detiſion 
of che world, ignorant of the true grounds o | 
eſtimation. Who would inſure a whe and de- 5 
licate fenſe of honour to beat almoſt: With the 
0 
t 


oy 


N flit pulſes of the heart, when no man could 
know what would be the teſt of honour” in a 
nation, continually varying the ſtandard of its 
coin? No part of life would retain its acquiſitions. 
Barbariſm with regard to ſcience and literature, 
unſkilfulneſs with regard to arts and manufac- 
tures; would infallibly ſucceed to the want” of a 

ſteady education and ſettled principle; and tus k l 
the commonwealth itſelf would, in a few eriera- n 


tions; hangble' wr. be diſconnected into ige 
duſt 


þ 
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duſt and) powder. 1 individuality, and at lengtk 
ol 1 Rene 4 ye nitg 
elore the ,evils | 
nc ue q * thouſagd times orie than 
50 oof obſtinacy. and, the blindeſt, prejudice,.we. 
have con{ecra Bk 1 5 ſtate, that no man, ſhould, 
5 9 ects, or, corruptiqns but 
. —— 
bet rignin ts re —— Fj 108 in og; | 
be es ah proach to, the faults ol, the ſtare, as. 
K 15 8 ofa a father, with pious awe;.end: 
wembling ds, By this wiſe prejndice 
we ate taugh to, look, with horror, 99, thoſe; 
children, of their country, who are prompt, raſhly 
to hack that. 160. parent in pieces, and put him 
into the Kett! e of magicians, in hopes, that by 
their gt 4 weeds, and wild incantations, 
they , may, regenerate the. paternal eee 
and regovate their ber s . n aid 41999 bn 
'Sociery Is, indeed a contract. See Z 
tracks for <7 of mere occaſional intereſt may 


be * diffolve at pleaſure—bur. the ſtate oucht. nat: 
to be conſidered as nothing better thap a pattner- 
ſhip agreement in a trade of pepper and coffee; 
callico or tobacco, Or ſome other ſuch low concern, 
to be, taken up for ꝗ̃ little temporary ĩntereſt, and 
to be diſſolyed by the fancy, of the parties. © It 
is to be Jooked on with other reverence; becauſe 
it is not. 2. partnerſhip in things ſubſervieat only 
to the groſs animal exiſtence of a temporary and 
periſhable r nature. It is a; partnerſhip in all 
ſcience;, a partnerſhip, in, all. art 4 partnerſhip 
in . virtue, and in all perfection. As thes 
ends 


4 
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ends of ſuch a partnerſhip cannot be obtained 
in many generations, it becomes a patrmorſhip 
not only between thoſe who are "hving; but 
between thoſe who are living, thoſe who: are 
dead, and thoſe who are to be born. Bach 
contract of each particular ſtate is but a clauſe: 
in the great primæval contract of eternal ſo- 
ciety, linking the lower with the higher nas 
tures, connecting the viſible and inviſible world, 
according to a fixed compact ſanctioned by the 
inviolable oath which holds all phyſical and all 
moral natures, each in their appointed place. 
This law is not ſubject to the will of thoſe, who 
by an obligation above them, and infinitely ſu- 
perior, are bound to ſubmit their will to that 
law. The municipal corporations of that uni- 
verſal kingdom are not morally at liberty at 
their pleaſure, and on their ſpeculations of a 
contingent improvement, wholly to ſeparate 
and tear aſunder the bands of, their ſubordi- 
nate community, and to diſſolve it into an un- 
ſocial, uncivil, unconnected chaos of elemen- 
tary principles. It is the firſt and ſupreme ne- 
ceſſity only, a neceſſity that is not choſen but 
chooſes, a neceſſity paramount to deliberation, 
that admits no diſcuſſion, and demands no evi- 
dence, which alone can juſtify a reſort to anarchy. 
This neceſſity is no exception to the rule; be- 
cauſe this neceſſity itſelf is a part too of that 
moral and phyſical diſpoſition of things to-which 
man muſt be obedient by conſent or force ; but 
if that which is only fubmiſſion to geceſty 
ſhould be made the object of choice, the la is 
| | broken, 


(s ) 
broken; nature is diſobeyrd, and the tebellicur 
are''outtawed; caſt forth, and exiled; from this 
world of reaſon; and order, and peace, and vir- 
tue, and fruitful penitence, into the antagoniſt 
world of madneſs, "IO Wees pang ny þ _ 
unavailing ſorrow.” | | 

Theſe; my dear Sir, hes bn FOE) L chile — 0 
vill be the ſentiments of not the leaſt learned and 
reflecting part of this kingdom. They who are in- 
cluded in this deſeription, form their opinions on 

ſuch grounds as ſuch perſons ought to form them. 
The leſs enquiring receive them from an autho- 
rity which thoſe whom Providence dooms to live 
on truſt need not be aſhamed to rely on. Theſe 
two forts of men move in the ſame direction, tho | 
in a different place. They both move wih the | 
order 6f the univerſe. They all know or feel | H 
this gert antient truth: * Quod illi prineipi et 

2 Deo qui omnem hunc mundum 
© regit, nihil eorum quæ quidem fiant in 
© terris acceptius quam concilia et cætus ho- 
* minum jure fociati quæ civitates . 
They take this tenet of the head and heart, not 
| from the great name which it immediately bears, 
: nor from the greater from whence ir is derived; 
but from that which alone can give true weight 
and ſanction to any learned opinion, the common 
nature and common relation of men. Perſuaded 
that all things ought to be done with reference, - 
and referring all to the point of reference to 
which all ſhould be directed, they think the- 
ſelves Bound, not only as individuals in he” 
ſanctuary of the heart, or as congregated in that” 
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perſonal capacity, to renew the memory of 
their high origin and caſt; but alſo in their 
corporate character to perform their national ho- 
mage to the inſtitutor, and author and protector 
of civil ſociety; without which civil ſociety 
man could not by any poſſibility arrive at the 
perfection of which his nature is capable, nor 
even make a remote and. faint approach to it, 
They conceive that He who gave our nature to 
be perfected by our virtue, willed alſo the ne- 
ceſſary means of its perfection — He willed 
therefore the ſtate He willed its connexion 
with the ſource and original archetype of all per- 


fection. They who are convinced of this his 


will, which is the law of laws and the ſoycreign 
of ſovereigns, cannot think it reprehenſible, 
that this our corporate fealty and homage, that 
this our recognition of a ſigniory paramount, I 


had almoſt ſaid this oblation of the ſtate itſelf, 


as a worthy offering on the high altar of uni- 
verſal praiſe, ſnould be performed as all publick 
ſolemn acts are performed, in buildings, in 
muſick, in decoration, in ſpeech, in the dig- 
nity of perſons, according to the cuſtoms of 


mankind, taught by their nature; that is, with 


modeſt ſplendour, with unaſſuming ſtate, wich 
mild majeſty and ſober pomp. For thoſe pur- 
poſes they think ſome part of the wealth of the 
country is as uſefully employed as it can be, in 
fomenting the luxury of individuals, It is the 
publick ornament, It is the publick conſola- 
tion. It nouriſhes the publick hope, The 


pooreſt man finds his own importance and dig · 


nity 


( 4 ) 
nity in ir, whilſt the wealth and pride of indivi- 
duals at every moment makes the man of humble 
rank and fortune ſenſible of his inferiority, and 
degrades and vilifies his condition. It is for the 
man in humble life, and to raiſe his nature, and 
to put him in mind of a. ſtate in which the pri- 
vileges of opulence will ceaſe, when he will be 
equal by nature, and may be more than equal 
by virtue, that this portion of the general wealth 
of his country is employed and ſanctiſiet. 
I aſſure you I do not aim at ſingularity. I give 
you opinions which have been accepted amongſt | 
us, from very early times to this moment, with 
a continued and general approbation, and which 
indeed are ſo worked into my mind, that I am 
unable to diſtinguiſh what I have learned from 


others from the reſults of my own meditation. 


It is on ſome ſuch. principles that the majority 
of the people of England, far from thinking a 
religious, national eſtabliſhment unlawful, hardly 
think it lawful to be without one. In France 
you are wholly miſtaken if you do not believe us 
above all other things attached to it, and beyond 
all other nations; and when this people has 
ated unwiſely and unjuſtifiably in its favour (as 
in ſome inſtances they have done moſt certainly) 
in their very errors you will at leaſt diſcoyer their 

This principle runs through the whole ſyſtem 
of their polity. They do not conſider their 
church | eſtabliſhment as convenient, but as ef. 
ſential to their ſtate; not as a thing heteroge- 
ncous and ſeparable ;; ſomething. added for ac- 

L 2 comnfodation ; 
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commodation; Fo. they may either keep, up or 
lay aſide, according to their temporary ideas of 
convenience. They conſider it as the. 
of their whole conſtitution, with which, ; and with 
every part of which, it holds an indiſſoluble 
union. Church and ſtate are ideas inſeparable in 
their minds, and ſearcely-1 is the one ever mentioned 
without mentioning the other. 

Our education is ſo formed as to confirm' and 
fix this impreſſion, - Our education is in a man- 
ner wholly in the hands of eccleſiaſtics, and in 
all ſtages from infancy to manhood. Even when 
our youth, leaving ſchools and univerſities, enter 
that moſt important period of life which begins 
to link experience and ſtudy together, and when 
with that view they viſit other countries, inſtead 
of old domeſtics whom we have ſeen. as gover- 
nors to principal men from other parts, three- 
fourths of thoſe who go abroad with our young 
nobility and gentlemen are eccleſiaftics ; not a 
auſtere. maſters, nor as mere followers ; but as 
friends and companions. of a graver character, and 
not; ſeldom perſons as well, born as themſelves. 
With them, as relations, they moſt commonly 
keep up a cloſe. connexion. through life. By this 
connexion we conceive that we attach our gentle- 
men to the church; and we liberalize the church by 
an intercourſe with the leading characters of the 
country. 

So tenacious. are we of the old ecclefiaial 
modes and. faſhions of inſtitution, that very little 
alteration has been made in them. ſince the four- 

ane or fifteenth century ; adhering in this Par- 
2 | ticular, 
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tcularp a8 in all 'things-relſe;:to our old ſettled 


'miniim, nevet entirely nor at once to depart from 


amtiquity. We ſound theſe old inſtitutionss on 


the whole, favourable to morality and diſcipline; 
"and ve thought they were ſuſceptible of amend- 


ment, without altering the ground. We thought 


n were capable oſ receiving and meliorat- 


ing, and above all of preſetving the acceſſions of 


ſcience ànd Titerature, as the order of Providence 


mould ſucceſſively produce them. And after all, 
with this Gothic and monkiſh education (for fuch 


> in the ground- work) we may put in our claim 


to as ample and as early a ſhare in all the im- 
provements in ſcience, in arts, and in literature, 


which have illuminated and adorned: the modern 


world, as any other nation in Europe; we think 
one main cauſe of this improvement was our not 


deſpiſing the patrimony of Wa whieh was 
left us by our forefathers; © e erruwot . 


It is from our attachment to aoehepiticeta- 


bliſhment that the Engliſn nation did not think 
it wiſe to entruſt that great fundamental intereſt 
of the whole to what they truſt no part of their 
civil or military public ſervice, that is to the 
unſteady and precarious contribution ef indivi- 
duals. They go further. They certainly never 


have ſuffered and never will ſuffer the fixed ef- 
tate of the church to be converted into a pen- 
ſion, to depend on the treaſury, and to be de- 


| layed,” wichheld, or perhaps to be extinguiſhed 
dy fiſcal difficulties; which difficulties may ſome- 
Mr fiery 

1 — on by the extravagance, 


for political purpoſes, and 


L 3 negligence, 


for their liberty, from the influence of a clergy 


6 30) 


negligence, and rapacity of politicians.” The peo- 
ple of England think that they have conſtitu · 
tional motives, as well as religious, againſt any 


project of turning their independent clergy into 


eccleſiaſtical penſioners of ſtate. They tremble 


dependent on the crown; they tremble fot 


the public tranquillity from the diforders of 2 


factious clergy, if it were made to depend upon 
any other than the crown. They therefore made 
their church, like their un and their r 
independent. | 
From the united conſiderations of religion and 
conftituriona] policy, from their opinion of a duty 
to make a ſure proviſion for the conſolation of 


the feeble and the inſtruction of the ignorant, they 


have incorporated and identified the eftate of the 
church with the maſs of private property, of which 
the ſtate is not the proprietor, either for uſe or do- 
minion, but the guardian only and the regulator. 
They have ordained that the proviſion of this eſta- 
bliſhment might be as ſtable as the earth on which 
it ſtands, and ſhould not fluctvate with ts _ 
ripus of funds and actions. 

The men of England, the men, I mean, of light 
and leading in England, whoſe wiſdom (if they 
have any) is open and direct, would be aſhamed, 
as of a filly deceitful trick, to profeſs any reli- 
gion in name, which by their proceedings they 
appeared to contemn. If by their conduct I the 
only language that rarely lies) they ſetmed to 
regard the great ruling principle of the moral 
and the natural world, as a mere invention to 

keep 
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that by ſuch a conduct they would defeat the 
politic purpoſe they have in view. They would 
find it difficult to make others to believe in a 
ſyſtem to which they | manifeſtly gave no credit 
themſelves. The Chriſtian ſtateſmen of this land 
would indeed firſt provide for the multitue; be- 
cauſe it is the mullitude; and is therefore, as ſuch, 
the firſt object in the eccleſiaſtical inſtitution, and 
in all inſtitutions. They have been taught, 
that the circumſtance of the goſpel's being 
preached to the poor, was one of the great 
teſts of its true miſſion. They think, there 
fore, that thoſe do not believe it, who do not 
take care it ſhould be preached to the poor. 
But as they know that charity is not confined 
to any one deſcription, but ought to apply itſelf 
to all men who have wants, they are not de- 
prived of a due and anxious ſenſation of pity to 
the diſtreſſes of the miſerable great. They are 


not repelled through à faſtidious delicacy, at the 


ſtench of their arrogance and preſumption, from 
a medicinal. attention to their mental blotches 
and running ſores. They are ſenſible; that re 
ligious inſtruction is of more conſequence to 
them than to any others; from the greatneſs of 
the temptation to which they are expoſed; from 
the important conſequences that attend their 
faults; from the contagion of their ill example; 
from the neceſſity of bowing down the ſtubborn 
neck of their pride and ambition to the yoke of 
moderation and virtue; from a- conſideration of 


* * ſtupidity and groſs ignorance concerning 
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what imports men moſt to know, which, — 
at courts, and at the head of armies, and in 
| ſenates, as. much as at the loom 51 in the 
field. ine e 

The Engliſh people are ſatisfied, d to the 
great the conſolations of religion are as necęſſacy 
as its inſtructions. They too are among the un- 
happy. They feel perſonal, pain, and. domeſtic 
ſorrow. In theſe they have no privilege,. but 
are ſubject to pay their full contingent to the 
contributions levied on mortality. They want 
this ſovereign balm under their gnawing cares 
and anxieties, which being leſs conyerſant 
about the limited wants of animal life, range 
without limit, and are diverſified by infinite 
combinations in the wild and unbounded re- 
Sions of imagination. Some charitable dole is 
wanting to theſe, our often very unhappy. bre- 
'thren, to fill the gloomy void that reigns inn 
minds which have nothing on earth to hope 
or fear; ſomething to relieve in the killing 
languor and over- laboured laſſitude 'of | thoſe | 
who have nothing to do; ſomething. to excite an 
appetite to exiſtence in the palled ſatiety which 
attends on all pleaſures which may be bought, 
where nature is not left to her own proceſs, 
where even deſire is anticipated, and therefore 
fruition defeated by meditated ſchemes and con- 
trivances of delight; and no interval, no obſtacle, 
is interpoſed between the wiſh and the accom- 
pliſhment. [ 

The people of England know how kale in- 
> Avence the teachers of religion are likely to have 


with 
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ien the weahliy and powerful of long ſtanding, 
and how much leſs with the newly fortunate, if 
they appear in a manner no way aſſorted to thoſe 


with whom they muſt aſſociate, and over whom 
they 'muſt even exerciſe, in ſome caſes, ſome- 
thing like an authority. What muſt they think 


of that body of teachers, if they ſee it in no 


part above the eſtabliſhment of their domeſtic 
ſervants? If the poverty were voluntary, there 
might be ſome difference. Strong inſtances. of 
ſelf-denial operate powerfully on our minds ; ; 
and a man who has no wants has obtained great 
freedom and firmneſs, and even dignity, But as 


the maſs of any deſcription of men are hut men, 
and their poverty cannot be voluntary, that. diſ- 


reſpect which attends upon all Lay poverty, vin 
not depart from the Eccleſiaſtical. Our pro- 
vident conſtitution has therefore taken care that 
thoſe who are to inſtruct preſumptuous jg- 
norance, thoſe who are to be cenſors over inſo- 
lent vice, ſhould neither incur their contempt, 
nor live upon their alms; nor will it tempt the 


rich to à neglect of the true medicine of their 


minds. For theſe reaſons, whilſt we provide firſt 


for the poor, and with a parental ſollicitude, we 


have not. relegated religion (like ſomething we 
were, aſhamed to ſhew) to obſcure municipalities 
or ruſtic villages. No We will have her to exalt 


her mitred front in courts and parliaments, We 


will have her mixed throughout the whole, maſs 
of life, and blended with all the claſſes. of ſociety, 


The people of England will ſhew to the haughty 


potentates 
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of the world, and to their talking ſo- 
— that a free, a generous, an informed 


nation, honours the high magiſtates of its 
church; that it will not ſuffer the inſolence of 
wealth and titles, or any other ſpecies of proud 


pretenſion, to look down with ſcorn upon what 
they look up to with reverence ; nor preſume to 


trample on that acquired perſonal nobility, 
which they intend always to be, and which often 


is the fruit, not the reward, (for what can be the 


reward?) of learning, piety, and virtue. They 
can ſee, without pain or grudging, an Archbiſhop 
precede a Duke. They can fee a Biſhop of Dur- 
ham, or a Biſhop of Wincheſter, in poſſeſſion 


of ten thouſand pounds a year ; and cannot con- 


ceive why it is in worſe hands than eſtates to the 
like amount in the hands of this Earl, or that 
Squire ; although it may be true, that ſo many 


dogs and horſes are not kept by the for- 


mer, and fed with the victuals which ought to 
nouriſh the children of the people. - It is true, 
the whole church revenue is not always em- 
ployed, and to every ſhilling, in charity; nor 


perhaps ovght it; but ſomething is generally 


fo employed. It is better to cheriſh. virtue and 
humanity, by leaving much to free will, even 
with ſome loſs to the object, than to attempt 
to make men mere machines and inſtruments of 
a political benevolence. The world on the whole 
will gain by a 0 without —_—_ virtue can- 
not exiſt. | 
When once the commonnealth us clablſhed 
the 
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the eſtates of the church as property, t can, 
conſiſtently, hear nothing of the more or db 
leſs. | Too much and too little are treaſon againſt 
property. What evil can ariſe from the quan- 
tity in any hand, whilſt the ſupreme authority 
has the full, ſovereign ſuperintendance over this, 
as over all property, to prevent every ſpecies of 
abuſe; and, whenever it notably deviates, to give 
to it a direction nnn * 
inſtitution. 

In England moſt of us conceive chat i it-is ; envy 
and malignity towards thoſe who are often the 
beginners of their own fortune, and not a love 
of the ſelf-denial and mortification of the an- 
tient church, that makes ſome look aſkance at 
the diſtinctions, and honours, and revenues, which, 
taken from no perſon, are ſet apart for virtue. 
The ears of the people of England are diſtinguiſh- 
ing, They hear theſe men ſpeak broad. Their 


tongue betrays them. Their language is in the 


patois of fraud; in the cant and gibberiſh of hypo- 
criſy. The people of England muſt think fo, when 
theſe praters. affect to carry back the clergy to 
that primative evangelic poverty which, in the 
ſpirit, ought. always to exiſt in them, (and in us 
too, however we may like it) but in the thing 
muſt be varied, when the relation of that body 
to the ſtate is altered; when manners, when 
modes of life, when indeed the whole order of 
human affairs has undergone a total revolution, 
We ſhall believe thoſe reformers to be then 


honeſt, enthuſiaſts, not as naw we think. them, 
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cheats and deceivers, when we Tee them throw. 
ing their own göods into chmbon, and ſub- 


mitting their on perſons to the bay” diſci- 


pline of the early church, -/ in 1pl 

With theſe ideas rooted in' A ed the 
commons of Great Britain, in the national emer- 
gencies, will never ſeek | their reſource from the 


-confiſation' of the eſtates of the church and poor. 
Sacrilege and proſeription are not among the 
ways and means in our committee of ſupply The 


Jews in Change Alley have not yet dared to hint 


their hopes of à mortgage on the revenues be- 


longing to the fee of Canterbury. I am not 
afraid that I ſhall be diſavowed, when J affure 


vou chat there is not one public man in this 
'kingdomi,' whom you would wiſh to quote; no 
not one of any party or deſcription, who does 
not reprobate the diſhoneſt, perfidious, and cruel 


confiſcation which the national aſſembly has been 
compelled to make of that property WO R — 


way firſt duty to protect. 


It is with the exultation of a little ad 
pride I tell you, that thoſe amongſt us who 
have wiſhed to pledge the ſocieties of Paris in 


the cup of their abominations, have been diſap- 
pointed. The robbery of your church has 
ptoved x ſecurity to the poſſeſſions of ours. It 
has rouſed the people. They ſee with horror 
and alarm that enormous and ſhameleſs act of 


proſcription. It has opened, and will more and 


more open their eyes upon the ſelfiſh emarge- 


ment of mind. and the narrow x liberality of ſen- 


FS. 
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timent ol. inſidious, men, which-.commencing, in 


cloſe hypocriſy and fraud, have ended in. open 


violence and rapine. At home we behold; ſimi- 


lar beginnings. We are on our guard: againſt 
ſimilar concluſions. CR” bas 


I hope we ſhall never be fo-ecrally lore 


ſenſe, of the. duties inapgled upon us by the law 


of ſocial union, as, upon any pretext of pub- 
lic ſervice, to confiſcate. the goods: of a ſingle 
unoffending citizen. Who but à tyrant (a 
name expreſſive of every thing which can vi- 
tiate and degrade human nature) could think 


of ſeizing on the property of men, unaccuſed, 


unheard, untried, by whole, deſcriptions, by 
hundreds and thouſands together ? who that had 
not loſt every trace of humanity could think 
of caſting down. men of exalted rank and ſacred 
function, ſome of them of an age to call at once 


for reverence and compaſſion, of caſting them 
dovn from the higheſt ſituation in the common- 


wealth, wherein they were maintained by their 


own landed property, to 0 gene de- 
Preſſion and contempt:: 


The confiſcators truly * made * K Nn 
ance to their victims from the ſcraps and frag- 


ments of their own tables from which they have 
been ſo. harſhly driven, and which have been, ſo 
bountifully ſpread for a feaſt to the harpies of 


uſury. But to drive men from independence to 
live on alms is itſelf great cruelty. That which 


might be a tolerable condition to men in one 
ſtate of life, and not habituated to other things, 
may, when all theſe circumſtances are altered, be a 


dreadful 


((e) 


dreadſul revolution; and one to Which a virtu- 
ous mind would feel pain in condemning any 


guilt except that which would demand the life 
of the offender. But to many minds this puniſh- 


ment of degradation and infamy is worſe than death. 


Undoubtedly it is an infinite aggravation of 


this cruel ſuffering, that the perſons who were 


taught a double prejudice in favour of religion, 
by education and by. the place they held in the 


adminiſtration of its functions, are to receive the 


remnants of their property as alms from the pro- 


fane and impious hands of thoſe who had plun- 


dered them of all the reſt; to receive, not from 
the charitable contributions of the faithful, bur 
from the inſolent tenderneſs of known and avow- 
ed Atheiſm, the maintenance of religion, mea- 
ſured out to them on the ſtandard of the con- 
tempt in which it is held; and for the pur- 
poſe of rendering. thoſe who receive the allow- 


ance vile and of no eſtimation in the eyes of 


mankind. | 

But this act of ſeizure of property, it ſeems, 
is a judgment in law, and not a confiſca- 
tion, They have, it ſeems, found out in the 
academies of the Palais Royale, and the Ja- 
cobins; that certain men had no right to the 
poſſeſſions which they held under law, uſage, 
the deciſions of courts, and the accumulated pre- 
ſcription of a thouſand years. They ſay that 
eccleſiaſtics are fiftitious perſons, creatures of 
the ſtate; whom at pleaſure they may deſtroy, 
and 'of courſe limit and modify in every particu- 
lar; that the goods they poſſeſs are not pro- 
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perly theirs. but belong to the ſtate which ere- 
ated; the fiction; and we are therefore not to 
trouble ourſelves with what they may ſuffer in 
their natural feelings and natural perſons, on 
account of what is done towards them in this 


their · conſtructive character. Of what import 


is it, under what names you injure men, and de- 
prive "them of the juſt emoluments of a profeſiion, 


in which they were not only permitted but en- 


couraged by the ſtate to engage; and upon the 
ſuppoſed __ certainty of which emoluments they 


had formed the plan of their lives, contracted - 
debts, and led multitudes to an entire ee 4 


upon them? 


You do not imagine, Sir, that I am going to 
compliment this miſerable diſtinction of perſons 


with any long diſcuſſion. The arguments of ty- 


ranny are as contemptible as its force is dreadful. 


Had not your confiſcators by their early crimes 


obtained a power which ſecures indemnity to all the 


crimes of which they have ſince been guilty, or 

that they can commit, it is not the ſyllogiſm of 
the logician but the laſh of the executioner that 
would have -refuted a ſophiſtry which becomes 


an accomplice of theft and murder. The fo. 


phiſtick tyrants of Paris are loud in their decla- 


mations againſt the departed regal tyrants wa 


in former. ages have vexed the world. They are 
thus bold, becauſe they are ſafe from the dun- 
geons and iron cages of their old maſters. Shall 


we be more tender of the tyfants of our own 


time, when we ſee them acting worſe tragedies 


- under 
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under our eyes? ſhall we not uſe the fame li- 
berty that they do, when we can uſe, it with, the 
fame ſafery? when to ſpeak honeſt truth only re- 
quires a conternpt of the opinions of thoſe whoſe 
actions we abhor ? 

This outrage on all the rights of 2 was 
at firſt covered with what, on the ſyſtem, of 
their conduct, was the moſt aſtoniſhing of all pre- 
texts -a regard to national faith. T The enemies 
to property at firſt pretended a moſt, tender, 
delicate, and ſcrupulous anxiety for keeping the 
king's engagements with the public creditor. 
Theſe profeſſors of the rights of men are ſo 
buſy in teaching others, that they have nor 
leiſure to learn any thing themſelves ; otherwiſe 
they would have known that it is to the property 
of the citizen, and not to the demands of the 
creditor of the ſtate, that the firſt and original 
faith of civil ſociety is pledged. The claim of 
the citizen is prior in time, paramount in title, 
ſuperior in equity. The fortunes of indivi- 
duals, whether poſſeſſed by acquiſition, or by 
deſcent, or in virtue of a participation in the 
goods of ſome community, were no part of the 
creditor's ſecurity, expreſſed or implied. They 
never ſo much 'as entered into his head when he 

made his bargain, He well knew that the pub- 
lic, whether repreſented by a monarch, or by a 
ſenate, can pledge nothing but the public eſtate ; 
and ir can have no public eſtate, except in what 
it deriyes from a juſt 'and proportioned impoſi· 
tion upon the citizens at large. This was en- 


Se 


_— 1 _-. a—_ Mi 1 a 1 


6 ² ING 2 TSA. 7 


0 161) 
gaged, and vothing elſe could be engaged to to the 
public « creditor. No man can mortgage his it ny 
juſtice : as 4 pawn for his fidelity. 

"Tt is impoſſible to avoid ſome obſervation on 
the contradictions cauſed by the extreme, ri- 
gour "and the extreme laxity of the new public 
faith, which influenced in this tranſaction, and 
which influenced not according to the nature 
of the obligation, but to the deſcription of the 
perſons to whom it was engaged, No acts of 
the old government of the kings of France are 
held valid in the National aſſembly, except its 
pecuniary engagements; acts of all others of 
the moſt ambiguous legality. The reſt of the 
acts of that royal government are conſidered in 
ſo odious a light, that to have a claim under 
its authority i is looked on as a ſort of crime, A 
penſion, given as a reward for ſervice. to the 
ſtare, is ſurely as good a ground of property as 
any fecurity for money advanced to the ſtate. It 
is a better ; for money is paid, and well paid, to 
obtain that ſervice. We have however ſeen 
multitudes of people under this deſcription in 
France, who never had been deprived of their 
allowances by the moſt arbitrary miniſters, in the 
moſt arbitrary times, by this aſſembly of the 
rights of men, robbed without mercy. They 
were told, in anſwer to their claim to the bread 
earned with their blood, that their ſervices had 
not been rendered to the e that now 
exiſts. 

This laxity of public faith is not confined to 
thoſe unfortunate perſons, The aſſembly, with 
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perſe conſiſtency it muſt be owned, engaged 
in a reſpectable deliberation how far it is bound 
by the treaties made with other nations under the 
former government, and their Committee is to 
report which of them they ought to ratify; and 
which not. By this means they have put the ex- 
ternal fidelity of this virgin ſtate on We 
its internal. S yiilidins 
It is not eaſy to conceive upon whatj ite. 
principle the royal government ſhould not, of 
the two, rather have poſſeſſed the power of re- 
warding ſervice, and making treaties, in virtue of 
its prerogative; than that of pledging to credi- 
tors the revenue of the ſtate actual and poſſible. 
The treaſure of the nation, of all things, has 
been the leaſt allowed to the prerogative of the 
king of France, or to the prerogative of any king 
in Europe. To mortgage the public revenue im- 
plies the ſovereign dominion, in the fulleſt ſenſe; 
over the public purſe. It goes far beyond the truſt 
even of a temporary and occaſional - taxation,” 
The acts however of that dangerous power (the 
diſtinctive mark of a boundleſs deſpotiſm) have 
been alone held ſacred. Whence aroſe this pre- 
ference given by a democratic aſſembly to a 
body of property deriving its title from the moſt. 
critical and obnoxious of all the exertions of 
monarchical authority? Reaſon can furniſh; no- 
thing to reconcile inconſiſtency ; nor can par- 
tial favour be accounted for upon equitable- 
principles. But the contradiction and partiality 
which admit no juſtification, are not the leſs 
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without an adequate cauſe; und that cauſe I do 
not think it difficult to diſcover, 

By the vaſt debt of France a great monied 
intereſt had inſenſibly grown up, and with it 
great power. By the ancient uſages which pre- 
vailed in that kingdom, the general circulation 
of property, and in particular the mutual con- 
vertibility of land into money, and of money into 
land, had always been a matter of difficulty. 
Family ſettlements, rather more general and more 
ſtrict than they are in England, the jus retractus, 
the great maſs of landed property held by the 
crown; and by a matim of the French law held 
unalienably, the vaſt eſtates of the eccleſiaſtic 
corporations,—all theſe had kept the landed and 
monied interefts more ſeparated in France, leſs 
miſcible, and the owners of the two diſtin& ſpe- 
cies of property not ſo well diſpoſed to each other 
as they are in this country. 

The monied property was long hacked on 
with rather an evil eye by the people. They 
ſaw it connected with their diſtreſſes, and ag- 
gravating them. It was no leſs envied by the 
old landed intereſts, partly for the ſame reaſons 
that rendered it obnoxious to the people, but 
much more ſo as it eclipſed, by the ſplendour 
of an oſtentatious luxury, the unendowed pe- 
digrees and naked titles of ſeveral among the 
nobility. Even when the nobility, which re- 
preſented the more permanent landed intereſt, 
united themſelves by marriage (which ſome- 
times was the caſe) with the other deſeription, 
the wealth which ſaved the family from ruin, 
M 2 was 
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was ſuppoſed to contaminate and degrade it. 
Thus the enmities and heart-burnings of theſe 
parties were encreaſed even by the uſual means 
by which diſcord is made to ceaſe, and quarrels 
are turned into friendſhip. In the mean time, 
the pride of the wealthy men, not noble op newly 
noble, encreaſed with its cauſe. They felt with 
reſentment an inferiority, the grounds of which 
they did not acknowledge. There was no 
meaſure to which they were not willing fo lend 
themſelves, in order to be revenged of the out- 
rages of this rival pride, and to exalt their wealth 
to what they conſidered as its natural rank and 
eſtimation. They ſtruck at the nobility through 
the crown and the church. They attacked 
them particularly on the fide on which they 
thought them the moſt vulnerable, that is, the 
poſſeſſions of the church, which, through the 
| patronage of the crown, generally devolved upon 
the nobility. The biſhopricks, and the great 
commendatory abbies, were, with few exceptions, 
held by that order. 
In this ſtate of real, though not always perceived 
| warfare between the noble ancient landed intereſt, 
and the new monied intereſt, the greateſt becauſe 
the moſt applicable ſtrength was in the hands of 
the latter. The monied intereſt is in its nature 
more ready for any adventure; and its poſſeſſors 
more diſpoſed. to new enterpriſes of any kind. 
Being of a recent acquilition, it falls in more 
naturally with any novelties. It is therefore the 
kind of wealth. which will be reſorted to by all 
who wiſh for change. | 

Along 
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Along with the monied intereſt, a new de- 


ſeription of men had grown up, with whom that 


intereſt ſoon formed a cloſe and marked union ; 


1 mean the political men of Letters. Men of 


Letters, fond of diſtinguiſhing themſelves, are 


rarely averſe to innovation. Since the decline 
ol the life and greatneſs of Lewis the XIVth, they 


were not ſo much cultivated either by him, or by 
the regent, or the ſucceſſors to the crown; nor were 


they engaged to the court by favours and emolu- 


ments ſyſtematically as during the ſplendid 


| period of that oſtentatious and not impolitic 
reign. What they loſt in the old court pro- 
tection they endeavoured to make up by joining 


in a ſort of incorporation of their own ; to which 


the two academies of France, and afterwards the 
vaſt undertaking of the Encyclopzdia, carried 
on by a ſociety of theſe gentlemen, did not a 
little contribute, 


The literary cabal had ſome years ago formed 


| ſomething like a regular plan for the deſtruction 


of the Chriſtian religion. This object they pur- 
ſued with a degree of zeal which hitherto. had 
been diſcovered only in the propagators of ſome 
ſyſtem of piety. They were poſſeſſed with a ſpi- 


+ rit of proſelytiſm in the moſt fanarical degree; 


and from thence by an eaſy progrefs, with the 
ſpirit of -perſecution according to their means. 
What was not to be done towards their great 


end by any direct or immediate act, might be 
vrought by a longer proceſs through the medium 


of opinion. To command that opinion, the firſt 
ſtep is to eſtabliſh a dominion over thoſe who di- 


rect it. They contrived to poſſeſs themſelves, 
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with great method and perſeverance, of all tho 
avenues to literary fame. Many of them indeed 
ſtood high in the ranks of literature and ſci. 
ence. The world had done them juſtice; and in 
favour of general talents forgave the evil ten- 
dency of their peculiar principles. This was 
true liberality; which they returned by endea- 
vouring to confine the reputation of ſenſe, Jearn- 
ing, and taſte to themſelves or their followers, 
1 will venture to ſay that this narrow, excluſive 
ſpirit has not been leſs prejudicial to literature 
and to taſte, than to morals and true philoſophy. 
Theſe Atheiſtical fathers have a bigotry of their 
own ; and they haye learnt to talk againſt monks 
with 'the ſpirit of a monk. But in ſome things 
they are men of the world. The reſources of 
intrigue are called in to ſupply the defects of at- 
gument and wit. To this ſyſtem of literary mo- 
nopoly was joined an unremitting induſtry to 
blacken and diſcredit in every way, and by evety 
means, all thoſe who did not hold to their faction. 
To thoſe who have obſerved the ſpirit of their 
conduct, it has long been clear that nothing was 
wanted but the power of carrying the intolerance 
of the tongue and of the pen into a perſecution 
which would ftrike at property, liberty, and 
life. 

The deſultory and faint perſecution carried on 
againſt them, more from compliance with form 
and decency than with ſerious reſentment, neither 
weakened their ſtrength, nor relaxed their efforts, 
The iſſue of the whole was, that what with 
oppoſition, and what with ſucceſs, a violent and 
malignant zeal, of a kind hitherto unknown in 
EE the 
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the world, had taken an 5Þ © poſſeſſion of their 
minds, and rendered cheir whole converſation, 


_ which otherwiſe would have been pleaſing and 
inſtructive, perfectly diſguſting. A ſpirit of ca- 


bal, intrigue, and proſelytiſm, pervaded all their 
thoughts, words, and actions. And, as contro- 
verſial zeal ſoon turns its thoughts on force, they 
began to infinuate, themſelves into a correſpond- 
ence with foreign princes; in hopes, through their 
authority, which at firſt they flattered, they might 


bring about the changes they had in view. To 


them it was indifferent whether theſe changes 
were to be accompliſhed by the thunderbolt of 
deſpotiſm, or by the earthquake of popular com- 


motion. The correſpondence between this ca- 
bal, and the late king of Pruſſia, will throw no 


ſmall light upon the fpirit of all their proceed- 
ings. For the ſame purpoſe for which they in- 


trigued with princes, they cultivated, in a diſtin- 
- guiſhed manner, the monied intereſt of France; 


and partly, through the means furniſhed by thoſe 
vhoſe peculiar offices gave them the moſt exten- 
ſive and certain means of communication, they 
carefully occupied all the avenues to opinion. 
Writers, eſpecially when they a& in a body, 
and with one direction, have great influence on 
the public mind; the alliance therefore of theſe 
writers with the monied intereſt had no ſmall 
effect in removing the popular odium and envy 
which attended that ſpecies of wealth. Theſe 
writers, like the propagators of all novelties, 
pretended to a great zeal for the poor; and the 
lower orders, whilſt in their ſatires they rendered 


hateful, by every exaggeration, the faults of courts, 
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of nobility, and of prieſthood. They became a 
fort of demagogues. They ſerved as a link to 
unite, in favour of one object, obnoxious wealth 
to reſtleſs and deſperate poverty. 

As theſe two kinds of men appear principal 
leaders in all the late tranſactions, their junction 
and politics will ſerve to account, not upon any 
principles of Jaw or of policy, but as a gauſe, for 
the general fury with which all the landed pro- 
perty of eccleſiaſtical corporations has been at- 
tacked; and the great care which, contrary to 
their pretended principles, has been taken, of a. 
monied intereſt originating from the authority of 
the crown, All the envy againſt wealth and 
power, was artificially directed againſt other de- 
ſcriptions of riches. On what other principles than 
that which T have ſtated can we account for an ap- 
pearance ſo extraordinary and unnatural as that 
of the eccleſiaſtical poſſeſſions, which had ſtood fo 
many ſucceſſions of ages and ſhocks of civil vio- 
lences, and were guarded at once by juſtice, and by 
prejudice, being applied to the payment of debts, 
comparatively recent, invidious, and. contracted 
by a decried and ſubverted government ? 

Was the public eftate a ſufficient ſtake for the 
public debts? Aſſume that it was not, and that a 
loſs muſt be incurred ſomewhere When the only 
eſtate lawfully poſſeſſed, and which the contract- 
ing parties had in contemplation at the time in 
which their bargain was made, happens to fail, 
who, according to the principles of natural and 
legal equity, ought to be the ſufferer? Certainly 
it ought to be either the party who truſted ; or 


the party who perſuaded him to truſt ; or both ; 
and 
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and not third parties who had no concern with 
the tranſaction. Upon any inſolvency they ought 
to ſuffer who were weak enough to lend u 
bad ſecurity, or they who fraudently held out a 
ſecurity that was not valid, Laws are acquainted 
with no other rules of decifion. But by the new 
inſtitute of the rights of men, the only perſons, 
who in equity ought to ſuffer, are the only per- 
ſons who are to be ſaved harmleſs: thoſe are to 
anſwer the debt who neither were lenders or bor- 
rowers, mortgagers or mortgagees. 

What had the clergy to do with theſe tranſ- 


actions? What had they to do with any public 


engagement further than the extent of their own 


debt? To that, to be ſure, their eſtates were 
bound to the laſt acre. Nothing can lead more 


to. the true ſpirit of the aſſembly which ſits for 
public confiſcation, with its new equity and its 
new morality, than an attention to their pro- 
ceeding with regard to this debt of the clergy. 
The body of confiſcators, true to that monied 
intereſt for which they were falſe to every other, 


have found the clergy competent to incur a. 


legal debt, Of courſe they declared them le- 
gally entitled to the property which their power 
of incurring the debt and mortgaging the eſtate 
implied; recognizing the rights of thoſe per- 
ſecuted citizens, in the very act in which they 
were thus groſsly violated, 

If, as I ſaid, any perſons are to make good 
deficiencies to the public creditor, beſides the 
public at large, they muſt be thoſe who managed 
the agreement. Why therefore are not the 
eſtates of all the comptrollers general confiſcated? 

Why 
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Why not thoſe of the long ſucceſſion of miniſters, 
financiers; and bankers who have been entiched 


whilſt the nation was impoveriſhed by their deal- 


ings and their counſels? Why is not the eſtate 
of Mr. Laborde declared forfeited rather than of 
the archbiſhop of Paris, who has had nothing to 
do in the creation or in the jobbing of the pub- 
lic funds. Or, if you muſt confiſeate old landed 
eſtates in favour of the money-jobbers, why is 
the penalty confined to one deſcription? I do 
not know whether the expences of the duke de 
Choiſeul have left any thing of the infinite ſums 
which he had derived from the bounty of his 
maſter, during the tranſactions of a reiga which 
contributed largely, by every ſpecies of prodi- 
gality in war and peace, to the preſent debt of 
France. If any ſuch remains, why is not this con- 


fiſcated? I remember to have been in Paris dur- 


ing the time of the old government. I was there 
Juſt after the duke d' Aiguillon had been ſnatched 
(as it was generally thought) from the block by che 
hand of a protecting deſpotiſm. He, was a miniſter, 
and had ſome concern in the affairs of that prodigal 
period. Why do I not ſee his eſtate delivered up 


to the municipalities in which it 1s ſituated? The 


noble family of Noailles have long been ſervants, 
(meritorious ſervants I admit) to the crown of 
France, and have had of courſe ſome ſhare in 
its bounties. Why do I hear nothing of the ap- 
plication of their eſtates to the public debt? 
-Why is the eſtate of the duke de Rochefaucault 
more ſacred than that of the cardinal de Roche- 
ent. The former is, I doubt not, a worthy 
perſon: 


* — 
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perſon; and (if it were not a ſort of profaneneſs 
to talk of the uſe, as affecting the title to pro- 
perty) he makes a good uſe of his revenues; but 
it is no diſreſpect to him to ſay, what authentic 
information well warrants me in ſaying, that the 
uſe made of a property equally valid, by his bro- 
ther the cardinal archbiſhop of Rouen, was far 
more laudable and far more public-ſpirited. Can 
one hear of the proſcription of ſuch perſons, and 
the confiſcation of their effects, without indigna- 
tion and horror? He is not a man who does not 
feel ſuch emotions on ſuch occaſions. He does 
not deſerve the name of a free man who will not 
expreſs them. 

Few barbarous conquerors have ever eat ſo 
terrible a reyolution in property. None of the 
heads of the Roman faRions, when they eſta- 
bliſhed © crudelem illam Haſtam in all their auc- 
tions of rapine, have ever ſct up to ſale the goods 
of the conquered citizen to ſuch an enormous 
amount. It muſt be allowed in favour' of thoſe 
tyrants of antiquity, that what was done by them 
could hardly be ſaid to be done in cold blood, 
Their paſſions were inflamed, their tempers ſour- 
ed, their underſtandings confuſed, with the ſpirit 
of revenge, with the innumerable reciprocated 
and recent inflitions and retaliations of blood 
and rapine. They were driven beyond all bounds 
of maderation by the apprehenſion of the return 
of power with the return of property to the fa- 
milies of thoſe they had injured beyond all hope 
of forgiveneſs. 

Theſe Roman confiſcators, who were yet only 
* | | in 
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in the elements of tyranny, and were not in- 
ſtructed in the rights of men to exerciſe all ſortz 
of cruelties on each other without provocation, 
thought it neceſſary to ſpread a ſort of colour 
over their injuſtice. They conſidered the van- 
quiſhed party as compoſed of traitors who had 
borne arms, or otherwiſe had ated with boſtility 
againſt the commonwealth. They regarded them 
as perſons who had forfeited their property by 
their crimes. With you, in your improved ſtate 
of the human mind, there was no ſuch formality. 
You ſeized upon five millions ſterling of annual 
rent, and turned forty or fifty thouſand human 
creatures out of their houſes, becaufe * ſuch was 
your pleaſure.” The tyrant, Harry the Eighth 
of England, as he was not better enlightened 
than the Roman Marius's and Sylla's, and had 
not ſtudied in your new ſchools, did not know 
what an effectual inſtrument of deſpotiſm was 
to be found in that grand magazine of offenſive 
weapons, the rights of men, When he reſolved 
to rob the abbies, as the club of the Jacobins 
have robbed all the eccleſiaſtics, he began by 
ſetting on foot a commiſſion to examine into the 
-rimes and abuſes which prevailed in thoſe com- 
munities. As it might be expected, his commiſ- 
ſion reported truths, exaggerations, and falſ- 
hoods. But -truly or falſely it reported abuſes 
and offences. However, as abuſes might be. 
corrected, as every crime of perſons does not in- 
fer a forfeiture with regard to communities, and 
as property, in that dark age, was not diſcovered 

to be a creature of n all thoſe abuſes 
$ (and 
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(and there were enough of them) were hardly 


thought ſufficient ground for ſuch a confiſcation 


as it was for his purpoſes to make. He there- 
fore procured the formal ſurrender of theſe 
eſtates. All theſe operoſe proceedings were a» 
dopted by one of the moſt decided tyrants in the 
rolls of hiſtory, as neceſſary preliminaries, before 
he could venture, by bribing the members of his 
two ſervile houſes with a ſhare of the ſpoil, and 
holding out to them an eternal immunity from 
taxation, to demand a confirmation of his iniquit- 
ous proceedings by an act of parliament. Had 
fate reſerved him to our times, four technical 
terms would have done his buſineſs, and ſaved 
him all this trouble; he needed nothing more 
than one ſhort form of incantation “ Philoſophy, 
Light, Liberality, the Rights of Men.” 

I can ſay nothing in praiſe of thoſe acts of ty- 
ranny, which no voice has hitherto ever com- 
mended under any of their falſe colours; yet in 
theſe falſe colours an homage was paid by deſpo- 
tiſm ro juſtice. The power which was above all 
fear and all remorſe was not ſet above all ſhame. 
Whilſt ſhame keeps irs watch, Virtue is not 
wholly extinguiſhed in the heart ; nor will Mo- 
deration be utterly exiled from the minds of 
tyrants, 


[ believe every honeft man ſympathizes in his 


reflections with our political poet on that occa- 


fion, and will pray to avert the omen whenever 
theſe acts of rapacious deſpotiſm preſent them- 
ſelves to his view or his imagination: | 
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4 Teil me (my muſe) what monſtrous, — | 
& What crimes could any Chriſtian king ee 
« To ſuch a rage? Was 't luxury, or luſt? 
« Was he ſo temperate, ſo chaſte, fo juſt ? | 
« Were theſe their crimes? they were his own much, 


« more; 


« But wealth 1s crime enough to him that's poor #7 |" 


This ſame wealth, which is at all times tren 
and leſe nation to indigent and rapacious deſpo- 
tiſm, under all modes of polity, was your tempta- 
tion to violate property, law, and religion, united 
in one object. But was the ſtate of France ſo 
wretched and undone, that no other reſource 
but rapine remained to preſerve its exiſtence? 
On this point I wiſh to receive ſome informa- 
tion. When the ſtates met, was the condition 
| | of 

* The reſt of the paſſage is this 
«© Who having ſpent the treaſures of his crown, 
«« Condemns their luxury to feed his own. Tt 
«« And yet this act, to varniſh o'er the ſhame 
«« Of ſacrilege, muſt bear Devotion's name. 


« No crime ſo bold, but would be underſtood 
A real, or at leaſt a ſeeming good, | 
Who fears not to do ill, yet fears the name; 

«« And, free from conſcience, is a ſlave to fame. 
Thus he the church at once protects, and ſpoils: _ 

But princes? ſwords are ſharper than their ſtyles. 4 

„ And thus to th' ages paſt he makes amends,” 

c Their charity deſtroys, their faith defends, | 

Then did Religion i in a lazy cell, 

„In empty atry contemplations dwell ; 

« And, like the block, unmoved lay: but ours, 1 

« As much too active, like the ſtork devours. br ; 

ls there no temp' rate region can be known, 

« Betwixt their frigid, and our torrid zone ? 
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of the finances of -France- ſuch, that, after tæco- 
nomiſing (on prineiples' of juſtice and merey) 
through all departments, no fair repartition | of 
burthens upon all the otden could Poſſibly re- 
ſtore them ? If ſuch an equal impoſition would 
have been ſufficient, you well know it might 
eaſily have been made. Mr. Neckar, in the 
budget which he laid before the Orders aſſem- 
bled at Verſailles, made a detailed expoſition of 
the ſtate of the French nation 1 

If we give credit to him, it was not neceſfary 
to have recourſe to any new impoſitions what- 
ſoever, to put the receipts of France on a ba- 
lance with its expences. He ſtated the perma- 
nent charges of all deſcriptions, including the 
intereſt of a new loan of four hundred millions, 


«« Could we not wake from that lethargic dream, 

« But to be reſtleſs in a worſe extreme? 

«« And for that lethargy was there no cure, 

«« But to be caſt into a calenture? 

« Can knowledge have no bound, but muſt advance | 

« So far, to make us wiſh for ignorance ? 447) 

*« And rather in the dark to grope our way, 

as 2 led by a falſe guide, to err by day? | . 
Wbo ſees theſe diſmal heaps, but would demand. 

4 « wh barbarous invader fack'd the land ? | 

** But when he hears, no Goth, no Turk did bring 

0 This deſolation, but a Chriſtian king; 

«© When nothing, but the name of zeal, appears. e 

a 'Twixz our beſt actions, and the worſt of theirs, . „ 

* What does he think our ſacrilege would ſpare, . 

When ſuch th' effects of our Devotion are?” . — 

Coorer's HTT, by Sir jon x Banane 

* Rapport de Mon, le direQenr genial de e 2 

nenn Ans. . 4 
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at $31,444,000 livres; the fixed revenue at 
475. 294, ooo, making the deficiency 56, i 50,000, 
or ſhort of 2,200,000 ſterling, But to balance 
it, he brought forward ſavings and improve- 
ments of revenue (conſidered as entirely certain) 
to rather more than the amount of that defi- 
ciency; and he concludes with theſe emphatical 
words (p. 39) © Quel pays, Meſſieurs, que celui, 
“ ou, /ans impots et avec de ſimples objets in- 
« appercus, on peut faire diſparoitre un deficit 
« qui a fait tant de bruit en Europe.” As to 
the re-imburſement, ths ſinking of debt, and the 
other great objects of public credit and political 
arrangement indicated in Monſ. Necker's ſpeech, 
no doubt could be entertained, but that a very 
moderate and proportioned aſſeſſment on the ci- 
tizens without diſtinction would have provided 
for all of them to the fulleſt extent of their de- 
mand. | * 
If this repreſentation of Monſ. Neckar was 
falſe, then the aſſembly are in the higheſt degree 
culpable for having forced the king to accept as 
his miniſter, and fince the king's depoſition, for 
having employed as their miniſter, a man who 
had been capable of abuſing ſo notoriouſly the 
confidence of his maſter and their own; in a mat- 
ter too of the higheſt moment, and directly ap- 
pertaining to his particular office. But if the 
repreſentation was exact (as, having always along 
with you conceived a high degree of reſpect for 
Mr. Neckar, I make no doubt it was) then 
what can be faid in favour of thoſe, whoa, in- 
ſtead of moderate, reaſonable, and general con- 
"tribution, have in cold blood, and impelled by 
no 
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no neceſſity, had recourſe to a Partial. and cruel 
confiſcation ?., F 

Was that contribution YE on 2 pretext 
of privilege, either on the part of the clergy or 
on that of the nobility ? No certainly. As to 
the clergy, they even ran before the wiſhes of 
the thixd order. Previous to the meeting of the 
ſtates, they had in all their inſtructions expreſsly 
directed their deputies to renounce every immu- 
nity, which put them upon a footing diſtinct 
from the condition of their fellow - ſubjects. In 
this renunciation the clergy were even more 
explicit than the nobility, _ 

But let us ſuppoſe that the deficiency had re- 
mained at the 56 millions, (or {. 2,200,000 ſter- 
ling) as at firſt ſtated by Mr. Necker, Let vs 
allow that all the reſources he oppoſed to that 
deficiency were impudent and groundleſs fictions; 
and that the aſſembly (or their lords of articles ® 
at the Jacobins) were from thence juſtified in lay- 
ing the whole burthen of that deficiency on the 
clergy, —yet allowing all this, a neceſſity of 
{ 2,200,000 ſterling will not ſupport a confiſca- 
tion to the amount of five millions. The impo- 
ſition of C. 2,200,000 on the clergy, as partial, 
would have been oppreſſive and unjuſt, but it 
vould not have been altogether ruinous to thoſe on 
whom it was impoſed; and therefore it would not 
have anſwered the real purpoſe of the managerg. _ 


* In the conſlitation-of Scotland during the Stuart reigns, 
a committee ſat for preparing bills ; and none could paſs, 
but thoſe previouſly approved by them. A 


Perhaps | 


valled lords of articles, 
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Perhaps perſons,” unacquainted' wich the ſtite 
of France, on hearing the clergy and the Hol. 
bleſſe were privileged in point of taxation, may 
be led to imagine, that previous to the revolution 
theſe bodies had contributed nothing to the ſtate. 
This is a great miſtake. They certainly did not 


contribute equally with each other, nor either of 


them equally with the commons. They both how: 
ever contributed largely. Neither nobility not 
clergy enjoyed any exemption from the eciſe on 
conſumable commodities, from duties of cuſtom, 
or from any of the other numerous indire# inipo- 
ſitions, which in France as well as here, make ſo 
very large a proportion of all payments to the 
public. The nobleſſe paid the capitation. They 
paid alſo a land- tax, called the twentieth penny, 
to the height ſometimes of three, ſometimes of 
four ſhillings in the pound; both of them dire 
impoſitions of no light nature, and no trivial 
produce; The clergy of the provinces an- 
nexed by conqueſt to France (which in extent 
make about an eighth part of the whole but in 
wealth a much larger proportion) paid Hkewif 
to the capitation and the twentieth penny, 2t 

the rate paid by the nobility. The clergy in 
the old provinces did not pay the capitation; 


but they had redeemed themſelves at the ex- - 


pence of about 24 millions, or a little more 
than a million ſterling: They were exempted 
from the twentieths; but then they made free 
gifts; they contracted debts for the tare ; ard 
they were ſubject to ſome other charges, the 
whole computed at about x thirteenth part of 

| - their 
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their clear! income, They ought to; have paid 
annually about farty, thouſand. pounds more, 
to; put them on & par wied rhe contribution 
of the nobility. 201125 g EC) 30 OY <q! Tx 
When the terrors of "this tremendous- pro- 
ſeription hung over the clergy, they made 
an offer of, a conttibution, through the arch - 
biſop of Ain, which, for its extravagance, 
ought not to have been accepted. But it was 
evidently. and obviouſly more advantageous to to. 
the public creditor, than, any thing which could. 
rationally be promiſed by the confiſcation... Why 
was it not accepted? The reaſon is plain—There 
was no deſire that the church ſhould be brought. 
to ſerve the ſtate. The ſervice of the ſtate was 
made a a pretext to deſtroy the church. One. 
great end i in the project would have: been de- 
feated, if the plan of extortion had been adopted 
in lieu of the ſcheme of confiſcation. The new 
landed intereſt connected with the new republic, 
and connected with it for its very being, could, 
not haye been created, This was the reaſon 
nhy, that extravagant ranſom was not accepted. 
The madneſs of the project of confiſcation,, 
on the plan, that was firſt pretended, ſoon. be- 
came apparent. To bring this unwieldy, maſs of 
lagded, property, enlarged by the confiſcation of. 
al the . yaſt landed domain of the crown, at; 
once into, market, was obviouſly to defeat the; 
profits, propoſed. by the confiſcation, by depre- 
cating the value of thoſe lands, and indeed of, L 
il the Janded eſtates throughout France. Such 
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ftep was ment Did the aſſemblp, on n becoming 
ſenſible of the inevitable ill effects of their pro- 
jected ſale, revert to the offers of the clergy ? No 
diſtreſs. could oblige: them to travel in a courſe 
- which was diſgraced by any appearance of; Juſtice, 
Giving over all hopes from. a general immediate 
ſale, another project ſeems to have ſucceeded. 
They propoſed to take ſtock in exchange for the 
church lands. In that hive great our 
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threw them back again upon ſome ben of 
ſale, The municipalities had taken an alarm, 
They would not hear of transferring the whole 
AK of the kingdom to the ſtock-holders i in 
Paris. Many of thoſe municipalities, had been 
(upon ſyſtem) reduced to the moſt de lorable 
indigence, Money was no where to be ſeen. 
They were therefore led to the point that was ſo 
ardently deſired. They panted for 2 a Currency 
of any kind which might revive their periſhing 
induſtry. The municipalities were then to be 
admitted to à ſhare in the ſpoil, which evidently 
rendered the firſt ſcheme. (if ever it had been ſe- 
riouſly entertained) altogether impracticable. 
public exigencies preſſed upon all fides. The 
' miniſter of finance reiterated his call for fupp!y 
with a moſt urgent, anxious, and bodihg voice. 
Thus. preſſed on all ſides, inſtead of "rhe firſt 
plan of converting their bankers into bifhops 
and abbots, inſtead of paying the old deb, 
they contracted a new debt, at 3 per cent. 
creating a new paper currency, founded on a 


eventual ſale of the church lands. They iſſued 
this 


( i191 ) 
this paper currency to Pris | in the firſt inſtance 
chiefly the demands made upon; them hy the 
Bank of diſcount, the n or beer. 
of their fictitious wealtii ng 

The ſpoil of the church way now become the 
only reſource of all their operations in finance; 
the vital principle of all their politics 3, the ſole 
ſecurity for the exiſtence' of their, power. It was 
neceſſary by all, even the moſt violent means, to 
put every individual on the ſame bottom, and to 
bind the nation in one guilty intereſt to uphold 

this act, and the authority, of thoſe, by whom it 
was done. In order te ſorce the moſt; reluctant 
into a participation of their pillage, they render- 
ed their paper circulation compulſory i in all pay- 
ments. Thoſe who conſider the general tendency 

ol their ſchemes to this one object as a centre; 
and a centre from which afterwards all their mea- 
ſures radiate, will not think that I dwell. too long 
upon this part of the r of the national 
aſſembly. 

To cut off all appearance of connexion between 
the crown and public juſtice, and to bring the whole 
under implicit obedience to the dictators in Paris, 
the old independent judicature of the parliaments, 

with all its merits, and all its faults, was wholly abo- 
liſhed, Whilſt the parliamentsexiſted, it w as evident 
that the people might ſome time or other come to 
reſort to them, and rally under the ſtandard of their 
antient laws, It became however a matter of con- 
lideration that the magiſtrates and officers, in the 
courts now aboliſhed, had purchaſed their places 
at a very high rate, for which, as well as for the 
4... 5, r : 
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duty they performed, they received but © very low 
return of intereſt. Simple co IEC 
for the ctergy ;—t6 thelawyers ſome appearances! 


equity are to be obſerved ; and they are to receive 


compenſation to an iminenſe amount: Their com- 


penſation becomes part of the national debt, for the 


liquidation of which tkete is the one exhauſtleſt 
fund. The lawyers are to obtain their compenſation 
in the new church paper, wich is to march with 
the new principles of judicature and Tegiflatore, 
The diſmiſſed magiſtrates ire to take their ſhare 
of martyrdom with the eccleſiaſtics, or to receive 


their own property from fuch à fund and in ſich 


a manner, as all thoſe, Who have been ſeaſoned 
with the antient principles of juriſprudence, and 
had been the ſworn dreary of property; mut 
ook upon with horror.” Even the clergy ate tb re- 
ceive their miſerable allowance dut of the depre- 
ciated paper which is ſtamped with the inddible 
character of ſacrilege, and with the ſymbols of 
their own ruin, or they muſt ſtarve. So Violent an 
outrage upon credit, property, and Hiberty;a$'this 
compulſory paper currency, has ſeldom been ex- 
hibited by the alliance of bankruptcy aid tyran- 

ny, at any time, or in any natioorn 
In the courſe of all theſe operations, at length 
comes out the grand arcamum; — that in reality, and 
in a fair ſenſe, the lands of the church (ſo far as aby 
thing certain can be gathered fram their proceed- 
ings) are not to be ſold at all. By the late reſolu- 
tions of the national aſſembly, they are indeed to be 
delivered to the higheſt bidder. But it ĩs to be ob- 
ſerved, that a certain portion only of the purchaſe no- 
| | | ney 
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of gift to — —— held. on the e tenure 
of zeal to the new eſtabliſnment. This project is 
evidently to let in à body of purchaſers without 
money. The conſequence will be, that theſe pur- 
chaſers, or rather grantees, will pay, not only from 
the rents as they.accrue, which might as well be re- 
ceived by the ſtate, but from the ſpoil of the ma- 
terials of buildings, from waſte in woods, and from 
whatever money, by hands habituated to the grip- 
ings of uſury, they can wring from. the miſerable 
peaſant... He is to be delivered over to the merce- 
nary and arbitrary diſcretion of men, who will be 


ſtimulated to every ſpecies of extortion, by the 


growing demands on the growing profits of an 
eſtate held under the precarious. ſectlergent #4 2 
new political ſyſtem. ,.. 

When all the frauds, impoſtures, violences, 1 ra- 
pines, burnings, murders, confiſcations, compul- 
ſory paper currencies, and every deſcription of ty- 
ranny and cruelty employed to bring about and 
to uphold this revolution, have, theic,, natural 
effec, that is, to ſhock the moral ſentiments 
of all virtuous and ſober minds, the abettors 
of this philoſophic ſyſtem immediately ſtrain their 
throats in a declamation againſt the old monar- 
chial government of France, When they have 
W that.. n Hour: en Neck, 
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they then proceed in argument; as if all thoſe who 
diſapprove of their ne abuſes, muſt of courſe be 
partizans of the old; that thoſe vho reprobate 
their crude and violent ſehemes of liberty ought 
to be treated as advocates for ſervitude. I admit 
that their neceſſities do compel them to this baſe 
and contemptible fraud. Nothing can reconcile 
men to their proceedings and projects but the 
ſuppoſition that there is no third option between 
them, and ſome tyranny as odious as can be fur- 
niſhed by the records of hiſtory; or by the inven- 
tion of poets. This prattling of theirs hardly de- 
ſerves the name of ſophiſtry. It ĩs nothing but plain 
impudence. Have theſe gentlemen never heard, 
in the whole circle of the worlds of theory and 
practice, of any thing between the deſpo- 
tiſm' of the monarch and the deſpotiſm of the 
multitude ? Have they never heard of a monar- 
chy directed by laws, controlled and balanced 
by the great heredirary wealth and hereditary dig- 
nity of a nation; and both again controlled by 
a judicious check from the reaſon and feeling of 
the people at large acting by a ſuitable and per- 
manent organ? Is it then impoſſible that a man 
may be found who, without criminal ill intention, 
or pitiable abſurdity, ſhall prefer ſuch a mixed and 
tempered government to either of the extremes; 
and who may repute that nation to be deſtitute 
of all wiſdom and of all virtue, which, having 
in its choice to obtain ſuch a government with 
caſe, or ratber to confirm it when actually poſſeſſed, 

thought proper to commit a thouſand crimes, and 

LY ; to 
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to ſobject their counteꝶ da thouſagy eyils, in pr 
der to avoid it? Ls, it chen a truth {9 vpiyerfally 
acknowledged, that a pute democracy, is the only 
tolerable form: into which human ſociety can be 
thrown, that a man is not permitted to heſſtate 
about its merits, without the ſuſpicion of being a 
ſriend to ee that is, ot; being a.foe to man- 
kind? 101 SON 
I do not now auen A hs deſcrintion. 10 claſs 
the preſent ruling authority in France. It affect 
to be a pure democracy, though I .think it in a 
direct train of becoming ſhortly · a miſchievous 
and ignoble oligarchy. But for the preſent 1 
admit it to be a contrivance of the nature and 
effect of what it pretends to. I reprobate no 
form of government merely upon abſtract; prin- 
eiples. There may be ſituations in which the 
purely democratic form will become neceſſary. 
There may be ſome (very ſew, and very particu- 
larly circumſtanced) where it would, be clearly 
deſireable. This I do not take to be the caſe of 
France, or of any other great country. Until 
now, we have ſeen no examples of conſiderable 
democracies.” The antients were better acquaint- 
ed with them. Not being wholly unread. in the 
authors, who. had ſeen the moſt of thoſe; conſti- 
totions, and who beſt underſtood them, I cannot 
help concurring with their opinion, that an abſo- 
lute democracy, no more than abſolute monarchy, 
is to be reckoned among the legitimate ſorms of 
government. They think it rather the corruption 
and degeneracy, than the ſound conſtitution of a 
republic. If I recollect rightly, Ariſtotle obſerves, 
that 
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that a democracy has any ſtriking 
ſemblance with a tyranuy . Of this 178 
that in a democracy, the majority of the . citizens 
is capable of exerciſing the moſt cruel. oppreſſions 
upon the minority, whenever ſtrong diviſions pre- 
vail in that kind of polity, as they often muſt ; 
and that oppreſſion of the minority will extend to 
far greater numbers, and will be carried on with 
much greater fury, than can almoſt ever be appre- 
hended. from the dominion of a ſingle ſceptre, In 
fuch a popular perſecution, individual-ſufferers are 
in a much more deplorable condition than in any 
other; Under a cruel prince they have the balmy 
compaſſion of mankind to aſſuage the ſmart of their 
wounds; they have the plaudits of the people to 
animate their generous conſtancy under their ſuffer- 
ings : but thoſe who are ſubjected to wrong under 
multitudes, are deprived of all external conſola- 


. When 1 wrote this I quoted from memory, after many 
years had elapſed from my reading the ee A learned 
e- found it, and it is as'follows s: , 
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The ethical character is a ſham aaa 
over the better claſs of citizens; and decrees are in the one, 
© what ordinances and arrets are in the other: the demagogue 
« too, and the court favourite, are not 1 11 the ſame 

identical men, and always bear a cloſe anal and theſe 
have the principal power, each in their reſpełtive forms of 
government, favourites with the abſolute monarch; and de- 
magogues with a people ſuch as I n Ariſt, 
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non. They ſeem deſerted by tnankind'; over- 
powered by 4 conſpiracy oF ticif Whole ſpecies 
But adtnitting democracy not to have that ine vi- 
table tendency to party tyranny, which I ſuppoſe ĩt 
to have, and admitting it to poſſeſs as much good 
in it when unmixed, as J am ſure it poſſeſſes when 


on ĩts part, contain noth ĩingat all to recommend ĩt? 
do not often quote Bolingbroke, nor have his 
works in general, left any permanent impreſſion on 
my mind. He is a preſumptuous and a ſuperficial 
writer. But he has one obſervation, which in my 
opinion, is not ithout depth and ſolidity. He ſays, 
that he prefers a monatchy to other governments; 
becauſe you can better ingraft any deſcriprion of 


republic on a monarchy than any thing of mo- 
narchy upon the republicun forms. I think him 


perfectly in the right. The fact is ſo hiſtorically; 
and it agrees well with the ſpeculationg. 
I know how eafy a.topic' it is to dwell on the 
faults of departed greatneſs. By a revolution in 
the ſtate, the fawning ſycophant of - yeſterday, is 
converted into the auſtere critic of the preſent 
hour. But ſteady independant" minds, when they 
have an object of ſo ſeripus a concern to man- 
kind as government, under their contemplation, 
will diſdain to aſſume the part of ſatiriſts and 
declaimers. They will judge of human inſtitu- 
tions as they do of human characters. They will 
ſort out the good from the evil, which is mixed 
in mortal inſtitutions as it is in mortal men. 
' Yourgovernmentin France, though uſually, and 
I think juſtly, reputed the beſt of the unqualified 


componnded with other forms; does 'monarchy, 
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or ilL-qualifiedmonarchics, was ſtill full of abuſes. 
Theſe abuſes accumulated in a length of time, as 
they muſt accumulate in every monarchy not vader 
the conſtant inſpection of a popular repreſentative, 
I am no ſtranger to the faults and defects of the 
ſubverted government of France; and I think [ 
am not inclined by nature or policy to make a pa- 
negyric upon any thing which is a Juſt and.natural 
object of cenſure, But the queſtion is not now of 
the vices of that monarchy, but of its exiſtence. 
Is it then true, that the French government was ſuch 
as to be incapable or undeſerving of refarm; ſo that 
it was of abſolute neceſſity the whole fabric ſhould 
be at once pulled down, and the area cleared for 
the erection of a theoretic. experimental , edifice 
in its place? All France was of a different, opi- 
nion in the beginning of the year 1789. The 1 in- 
ſtructions to the repreſentatives to the ſtates· gene- 
ral, from every diſtrict in that kingdom, were filled 
with projects for the reformation of that goyern- 
ment, without the remoteſt ſuggeſtion, of a deſign 
to deſtroy i it. Had ſuch a deſign been. then even 
inſinuated, I believe chere wauld have been butone 
voice, and that voice far rejecting it with ſcornand 
horror. Men have been ſometimes led by degrees, 
ſometimes hurried into things, the whole of which, 
if they could have ſeen together, they never would 
have permitted the moſt remote approach. When 
thoſe inſtructions were given, there was no queſ- 
tion but that abuſes exiſted, and that they de- 
manded a reſorm; nor is there now. In the in- 
.tcrval between the inſtructions and the revolution, 
things changed their ſhape ; and in conſequence 
of that change, the true queſtion at preſent is, 
Whether 


3 ig ) 
Whether thoſe who woutd: have'reformed;/ * 
thoſe who have deſtroyed, are in the right? 
To hear ſome men ſpeak of —. aatty 
of France, you would imagine that they were talk - 
ing of Perſia bleeding under the ferocious ſword of 
Tæhmas Kouli Khan; or at leaſt deſcribing · the 
barbarovs anarchic deſpotiſm of Turkey; where 
the fineft countries in the moſt geniabclimates-in 
the world are waſted by peace more than any 
countries have been worried by war; where arts are 
unknown, where manufactures languiſh, where ſci- 
ence is extinguiſhed, where agriculture decays, 
' wherethe human race itſelf melts away and periſh- 
es under the eye of the obſerver.” Was this the 
caſe of France? I have no way of determining the 
queſtion but by a reference to facts. Facts do not 
ſupport this reſemblance. Along with much evil, 
there is ſome good in monarchy itſelf; and ſome 
corrective to its evil, from religion, from laws, 
from manners, from opinions, the French mo- 
narchy muſt have received; which” rendered it 
(though by no means a free, and therefore by no 
means a good conſtitution) a down army wwe * 
appearance than in reality. :7 DUE 92% 
Among the ſtandards upon which the effects of 
government on any country are to be eſtimated, 
I muſt conſider the ſtate of its population as not 
the leaſt certain. No country in which population 
flouriſhes, and is in progreflive improvement, can 
be under a very miſchievous government: About 
ſixty years ago, the Intendants of the generalities 
of France made, with other matters, a report 
of the population of their ſeveral diſtricts. I have 


not 
1 


160) 
not the books, Which are very voluminous, by me, 
nor do Lx now. here to. procure them (I am, oh 
liged to ſpeak, by memory, ang therefore the leſs 
poſitively) but I think, the, population of France 
was by them, even at that period, eſtimated at 
twenty-two millions of ſouls. At the end of the 
laſt century it had been generally calculated - 
at eighteen. On either of theſe eſtimations F France 


wWuas not ill-peopled. Mr. Necker, who is an au- 


chotity for his own time at leaſt equal to the In- 
tendants for theirs, reckons, and upon apparently 
ſure principles, the people of France, in the year. , 
1780, at twenty-four millions ſix hundred and 
ſeventy. thouſand. But was this the prohable 


ultimate term under the old eſtabliſhment ? Dr. 


Price 4s of opinion, that the growth of population 
in France was by no means at its armẽ in that year. 
I certainly defer to Dr. Price's authority a good 
deal more in theſe ſpeculations, than I do in his 
general politics. This gentleman, taking ground 
on Mr. Neeker's data, is very confident, that ſince 
the period of that miniſter's calculation, the 
French population has encreaſed rapidly; ſo ra- 
pidly that in the year 1789 he will not conſent 
to rate the pedple of that kingdom at à lower 
number than thirty millions. After abating much 
(and much I thipk ought to be abated) from 


the ſanguine caleulation of Dr. Price, I have no 


doubt that the population of France did encreaſe 
conſiderably during this later period: but ſuppoſ- 
ing that it encreaſed to nothing more than will be 


ſufficient to compleat the 24,670,000 to. 25 mil- N 


* Gull a Population of 25 millions, -and that 
in 
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in an i then progreſs,” on 2 ſpace of about 
run thouſand ſquare leagues; ĩs immenſe. 
It is, for' inſtarice, a good deal more” than the 

ionable population of r this ifland; or even 
than that of England, the eagles par! of” 
the united kingdom. 

It is not. vaiverſally true, that France 1 a fertite 
country: Conſiderable tracts of it are Darren, 
and labour vnder other natural diſadvantages.” In 
the portions of that territory, where thingy are 
more favourable, as far as I am able to diſcover, 
the numbers of the people correſpond to the indul- 
gence of nature. The Generality of Liſle (this 
I admit; ig the ſtrongeſt example) upon an extent 
of 404 L leagues, about ten years ago, contained 
734,600 fouls, which is 1772 inhabitants to eack 
ſquare league. T he middle term for the reſt df 
France is about 900 — nb to the ans a : 
meaſurement. 5 

Ido not attribute this 8 to chedepolid-” 
government; becauſe I do not like to ompli- 
ment the contrivances of men, with what is due 
in-a great degee to the bounty of Providence. 
But that decried government could not have 
obſtructed, moſt probably it favoured, the opera- 
lion of thoſe cauſes (whatever they were) whether 
of nature in the ſoil; or in habits of induſtry 
among the people, which has produced ſo large 8 
number ofthe ſpecies throughout that hole king» | 
dom, and exhibited in ſome particular places ſueh 
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prodigies of population. I never will ſuppoſe that 
fabrick of a ſtate to be the worſt of all political 


inſtitutions, which, by experience, is found to con- 


tain a principle favourable (however latent it —_ 


be) to the encreaſe of mankind, 


The wealth of a- country is another, and, o 
contemptible ſtandard, by which we may judge 


whether, on the whole, a government be pro- 


refting or deſtructive. France far exceeds Eng- 
land in the multitude of her people z but ap- 
prehend that her comparative wealth is much in- 


ferior to ours; that it is not ſo equal in the diſ- 
tribution, nor ſo ready in the circulation. I be- 
lieve the difference in the form of the tWo govern- 


ments to be amongſt the cauſes of this advantage 


on the ſide of England. I ſpeak of England, not 


of the whole Britiſh dominions; which, if compared 


with thoſe of France, will, in fome degree, weaken 
the comparative rate of wealth upon our ſide. But 
that wealth, which will not endure a compariſon with 
the riches of England, may conſtitute a very re- 
ſpectable degree of opulence. Mr. Necker's book 
publiſhed in 1785 *, contains an accurate and in- 
tereſting collection of facts relative to publie ceco- 
nomy and to political arithmetic; and his ſpecu- 


lations on the ſubject are general wiſe and liberal. 
In that work he gives an idea of the ſtate of 
France, very remote from the portrait of a coun- 
try whoſe government was a perfect grievance, an 
abſolute evil, admitting no cure but through the 
violent and uncertain remedy of a total revolution. 


De I Adminiſtration des Finances 4 la France," par 


M. Necker. 
He 
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He uffirris, that from” the year 1726 to the yer 
1784, there was eoined at the mint of France, in 
the ſpecies of gold and ſilver, to the amount of 
about one hundred millions of pounds fterling *. 

It is impoſſible that Mr. Necker ſnould be mi 
taken in the amount of the bullion which has been 
coined in the mint. It is a matter of official record. 
The reaſonings of this able financier, concerning 
the quantity of gold and ſilver which remained for 
circulation; wen he wrote in 1785, that is about 
four years before the depoſition and impriſonment 
of the French King, are not of equal certainty ; 
but they are laid on grounds ſo apparently ſolid, 
that it is not eaſy to refuſe a conſiderable de- 
gree of aſſent to his calculation. He calculates 
the numeraire, or what we call //pecie, then actually 
exiſting in France, at about eighty- eight millions 
of the fame Engliſn money. A great accumula- 
tion of wealth for one country, large as that coun- 
try is! Mr. Necker was ſo far from conſidering 
this influx of wealth as likely to ceaſe, when' he 
wrote in 1785, that he preſumes upon a future 
annual increaſe of two per cent. upon the money 
brought into France' during the periods from which 
he computed. | 

Some adequate cauſe muſt have originally i in- 
troduced all the money coined at its mint into 
that kingdom; and ſome cauſe as operative muſt 
have kept at home, or returned into its boſom, 
ſuch a vaſt flood of treaſure as Mr. Necker vale" 


„ 


- 
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I lates to remain for domeſtic circulation. Suppoſe 
r any reaſonable deductions from M. Necker's 8 com- 

251 4 
6 * Vol. iii. chap. 8. and chap. 9. 
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putation; the remainder muſt ſtill amount to an 

immenſe ſum. Cauſes thus powerful to acquire 

and to retain, cannot be found. in diſcouraged 

induſtry, inſecure property, and a poſitively de- 

ſtructiye government, Indeed, when I; conſider 

the face of the kingdom of France; the. multitude 

and opulence of her cities; the uſeful magnifi, 

ence of her ſpacious high roads and bridges; 

the opportunity of her artificial canals and. navigar 

tions opening the conveniences of maritimg com- 
munication. through a ſolid continent of ſo; im; 
menſe an extent; when I turn my eyes to the ſtupen- 
dous works of her ports and harbours, ang to her 
whole naval apparatus, whether for war .or trade; 
when I bring before my view the number, of her 
fortifications, conſtructed with ſo bold and maſter- 
ly a fkjll, and made and maintained at, fo prodi- 
gious a charge, preſenting, an armed, front and 
impenetrable barrier to her enemies upon every 
ſide; when I recolle& how very ſmall a part of 
that extenſive region is without cultivation, and 
to what complete perfection the culture of many 
of the beſt productions of the earth have been 
brought in France; when I reflect on the excel - 
lence of her A ans, and fabrics, ſecond 
to none but ours, and in ſome particulars not 
ſecond ; when I contemplate the grand founda- 
tions of charity, public and private; when, I ſur- 
vey the ſtate of all the arts that beautify. and 
poliſh life ; when I reckon the men ſhe has bred 
for extending her fame in war, her able ſtateſmen, 
the multitude of her profound lawyers and theo- 
logians, her philoſophers, her critics, her hiſto- 


rians and antiquaries, her poets, and her orators 
1 ſacred 
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fired and profane, 1 behold it all" this fore 
thing which awes and commands the imagination, 
which checks the mind on the britik" of precipi- 


tate and indiſcriminate cenſure, and which de- 


mands, that we ſhould very ſerioully examine, what 


and how great are the latent vices that could autho- 
riſe us at once to level ſo ſpecious 4 fabric with 
the ground. I do not recognize, in this view of 
things, the deſpotiſm of Turkey. Nor do I diſcern 
che character of a government that has been, on the 
whole, ſo oppreſſive, or ſo corrupt, or ſo negligent, 
as to be utterly unfit for all reformation. I muſt think 
fuch'a government well deſerved to haye its excel- 
lencies heightened ; its faults corrected; and its ca- 
pacities improved into a Britiſh conſtitution. 
Whoever has examined into the proceedings of 
that depoſed government for ſeveral years back, 
cannot fail to have obſerved, amidſt the incon- 
ſtancy and fluctuation natural to courts, an earneſt 
endeavour towards the proſperty and improve- 
ment of the country; he muſt admit, that it had 
long been employed, in ſome inſtances, wholly to 
remove, in many conſiderably to correct, the abu- 
five practices and uſages that had prevailed i in the 
ſtate; and that even. the unlimited power of the 
ſovereign over the perſons of his ſubjects, incon- 
ſiſtent, as undoubtedly it was, with Jaw and liber- 
ty, had yet been every day growing more miti- 
gated in the exerciſe. So far from refuſing itſelf 
to reformation, that government was open, with a 
cenſurable degree of facility, to all forts of projects 
and projectors on the ſubject. Rather too much 
czuntenance was given to the ſpirit of 1 innovation, 
O 2 which 


(. 196 * 
which ſoon was turned againſt, thoſe who foftered 
it, and ended i in their ruin. It is but cold, and no 
very flattering juſtice to that fallen monarchy, to 
ſay, that, for many years, it trelpaſſed more by 
levity and want of judgment in ſeveral of its 
ſchemes, than from any defect in diligence or in 
public ſpirit. To compare the government of 
France for the laſt fiftren or ſixteen years with 
viſe and well- conſtituted eſtabliſhments,. during 
that, or during any period, is not to act with fair- 
neſs. But if in point of profligality | in the expen- 
diture of money, or in point of rigour in the 
exerciſe of power, it be compared with any of the 
former reigns, I believe candid judges will give 
little credit to the good intentions of thoſe who 
dwell perpetually on the donations to favourites, or 
on the expences of the court, or on the horrors of 
the Baſtile in the reign of Louis the XVIch. of 
Whether the ſyſtem, if it deſerves ſuch a name, 

now built on the ruins of that antient monarchy, 
will be able to give a better account of the popu- 
lation and wealth of the country, which. it has taken 
under its care, is a matter very doubtful. Inſtead 
of improving by the change, I apprehend . that 
a long ſeries of years mult be told before it can re- 
cover in any degree the effects of this philoſophic 
revolution, and before the nation can be replaced 
on its former footing. If Dr. Price ſhould think fit, 
a few years hence, to favour us with an eſtimate 
of the population of France, he will hardly be able 
to make up his tale of thirty millions of ſouls, as 
computed in 1789, or the aſſembly's computa- 
tion of twenty-ſix millions of that year; or even 
6 Mr. Necker à 
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Mr. Necke r's "twenty Ave millions in 1780. 1 
' heat that there are conſiderable emigrations from 


France; and that many quitting that voluptuous 


climate, and that ſeductive Cen berty, have 
taken refuge in the frozen regions, Per] nn ow 
Britiſh deſpotiſm, of Canada. ; 

In the preſent diſappearance of coin, no per- 
ſon could think it the ſame country, in which 
the preſent miniſter of the finances has been able 
to difcover fourſcore millions ſterling in ſpecie. 
From its general aſpect one would conclude that 
it had been for ſome time paſt under the ſpecia 
direction of the learned academicians of Laputa 
and Balnibarbi “. Already the population of Paris 
has ſo declined, that Mr. Necker ſtated to the na- 
tional aſſembly the proviſion to be made for its 
ſubſiſtence at a fifth leſs than what had formerly 
been found requiſite. It is ſaid (and I have never 
heard it contradicted) that an hundred thouſand 
people are out of employment in that city, though 
it is become the ſear of the impriſoned court and 
national aſſembly. Nothing, I am credibly inform- 


ed, can exceed the ſhocking and diſguſting ſpecta- 
cle of mendicancy diſplayed in that capital. Indeed, 


the votes of the national aſſembly leave no doubt 


of the fact. They have lately appointed a ſtanding 


committee of mendicancy. They are contriving 
at once a 'vigorons police on this ſubject, and, 


for the firſt time, the impoſition of a tax to main- 


tain the poor, for whofe preſent relief great ſums 
appear on the face of the public accounts of the 


* See Gulliver's Travels for the idea of countries governed 


; by philoſophers. 
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year. In the mean time, che leaders of the 
legiſlative clubs and coffee-houſes are intoxicated 
with admiration at their own wiſdom and ability. 
They ſpeak with the moſt fovereign contempt. of 
the reſt of the world. They tell the people, to com · 
fort them in the rags with which they have cloath- 
ed them, that they are a nation of philoſophers ; 
and, ſometimes, by all the arts of quackiſh parade, 
by ſhew, tumult, and buſtle, ſometimes by the 
alarms of plots and invaſions, they attempt | to 
- drown the cries of indigence, and to divert the eyes 
of the obſerver from the ruin and wretchedneſs of 
the ſtate. A brave people will certainly prefer li- 
berty, accompanied with a virtuous poverty, to a 
depraved and wealthy ſervitude. But before the 
price of comfort and opulence is paid, one ought 
to be pretty ſure, it is real liberty which is pur- 
chaſed, and that ſhe is to be purchaſed at no 
other price, I ſhall always, however, conſider. that 
liberty as very equivocal-in her appearance, which 
has not wiſdom and juſtice for her companions ; and 
dhes not tend profperity: Pt in her train, 


* Travaux de charits pour ſubvenir au ; | 
manque de travail à Paris et dans les Liv. tees 8'& 


provinces — 2866,51 Sts 161,121 13 4 
Deſtruction de je vagabondage et de e ta men- 


dicits = — 1,671,417, — i v 
Primes r . — 5,671,%% — 246,729 9 2 
Liv. 21,210,244 86 467,094 10 6 
As I am not quite ſatisfied with the na- | 
ture and extent of the annexed article in | 9 | 
the public accounts, I do not inſert it in 
above reference; but if it be underſtood o 
the purchaſe of provifian for the pdor, it is 
immenſe indeed, and ſwells the total to a 
formidable bulk. 
Depenſes relatives aux ſubſiſtances, dedue - 
uon falt des recouvremens qui ont eu lieu 39,871, 790 war 1,667,324 119 


Total — Lir. 51,082,034 Sts 212,18 13 
The 


* n OO 


> Sa. 


Cf ty ) 


The advocates for this revolution not ſatisfied 
with exaggerating! the vices of their antient go - 
vernenent, ſtrike at the fame of their country 
itſelf, by painting almoſt all that could have at- 
tracted the attention of ſtrangers, I mean their 
nobiliry and their clergy, as objects of horror. 
If this were only a libel, there had not been much 
in it. But it has practical conſequences. Had 
your nobility and gentry, who formed the great 
body of your landed men, and the whole of your 
military officers, 'reſembled thoſe of Germany, at 
the period when the Hanſe-towns were neceſſitated 
to confederate' againſt” the nobles: in defence of 
their property—had they been like the Oꝝſini and 
Vitel!i in Italy, who uſed to ſally from their fortified 
dens to rob the trader and traveller had they 
been fuch as the Mamalutes in Egypt, or the 
Nayres on the coaſt of Malabar, I do admit, that 
too critical an enquiry might not be adviſeable into 
the means of freeing the world from ſuch a nuiſance. 
The ſtatues of Equity and Mercy might be veiled 
for a moment. The tendereſt minds; confounded 
with the dreadful exigence in which morality ſub- 
mits to the ſuſpenſion of its own rules in favour of 
its own principles, might turn aſide whilſt fraud 
and violence were accompliſhing the deſtruction 
of a pretended nobility which diſgraced whilſt it 
perſecuted human nature. The perſons moſt ab- 
horrent from blood, and treaſon, and arbitrary con- 
fiſcation, might remain ſilent ſpectators of this civil 
war between the vices. | 
But did the privileged nobility who met under | 


the king precept at Verſailles, in 1789, or their 
w 4 conſtituents, 
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conſtituents, deſerve to be looked on as the Nayres 
or Mamalukes.of this age, or as the Orfini and Vitelli 
of ancient times ? If I had then aſked the queſtion, 
I ſhould have paſſed for a madman. What have they 
ſince done that they were to be driven into exile, that 
their perſons ſnould be hunted about, mangled, and 
tortured, their families diſperſed, their houſes laid in 
aſhes, that their order ſhould: be aboliſhed; and the 
memory of it, if poſſible, extinguiſned, by ordain- 
ing them to change the very names by which they 
were uſually known ? Read their inſtructions to 
their repreſentativM They breathe the ſpirit of 
liberty as warmly, and they recommend reforma- 
tion as ſtrongly, as any other order. Their privileges 
relative to contribution were voluntarily ſurrender- 
ed; as the king, from the beginning, ſurrendered 
all pretence to a right of taxation. Upon a free 
conſtitution there was but one opinion in France. 
The abſolute monarchy was at an end. It breathed 
its laſt; without a groan, without ſtruggle, without 
convulſion. All the ſtruggle, all the diſſenſion 
aroſe afterwards upon the preference of a deſpotic 
democracy to a government of reciprocal controul. 
The triumph of the victorious party was over the 
principles of a Britiſn conſtitution, 

I have obferved the affectation, which, for many 
years paſt, has prevailed in Paris even to a de- 
gree perfectly childiſh, of idolizing the memory 
of your Henry the Fourth. If any thing could 
put one out of humour with that ornament to the 
kingly character, it would be this overdone ſtyle of 
inſidious panegyric. The perſons who have work- 
ed this engine the moſt * „ are thoſe who have 

ended 
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ended their panegyrics in dethroning his ſucceſſor 
and deſcendant; a man, as good - natured at the leaſt, 


as Henry the Fourth; altogether as fond of his peo- 
ple; and who has done infinitely more to correct 
the antient vices of the ſtate than that great monarch 
did, or we are ſure he ever meant to do. Well 
it is for his panegyriſts that they have not him to 
deal with. For Henry of Navarre was a reſolute, 
active, and politic prince. He poſſeſſed indeed 
great humanity and mildneſs; but an humanity 
and mildneſs that never ſtood in the way of his in- 
tereſts. He never ſought to be loved without put- 
ting himſelf firſt in a condition to be feared. He 
uſed ſoft language with determined conduct. He 
aſſerted and maintained his authority in the groſs, 
and diſtributed his acts of conceſſion only in the 
detail. He ſpent the income of his prerogatives 
nobly; but he took care not to break in upon the 
capital; never abandoning for a moment any of the 
claims, which he made under the fundamental laws, 
nor ſparing to ſhed the blood of thoſe who oppoſed 
him, often in the field, ſometimes upon the ſcaffold. 
Becauſe he knew how to make his virtues reſpected 
by the ungrateful, he has merited the praiſes of 
thoſe whom, if they had lived in his time, he would 


baye ſhut up in the Baſtile, and brought to puniſh- 


ment along with the regicides whom he hanged 
after he had famiſhed Paris into a ſurrender. 

If theſe panegyriſts are in earneſt in their admi- 
ration of Henry the Fourth, they muſt remember, 
that they cannot think more highly of him, than he 
did of the nobleſſe of France; whoſe virtue, honour, 
N patriotiſm, and loyalty were his conſtant 


But 
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But thei nobility of Franoe are degenerated ſince: 
the days of Henrythr Fourth. This is poſſible. 
But it is more than I cam believe to be true in any 
great degree. 1' do not pretend to know France 

as correctly as fſome others; but I have endeavour. 
ed through my whole” life to make myſelf ac- 
quainted with human nature; otherwiſe: I ſhould 
be unfit to talce even my humble part in the ſervice 
of mankind. In that ſtudy F could not paſs by a 
vaſt portion of our nature, as it appeared modified 
in a country but twenty-four miles from the ſhore 
of this iſland,” On my beſt obſervation, compared 
with my beſt enquiries, I found your nobility for the 
greater part compoſed of men of an high fpirit, and 
of a delicate ſenſe of honour, both with regard to 
themſelves individually, and with regard to their 
whole corps, over whom they kept, beyond what is 
common in other countries, a cenſorial eye. They 
were tolerably well-bred; very officious, humane, 
and hoſpitable; in their converſation: frank and 
open; with a good military tone; and reaſonably 
tinctuted with literature, particularly of the authors 
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in their own language. Many had pretenſions far c 
above this deferipiond | S 1 385 of thoſe who were 5 
generally met with. el 
As to their l to che inſerin#? 3 W 
they appeared to me to comport themſelves to- re 
wards them with good- nature, and with ſomething th 
more nearly approaching to familiarity, than is ge- w. 
nerally practiſed with us in the intercourſe between nc 
the higher and lower ranks of life. To ſtrike any ci 
perſon, even in the moſt abje& condition, was a its 
thing in a manner unknown, and would be highly 
diſgraceful. Inſtances of other il treatment of no 
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the humble part of the community were rare: and 
as to attacks made upon the property or the per 
ſonal liberty of the commons, I never heard of any 
whatſoever from them; nor, whilſt the laws were 
in vigour under the antient government, would 
ſuch tyranny in ſubjects have been permitted. As 
men of landed eſtates, I had no fault to find 
with their conduct, though much to reprebend, and 
much to wiſh changed, in many of the old tenures. 
Where the letting of their land was by rent, I 
could not diſcover that their agreements with their 
farmers were oppreſſive; nor when they were in 
partnerſhip with the farmer, as often was the caſe, 
have I heard that they had taken the lion's: ſnare. 
The proportions ſeemed not inequitahle. There 
might be exceptions ; but certainly they were ex- 
ceptions only. I have no reaſon to believe that 
in theſe reſpects the landed nobleſſe of France were 
worſe than the landed gentry of this country; cer- 
tainly in no reſpect more vexatious than the land- 
holders, not noble, of their own nation. Ja cities 
the nobility had no manner of power; in the 


country very little. Tou know, Sir, that — 


of the civil government, and the police in the moſt 
eſſential parts, was not in the hands of that nobility 
which preſents itſelf firſt to our conſideration, The 
revenue, the ſyſtem and collection of which were 
the moſt grievous parts of the French government, 
was not adminiſtered by the men of the ſword ; . 
nor were they. anſwerable for the vices of its prin- 
cipfle, or the vexations, where any ſuch exilted, in 
its management. 7 5 
Denying, as I am well amid 0 4s, thar the: 
nobility had any conſiderable ſhare in the ar 
on 
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Hon of the people, 1 in caſes in which real "oppreſſis jon 
exiſted, I amn ready to admit that they were not 
without conſiderable faults and errors. A fooliſh 
imitation of the worſt part of the manners of Eng- 
land, which impaired their natural character with- 
out ſubſtituting in its place what perhaps they 
meant, has certainly rendered them worſe than 
formerly they were. Habitual diſſoluteneſs of man- 


ners continued beyond the pardonable period of 
life, was more common amongſt them than it is with 


us; and it reigned with the leſs hope of remedy, 


though poſſibly with ſomething of leſs miſchief, by 
being covered with more exterior decorum. They 
countenanced too much that licentious philoſophy 
which has helped to bring on their ruin. There was 
another error amongſt them more fatal. Thoſe of 
the commons, who approached to or exceeded 
many of the nobility in point of wealth, were not 
fully admitted ro the rank and eſtimation which 
wealth, in reaſon and good policy, ought to beſtow 
in every country; though 1 think not equally with 
that of other nobility. The two kinds of ariftocra- 
ey were too punctiliouſly kept aſunder ; lefs ſo, how- 
ever, than in Germany and ſome other nations. 
This ſeparation, as I have already taken the liberty 
of ſuggeſting to you, I conceive to be one principal 
cauſcof the deſtruction of the old nobility. The mi- 


litary, particularly, was too excluſively reſerved for 
men of family. But after all, this was an error of opi- 
nion, which a conflicting opinion would have recti- 
"Hed. A permanent aſſe mbly, in which the commons 
had their ſhare of power, would ſoon aboliſh what- 
ever was too invidious and inſulting in theſe diſtinc- 
tions ; z and even the faults in the morals of the no- 


bility 
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bility would have been probably corrected by the 
greater varieties of occupation and purſuit to which 
a conſtitution by orders would have given riſe. 
All this violent cry againſt the nobility I take 
to be a mere work of art. To be honoured and 


eyen privileged by the laws, opinions, and in- 


veterate uſages of our country, growing out of the 
prejudice of ages, has nothing to provoke horror 
and indignation in any man. Even to be too te- 
nacious of thofe privileges, is not abſolutely a crime. 
The ſtrong ſtruggle in every ind vidual to preſerve 
poſſeſſion of what he has found to belong. to him 
and to diſtinguiſh him, is one of the ſecurities 
againſt injuſtice and deſpotiſm implanted in our 
nature. It operates as an inſtinct to ſecure pro- 
perty, and to preſerve communities in a ſettled 
ſtate. What is there to ſnock in this? Nobility is 
a graceful ornament to the civil order. It is the 
Corinthian capital of poliſhed ſociety... Omnes boni 
nobilitati ſemper favemus, was the ſaying of a wiſe 
and good man. It is indeed one ſign of a liberal and 
benevolent mind to incline to it wich ſome ſort 
of partial propenſity. He feels no ennobling prin- 
ciple in his own heart who wiſhes to level all the 
artificial inſtitutions which have been adopted for 

giving a body to opinion, and permanence to 
fugitive eſteem. It is a ſour, malignant, envious 
diſpoſition, without taſte for the reality or far any 
image or repreſentation of virtue, that ſees with 
Joy the unmerited fall of what had long flouriſhed 
in ſplendour and in honour. I do not like to ſee 
any thing deſtroyed; any void produced in ſociety ; 
any ruin on the face of the land. It was therefore 


with no diſappointment or diſſatisfaction that my 


enquiries 
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enquiries and obſervation did not preſent to me any 
incorrigihle vices in the nobleſſe of France, or any 
abuſe which could not be removed by a reform very 
Mort of abolition. Your nobleſſe did not deſerve 


puniſhment ; but to degrade is to puniſh. 


It was with the ſame ſatisfaftion I found that the 


reſult of my enquiry concerning your clergy was 
not diſſimilar. It is no ſoothing news to my ears; 
that great bodies of men are incurably corrupt. Tt 
is not with much credulity I liſten to any, when 
they ſpeak evil of thoſe whom they are going to 
plunder. I rather ſuſpect that vices are feigned or 
exaggerated, when profit is looked for in their pu- 
niſnment. An enemy is a bad witneſs: a robber 
is a worſe. Vices and abuſes there were undoubt- 
edly in that order, and muſt be. It was an old 
eſtabliſhment, and not frequently reviſed. But I 
ſaw no crimes in the individuals that merited 
confiſcation of their ſubſtance, nor thoſe cruel in- 
ſults and degradations, and that unnatural perſecu- 
tion which have been ſubſtituted in the place of 
meliorating regulation. 

If there had been any juſt cauſe for this new re- 
ligious perſecution, the atheiſtic libellers, who act 
as trumpeters to animate the populace to plunder, 
do not love any body ſo much as not to dwell with 
complacence on the vices of the exiſting clergy. 
This they have not done. They find themſelves 
obliged to rake into the hiſtories of former ages 
(which they have ranſacked with a malignant and 


profligate induſtry) for every inſtance of oppreſſion 


and perſecution which has been made by that body 
or in its favour, in order to juſtify, upon very ini- 
quitous, becauſe very illogical principles of retalia- 

tion, 


( 29) | 
tion, their own perſecutions; [and-their-own'erget< 
ties. After: deſtroying all other genealogies and 
family diſtinctions, they invent à fort of pedigrer 
of crimes. It is not very juſt to chaſtiſe men for 
the offences of their natural anceſtors; but to take 
the fiction of anceſtry in a corporate ſuceeſſion, as 
2 ground for puniſhing men who have no relation 
to guilty acts, except in names and general deſcrip- 
tions, is a ſort of refinement in injuſtice belonging 
to the philoſophy of this enlightened age. The aſs 
ſembly puniſhes men, many, if not moſt, af whom 
abhor the violent conduct of eccleſiaſtics in former 
times as much as their preſent perſecutors can do, and 
who would be as loud and as ſtrong in the expreſſion 
of that ſenſe, if they were not well aware of the pur 
poſes for which all this declamation is employed. 
Corporate bodies are immortal for the good of 
the members, but not for their puniſhment. Nations 
themſelves are ſuch Corporations. As well might we - 
in England think of waging inexpiable war upon all 
Frenchmen for the evils which they have brought 
upon us in the ſeveral periods of our mutual hoſti- 
lities. You might, on your part, think yourſelves 
juſtified in falling upon all Engliſnmen on ac- 
count of the unparalleled calamities brought upon 
the people of France by the unjuſt invaſions of our 
Henries and our Edwards. Indeed we ſhould be 
mutually juſtified in this exterminatory war upon 
each other, full as much as you are in the unpta- 
voked perſecution of your preſent countrymen, on 
account of the conduct of men of the my NAME. 
in other times, k 
We do not draw the — leſſons. we might 
from hiſtory, On the contrary, without care it 
may 
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may be uſed to vitiate our minds and to deſtroy” 
our happineſs. In hiſtory a great volume is un- 


rolled for our inſtruction, drawing the materials of 


future wiſdom from the paſt errors and infirmities 


of mankind. It may, in the perverſion, ſerve for 


a magazine, furniſhing offenſive and defenſive 


weapons for parties in church and ſtate, and ſup- 


plying the means of keeping alive, or reviving 
diſſenſions and animoſities, and adding fuel to 
civil fury. Hiſtory conſiſts, for the greater part, 
of the miſeries brought upon the world by pride, 
ambition, avarice, revenge, luſt, ſedition, hypocriſy, 
ungoverned zeal, and all the train of diſorderly ap- 
petities, which ſhake the public with the ſame 


“ troublous ſtorms that toſs 
4 The private ſtate, and render life unſweet.“ 


Theſe vices are the cau/es of thoſe ſtorms, Re- 


ligion, morals, laws, prerogatives, privileges, liber- 
ties, rights of men, are the pretexis. The pretexts 
are always found in ſome ſpecious appearance of a 
real good. You would not ſecure men from ty- 
ranny and ſedition, by rooting out of the mind the 
principles to which theſe fraudulent pretexts 

apply? If you did, you would root out every 
thing that is valuable in the human breaſt. As 
theſe. are the pretests, ſo the ordinary actors and 
inſtruments in great public evils are kings, prieſts, 
magiſtrates, ſenates, parliaments, national aſſem- 
blies, judges, and captains. Tou would not cure 
the evil by reſolving, that there ſhould be no 


more monarchs, nor miniſters of ſtate, nor of 


the goſpel ; no interpreters of law; no general 
officers ; no public councils. You might change 


( 29). : 


the names. The things in ſome ſhape Gs ne” 
A certain quantum of power muſt always exilt in 
the community, in ſome hands, and under ſome 
appellation. Wiſe men will apply their remedies _ 
to vices, not to names; to the cauſes of evil 
which are permanent, nar to the occaſional organs 
by which they act, and the tranſitory modes in 
which they appear. Otherwiſe you will be wiſe 
hiſtorically, a fool in practice. Seldom have two 
ages the ſame faſhion in their pretexts and the 
ſame modes of miſchief. Wickedneſs is a little 
more inventive. Whilſt you are diſcuſſing faſhion, _ 
the faſhion is gone by. The very ſame vice aſ- 
ſumes a new body. The ſpirit tranſmigrates ; and, 


far from loſing its principle of life by the change of 
its appearance, it is renovated in its new organs 


with the freſh vigour of a juvenile activity. Je 
walks abroad; it continues its ravages z whilſt you 
are gibbeting the carcaſs, or demoliſhing the tomb. 
You are terrifying yourſelf with ghoſts and appa- 
ritions, whilſt your houſe is the haunt of robbers: . 
It is thus with all thoſe, who, attending. only to the 
ſhell and huſk of hiſtory, think they are waging war 
vith intolerance, pride, and cruelty, whilſt, under co« 
lourof abhorring the ill principles of antiquared par- 
ties, they are authorizingand feeding a ochun 
vices in different factions, and perhaps in worſe. 
Your citizens of Paris formerly had lent — 
ſelves as the ready inſtruments to ſlaughter the fol- 
lowers of Calvin, at the infamous maſſacreof St. Bar- 
tbolome w. What ſhould we ſay to thoſe who could 
think of retaliating on the Pariſians of this day the 
Wominations and horrors of that time? They are 
1 indeed 
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indeed brought to abhor that maſſacre. Feracious 
as they are, it is not difficult to make them diflike 
it; becauſe, the politicians and faſhionable teachers 
have no intereſt in giving their paſſions exactly 
the ſame direction. Still however they find it 
their intereſt to keep the ſame ſavage diſpoſitions 
alive. It was but the other day that they cauſed this 
very maſſacre to be acted on the ſtage for the diver- 
fion of the deſcendants of thoſe who committed it. 
In this tragic farce they produced the cardinal of 
Lorraine in his robes of function, ordering general 
laughter. Was this ſpectaele intended to make 
the Pariſians abhor perſecution, and loath the effu- 
ſion of blood ꝰ No, it was to teach them to per- 
fecute their own paſtors; it was to excite them, by 
raiſing a diſguſt and horror of their clergy, to an 
alacrity in hunting down to deſtruction an order, 
which, if it ought to exiſt at all, ought to exiſt not 
only in ſafety, but in reverence. It was to ſtimu- 
late their cannibal appetites (which one would think 
had been gorged ſufficiently) by variety and ſeaſon- 
ing; and to quicken them to an alertneſs in new 
murders and maſſacres, if it ſnould ſuit the purpoſe 
of the Guiſes of the day. An aſſembly, in which ſat 
a multitude of prieſts and prelates, was obliged to 
ſuffer this indignity at its door. The author was 
not ſent to the gallies, nor the players to the houſe 
of correction. Not long after this exhibition, thoſe 
players came forward to the aſſembly to claim 
the rites of that very religion which they had 
dared to expoſe, and to ſhew their proſtituted 
faces in the ſenate, whilſt the archbiſhop of Paris, 
whoſe function was known to his people only + 
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kis prayers and benedictions, and his wealth only by 
his alms, is forced to abandon his houſe, and to 
fly from his flock (as from ravenous wolves) be- 
cauſe, truly, in the ſixteenth century, Wa 
of Lorraine was a rebel and a murderer. 

Such is the effect of the perverſion of- hiſtory; 
by thoſe, who, for the ſame nefarious purpoſes; 
have perverted every other part of learning. But 
thoſe who will ſtand upon that elevation of reaſon, 
which places centuries under our eye, and brings 
things to the true point of compariſan, which ob- 
ſcures little names, and effaces the colours of little 
parties, and to which nothing can aſcend but the 
ſpirit and moral quality of human actions, will ſay 
to the teachers of the Palais Royal, — the Cardinal 
of Lorraine was the murderer of the ſixteenth cen- 
wry, you have the glory of being the murderers in 
the eighteenth ; and this is the only difference be- 
tween you. But hiſtory, in the nineteenth mam 
better underſtood, and better employed, will, I 
truſt, teach a civilized ' poſterity to abhor the miſs 
deeds of both theſe barbarous ages. It will teach 
future prieſts and magiſtrates not to retaliate upon 
the ſpeculative and inactive atheiſts of future times, 
the enormities committed by the preſent practical 
zealots and furious fanatics of that wretched error, 
which, in. its quieſcent ſtate, is more than puniſhed 
whenever it is embraced. It will teach poſterity 
not to make war upon either religion or philoſo- 
phy, for the abuſe which the hypocrites of both 
have made of the two moſt valuable bleſſings con- 
ferred upon us by the bounty of the univerſal Pa- 
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tron, who | in all things eminent) favours and pro- 
tects the race of man. 

If your clergy, or any clergy, ſhould ſhew them- 
ſelves vicious beyond the fair bounds allowed to 
human infirmity, and to thoſe profeſſional faults 
which can hardly be ſeparated from profeſſional vir. 
tues, though their vices never can countenance the 
exerciſe of oppreſſion, I do admit, that they would 
naturally have the effect of abating very much 
of our indignation againſt the tyrants who exceed 
meaſure and juſtice in their puniſhment. I can al- 
low in clergymen, through all their diviſions, ſome 
tenaciouſneſs of their own opinion; ſome over- 
flowings of zeal for its propagation; ſome predi- 
lection to their own ſtate and office; ſome atrach- 
ment to the intereſt of their own corps; ſome 
preference to thoſe who liſten with docility to their 
doctrines, beyond thoſe who ſcorn and deride them. 
J allow all this, becauſe I am a man who have to 
g deal \ with men, and who would not; through a vio- 
lence of toleration, run into the greateſt of all in- 
tolerance, I muſt bear with infirmities until they 
feſter into crimes. 

a Undoubtedly, the natural progreſs of the paſ- 
lions, from frailty to vice, ought to be prevented 

dy 2 watchful eye and a firm hand. But is it true 
that the body of your clergy had paſt thoſe limirs of 
A a juſt, allowance? From the general ſtyle of your 
late publications of all ſorts, one would be led to 
believe that your clergy in France were a fort of 
- monſters ; an horrible compoſition of ſuperſtition, 
| Ignorance, 1 ſloth, fraud, avarice, and tyranny. But 
1 
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is this true? Is it true, chat the lapſe of time, the 
ceſſation of conflicting intereſts, the woful expe- 
rience of the evils reſulting from party rage, has 
had no ſort of influence gradually to meliorate 
their minds? ls it true, that they were daily re- 
newing invaſions on the civil power, troubling the 
domeſtic quiet of cheir country, and rendering 
the operations of its government feeble and preca- 
rious ? Is it true, that the clergy of our times have 
preſſed down the laity with an iron hand, and were, 
in all places, lighting up the fires of a ſavage 
perſecution? Did they by every fraud endeavour 


to encreaſe their eſtates? Did they ule to exceed 


the due demands on eftates thar were their own? 


Or, rigidly ſcrewing up right into wrong, did they 


convert a legal claim into a vexatious extortion ? 
When not poſſeſſed of power, were they filled 
with the vices of thoſe who envy it? Were they 


enflamed with a violent litigious ſpirit of contro- 


verſy? Goaded on with the ambition of intel- 
lectual ſovereignty, were they ready to fly i in the 
face of all magiſtracy, to fire churches, to maſſacre 
the prieſts of other deſcriptions, to pull down al- 
tars, and to make their way over the ruins of ſub- 


verted governments to an empire of doctrine, 
ſometimes flattering, ſometimes foreing the con- 
ſciences of men from the juriſdiction of public in- 


ſtitutions into a ſubmiſſion to their perſonal autho- 
rity, beginning with a claim of liberty and ending 


with an abuſe of power? 


Theſe, or ſome of theſe, were the vices obje&ea, 


and not wholly without foundation, to ſeveral of 
| the churchmen of former times, who belonged to 
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dhe two great parts which, then divided and di. 
tracted Europe. 

If there, was in France, as in other countries 
there viſibly, is, a great abatement, rather than any 
increaſe, of theſe vices, inſtead of loading the pre- 
ſent clergy. with the crimes of other men, and the 
odious character of other times, in common equ 
they ought to be praiſed, encouraged, and ſupport- 
ed, in their departure from a ſpirit which diſgraced 
their predeceſſors, and for having aſſumed a temper 
of mind and manners more ſuitable to their facred 
function. 

When my occaſions took me into France, to- 
wards the cloſe of the late reign, the clergy, under 
all their forms, engaged a conſiderable part of my 
curioſity. So far from finding (except from one 
ſet of men, not then very numerous though ve» 
ry active) the complaints and diſcontents againſt 
that body, which ſome publications had given me 
reaſon to expect, I perceived little or no public 
or private uneaſineſs on their account. On fur. 


ther examination, I found the clergy i in general, 


perſons, of moderate minds and decorous man- 
ners; 1 include the feculars, and the regulars 
of both ſexes. I had not the good fortune to 
know a, great many of the parochial elergy ; but 
ip general I received a perfectly good account of 
their morals, and of their attention to their duties, 
Wich ſome of the higher clergy I had a perſonal 
acquaintance; and of the reſt in that claſs, very 
means of information. They were, almoſt 
all of them, perſons of noble birth. They reſem- 
bled others of their own rank z and where there was 


9 any 
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any difference, it yy in their favour. They were 
more fully educated than the military nobleſſe; fo 
as by no means to diſgrace their profeſſion by*ig- 
norance, or by want © fitneſs. for the exerciſe of 
their authority. They ſeemed ta me, beyond the 
clerical character, liberal and open; with the 
hearts of gentlemen, and men of honour; neither 


inſolent nor ſervile in their manners and conduct. 


They ſeemed. to me rather a ſuperior claſs; 'a'fet 
of men, amongſt whom you would not be ſurpriſed 
to find a Fenelon, I ſaw among the clergy in Paris 
(many of the deſcription are not to be met with 
any where) men of great learning and candour; and 
I had reaſon to believe, that this deſcription was not 
confined to Paris. What I found in other places, 
I know was. accidental; and therefore to be pre- 
ſumed a fair ſample, I ſpent a few days in a pro- 
vincial town, where, in the abſence of the biſhop, 
I paſſed my evenings with three clergymen, his 
vicars., general, . perſons who would have done 
| honour to any church. They were all well in- 

formed; two of them of deep, general,. and 
extenſive erudition, antient and modern, oriental 


and weſtern ; particularly in their own profeſſion. 


They had a more extenſive knowledge of our 


Engliſh divines than I expected; and they en- 
tered into the genius of thoſe writers with a cri- 


tical accuracy. One of theſe gentlemen is fince 


dead, the Abbe Morangis. I pay this tribute, with- 
out reluctance, to the memory of that noble; reve- 
rend, learned, and excellent perſon; and 1 fhould 
do the ſame, with equal cheerfulneſs, to the me- 
tits of the others, who * are ſtill . 
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if ] did not fear to hurt thoſe whom. I am unable 
to ſepver- | 
Some of theſe kccleffaftics of rank, are, by 
all titles, perſons deſerving of general reſpe&, 
They are deſerving of gratitude from me, and from 
many Engliſh. If this letter ſhould ever come 
into their hands, I hope they will believe there are 
thoſe of our nation who feel for their unmerited 
fall, and for the cruel confiſcation of their fortunes, 
with no common ſenſibility. What I ſay of, them 
is a teſtunony, as far as one feeble voice ola 20, 
which I owe to truth. Whenever the queſtion 
of this unnatural perſecution is concerned, I will 
pay it. - No one fhall prevent me from being juſt 
and grateful. The time is fitted for the duty; 
and it is particularly becoming to ſhew our juſtice 
and gratitude, when thoſe who have deſeryed well 
of us and of mankind are labouring under popular 
obloquy and the perſecutions of oppreſſive power. 
You had before your revolution about an hundred 
and twenty biſhops, A few of them were men of 
eminent ſanctity, and charity without limit. When 
we talk of the heroic, of courſe we talk of 1 rare, vir- 
tue. I believe the inſtances of eminent depravity 
may be as rare amongſt them as thoſe of tranſcendent 
goodneſs, Examples of avarice and of licentiouſneſs 
may be picked out, I do not queſtion it, by thoſe who 
delight in the inveſtigation which leads to ſuch diſ- 
coveries. A man, as old as I am, will not be aſtoniſh- 
ed that ſeveral, in every deſcription, do not lead that 
perfect life of ſelf-denial, with regard to wealth or to 
pleaſure, which is wiſhed for by all, by ſome expect- 
A but 1 none _— with more rigour, than by 
e thoſe 
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thoſe-who ar the moſt at oe to AU in- 
tereſts, or the moſt indulgent to their on paſſtons. 
Wben I was in France, I am certain that the num- 
ber of vicious prelates was not great. Certain in- 
dividvals among them not diſtinguiſnable for the 
regularity of their lives, made ſome amends- for 
their want of the ſevere virtues, in their poſſeſſion of 
the liberal ; and were endowed with qualities which 
made them uſeful in the church and ſtate. I am 
told, that with few exceptions, Louis the Sixteenth 
had been more attentive to character, in his pro- 
motions to that rank, than his immediate prede- 
ceſſor; and I believe, (as ſome ſpirit of reform has 
prevailed through the whole reign) that it may be 
true. But the preſent ruling power has ſhewn a 
diſpoſition only to plunder the church. It has 
puniſhed all prelates; which is to favour the vici- 
ous, at leaſt in point of reputation. It has made 
a degrading penſionary eſtabliſhment, to which 
no man of liberal ideas or liberal condition will 
deſtine his children. It muſt ſettle into the loweſt 
claſſes of the people. As with you the inferior 
clergy are not numerous enough for their duties; 
as theſe duties are, beyond mtaſure, minute and 
toilſome; as you have left no middle claſſes: of 
clergy at their eaſe, in future nothing of ſcience or 
erudition can exiſt in the Gallican church. To 
complete the project, without the leaſt attention to 
the rights of patrons, the aſſembly has provided in 
future an elective clergy ; an arrangement which 
will drive out of the clerical profeſſion all men wa | 
ſobriety ; all who can pretend to independence in 
their feed or their conduct; and which will 
throw the whole direCtion of the public mind into 
_ the 
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the hands of a ſet of Iicentious, bold, crafty,” fac. 
tious, flattering wretches, of ſuch condition and 
ſuch habits of life as will make their e ble 
penſions (in compariſon of which the ſtipend of 
an exciſeman is lucrative and honourable) an ob- 
je& of low and illiberal intrigue. Thoſe officers, 
whom they ſtill call biſhops, are to be elected to 
a proviſion comparatively mean, through the ſame 
arts, (that is, electioneering arts) by men of all re- 
ligious tenets that are known or can be invented. 
The new lawgivers have not aſcertained any thing 
whatſoever concerning their qualifications, relative 
either to doctrine or to morals ; no more than they 
have done with regard to the ſubordinate clergy ; 
Nor does it appear but that both the higher and 
the lower may, at their diſcretion, practiſe or 
preach any mode of religion or irreligion that 
they pleaſe. I do not yet ſee what the juriſdiction 
of biſhops over their ſubordinates. is to be; or whe- 
ther they are to have any juriſdiction at all, 

In ſhort, Sir, it ſeems to me, that this new ec- 
cleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment is intended only to be 


temporary, and preparatory to the utter abolition, 
under any of its forms, of the Chriſtian religion, 


whenever the minds. of men are prepared for this 
laſt ſtroke againſt it, by the accompliſhment of the 
plan for bringing its miniſters into univerſal con- 
rempt, They who will not believe, that the philo- 
ſophical fanatics who guide in theſe matters, have 
long entertained ſuch a deſign, are utterly ignorant 
of their character and proceedings, Theſe enthuſi- 
aſts do not ſcruple to avow their opinion, that a ſtate 
.can ſubſiſt without any religion better than with one; 
and that they are able to ſupply the place of any 
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good which may be in it, by a project of their own 
namely, hy a ſort of education they have ima. 
gined, founded in a knowledge of the phyſical want 
of men; progreſſively carried to an enlightened ſelf 
intereſt, which, when well underſtood, they tell us 
will identify with an intereſt more. enlarged and 
public. The ſcheme of this education has been 
long known. Of late they diſtinguiſh it (as they 
have got an entire new nomenclature of technical 
terms) by the name of a Civic Education. | 
I hope their partizans in England, (to whom I 
rather attribute very inconſiderate conduct than 
the ultimate object in this deteſtable deſign) will 
ſucceed neither in the pillage of the eccleſiaſtics, 
nor in the introduction of a principle of popular 
election to our biſhoprics and parochial cures. 
This, in the preſent condition of the world, would 
be the laſt corruption of the church; the utter ruin 
of the. clerical character ; the moſt dangerous ſhock 
that the ſtate ever received through a miſunder- 
ſtood arrangement of religion. I know well enough 
that the biſhopricks and cures, under kingly and ſeig- 
noral patronage, as now they are in England, and 
as they have been lately in France, are ſometimes 
acquired by unworthy methods; but the other mode 
of eccleſiaſtical canvas ſubjects them infinitely more 
ſurely and more generally to all the evil arts of tow 
ambition, which, operating on and through greater 
numbers, will produce miſchief in proportion. 
_ Thoſe of you who have robbed the clergy, 
think that they ſhall eaſily reconcile their con- 


duct to all proteſtant nations; becauſe the clergy, 
whom they have thus plundered, degraded, and 
| | given 
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given c over to mockery and ſcorn, are of the Ro. 


man Catholic, that is, of their own pretended per-' 


ſuaſion. I have no doubt that ſome miſerable 
bigots will be found here as well as elſewhere, who 
hate ſes and parties different from their own, 
more than they love the ſubſtance of religion; and 
who are more angry with thoſe who differ from 
them in their particular plans and ſyſtems, than 
diſpleaſed with thoſe who attack the foundation 
of our common hope. Theſe men will write and 
ſpeak on the ſubje& in the manner that is to be 
expected from their temper and character. Burnet 
ſays, that when he was in France, in the year 1683, 
& the method which carried over, the men of the 
&« fineſt parts to popery was this they brought 


e & themſelves to doubt of the whole Chriſtian re- 


& ligion, When that was once done, it ſeemed a 
« more indifferent thing of what fide or form they 
tc continued outwardly.” If this was then the 
eccleſiaſtic policy of France, it is what they have 
ſince but too much reaſon to repent of. They 
preferred atheiſm to a form of religion not agree- 

able to their ideas. They ſucceeded in deſtroying 


that form; and atheiſm has ſucceeded in deſtroy- | 


ing them. 1 can readily .give credit to Burnet's 
ſtory ; becauſe I have obſeryed too much of a 
fimilar ſpirit (for a little of it is ® much too much”) 
amongſt ourſelves. The humour, however, is not 
general. 

The teachers who reſormed our religion in Eng- 
land bore no ſort of reſemblance to your preſent 
reforming doctors in Paris. Perhaps they were 


(he thoſe whom they oppoſed) rather more than 
could 
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could be wiſhed under the influence of a party ſpi- 
rit ; but they were moſt ſincere believers ; men of 
the moſt fervent and exalted piety ; ready to die (as 
ſome of them did die) like true heroes in defence 
of their particular ideas of Chriſtianity; as they 
would with equal fortitude, and more chearfully, 
for that ſtock of general truth, for the branches o* 
which they contended with their blood. Theſe 
men would have diſavowed with horror thoſe 
wretches who claimed a fellowſhip with them upon 
no other titles than thoſe of their having pillaged 
the perſons with whom they maintained contro- 
verſies, and their having deſpiſed the common 
religion, for the purity of which they exerted them- 
ſelves with a zeal, which unequivocally beſpoke 
their higheſt reverence for the ſubſtance of that 
ſyſtem which they wiſhed to reform. Many of their 
deſcendants have retained the ſame zeal ; but, (as 
leſs engaged in conflict) with more moderation. 
They do not forget that juſtice and mercy are 
ſubſtantial parts of religion. Impious men do not 
recommend themſelves to their communion by ini- 
quity and cruelty towards any deſcription of their 
fellow creatures. 

We hear theſe new teachers continually boaſting 
of their ſpirit of toleration. That thoſe perſons 
ſhould tolerate all opinions, who think none to 
be of eſtimation, is a matter of ſmall merit. 
Equal negle& is not impartial kindneſs. * he 
ſpecies of benevolence, which ariſes from con- 
tempt, is no true charity. There are in England 
abundance of men who tolerate in the true ſpirit 
of toleration, They think the dogmas of religion, 


though 


( 222 ) 
though in different degrees, are all of moment; 


and that amongſt them there is, as amongſt all 


things of value, a juſt ground of preference, 
They favour, therefore, and they tolerate. They 
tolerate, not becaufe they deſpiſe opinions, but 
becauſe they reſpect juſtice, They would re- 


verently and affectionately protect all religions, 
becauſe they love and venerate the great prin- 


ciple upon which they all agree, and the great 


object to which they are all directed. Theß be. 


gin more and more plainly to diſcern, that we 
have all a common cauſe, as againſt a com- 
mon enemy. They will not be ſo miſted by the 
ſpirit of faction, as not to diſtinguiſh what is done 
in favour of their ſubdiviſion, from thoſe acts of 


hoſtility, which, through ſome particular deſetip- 


tion, are aimed at the whole corps, in which they 
themſelves, under another denomination, are inclu- 
ded. It is impoſſible for me to ſay what may be 
the character of every deſcription of men amongſt 
as. But I ſpeak for the greater part; and for 
them, I muſt tell you, that facrilege is no part of 
their doctrine of good works; that, ſo far from 
calling you into their fellowſhip on ſuch title, if 
your profeffors are admitted to their communion, 
they muſt carefully conceal their doctrine of the 
lawfulneſs of the proſcription of innocent men; 
and” that they muſt make reſtitution. of all ſtolen 


goods whatſoever. Till then they are none of | 


ours. 
You may ſuppoſe that we do not approve your 
confiſcation of the revenues of biſhops, and deans, 
and chapters, and parochial clergy poſſeſſing 1n- 
dependent 
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dependent eſtates ariſing. from land, becauſe we 
have the ſame fort of. eſtabliſhment. in England. 
That objection, you will ſay, cannot hold as to the 
confiſcation of the goods of monks and nuns, and 
the abolition of their order. It is true, that this 
particular part of your general confiſcation does not 
affect England, as a precedent in point: but the rea · 
ſon applies; and it goes a great way. The long 
parliament confiſcated the lands of deans and chap- 
ters in England on the ſame ideas upon which your 
aſſembly ſet to ſale the lands of the monaſtic orders. 
But it is in the principle of injuſtice that the dan- 
ger lies, and not in the deſcription of perſons on 
whom it is firſt exerciſed. - I ſee, in a country 
very near us, a courſe of policy purſued, which 
ſets juſtice, the common concern of mankind, at 
defiance, With the national aſſembly of France, 
poſſeſſion is nothing; law and uſage are nothing. I 
ſee the national aſſembly openly reprobate the doc- 
trine of preſcription, which * one of the greateſt of. 
their own lawyers tells us, with great truth, is a 
part of the law of nature. He tells us, that the poſi- 
tive aſcertainmennt of its limits, and irs ſecurity from 
invaſion, were among the cauſes for which civil 
ſociety itſelf has been inſtituted. If preſcription be 
once ſhaken, no ſpecies of property is ſecure, when it 
once becomes an object large enough to tempt the 
cupidity of indigent power, I ſee a practice: per- 
fectly correſpondent to their contempt of this great 
fundamental part of natural law. I fee the confiſca - 


:ors begin with biſhops, and chapters, and moyaite- 
* Dowat. 42: 
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rĩes; but Ido not ſee them end chere. I ſbethe 
princes of the blood, wha, by the oldeſt uſages af thar 
kingdom, held large landecſ eſtates, (hardly with the 
compliment of a debate) Hleprived of theit poſſeſ- 
ſions, and in eu of their: ſtable independent proʒ 
perty, reduced to the hope af ſame. prucatobs ir ha - 
ritable penſion, at the pleaſure of an aby, 
which of courſe. will pay little regard td:the rights 

of penſonets at pleaſure, when, it dæſpiſes thoſe f 
legal proprietors. Fluſhed with the inſolengt of - 
their firſt inglorious vicdorics, and preſſed bythe)! 
diſtreſſes cauſed, by their haſt. of ainhalloged!Jucte;: 
diſappointed but not. diſcouraged, duty have at 
length ventured completely td ſubvert. all / oh- 
perty of all deſcriptions thronghqut the gxtent of 
a great kingdom. They have compelled all men, 
in all tranſactions of .commerces2in,the diſpoſal o 
lands, in: givil — . — 455 whole com- 
munion of life, to, accept as., perte ee and,,, 
good and; lam hl tender, the, ſymbols of che ir ſpe 1 ] 
| latigns on a,prgigRed. ſale of their plunder, What. 
veſtiges of liberty or praperiy.haye they left? The. 
renant-right-of 3 eabbage-garden, a yegf inter 
in a hoyel, the good-wil ace albaker s 
ſhop, the — 1 a conſti 72 5 
more CEremogio! br par 50 
with You the oldeſt nd . 0 avi jr Cle 

ſong, | in 71 able per- FM 0 
ſonages, or, than the al body of the monied and. | 
commercial iptereſt of your country, We cn- 
tertain an high opinion of the legiſlative autho- 
rity - but-we have never dreamt that parliaments 


had any right whatever to violate property, to 


Over- 
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own fiction in the place of du whith'is real; and 
recognized by the law of nations. But you; who 


began with refuſing to ſubmit to the moſt mode- 
rate reſtraints, have ended by eſtabliſhing an un- 


heard of deſpotiſm. I find the ground upon which 


your confiſcators go is this; that indeed their pro- 
ceedings could not be ſupported in a court of juſ- 
tice; but that the rules of preſcription cannot bind 
a legiſlative aſſembly . So that this legiſlative 
aſſembly of à free nation firs, not for the ſecurity, 
but for the deſtruction of property, and not of pro- 
perty only, but of every rule and maxim which can 
give it ſtability, and of thoſe inſtruments which can 
alone give it circulation. 

When the Anabaptiſts of Munſter, in che ſix- 
teenth century, had filled Germany with confuſion 
by their ſyſtem of levelling and their wild opi- 
nions concerning property, to what country in 
Europe did not the progreſs of their fury furniſh 


juſt cauſe of alarm ? Of all things, wiſdom is the 


moſt terrified with epidemicat fanaticiſm, becauſe 
of all enemies it is that againſt which ſhe is the 
leaſt able to furniſh any kind of reſource. We 
cannot be ignorant of the ſpirit of atheiſtical fana- 
ticiſm, that is inſpired by a multitude of writings, 


diſperſed "with incredible affiduity and 'expence, 
and by ſermons delivered in all the ftreets and 


places of public reſort in Paris. Theſe 2 


and ſermons have filled the populace with 4 


* Spe of Me. Camas, au- by order ofthe . 
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black and hs atrocity \ of mind, which ſuper. 
ſedes in them the common (elings of nature, as 
well as all ſentiments of morality and religion; inſo- 
much that theſe wretches are induced to bear with 
a ſullen patience the intolerable diftreſſes 8 
upon them by the violent convulſions and 
mutations that have been made in proper *? 
The ſpirit of proſelytiſm attends this ſpirit fa- 
naticiſm. They have ſocieties to cabal and cor- 
reſpond at home and abroad for the pro 

of elf tenets. The republic of Berne, one of 


„ Whether the following deſcription is trifily than L know 
not; but it is what the publiſhers would have paſs for true, ia 
order to animate others. In a letter from Toul, given in one 
of their papers, is the following paſſage concerning the peo- 
ple of that diſtri : ** Dans la Revolation , aftuelle, ils 
«© ont reſiſts à toutes les Zdufions du bigeti/ine, aux g- 
* ſ7cutions et aux tracaſſeries des Ennemis de la Re&yolu- 


« tion. Oubliant leurs plus grandi intir#ts pour rendre hom- 


„% mage aux vues d'ordre general qui ont determine PA. 
*« ſemblee Nationale, ils voĩent, ſan fe plaindre, ſupprimer 
* cette foule d' ẽtabliſſemens ecclefiaſtiques par leſquels ils 
« /ab/iſtvient ; et meme, en perdant leur ſiege Epiſcopal, la ſeule 
« de toutes ces reſſources qui pouvoĩt, ou plut6t gui devil, en 
„ toute quite, leur Etre conſervee; condamnes à la plus effray- 
, ante miete, fans avoir #14 ni pu Etre entendus, ils ne nurmurent 
os pint, ils reſtent ideles aux principes du plus pur patrietiſme; 
ils ſont encore prets à wer/er leur ſang pour le maintien de 
la Conſtitution, qui va reduire leur Ville 2 /a plus deplorabi: 
*« wilite.” Theſe people are not ſuppoſed to have endured 
thoſe ſufferings and injuſtices in a ftruggle for liberty, for' the 

ſame account ftates truly that they had been always free ; their 
patience in beggary and ruin, and they ſuffering, without re- 
© monſtrance, the moſt flagrant and confeſſed injuſtice, if firily 
true, can be nothing but the effect of this dire fanagiciſm. 
A great multitude all over France is in the ſame condition and 
the 
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dhe happieſt, che moſt proſperous, and tte beſt go- 
verned countries upon earth, is, one of the great 


objects, at the deſtruction of which they aim. 


I am told they have in ſome, meaſure ſucceeded 


in ſowing, there, the ſeeds of diſcontent. They 
are buſy, throughout Germany. Spain and Italy 


have not been untried, England. is not left out of 
the, compreþenſive ſcheme of their malignant cha 
rity; and in England we find thoſe who ſtretch 
out their arms to them, who recommend their 


examples from more than one pulpit, and who 


chooſe, in, more than one periodical meeting, 
publicly to correſpond. with them, to applaud 


them, and to hold them vp as objects for 


imitation; who receive from them tokens of con- 


fraternity, and ſtandards conſecrated amidſt their 
rites and myſteries ; who ſuggeſt to them leagues 
of perpetual amity, at the very time when the 
power, to which our conſtitution has excluſively 
delegated the federative capacity of this king- 
dom, may find it expedient to make war upon 
them. 

It is not my fear of the confiſcation of our 
church property from this example in France that 
I dread,” though I think this would be no trifling 
evil, The great ſource of my ſolicitude is, leaſt it 
ſhould eyer be conſidered in England. as the policy 
of a ſtate, to ſeek a reſource in confiſcations of 
any kind or that any one deſcription of citizens 
ſhould be brought to regard any of the others as 


2 See the proceedings of the confederation at Maut. | 
2 Qz 
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- their proper, prey 000 be are wading, deeptr 
and deeper into an ocean of eee Jeb. Pub- 
lic debts, which at firſt were a e to govern- 
ments, by intereſting many in the publ hc tran- 
quillity, are likely in their excels to. a che 
means of their ſubyerſion,, If ere wg 
vide for theſe debts by heavy impoſitions, nl 
riſh by becoming odious to the people, ply (ugh s 
not provide for them, they will be a 
efforts of the moſt dangerous of all parties ; I | 
an extenſivediſcontented monied intereſt, 9 and f 
not deſtroyed... The men who compoſe ths intereſt b 
«look for their ſecurity, 1 in the firſt inſtance, to the fi- 
delity of government; in the ſecond, to its power, If 
_ find dhe old governments effcte, worn out, ind 


+ « Si plures ſunt il quibus improbe datum ell, quam Hi 

© ee quibus injuſte ademptum eft; idtirco plus etiam valenc? Non 
% enim numero bæc | judicautur ſed pondere. | Quam avtem 
* haber/zquitatem, ut agrom multis annis, aut etiam ſzculi 
.<* ante poſſeſſum, qui nallum habuit habeat 3, qui autem ha- 
125 | bit amittat. Ac, propter hoe injuriz genus, Lactdemonii 
„ Lyfandrum Ephorum expulerunt: Agin regem (quod nun - 
% quam aàntea apud eos acriderar) necaverunt exquy eo tem- 
* pore tante diſcordie ſecute ſunt, ut et tyrauni exſiſterint, et 
40 eee, et preclariſſime conſtituta reſ. 
publica dilaberetur. Nec veto ſolum ipſa cheidit, ſec kram 

ce Ne Gretiam evertit contagionibus. maloram, dur 2 
„ Lacedzmoniis profectæ manarunt latius.” — After, fycaking 
260 condu of the model of true patriota, Aratus . 
which was in x very different t ſpirit, he ſays, «< ic reſt agere 
* cum civibus 3 non ut bis j Jam vidimus, haſtarh in foro pobere 
det bona civjum yoci ſubj N At ille Græcus (id 
% quod fuit ſapientis et prieſtadtis vil) 3 conſulendum 
«« elle putavit: eaque eft ſumma ratio et ſaplentia boni «ivis, 
% comimoda civium non divellere, ſed omnes eadem zquitate 

%  continere.”” Cic, Off. I. 2. with 


75 
with zheir, rin ings relaxed, ſo 1 to be of ſufficient. 
vir; r gu urpd. 1005 * new ones that 
N be poſſeſſed of 1 ray; and thi energy 
wi 5 bes ved, not from an 2 2 — J 
but whit a Contempt (of Juſtice.'>'Revolvtions are 
favobräble to confifcatiom; dnd/ it/is impoſſible to 
know ündet what obnoxious names the nent con- 
fiſcatjo "WA be authbrifed. Jam ſore that the 
princi predomitiant”i in France extend to very 
many Perfons anch defcriprions of perfor" in all 
countries Go think thelt innoxiobs indolence their 
ſeevrity,” This kind'6f innocence in proprietors may 
be argued into inutility and. inutility ite an unfit- 
nels t their eftares; Many parts of Europe are in 
open diſbfder. In tnany others there isa hollow ur- 
mutitig under ground; à confuſed movement is felt, 
that thrgatens a general earthquake in the political 
world. Already confederacies and co ondences 7 
- ofthe-4rioſt- extraordinary: nature are forming, in 
' ſeveral; countries. raft u ſtate of things we 
ons 10 bold ourſelyes"up6n' bent = tom 
mutations (if 1 —— che Ficcupelt 
which will ſerve-moſt- tui blunt the. edge, Of thei 
miſchief, ang to barer wie gow ac 
chern., Je, that they Should And ds with "our minds 
| &pacious.f e most 
But ir will be urgued, that; this i conſcation in 
France due not do alafm biker nations They Gay 
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great meaſure of national policy, adopted to re- 


move an extenſive, inveterate, ſuperſtitious miſ- 


chief. It is with the greateſt difficulty that I am 


able. to ſeparate policy from juſtice. Juſtice is 
itſelf the great ſtanding policy of civil ſociety; and 


any eminent departure from it, under any circum- 


ſtances, lies under the ſuſpicion of being | no Policy 
at all. 


When men are encouraged to go into a certain 


mode of life by the exiſting laws, and protected in 
that mode as in a lawful occupation when they 


have accommodated all their ideas, and all their 


habits to it—when the law had long made their 


adherence to its rules a ground of reputation, and 


their departure from them a ground of diſgrace 


and even of penalty] am ſure it is unjuſt in le- 


giſlature, by an arbitrary act, to offer a ſudden 
violence to their minds and their feelings; forci- 
bly to degrade them from their ſtate and condi- 
tion, and to ſtigmatize with ſhame and infamy that 
character and thoſe cuſtoms which before had been 
made the meaſure of their happineſs and honour, 
If to this be added an expulſion from their habita- 
tions, and a confiſcation of all their goods, I am 


not ſagacious enough to diſcover how this deſpotic 


ſport, made of the feelings, conſciences, prejudices, 
and properties of men, can be diſcriminated from 
the rankeſt tyranny. 

If the injuſtice of the courſe purſued in France 
be clear, the policy of the meaſure, that is, the 
public benefit to be expected from it, ought to be 
at leaſt as evident, and at leaſt as important. To a 
man who acts under the influence of no paſſion, wha 

| has 
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en) 
has "nothing Th view in his projects but the public 
good, a great difference will imtmedfately ſtrike 
him, Beers what policy would dictate on the ori- 
ginal introduction of ſuch inſtitutions; and on 4 
queſtion of their total abolition, where they have 
caſt their roots wide and deep, and where by long 
habit things more valuable than themſelves are ſo 
adapted to them, and i in a manner interwoven with | 
them, that the one cannot be' deſtroyed without 
notably impairing the other. He might be em- 
barrafſed, if the caſe were really ſuch as ſophiſters 
repreſent i it in their paltry ſtyle of debating. But in 
this, as in moſt queſtions of ſtate, there i is a middle. 
There is ſomething elſe than the mere alternative 
of abſolute deſtruction, or unreformed' Exiſtence. 
Spartam nactus es; banc exorna. This is, in my opi- 
nion, a rule of profound ſenſe, and. ought never to 
depart from the mind of an honeſt reformer. I 
cannot conceive how any man can have brought 
himſelf to that pitch of preſumption, to con- 
ſider his country as nothing bur carte Blanche, 
upon which he may ſeribble whatever he pleaſes. 
A man full of warm ſpeculative benevolence may 
wiſh his ſociety otherwiſe conſtituted than he finds 
it; but a good patriot, anda true politician, always 
conſiders how he ſhall make the moſt of the exiſt- 
ing materials of his country. A diſpoſition to pre- 
ſerve, and an ability to improve, taken together, 
would be my ſtandard of a ſtateſman. Every thing 
elſe is vulgar in the conception, perilous in the 
execution, 
There are moments in the fortune of ſtates 
when particular men are called to make improve- 
| Q 4 ments 
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ments by: great mental «exertion. » In thoſe» ino. 
ments, even when they from tu enjoy the conſi- 


dence of theit ꝓrinet and cbumry, and to be in- 


veſted with full. authority they have not always 
apt inſtruments, A-politician; to do great things, 
looks for a-pgwer, what dur workmen call a h 
rhaſe; and af he finds that power, in politics as in 
mechanics he cannot be at à loſs to apply it. In 
the monaſtic inſtitutions, in my opinion was found 
a. great per for the mechaniſm of politic benevo- 
lence There were revenues with a public direction; 


tbere were men whally ſet apart and dedicated to 


public purpoſes, without any ather than public ties 
and public principles; men without the paſſibility 
of converting the eſtate of the community inta a 
private ſortune ; men denied to ſelf-intereſts, whoſe 
avarice is, far ſome community; men to whom per- 
ſonal poverty is honour, and implicit. abedience 
_ Ntands4o the place of freedom. In vain ſhall a man 
look to the poſſibility of making fuch: things when 
he. wants them The winds blow: as they | liſk 


Theſe, inſtizutigns are the products of enchulaſm; 


they are the nſtruments of -wiſdana,/: : Wiſdom 
cannot exeate materials; they are the: gifts of na- 
ture gr. f chance 3: her price is in the uſe, The 
perennial exiſtence of bodies; corporate, and their 
— — particularly ſuited to a man who 

ong views; who meditates deſigns that require 
time, ja falkjoning ! and which ' propoſe. duration 
when, . accompliſhed, . He is not deſery- 


| 33 of great ſtateſmen, who, having obtained 
the. command and direction of ſuch a r 
9 


high, or even to be mentioned in 
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exiſted in the wealth; the diſcipline, and the ha- 
bits of ſuch corporations, as thoſewhch yo 
have raſhly deſtroyed, cannoti find any way of 

ing it to the great and laſting benefit 
of his country. On the viem of this ſubject a 
thouſantl uſes ſuggeſt themſelves to à contriving 
mind. To deſtroy any power, growing wild 
from the rank productive force of the human 
mind, is almoſt tantamount, in the moral world, 
to the deſtruction of the apparently active pro- 
jes of bodies in the material- It would 
like the attempt to deſtroy (if it were in 
pur competence to deſtroy) the expanſiye force 
of ' fixed! air in nitre, or the power ol eum. 
or of N or of magnetiſm. Theſe 
energies always exiſted” in nature, and they 
yere always diſcernlble. They ſeemed, ſome 
of them unſerviceable, ſorne hoxious,”" ſome no 
better than a ſport to children; until contern · 
plative ability, combining with practie kill, tamed 
their wild nature, ſubdued them to uſe, ind ren 
dered them at once the moſt powerful und whe 
molt tractable agents, in ſubſervience to tlie 
great views and deſigus of men. Did fiſty 
thouſand perſons, whoſe mental and whoſe bodily 
laboutyow'miight direct, and fo many 'titindied 
thouſand year of 4 derem which Was” nit. 
lazy nor s, appear too big for 5. 
abilities to wield? "Had you no way of öffng the 
men but by converting monks 'into* pefivtiers? 
Had you no way of turning the fevente t6 àc- 
count,” but uy the ern args r6ſdute&of 4 


ſſpendchrift 
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ſpen dh ale? If) you were thus Alte of men- 
tal And the proceeding is in its natural courſe. 
Your politicians do not underſtand their trade; 
and therefore they ſell their tools. 
But the inſtitutions ſavour of ſuperſtirion i in their 
very principle; and they nouriſh it by a permanent 
and ſtanding influence. This I do not mean to 
difpute ; but this ought not to hinder you from 
deriving from ſuperſtition itſelf any reſources which 
may thence be furniſhed for the public advantage. 
You derive benefits from many diſpoſitions and 
many paſſions of the human mind, which are of as 
doubtful a colour in the moral eye, as ſuperſtition 
itſelf, It was your buſineſs to correct and mitigate 
every thing which was noxious in this paſſion, as 
in all the paſſions. But is ſuperſtition the greateſt 
of all poſſible vices ? In its poſſible exceſs I think 
it becomes. a very great evil. It is, however, a 
moral ſubject; and of courſe admits of all degrees 
and all modifications. Superſtition is the religion 
of feeble minds ; and they muſt be tolerated in an 
intermixture of it, in ſome trifling or ſome enthuſi- 
aſtic ſhape or other, elſe you will deprive weak 
minds of a reſource found neceſſary to the ſtrongeſt, 
The. body of all true religion conſiſts, to be ſure, in 
obedience to the will of the ſovereign of the world; 
in a confidence in his declarations ;-and an imitation 
of his perſections. The reſt is our own. It may be 
prejudicial to the great end; it may be auxiliary. 
Wiſe men, who as ſuch, are not admirers (not 
admirers at leaſt of the Munera Terre) are not 
violently attached to theſe things, nor do they 
Vviolently 
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violently hate them. Wiſdam i is not the moſt 
ſevere corrector of folly. They are the rival fol- 
lies, which mutually wage ſo unrelenting. a war; 
and which make ſo cruel a uſe of their advantages, 
as they can happen to engage the immoderate vyul- 
gar on the one ſide or the other in their quar- 
rels. Prudence would be neuter; but if, in the 
contention between fond attachment and fierce; 
antipathy concerning things in their nature not 
made to produce ſuch heats, a prudent man were 
obliged to make a choice of what errors and 
exceſſes of enthuſiaſm he would condemn or bear, 
perhaps he would think, that which builds, to 
be more tolerable than that which demoliſheg— 
that which adorns a country, than that which 
deforms it—that which endows, than that which 
plunders—that which diſpoſes to miſtaken bene- 
ficence, than that which ſtimulates to real injuſ— 
tice—that which leads a man to refuſe to him- 
ſelf lawful pleaſures, - than that which ſnatches 
from others the ſcanty ſubſiſtence of their ſelf-de- 
nial. Such, I think; is very nearly the ſtate of the 
queſtion between the ancient founders of monkiſſi 
ſuperſtition, and the ſuperſtition of the ,. 
philoſophers of the hour. 6 

For the preſent I poſtpone all Genie of che 
ſuppoſed public profit of the ſale, which however 
I conceive to be perfectly deluſive. I ſhall here 
only conſider it as a transfer of property. On che 
policy of that transfer I ſhall trouble you with a 
few thoughts. 

In every proſperous community ſomething more 
is produced than goes to the immediate ſupport 5 
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the produoer. Thisſorphusifotms:the incame:of the 
landed capitaliſt. It willbe ſpent by a proprietor who 
does nat labour.”-Biit'thividlencſs'is itſelf the fpriog 
of labour; this repoſe the! ſpur to induſtry. The 
anly concern of the ſtats is, that -che-capital-aakeg. 
in fent from the land; ſhould be returned again to 
the induſtry from whence it came; and chat its 
expenidicore ſhould be with the leaſt poſſible detri- 
ment ta the morals of thoſe: who expend it, and to 
thoſe of the people to whom it is returned. 511103 
"Tn all the views of receipt; expenditure, and per. 
ſdnal employment, a ſober legiſtator would carefully 
compare the poſſtſſor whom he was recommended 
to expel, with, the ſtranger who was propoſetl to fill 
his place. Before the inconveniences are incurted 
which m#f attend all violent revolutions in property 
through extenſive confiſcution, ve ought to Have 
ſome rational aſſurance that the purchaſers of the 
confiſcated property will be in a conſiderable degree 
more laborious, more virtuous, more ſober, | leſs 
difpoſed to extort an ufreaſonable proportion of 
the gains of the labourer, or to confums on them- 
ſelves a larger ſhare than is fit for the eaſute of 
an indisidual, or that they ſhould be qualified to 
diſpenſe the ſurplus in à mote ſteady and equal 
mode, ſo às to anſwer the purpoſes of a- politic 
expenditure, than the old poſſeſſors call / thoſe 
poſſeſſors, biſhops, or canons; or commendatory 
bots, or monks, or what vou pleaſe. The 
are lazy. Be it ſo. Suppoſe them no otherwiſe em- 
ployed than by ſinging in the choir. They are 8 
uſefully employed as thoſe who neither ſing nor 15 
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Av dſefully even as thuſe who ſing pom the Mage, 
They are as uſe fully etglayrti as if they worked from 
dawn to dark in the innumerableſervile, 
utifeemly,”ubmanly, and oſcen moſt yawhgleſome 
and peſtiferous occupations, $0,which by the ſocial 
cxconomy ſo many wretches ate ĩnevitably doomed. 
If i were not generally pemicious ta diſturb the 
natural cburſe of things, and to impede, in any 
degree, the great wheel of circulation which is 
turned by the ſtrangely directed labour of theſe un- 
I ſhould be infinitely more inclined 
forcibly twiraſeue chem fromtheir miſerable induſtry, 
chan violently. to diſturb! the tranquil /repoſe of 
monaſtie quietude. Humanity,' and perhaps policy, 
might better juſtify me in the one than in the 
other. It is a ſubject on which I have often 
reflected, and never reflected without feeling, from 

it. I am ſure that no conſideration, except. the 
whe of ſubmitting, to the yoke of luxury, 


and the deſpotiſm of fancy, who in their wn im- 


perious way will diſtribute the ſurplus product 


ol che foil, can juſtify che toleration of ſuch trades 


and employments in à well. regulated ſtate. But, 
for this purpoſe of diſtribution, it ſcema to me, 


that the: idle expences of monks are quite as well 


directed as the idle expences of us lay· loĩterers. 


When the advantages of the poſſeſſian, and of the 
Project; are on a pas, there is no motive. for a:change. 


But ũn he preſent caſe, perhaps they are not upon a 


par, and the differente is in favour of the poſſeſſion. 


It does not appear to me, that the expegees of thoſe 


whom you are going to expel, do, in fact, take a courſe 
ſo directly and ſo generally leading to vitiate and 


degrade 
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degrade and render miſerable thoſe through whom 
they paſs, as the expences of thoſe favourites whom 
you are intruding into their houſes, Why ſhould 
the expenditure of a great landed property, which 
is a diſperſion of the ſurplus product of the ſoil, 
appear intolerable to you or to me, when it takes its 
courſe through the accumulation of vaſt libraries, 
which are the hiſtory of the force and weakneſs of the 
human mind; through great collections of antientre- 
cords, medals, and coins, which atteſt and explainlaws 
and cuſtoms ; through paintings and ſtatues, that, 
by imitating nature, ſeem to extend the limits of 
creation; through grand monuments of the dead, 
which continue the regards and connexions of life 
beyond the grave; through collections of the ſpeci- 
mens of nature, which become a repreſentative aſſem- 
bly of all the claſſes and families of the world, that 
7 diſpoſition facilitate, and, by exciting curioſity, 
open the avenues to ſcience? If, by great perma- 
nent eſtabliſhments, all theſe objects of expence are 
better ſecured from the inconſtant ſport of perſonal 
caprice and perſonal extravagance, are they worſe 
than if the ſame taſtes prevailed in ſcattered in- 
dividuals? Does not the ſweat of the maſon and 
carpenter, who toil in order to partake” the ſwear 
of the peaſant, flow as pleaſantly and as ſalubriouſly, 
in the conſtruction and repair of the majeſtic 
edifices of religion, as in the painted booths and 
ſordid ſties of vice and luxury; as honourably and 
as profitably in repairing thoſe ſacred works, which 
grow hoary with innumerable years, as on the 
momentary receptacles of tranſient voluptuouſ- 
nels; in opera-houſes, and brothels, and gaming- 
6 houſes, 


* a I 


222 


_ " 
OT ——jP.x — — 1 — * — "Rs 
* 8 "+ a; — 


- r 


» - 
1 « «Aa Oo” Rs OY bi 1 a« 


— —— — 
— = — yy 2 


ms, — — — 


„ 


coanow”nGoo ww o.s np 


SE 8 nn cr 6 = 0 +4 ec & 20 a iS i af. i EZ. ˙ » ..:. nota ow I 


(( +239 3) 


houſes, 75 * houſes, and. obeliſks in Py 
Champ de Mars ? 1s 125 ſurp lus product of the 
Fo and the vine worſe vg fe ed in the frugal 
ee of perſons, whom the fictions of a pious 
imagination raiſes to dignity by conſtruing in the 


ſervice God, than in pampering the innumerable 


multitude of thoſe who are degraded by being made 
uſeleſs domeſtics ſubſervient to the pride of man? 
Are the decorations of temples an expenditure leſs 
worthy ; a wiſe man than ribbons, and laces, and 


national cockades, and petits maiſons, and petit 
foupers, and all the innumerable fopperies and 


follies in which opulence ſports away the burthen 
of its ſu perfluity ? | 

We tolerate even theſe; not from ove of 
them, but for fear of worſe, We tolerate them, 
becauſe property and liberty, to a degree, require 
that toleration. But why pfoſcribe the other, and 
ſurely, i in every point of view, the more laudable 
uſe of eſtates ? Why, through the violation of 
all property , through an outrage upon every 


principle of liberty, fran carty t them from the 
better to the worſe ? 


This compariſon between the new ndnd 
and the old corps is made upon a ſuppoſition that 
no reform could be made in the latter. But in a 
queſtion of reformation, I always conſider cor- 
porate bodies, whether ſole or conſiſting of many, 
to be much more ſuſceptible of a public direction 
by the Power of the ſtate, in the uſe of their pro- 
whe and in the regulation of modes and ha- 

ts of life in their members, than private citizens 
ever can be, or perhaps ought to be ; OW 
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ſcems to me 4 very material conſideration far 
thoſe who undertake any thing which merits the 
name of a politic enterprize.—So far as to the 

With regard to the eſtates poſſeſſed by biſhops 
and canons, and commendatory abbots, I cannot 
find out for what reaſon ſome landed eſtates may not 
be held otherwiſe than by inheritance, | Can any 


philoſophic ſpoiler undertake to demonſtrate the 


poſitive or the comparative evil, of having a cer- 
tain, and that too a large portion of landed pro- 
perty, paſſing in ſucceſſion thro' perſons whoſe title 
to it is, always in theory, and often in fact, an 
eminent degree of piety, morals, and learning ; a 
property which, by its deſtination, in their turn, and 
on the ſcore of merit, gives to the nobleſt families 
renovation and ſupport, to the loweſt the means 
of dignity and elevation ; a property, the tenure 
of which is the performance of ſome duty, (what- 
ever value you may chooſe to ſet upon that duty) 
and the character of whoſe proprietors demands at 
leaſt an exterior decorum and gravity of manners; 
who are to exerciſe a generous but temperate hoſpita- 
lity ; part of whoſe income they are to conſider as 
a truſt for charity ; and who, even when they fail 
in their truſt, when they ſlide from their character, 
and degenerate into a mere common ſecular noble- 
man or gentleman, are in no reſpe& worſe than 
thoſe who may ſucceed them in their forfeited poſ- 
ſeſſions ? Is it better that eſtates ſhould be held 
by thoſe who have no duty than by thoſe who 
have one ?—by thoſe whoſe character and deſtina- 
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propoſed torſay concerning the ſpirit of our Britiſh 
monarehy, ariſtocracy, — Es 9 Mere 
cally chagioniſitr h Jo u, oled Ad, 8g 0 

1 * of wh hidden Bins 
by the governing power in France. I have cer. 
tainly ſpoke of it witk freedom. Thoſe! whoſe 
principle it is to deſpiſe the antient 
ſenſe of mankind, and to fet up a ſcheme of 
' ſociety. on new principles, muſt naturally erpect 
that ſuch. of us who think better of the judgment 
of the human race than of theirs, ſnould conſider 
both them and cheir devices, as men and ſchemes 
upon their trial. They muſt take it for granted 
that we attend much to their reaſon, but not at 
all to their authority. They have not one of 
the great influencing prejudiees of mankind in 
their favour. They avow their hoſtility to opi- 
nion. Of courſe they muſt expect no ſopport 
ſtom that influence, which, with every other 
authority, they Dave u bee ee r 
iction. N 
I can never A e afſcrnbly'' as hy Wiley 
_ elſe than a voluntary aſſociation of men, who 
have availed themſelves of circumſtances, to 
ſeize: upon the power of the ſtate. They have 
not the ſanction and authority of the character 
under which they firſt met. They have aſſumed 
another of a very different nature; and have 
wer Altered and inverted all the rela- 
tions in which they originally ſtood. "They do not 
hold the authority they exereiſe under any conſti- 
tutional law of the fate. They have departed 
_ the infiraions ed the people by whom 

they 
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they were ſent ; which inftryRiors; as the aſſembly 
did not act in virtue of any ardent uſage or ſetiled 
law, were the ſole ſource of their authority: The 
moſt conſiderable of their acts have not been done 
by great majorities ; and in this ſort df near dil 
fions, which carry only the conſtructive authority 
of the whole, firangers willroufidr vail as — 
az reſolution. 0 
If they had fer vp ekla wee — re 
ment as a neceſſury ſubſtitute for an expelled ty 
ranny; matikind would anticipate the time of pte- 
ſcription; which, through long uſage, mellows into 
legality governments that were violent in their 
commencement. All thoſe who have affections 
which lead them to the conſervation of civil order 
vould recognize, even in its cradle, the child 
as legitimate, which has been produced from 
thoſe principles of cogent expediency to whict all 
they juſtify cheir continuance; - But they will be 
late and reluctant in giving any fort of countenance 
' to the operations of a power, which has derived its 
birth from no law and no neceflity;- but which on 
the contrary has had its origin in thoſe; vices and 
ſiniſter practices hy which the ſocial union is often 
diturbed and ſometimes deſtroyed. This aſſembly 
has hardly a year's preſcription, - We have their 
own word for it that they have made a revolution. 
To make a revolution is 2 meaſure which, prima 
Hale, requires an apology. To make a revolu- 
don is to ſubvert the antient ſtate of our cuun- 
vy; and no common reaſons are called ſor to juſ- 
. ſo violent . a proceeding - The ſenſe of 2 
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acquiring new: power, and to criticiſe on the uſe 
that is made of it with leſs, awe and reverence than 


that which is, uſually conceded to ard Ow 5 


cognized. authority. Eos .f 
In obtaining and ſecuring als. power; the. -4 
ſembly proceeds upon principles the, moſt oppoſite 


from thoſe which appear to direct them in the uſe. 


of it. An obſervation on this difference will, let 
us into the true ſpirit of their conduct. Exerꝝ thing 
which they have done, or continue to do, in order 
to obtain and keep their power, is by the moſt com- 
mon arts. They proceed exactly as their anceſtors 
of ambition have done beſore them. Trace them 
through all their artifices, frauds, and violences, you 
can find nothing at all that is new, They follow pre- 
cedents and examples with the punctilious exact- 
neſs of a pleader., They never depart an iota from 
ey authentic formulas of tyranny and uſurpation. 
But in all the regulations relative to the public 
good, the ſpirit has been the very reverſe of this. 
There they commit the whole to the mercy of un- 
tried ſpeculations; they abandon the deareſt inte- 
reſts of the public, to thoſe looſe theories to which 
none of them would chuſe to truſt. the ſlighteſt 
of his private concerns. They make this diffe- 
rence, becauſe in their deſire. of obtaining and ſe- 
curing power they are thoroughly in earneſt; there 
they travel in the beaten road. The public, in- 


teteſts becauſe about them they have no real ſoli- 


citude, they abandon wholly .to chance; I ſay to 
chance, becauſe their ſchemes have nothing in 
experience to prove their tendency beneficial. — 


© *4s 
We miſt always ſee with a pity not unmixed 


Vik respect, the errors af choſe who are tĩmid and 
doubtful of themſelves with regard to points whete- 


* 1 
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theſe . gentlemen there is nothing of the tender 
parental ſolicitude which fears to cut up the infant 
for the ſake” of an experiment. In the vaſtneſs of 
their Promiſes, and the confidence of their predic- 
tions, they far outdo all the boaſting of empirics. 
The arrogance of their pretenſions, in a manner 
provokes; and. chillenges us to an enquiry into 
their foundation, © 
I em convinced that ewe men of conſider- 
able parts among the popular leaders in the na- 
tional aſſembly. Some of them diſplay eloquence 
in their ſpeeches and their writings. This cannot 
be without powerful and cultivated talents. But elo- 
quence may exiſt without à proportionable degree 
of wiſdom. When I ſpeak of ability, I am obliged 
to diſtinguiſh. What they have done towards the 
ſupport of their ſyſtem beſpeaks no ordinary men. 
In the ſyſtem itſelf, taken as the ſcheme of a 
republic conſtructed for procuring the proſperity 
and ſecurity of the citizen, and for promoting the 
ſtrength and grandeur of the ' ſtate, I confeſs —— 8 
ſelf unable to find out any thing which difplays, in 
ſingle inſtance, the work of a comprehenſive and 
diſpoſing mind, or even the proviſions of a vulgar 
prudence. Their purpoſe every where ſeems to 
have been to evade and flip aſide from difituiry. 
This it has been the glory of the great maſters 
in all the arts to confront, and to overcome; and 
when they had overcome the firſt difficulty, ro turn 
| 3. 8 it 
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work becomes feeble, vitious, and inſecure. 
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it into an inſtrument for fed conqueſts over new 
difficulties; thus to enable them to extend the 
empire of their ſcience ; and even to puſn forward 
beyond the reach of their original thoughts, the 
land marks of the human underſtanding itſelf. Dif 
ficulty is a ſevere inſtructor, ſet over us by the ſu · 
preme ordinance of a parental guardian and legif- 
lator, who knows us better than we know our- 
ſelves, as he loves us better too, Pater igſt colendi 
baud fucilem eſe viam volnit. ' He that wreſtles 
with us ſtrengthens our nerves, and ſharpens our 
{kill. Our antagoniſt is our helper. This atmicable 
conflict with difficulty obliges vs to an intimate 30. 
quaintance with our object, and compels us to con- 
ſider it in all its relations. It will not ſuffer us to 
be ial. Tt is the want of nerves of un- 
derſtanding for ſuch a taſk'; it is the 
fondneſs for tricking ſhort-cuts, and little fallacious 
facilities, that has in ſo many parts of the world 
created governments with arbitrary powers. They 
have exeated the late arbitrary monarchy of 
France. They have created the arbitrary republic 
of Paris. With them defects in wiſdom are to 
be ſupplied by che plenitude of force. They get 
nothing by it. Commencing their labours on 2 
Principle of ſloth; they have the common fortune of 
ſlothful men. The difficulties which they rather 


had eluded than eſcaped, meet them again in their 


courſe; they multiply and thicken on them; they 
are involyed, through a labyrinth of confuſed de- 
tail, in an induſtry without limit, and without di- 
rection; and, in concluſion, the whole eee 


It 
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It is this jnability to wreſtſe with difficulty which 
has obliged the arbitrary aſſembly of France to 
commence. their ſchemes, of reform. wich abolition 
and total deſtruction. But i is it in deſtroying and 
pulling down that ſkill is diſplayed? Your mob 
can do this as well at leaſt as your aſſemblies. 
The, ſhalloweſt underſtanding, \the rudeſt hand, .is 
more than equal to that taſk. Rage and phrenzy 
will pull down more in half an hour, than pru- 
dence, deliberation, and foreſight can build up in 
an hundred years. The errors and defects of old 
eſtabliſhments are viſible and palpable. It calls 
for little ability to point them out,; and where 
abſolute power is given, it requires but à word 
wholly to aboliſn the vice and the eſtabliſnment 
together. The ſame lazy but reſtleſs diſpoſition, 
which loves ſloth and hates quiet, directs theſe poli- 
ticians, when they come to work, for ſupplying 
the place of what they have deſtroyed. \ To make 
every thing the reverſe of what they have ; ſeen 
is quite as eaſy as to deſtroy,” No difficulkies oc 
cur in what has never been tried. Criticiſm s 
' almoſt baffled in diſcovering the defects of what 
has not exiſted; and eager enthuſiaſm, and cheat- 
ing hope, have all the wide field of imagination 
in which they may en, vu late or no 
TI 151 ol) 

At once: 0 Pele and to reform is quite 
another thing. When the uſeful parts of an old 
eſtabliſhment are kept, and what is ſuperadded is 
to be fitted to what is retained, a vigorous mind, 
ſteady perſevering - attention, various powers of 
. and combination, and the 2 
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beings, by the ſudden alteration of whoſe ſtate, 
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(248) 
of an underſtanding fruitful in expedients are to 


2 be exerciſed; they are 0 be exerciſed in A Con- 


tinued conflict with the combined force of op- 
Polite! vices; with the obſtinacy that rejects all 


improvement, and the levity that is fatigued and 
diſguſted with every thing of which it is in poſ- 


ſeſſion. But you may object“ A proceſs of this 
cc kind is ſiow. It is not fit for an aſſembly, which 
ec glories in performing in a few months the work 


of ages. Such a mode of reforming, poſſibly 


c might take up many years.” Without queſtion 


it might; and it ought. It is one of the excellen- 


cies of a method in which time is amongſt the aſ- 
ſiſtants, that its operation is ſlow, and in ſome caſes 


almoſt imperceptible. If circumſpection and cau- 


tion are a part of wiſdom, when we work only up- 
on- inanimate matter, ſurely they become a part of 
duty too, when the ſubject of our demolition and 


condition, and habits, multitudes may be rendered 
c 


miſerable. But it ſeems as if it were the 
opinion in Paris, that an unfeeling heart, and an 
undoubting confidence, are the ſole qualifications 
for a perfect legiſlator. Far different art my ideas 
of that high office. The true lawgiver | ought 


to have an heart full of ſenſibility} He ought 


to love and reſpect his kind, and to fear himſelf, 
It may be allowed to his temperament to catch 
his ultimate object with an intuitive glance; but 
his movements towards it ought to be delibe- 
rate. Political arrangement, as it is a work for 
cog ends, is to be only wrought by ſocial means. 

There 
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There mind muſt conſpire with mind. Time is 
required to produee chat union of minds which alone 
can produce all the good we aim at. Our patience 
will atchieve more than our force. If I might 
venture to appeal to what is fo much out of faſhion 
in Paris, I mean to experience, I ſhould tell you, 
that in my courſe I have known, and, according to 
my meaſure, have co- operated with great men; 
and I have never yet ſeen any plan which has not 
been mended by the obſervations of thoſe ho 
were much inferior in underſtanding to the perſon 
who. took the lead in the buſineſs. By a Now. but 
well-ſuſtained. progreſs, the effect of each ſtep is 
watched; the good or ill ſucceſs of the firſt, gives 
light to us in the ſecond ; and ſo, from light to 
light, we are conducted with ſafety. through the 
whole ſeries. We ſee, that the parts of the. ſyſtem 
do not claſh, The evils latent in the moſt promiſ- 
ing contrivances, are provided. for as they / ariſe, 
One advantage is as, little as poſſible | ſacrificed 
to another. We compenſate, - we, reconcile, we 
balance. We are enabled to unite into a conſiſtent 
whole the various anomalies and contending prin- 
FOR that are found in the minds and affairs of 
From hence ariſcs, not an excellence, i in ſim- 
diy. but one far ſuperior, an excellence in com- 
poſition. Where the great intereſts of mankind 


are concerned through a long ſucceſſion of gene- 


rations, that ſucceſſion ought to be admitted into 
ſome ſhare in the councils which are ſo deeply 
to affect them. If juſtice requires this, the work 
itſelf requires the aid of more minds than one 
age can furniſh. It is from this view of "_ 


( 230 ) 
that the beſt. legiſlators--haye/;been often, ſatisfied 
with the eſtabliſument af ſome ſure, ſolid, and 
ruling principle in government; a power like that 
which ſome of the philoſophers have called a 


plaſtic nature; and having fixed the principle, they 


have leſt it afterwards to its own operation. 
To proceed in this manner, that is, to pro- 
ceed with a preſiding ꝓrinciple, and a prolific ener- 
gy, is with me the criterion of profound wiſdom. 
What your politicians think the marks of a bold; 
hardy genius, are only proofs of a deplorable 
want of ability. By their violent haſte, and their 
defiance of the proceſs of nature, they are deli- 
vered over blindly to every projector and adven. 
turer, to every alckymiſt and empiric, They de- 
ſpair of turning to account any thing that is 
common. Diet is nothing in their ſyſtem of re- 
medy. The worſt of it is, that this their de- 
ſpair of curing common diſtempers by regular 
methods, arifes not only from defect of comprehen« 
ſion, bot, I fear, from ſome malignity of diſpoſi- 
tion. Tour legiſlators ſeem to have taken their 
opinions of all profeſſions, ranks, and offices, from 
the declamations and buffooneries of ſatiriſts; who 
would themſelves be aſtoniſhed if they were held 
to the letter of their on deſcriptions. By liſtening 
only to theſe, your leaders regard all things 
only on the ſide of their vices and faults, and 
view thoſe vices and faults under every colour 
of ckaggeration. It is undoubtedly true, though 
it may ſeem paradoxical; but in general, thoſg 
who are habitually employed in finding and diſ- 
playing faults, are unqualified for the work of re- 
: formation: 
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formation: becauſe their mads ure not only a | 
forniſhed with patterns of the falt and gobd, but 

by habit they come to take f delight in the con- 
templation of thoſe things. By hating vices too 
much, they come to lobe men too litrle. It 18 
therefore not wonderful, that they ſhould be indiſ. 
poſed and unable to ferve them. From hence ariſes 
the complexional diſpoſition of ſome of your guides 
to pull every thing in pieces. At this mali- 

cious carne they diſplay the whole of their gu. 
Arimanous activity. As to the reſt, the para- 
doxes of eloquent writers, brought forth purely 
as a ſport of fancy, to try their talents, to rowze 
attention, and excite furprize, are taken up by 
theſe gentlemen, not in the ſpirit of the original 
authors, as means of cultivating their taſte and im- 
proving their ſtyle. Theſe paradoxes become with 
them ferions grounds of action, upon which they 
proceed in regulating the moſt important concerns 
of the ſtate; Cicero ludicrouſiy deſcribes Cato as 
endeavouring to act in the common wealth upon 

the ſchool paradoxes which exerciſed the wits of the 


| Junior ſtudents in the toie!\philoſophy. t Mis 


was true of Cato, theſe gentlemen copy after him 
in the manner of ſome perſons wh⁰öi ved about his 
time pede nudo Catonem. Mr. Hume told me; 
that he had from Rouſſeau himſelf the ſecret of 
his principles of compoſition. That acute, though 
eccentrie, obſerver had perceived, that to ſtrike 
and imereſt the public, the marvellous muſt he 
produced; that the marvellous of the heathen 
mythology had long ſince loft its effect; chat 


giants, magicians, fairies, and heroes of romance 
: | which 
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which: ſucceeded, had exhauſted the portion | of 


credulity which belonged: to their age that now . 


nothing was left to a writer but that ſpecies: of the 


marvellous, which might ſtill be produced, and 


with as great an effect as ever, though in another 


way; that is, the marvellous in life, in manners, in 


characters, and in extraordinary ſituations, giving 
riſe to new and unlooked-for ſtrokes in politics and 
morals. I believe, that were Rouſſeau alive, and 
in one of his lucid intervals, he would be ſhocked 
at the practical phrenzy of his ſcholars, who in their 
paradoxes are ſervile imitators; and en 
incredulity diſcover an implicit faitin. 
Men who undertake conſiderable things, even 
in a regular way, ought to give us ground to pre- 
— ability. But the phyſician of the ſtate, who, 
got, ſatisfied with the cure of diſtempers, under- 
takes to regenerate conſtitutions, -ought to ſhew 
uncommon. powers. Some very unufual appear- 
ances of wiſdom ought to diſplay themſelves on the 
face of the deſigns of thoſe who appeal to no prac- 
tice, and who copy after no model. Has any ſuch 
been manifeſted? I ſhall take a view (it ſnall for 
the ſubject be a very ſhort one) of what the aſſem- 
bly has done, with regard, firſt, to the conſtitution of 
the legiſlature; in the next place, to that of the ex- 
ecutive power; then to that of the judicature; af- 
terwards to the model of the army. A Anda eam- 
clude with the ſyſtem of finance, to ſee whether 
we can diſcover in any part of their ſchemes the 
portentous ability, which may zuſtify. theſe bold 
undertakers in the ſuperiority which wes en 
over Vain | | anf 
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It is in the model of the ſovereigm and pueſid 


ing part of this new 5 — we ſhould expect 


their grand diſplay. Here they were to prove 
their title to their proud demands. For tie plam 
itſelf at large, and for the reaſons on whick it ' is 
grounded, I refer to the journals of the affembly 
ol the agth of September 2789, and to the ſubſe- 
quent proceedings which have made any alterations 
in the plan. So far as in a matter ſome what con- 
fuſed I can ſee light, the ſyſtem. remains ſubſtan- 
tially as it has been originally framed. My few re- 
marks will be fuch as regard its ſpirit, its tendency, 
and its fitneſs for framing a popular common 
wealth, which they profeſs theirs to be, ſuitecł to 
the ends for which any commonwealth, and parti 
cularly ſuch a commonwealth, is made. At the 
ſame time, I mean to conſider its conſiſteney with 


itſelf, and its own principle. 


Old eſtabliſhments are tried by their effects. If 
the people are happy, united, wealthy, and powerful, 
we preſume the reſt. We conclude that to be good 
from whence good is derived. In old” eſtabliſſi- 
ments various correctives have been found for 
their aberrations from theory. Indeed they are the 
reſuks of various neceſſities and expediences. They 
are not often conſtrued after any theory; theories 
are rather drawn from them. In them we often'ſee 
the end beſt obtained, where the means ſecttf nbt 
perfectly reconcileable to what we may falicy was 
the original ſcheme. The means taught by expe- 
rience may be better ſuited to political ends if 
thoſe contrived” in the original project. They 
again re- act upon the primitive conſtitution, and 

g ſometimes 
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fotnetimes improve ihe deſign itſelf from vhieli 
; arm ay to have departed, 1 think all this 

might be curiouſly; exeraplified in the Britiſſt 
conſtitution. At worſt, the errors and deviations 
of every kind in reckoning are found and cm- 
puted; and the. ſhip proceeds in her coutſe. This 
is the caſe, of old · eſtabliſhments ; hut in a new 
and merely theoretic ſyſtem, it is expected that 
every contrivance ſhall appear; on the face oſ iti 
to anſwer its end 3 eſpecially where the prqjectors 
are no way embarraſſed with an endeavour to ac- 


commodate the new building to e 


in the walls or on the foundations 
The French builders, clearing away: * ee 


biſh whatever they found, and, like their ornamen- 


tal gardeners, ſorming every thing into an exact 
level, propoſe to reſt the whole local and general 
legiſlature on three baſes of three different kinds 
one geometrical, one arithmetical, and the third 
financial; the firſt of which they call che baſis of 
territory; the ſecond, the be of population; and the 
third, the ha of contribution. For the accompliſh- 
ment of the firſt of | theſt purpoſes they divide the 
area of their country into eighty- one pieces, regu- 
larly ſquare, of eighteen leagues by eighteen. Theſe 
large diviſions are called Departments. "Theſe they 


portion, proceeding by ſquare meaſurement, into 
| —_ hundred and twenty diſtricts called: Cum. 
Theſe again they ſubdivide, ſtill proceed 


ing 3 ſquare meaſurement, into ſmaller diſtricts 
called Cantons, making i in all 6,400. | 


eee eee ee of daleogues 


ns not much to admire or to blame. It calls 
to | 7 
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for no great legiſlative talents. 'Nothing' more 
than an accurate land furveyor; with his chain, 
ſight, and theodolite, is requiſite" ſor ſueh 4 plan 
as this. In the old diviſions ol the country various 
accidents at various times; and the ebb and Row 
of various properties and juriſdictions, ſettled their 
bounds. Theſe bounds were not made upon any 
fixed ſyſtem undoubtedly. They were ſubject to 
ſome inconveniencies; but they were inconve- 
niencies for which uſe had found remedies, and 
habit had ſupplied accommodation and parience: 
In this new pavement of ſquare within ſquare, 
and this organiſation and ſemiorganiſation made 
on the ſyſtem of Empedocles and Buffon, and not 
upon any politic principle, it is impoſſible that 
innumerable local inconveniencies, to which men 
are not habituated, muſt not ariſe. But theſe I 
paſs over, becauſe it requires an accurate Rn.. 
ledge of the country, which I do not young to 
peu them. „ ionen 

When theſe ſtate ſurveyors came to pace meew 
of their work of meafurement, they ſoon found, 
that in politics, the moſt fallacious of all things 
was geometrical demonſtration. They had then 
recourſe to another baſis (or rather buttreſs) to 
ſupport the building which tattered on that falſe! 
foundation. It was evident, that the» goodneſs o 
the ſoil, the number of the people, their wealth, 
and the largeneſs of their contribution, made fuotss 
infinite variations between ſquare and ſquare as to 
render menſuration a ridiculous ſtandard of power» 
in the commonwealth, and equality in geometry 
che moſt unequal of all meaſures in 3 


c 2.9 
of men. However, they | could/ not give it up- 
y But dividing; their political and civil repreſentation / 
into three parts, they; allotted one of thoſe parts to 
the ſquare meaſurement, without a ſingle fact or 
calculation to aſcertain whether this territorial pro- 
portion of repreſentation - was fairly aſſigned, and 
ought. upon any principle really to be a third. 
Having however given to geometry this portion 
(of a third for her dower) out of compliment 
ſuppoſe to that ſublime ſcience, they, left the other 
two to be of 
and contribution. 

When they came to nab; fm 8 
they were not able to proceed quite ſo ſmoothly as. 
they had done in the field of their geometry. 
Here their arithmetic came to bear upon their ju 
ridical metaphyſics. Had they ſtuck to their me- 
taphyſic principles, the arithmetical proceſs would 
be ſimple indeed. Men, with them, are ſtrictly. 
equal, and are entitled to equal rights in their 
own government. Each head, on this ſyſtem, would 
have its vote, and every man would vote directly 
for the perſon who was to repreſent him in the legiſ- 
lature. - But ſoſt— by regular degrees, not yet. 
This metaphyſic principle, to which law, cuſtom, 
uſage, policy, reaſon, were to yield, is to yield itſelf 
to their pleaſure. - There muſt be many degrees, 
and ſome ſtages, before the repreſentative can come 
in contact with his conſtituent. . Indeed, as we 
ſhall-foon ſee, theſe two perſons are to have no ſort 
of communion with each other. Firſt, the voters in 

the Canton, who compoſe. what they call primary 
. are to have a qualification, What! a 
L qualification 


) 


(ase) 


qualification on che ide feaſible rightx of men? 
Yes; but it ſhalt be 2 very {mall quatification. Our 
injuſtice ſhall be very little oppreſſive ; only the 

local valuation of three days labour paid to the 
public. Why, this is not much, readily admit, 
for any thing but the utter ſubverſion of youFỹt 
equaliſing principle. As à qualification it might 
as well be let alone; fur it anſwers no one purpoſe | | 


for whiety [qualifications are eſtabliſhed: and, on 


your ideas, 1t'exchudes from a vote, the man of all 
equality ſtands the moſt: in „5 


others whoſe” natural 
need of protection and defence I mean the man 
who has nothing elſe but his natural equality to 
guard him Tou order him to buy the right, 
which you before told him nature had given to hirn 
gratuitouſiy at his birth, and of which no autho- 
rity on earth could awfully deprive him. With 
regard to the perſon who cannot come up to 
your market, a tyrannous ariſtocracy, a8 againſt 
him, is eſtabliſhed . en to be its 
ſworn ſoe. ners 
The ande Theſe — 


blies of che Canton elect deputies to the: Commune ; 


one for every two hundred qualified inhabitants. 
Here is tke firſt medium put between the primary 


a new turnpike is fixed for taxing the rights of men 


with a ſecond qualification: for none can be elected 


into the Commune who does not pay the amount oi 


ten days labour. Nor have we yet done. Fhere 
is ſtill to be another gradation. Theſe Communes, - 


choſen by the Canton, chooſe to the Department z 
and the deputies of the Department ehoaſe thei 
© uote 8 — 


— 
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deeputies to the Nitional Yſelnbly. Here is 4 third 
batriet of c ſenſcleſs|qualifiemion/0 Every deputy 
-to thecnational aſſertibly.muſt pay; in direct conti- 
butioh, to cthe value of ih: ark of flveriI1Of all 
1thefe-qualifying! bartiers we muſt think alike 5*that | 
they are impotent to ſecure independence; ſtrong 
only to ſdeſtroyi che rights of men 
oc In all chis proceſs which wits fumdatflental ele- 
2mentsaffe&ts 10 conſider: only pepatarivs, upon a 
principle of natural right, there is A Manifeſt atten- 
tion to property; which, however juſt and renſonable 
on other ſchemes, is on theirs perfectly uHHHupport- 
able: 5110 A8 14003: eig 213 (199? 4 
When they come to their third baſis, chat of 
- Chntribution, we find that they have mort com- 
Nletely loſt ſight of their rights of men! This laſt 
-baſis teſts entiroy on property A principle to- 
wally different from the eqbality of er, and ut- 
irefly itreconciteable te it; is ' rherteby® admitted; 
bat no ſooner is this printiple; whith3s's prihciple 
regurding property, adrnitredz than (as uſual) it i. 
-fabverred; and ir is not fobverted, (as) we (hall 
ptefently.ſee;)/t6 approtimate the inequality of 
-richies to une level of nature, The additiohal ſhite 
ino che chird- portion of repreſentation} (4 Portion 
:refer vod w encluſtwely ſor the higher contflbb- 
ion) is! made ta fegard the Arier ny; land 
not the individuals in it who” pay! Jr i eafy'to 
ipertdivey by the: oourſe of their 'reaſonitips, how 
much they. were ernbarraſſed by their! ct adict tew 
_ Idea of ate lrightyuof men and the privileges" be, 
irhes The comminee of 'tonſticution'do/as good that 
23 admit that they dre wholly irretoncileable. ſor 
-qut-bas ,751v29 q 191170 212 11 ii 96) The wa N 
Nog 2 
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d ei 919H YE chi on eq 
* Tha relation, win adgapd/to-the! contributions, 
e eilen daubtlunali |{(fafiiithey)i:when: che 

queſtion is on ihe balance of tho policicaloights 
as between individual and individual; without 
©, Which: per/anad aguality: aud boo geftrayed; and 
c an ariſtocracy f tb rich would be eſtabliſhed. 
% Burn this jiaconyenience entirely. diſappears when 
I che proportional relation of the contribution is 
d onlg.conſidered in the greet maſſor, and is ſolely 
1 oxince and province; it ſerves in that 
ogaſe only d farm a juſt reciprocal proportian be- 
* tween the cities, without ORG the perſomal 
Ly fights ofthe. citizens.” OT. TK Yao 101 . 
„Heth principle of, comtribution, as taken. be- 
tycen man and man, is reprobated as nWll; and de- 
1 * ality andi as pernicious too becauſe 
ts to, the eſtabliſhment of an ariſtacrucy 2 

rich. . Howeyer ĩt muſt not be abandoned. And 

dhe way pf. getting rid of che diffieuley is — Is 
liſh in ne as between department and de- 
partment r the individuals in each de- 
Partmęnp POR | AN, a 44 Obſerye, that this 
Parity between individuals had been before deſttoy- 
o the qualifications within the! departments 

vert tled,;; Nor Yaes it ſeem a matter of; great 
importapce.whether, the equality of men be injured. 
peg n indiyidually,, An individual in not of 
tae lame importance in a maſs repreſemocb hy 
7 a5 in a, maſs repreſented. by many. dt would 

be too much, th tell a man jealous of His bg unlity, 
that the elector has the ſame franchiſe Who ve 
bs three mneihbers as he who-votes:for tengo 75 
No take it in the other point of view, and ſup- 


 & poſe 
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poſe their principle of 3 accordiag to 
contribution, that is; according to #iches, to be well 
founded, and to be a neceſſary baſis for the repub- 
lie, how have they provided ſor the rich by giving 
to the diftrift, that is to ſay; to the poor in the diſ- 
triẽt of Canton and Commune, who are the majo- 
rity, the power of making an additional number of 
members on account of the ſuperior contribution 
of the wealthy? Suppoſe one man (it is an eaſy 
ſuppoſition) to contribute ten times more than 
ren of his neighbours. For this contribution he has 
one vote out of ten. The poor outvote him by 
nine voices in virtue of his ſuperior contribution, 
for (ſay) ten members, inſtead of out- voting him 
for only one member. Why are the rich compli- 
mented with an ariſtocratic preference, which they 
can never feel either as a gratification to pride, or 
as a fecurity to fortune? The rich indeed require an 
additional ſecurity from the dangers to which they 
are expoſed when a popular power is prevalent; 
but it 18 impoſſible to divine, on this fyſtem of un- 
equal maſſes, how they are protected; becauſe; the 
agel maſs i is generated from demooratic prin- 
ciples; and the prevalence in the general repre- 
 Fentation has no fort of connection with thoſe on 
account of whoſe property this ſuperiority is given. 
| If the contrivers of this ſcheme meant any ſort of 

favour t to the rich | in conſequence of their contribu- 
tion, they ought to have conferred the privilege ei- 
ther. on the individual rich, or on ſome claſs formed 
of rich p:rſons ; becauſe the conteſt between the 
rich and the poor is not a ſtruggle between corpo- 


ration and corporation, but a conteſt between men 
5 and 
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and men; a competition not between diſtricts, 


but between deſcriptions. It would anſwer its pur- 


poſe better if the ſcherme was inverted; chat the 


| votes of the maſſes were rendered equal; and · that 


the votes within each maſsg were proportioned. to 
property. In any other light, I ſee nothing bur 
danger from the inequality of the maſſes. 

If indeed the maſſes were to provide for the gene- 
ral treaſury by diſtinct contingefits, and that the re- 
venue lad not (as it has) many impoſitions running 
through the whole, which affect men individually, 
and not corporately, and which, by their nature, 
confound all territorial limits, ſomething might be 
ſaid for the baſis of contribution as founded on 
maſſes. But of all things, this repreſentation, to 
de meaſured by contribution, is the moſt diffi- 


Cult to ſettle upon principles of equity, in a country 


which conſiders its diſtricts as members of an whole. 
For a great city, ſuch as Bourdeaux or Paris, ap- 
pears to pay a vaſt body of duties, almoſt out of 
all aſſignable proportion to other places, and its 
maſs is conſidered accordingly. But are theſe cities 


the true contributors in that proportion? No, The 


conſumers of the commodities imported into Bour- 
deaux, who are ſcattered through all France, pay 
the import duties of Bourdeaux. The produce of 
the vintage in Guienne and Languedoc give to that 
city the means of its contribution growing out of 


an export commerce. The landholders who ſpend 


their eſtates in Paris, and are thereby, the creators 
of that city, contribute for Paris from the Pro- 


vinces out of which their revenues ariſe, 


a in N chis baſis of contribution, as locally 
83 aſcertained 


"8... 


aſcertained by altes be © HH POOP it is impulltic 


too. IF it be dne f theiobjeftsto pfeſefyt che weak! 
fromm being wruffied by WE ſtrong (as im af Beet 
vndoubtedly it is) how are the ſmaller and 
of theſe maſſes to be ſüved Sunn dhe ne r 
the motelwralchy? s it by adding to their means 
of oppreſſing them? When we come to a bulance 
of repreſentation between” corporate bodies, pro- 
vincial intereſts; emulations, and jealouſies are full 
26 likely to ariſe among then as among indivi- 
duals; and their diviſions "are" kely to produce” 
much hotter diſſention, and ere Jeading 
much 'more' nearly to a War. nn * 9111 no 
To compare” together the three bafes, not on 
their political reaſon; but on the ideas on Mich the 


aſſembly works, and to try its conſiſteney) wink 


itſelf, we cannot avoid obſerving, that the principle 
which the committee call the baſis df population; 
does not begin to operate from the ſame point with 


the two other principles called the baſes of fetri- 


tory and of contribution; which are botti of an ariſ- 
toctatie nature. The confequehee is, chat here all 
ihree begin to operate together, chert the moſt 
abſurd inequality produeed by the opcrarĩom of the 
former on the t latter principles. Every catitoii 
contains four ſquare” leagues, and is eſtimated to 
contain, on the average, 4,000 inhabitartits, of 680 
voters in the primary Aſemblies, which vary in hum 
bers with the population of the canton, atid ſend b 
ampuly to the commune for every 200 votets.“ Nine 
cantons make a commune. 

Now let eus take à canton containin g fea -port 
town of "trade; or a great manufacturing 75 0 Let 
ps Vos the Pran of this canton to be 
| $2,700 
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form, only: #520: ph EY and ſend .only(/ix: 


(.. eg - 


„ei et, aldefiupont 2d ea yd bomesnONG 
12,799, inhahigants . pr 122193 
primary aſſem lie, — — ten dputieſ t the 
ch ,Z nö 151 let och 918 worl (ei 31 yib»zduobny 

+ Oppoſe to this ona canton 4h other of chef rer 
maining eight in dhe ſame; commumg, Theſe . 
may ſuppoſe to have their fair populatiom vf 


inhabitants, and 680 voters cachi or 5. bio 


rants and. 13360. voters, both together, Fheſe with 


deputies: to © the cammune. enoilteib wide bus z elsub 
When chen aſſembly of. the. pe Min Bos 
vote on the baſis of territory, which principle is; firſt; 
admitted to operate in chat afſembly, the fle 
enim which, has balf, the; errieory\ ef dhe abe, 
tewo,, will have ten voices to fix. in the election ot 


three deputies to the aſſecbly of the department, 


choſen onthe expreſs ground * A; r er ol 
territory. 2s} 413 cn H 93812qo 01 14959 on 250d 

This inequality, ſtriking 1 To will be: yet 
highly, aggravated, if we ſuppoſe, as we fairly mays 


proportionably., ſhort, of the average population; 
as; much ag che Princigel, canton execeds; it. i; Nows 

35 to the Bar of cunuribuſian, which alſo is a prins 
eri admitted firſt to operate: in the affembly 
of, the, cmmang. Let us again take one canton, 
ſuch as js ſtated above. If the whole of the direcb 
contributions paid, by a great trading or manufactuꝗ 
ring town, he divided equally. among the inhabie 
tants, each individual wil be ſound to pay much 
more e an individual living in the] ohνtry 
accordi hg. 70 the-ſame average... /The.whole paid 
a the e gb 1 will be * 


otgrs, fproing three, 
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the whole-paid by the inhabitants of the latter 
we may fairly aſſume one-third more. Then the 
12,700 inhabitants, or 271 97 voters-of the canton 
will pay as much as 19, 5% inhabitants, or 3,289 
voters of the other 'cantons, which are nearly the | 
eſtimated proportion of inhabitants and voters of 
five other cantons. | Now the 2,193 voters will, as 
I beſore ſaid, ſend only ter deputies to the aſſem- 
bly z the 3, 28 9 voters will ſend Axteen. Fhus, for 
an equal ſhare in the contribution of the whole 
commune, there will be a difference of fixteex voices 
to tex in voting for deputies to be choſen on the 
principle of repreſenting te general contribution 
of the whole commune. 

Buy the duns anode erst wusdck O mall find 
15,875 inhabitants, or 2,741 voters of the other 
cantons, who pay one-fixth LEss to the. contribution 
of the whole commune, will have three voices MoRE 
than the-22,700 inhabitants, or 2,193 votefs of the | 
ene canton. l 

Such is the fantaſtical and onjuſt inequality be- on 

tween maſs and maſs, in this curious repartition of 1 
: 
| 


the rights of repreſentation ariſing out of territory 
and centribution. The qualifications which theſe 
' confer are in truth negative qualifications; that give | 
a right it in an inverſe ee to the ran, of . 
2 1 
In this dads contrivance of the three baſes, con- 
b Gder: it in any light you pleaſe, I do not ſee a va- 
riety of objects, reconciled in one conſiſtent whole, 
but ſeveral contradictory principles reluctantly 
and irreconcileably brought and held together by 
vou philoſophers, like wild braſts ſhut up in a 
x cage, 
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cage, to cla and bite cach, ather to cheit Mutual 


deſtruction. n b11 03-900 malle vii vent aw 
I am! afraid I have gone too-far-into; their, way 
of conſidering the formation of 4 conſtitution. 


They have much, but bad, metaphyſics.; much, but 


bad, geometry much, but falſe proportionate; arich- 
metic; but if it. were all as exact as metaphy ſies, 


geometry, and arithmetic ought to be, and if their 


ſchemes were perfectly conſiſtent, in all. their 


it would make only a more fair and ſightly viſion. 


It is remarkable, that in a great Arrangement. of 
mankind, not one reference. whatſoever is to be 
found to any thing moral or any thing politic; 


nothing that relates to the concerns, the ac- 


tions, .  Hominem 
non ſapi | 

Lou > L only conſider this cala as 
eleftoral, and leading by ſteps to the National Aſ- 


ſembly. I do not enter into the internal govern- 


ment of the Departments, and their genealogy 


chrough the Communes and Cantons. Theſe local 


governments are, in the original plan, to be as nearly 
as poſſible compoſed in the ſame manner and on 
the ſame principles with the elective aſſemblies. 
They are each of them r — 007 
and rounded in themſelves. 

You cannot but perceive in this — 
that it; has a direct and immediate tendency to 
ſever, France into a variety of republics; and 
to render them totally independent bf rcach 
other, without any direct conſtitutional mean of 
coherence, connection, or ſubordination, except 
what may be derived from their acquieſcence in 
the determinations of the general congreſs of 

che 
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er mbaffidörb rb sach ihqtpenhdent Pepublie 
— in reality is the National been and { 2 
Tädttait Exiſt i ie wor d 1 
in — e 1 55 W 1 
r a gee ff their Pe ople, F Rich. 
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—— ber wan ho hes 2 politic, have. 5 


the He of nece y Bur b 
1 1 the HS 'Fre 5 4 IN: g. YETY, 
fit bod) K f 1 ayin - obrained, all, 
5 88 30 L ak 4 i 
auhoft to do with their country hat chey 
er = Choſen 19, Kiepe i in d bachar, 


ro 1075 Wan * 1 ee 11911 dit Den, 9 


rol Mid 
pi hae ble 6.09 gbſerye, cha. in. the: ſpitic 


of i! 85 e iſtribution, and grithmetical 


arr ele pretended citizens titat France 
ci. 12 of conqueſt. Acting as 
— or have imitated the: polity of: dhe 

Pres harſh ace. The pobcy or ſuch 
ED cantemn; a ſubtluedb people, 
and, ipfyls, their feelings; has ever beeng am (as 
in, chem lay, to deſtroy all veſtigesoÞ the antient 
country ini rsligien in polity, in laws, and li mum 
ners a gonſaund allꝭ territorial limits args 
duce a general poverty to put up their 
ties to auſtion to druſfi their princes, nobles} — 
pontiffs; to lay low every thing which had lifted 
ite head above the level, or which ML 0 


e ee in their diftreſſes, the dilþanded, 
| ec the, ſtandard of old ſtil — 
have made France free in the manner in which” 
thoſe fincere friends to the rights of maykind, the 

Roiriahs, > feed Greece, Macedon, and. other, . a 
They dellroped the bonds of their union, under 
210 colour 
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of men and with as littie judgment, and a8 little 
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g of 5 piging for che independence af each 
of their cities. Ag ib. ISO H 513 ei vailgot ai dhe 

When che membe HN Ng, Of - theſe, new 
bodies of antes e departments arm, 


1 ts purpoſe LJ 
dium of « Confuion oberg to 10, they, 2a 1 5 
ſelves; in 4 gre at meaſure fag MARIE: 


The 8220 elected throu cially 
een diene will be 1 pl I 1 1 
habitudes or connections, or any of Hard natural dif- 
cipline which is the ſoul of a os republic. "Magi, 
ſtrates and collectors of revenue are now. no lon : 
acquainted with their diſtricts, biſhops their 
dioceſes br curates with their pariſhes. as | ſe new 
colontes'of the rights of men bear à ſtrong refem-" 
blance to chat fort of military colonies WRIN = iy 


citus has obſerved upon in the” declining” polity of 
Romec In better aud wifer days (whatever'c courſe. 


they took wich foreign nations) they wert carer | 
to make the elements of a'tmethbdical fubbrainidtion” 
and ;fettlement-to be eo, and even to lay the” 
foundations of civil diſeipline ãn the rrñlitary * But. 
when all the good arts Had fallen into wing they 
proceeded, as your aſſembly dbes, upon the equality 


care. for thoſe things which make a republic rolers" 


Dani bed dbide nods wives wol yet at Anno 


7. Non, pr, glim, onde legiones.dedvrebonaar cum) tris! 
et turionibdus ui cu que 
We e eee eee by ft} 1 G 
ter ie, diverſis hanipulis;) fitte reftvre; fine 1 
"lt ex alio genere mortalium, avert sf ns 


magis quam colonia. Tac. Annal, l, a4. —— = 


this wilt be Hill more applicable, to the uncopn Se 
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able or durable. But in this, as well as almoſt 
every inſtance, your neu commonwealth, ĩs born, 
and- bred, and fed, iin thoſe; corruptions which 
mark degencrated and vorn out republics, Your 
child comes into the world with. the: fymptoms of 
death the facirs Hippocratica forms the character * 
its phyſiognomy, and the prognoſtic. of its fate. 
The confuſion, which attends on all ſuch — 2 7 
ings; they even declare to be one of. their objects, 
and they hope to ſecure their conſtitution by a ter- 
ror of a return of- thoſe evils which attended their 
makiuig it. By this,“ ſay they, its deſtruction 
« will /\Udrochs difficult to authority, which cannot 
« break it up without the entire diſorganization. of 
tt the hole ſtate.” They preſume, that if this 
authority ſhould ever come to the ſame degree of 
power that they have acquired, it would make 2 
more moderate and chaſtiſed uſe of it, and would 
piouſſy tremble entirely to diſorganiſe the ſtate in 
the ſavage manner that they have done. They ex- 
pe&; from the virtues: of returning deſpatiſm, the 
ſecurity which is to be enjoyed by the. ee 
their popular vices. 
It is this reſolution, to break their, country. into 
ſopirant republics, which has driven them. into the 
greateſt number ol their difficultics.and contradic · 


tions. If it were not for this, all the queſtions 3 


exact equality, and theſe balances never to be 


ſettled, of. individual rights, population, arid con- 


tribution o be wholly uſcleſs. The repreſen- 
tation, though derived from parts, would be a duty 
{which equally regarded the whole. Each deputy to 
the aſſamply would be the repreſentative of France, 


be b all its n of the many and of 727 
CW, 
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few; of the tie and of che poor of the great diſ- 
tricts and of the ſmulli All cheſe diſtricts would 
themſelves de ſubordinate to ſome ſtanding autho- 
rity, exiſting independently of them; an authority 
in which their repreſtntation, and every thing that 
belongs to it, originated; and to which: it, was point - 
ed. 'This'fnding,” unalterable, fundamental go- 
vernment would make, and it is the only thing 

ich could make, that territory truly and properly 
an whole. With us, when we elect popular repre- 
ſentatives; we ſend them to a council, in which each 
man individually is a ſubject, and ſubmitted to a 
government complete-in all its ordinary functions. 


With you the elective aſſembly is the ſovereign, and 


the ſole ſovereign: all the members are therefore 
integral parts of this ſole ſovereignty. But with us 
it is totally different. Wirth us the repreſentative, 
ſeparated from the other parts, èan have no action 


and no exiſtence. The government is the point or 
reference of the” ſeveral members and diſtricts 


df our repreſentation. T his is the center of our 
unity. This government of reference is à truſtet 
for tke whole, and not for the parts. So is the other 


branch of our public council, I mean the houſe; o 


lords. With us the king an the lords are ſeveral 
and joint ſecurities for the equality of each diſtrict, 
each province, each city. When did you heariin 
Great Britain of any province ſuffering from iche 
inequality of its repreſentation; what diſtrict fro 
having. no repreſentation at all? Not only our mo- 
narchy and our peerage ſecure the equality on 
which our unity depends, but it is the ſpirit of the 
houſe of commons itſelf, The very inequality of 

Ms — oh repreſentation, 
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Your | hew conſtitution is th very! reverſe g ours 
in i its 51 and I am aſtoniſhed how AT per- 
bons could. dream of holding out any thing done in 
it as, an example for Great Britain. W you 
re 1s little, or rather no, connection be tyyeeꝝ / the 
lat repreſentative and the firſt l 8 The 
member who goes to the national aſſembly 
hoſen , by. the people, nor accountable ö. to = 
30 ere 1. 4 8 elections before he is. choſen , two 
of magiſtracy i itervene berween him, 
icy aſſembly, ſo as 0 render him, Cy 1 105 
ET of a ſtate, and not the repre- 
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equally with the” worſt into "this _ Patrum. 
Their dottoms are fuppoſed foul, and they muſt go 
into dock to be refirted, Every man who has 
ſcrved in an aſſembly is incligible för two yeats 
after. Juſt as theſe — degin to learn 
their trade, Hke chitndcy- eepers, they” ate diſ. 
ualified for exertifing4t. Superficial, neu petiic 


Nat acquiſition, and interrupted, droniſh broken; 
ill recollection, is to be the deſtined character of all 


your future otverſiors.” Your conſtitution has to 
mich of aloufy to have much of ſenſe i in It. You 
confider N breach of ttuſt in the repreſentative ſo 
principe ally, that you do nor" at all | regatd tte queſ- | 
| tion of hls fitneſs to exeptk it. Fh ln 

This p ur atory interval 18 not ulifavourabli't « a 
Faithleſs Ngo who! may be as 44 Can. 


ren 


| "a himſelf i into a eee ty over the 2 and 
moſt virtuous. As, i in.the end, all the members of this 
elective. Conftitution are equally fugitive, and exiſt 
only f for t r the election, they may be no longer the ſame 
perſons. who had choſen bim, to whom he is 1s to be 
reſponſible when he ſalicits for a renewal of his 
truſt. Jo. call all the (econdary. electors of the 


Commune to account, 18 ridiculous, impratical 
and, ugyuſt; they may. themſelves haye been de- 
ceived in their choice, as the third ſet N electors, 
thoſe of the Department, may be in theirs, | n your 
elections reſponſibility cannot exiſt, 1 4 

Tha legiſlators who framed the antient — 
7 knew that their buſineſs was too arduous to be ac- 

. with no better apparatus than the me- 


taphyſſes of an under- graduate, and the mathe- 
matics 


as 


{ vs ) 
matics and azirhraetic of anexciſeman. They had 
to do with, men, and they, were obliged” to Hudy 
human nature. They had. 10 do with, citizens, 
and they were obliged to ſtudy the « effretz of thoſe 
habits which are. communicated, by the circym- 
ie, of civil. life. Tl hey were ſenſible that che 
en of this ſecond nature on the firſt, pro- 
a new 22 and thence, aroſę many 
r ve amongſt men, according to their birth, 
their gducation, their, profeſſions, the periods of 
their lives, their, reſidence in towns or in the cgun- 
try, their, ſeyeral ways, of acquiring and of fixing 


property, and according to the quality of zh the pro- 
perty itſelf, all which rendered them as ir 1. ſo 


many different ſpecies of animals. From hence they 
thought themſelves obliged, to diſpoſe their citizens | 
into ſuch, claſſes, a agd to place 4 in loch ſitua- 
tions in the ſtate as their peculiar | habits might 
0 2 chem to fill, and to allot to chem fuch ap- 
propriated privileges as might ſecure to them I 
what their ſpecific occalions required, and which | 
might furniſh to. each deſcription Tuch force s 
might protect it in che conflict cauſed by the di- 
verſity of intereſts, that muſt exiſt, and miſt con- 
tend in all complex ſociety: for the legiſlatof wodld 
have” been "aſhamed, that the coarſe huſbatiditiin 
ſhould” well know Fb ro affort and to uſe his 
| ſheep, horſes, and oken, and ſhould have ctiotigh 
a of Coton ſenfe not to abſtract and equalize thei 
all into animals, without providing foreach” Kind" £ 
2 an appropriate fo6d; care, and employment} willi * 
at ihe; the axconomiſt, diſpoſer, and ſhepherd'of his 
own kindred, ſubliriing” himfelf into an airy” meta- 


"Er"  phyficiany” 


= — =—_— * - = — © _ == - 
. "i. od , OT” — "ABR gd, 

, —— : — 2 — 

* — rr A T3 "85 — * ——__ 


_ ES 


— 20 a. 
5 ., FE ** 


A. AR : 
* —4 * 


a argiquity ad the gun 155 
of their powers, and even, ſoared above themſelves. 


It is here that your modern legiſlators Have gone 
| deep i into the negative feries, and ſunk even'below 
their own nothing. As the firſt ſort of legiffators 

attended to the different kinds of citizens, and com- 

bined. them into one commonwealth, the pthers, 

the metaphyſical and alchemiſtical legiſlators, have 
taken the direct contrary courſe. They have at- 

tempted to confound all ſorts of citizens, a8 well 

as they could, into one homogeneous mals z and 

then they divided this their amal ama into a 

number of incoherent republics. ns reduce 

men to looſe, counters merely for the ſake of ſim- 
ple telling, and not to figures whoſe power is to 
ariſe from their place in the table. The elements 
of their own metaphyſics might have taught them 
better leſſons. The troll of their categorical: ta- 
dle might have informed them that there was 
ſſomething elſe. in the intellectual world beſides 
fabſtance and quantity. They might Jearn from 
the catechiſms of metaphyſics that there were 
eight heads more , in every complex delibera- 
tion, which they have nevet thought of, though 
theſe,, of all the ten, are the ſubject on which the 
ill of man can operate any thing at all. 


TD F 
+ Qualitas, Relatio, Actio, Paſſio, Ubi, Quando, Situs, 
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Jo ſar from this. able diſpoſition of ſome of the 
- vid republican legiflatbrs, which follows with a 
ſolicitous accuracy, the moral conditions and pro- 
penſities of men, they have levelled. and cruſnietl 
together all the orders which they foutid; even 
under the coarſe unartificial arrangement of the 
monarchy, in which mode of government the 
claſſing of the citizens is not of ſo much im- 
portanee as in a republic. It: is true, however, 

| mat every ſuch claſſification, if properly 6rdered, 
is good in all forms of government; and compoſes 
a ſtrong barrier againſt the exceſſes of defporiſm, 
as well as it is the neceſſary means of giving effect 
and permanence to a republic. For want of ſome- 
thing of this kind, if the preſent project of a re- 
poblie ſhould fail, all ſecurities to a moderated 
freedom fail- along with it; all the indirect re- 
ſtraints which mitigate deſpotiſm are removed; 
inſomuch that if monarchy ſhould ever again ob- 
tain an entire aſcendency in France, under this or 
under any other dynaſty, it will probably be, if 
not voluntarily tempered at ſetting out, by the 
wiſe and virtuous counſels of the prince the moſt 


4 completely arbitrary power that has ever appear- 
- ed on earth. This Fx to play a moſt — 
N game. l me. ; 
* Finding no ſort of einciple of coherence with 
4 each other in the nature and conſtitution of tlie 
h ſeveral new republics of France, I conſidered wliat 


he cement the legiſlators had provided for them from 
any -extraneous materials; Their confederations, 
their peFacles, their civic feaſts, and their enthu- 
Nene Ltake no notice of; They are nothing but 
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mere tricks ; but tracing £ their policy through their 
Abos, I ink 1 car fdiſtunguiſh the arrange- 
ments by which they propbſe do hold theſe epiib- 
hes together. The firſt, is the confiſcation,” with the 
paper currency annexed to it; the 


cornpulſory 
ſecond; is the ſupreme power of the city of Patis; 


che third, is the general army of the tate! © 
this laſt I Mall referve what I. have to- (ay, un 


come to conſider the army as an head y "ig 2 


As to the operation of the Ron. The, 
—_ currency) merely as 4 keine f. 
cannot deny that theſe, che ode depe ih 
e time com 5 15 
ſort of cement, if their madneſs an 
che management, and in the ew, 7 Fo 
parts together, does not produce a repulfion i in 
envoy -outſet.” But allowing to Ron ſcheme 
ſome coherence” and ſome duration, rs'to 
me, that if, after a while, the confiſcation ſhould not 
be ſbund fufficient to ſupport the paper coinage (as 
T' tin tridrally certain it will not) then, inſtead of 
cementing, it will ad@ iöfinltely to the diffociation, 
dliſtraction, and confulisn of theſe confederate re- 
publics,” both with retation' to each other, and to 
the ſevetal parts within rtiemſelves.” But if the 
*confifeation ſhould fe far ficceed as to [ink the pa- 
per currency, the cement is Sone with the Gel 
tion! In the mean time Its binding force will be 
very uneertain, and it will ſtraiten or relax with 
— — in the credit of the paper. 

One thing only is certain in this ſcheme, which 
un effect ſeemingly collateral, but direct, I have 
Wer in the minds of thoſe who conduct this 

buſineſs; 
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buſineſs apt Son uf pratiucidg an O- 
garchy in every dn fd republics A. paper 
circulation, not founded on any]'real- money de- 

| poſited ar engaged far, amounting, already- to 
four-and-forty, millions Eggliſn money and 
Joan currency, by f Seo of-Fouh: the, place of 
he going ol the kingdom, becoming thyetrby the 
ſubſtance. of ;its revenpe, as well as the medium of 
* Per and cixil intercourſe, muſt put 
1 % ih MEN authority, and inſſuence 
Hh 4 hatſoever it may aſſume, into 
20 of the + manger e Fondyfgra of this 

PAs end 77 zerttza de 

e we fee eel the 3 . 

9 eR it is only the ter of a voluntary dealing. 
He knows 1 e the influence of money 
upon mankind, who, ; — fee. the force af the 
management of of pa ied, concern, which is, ſo 
much more extenſi er and j in its nature {a much 
more Jepending on the” Tine than any of qurs. 
But if x We take into jon the other part eſſen- 
'rially congected vid i Co ic een conſiſts m continu- 
ally drawing c out for. ſale portions of the, confiſcated 
land, this continual Cy ing land for, paper, and 
this mixing, it into circu on) we May, gonceive 
Hmething of the intenſity of its, operarign,,. Ny this 
Ipeans ; the. ſpin of money bing and ſpeculation 
0s ipcg the maſs. of land itſelf, and. Jincarparates 
with it. By this. kind of operation, chat ſpecies af 
0 benen comes (as it were), volatized i it aſſumes 
Fl an uphatural and monſtrous activity, andi thereby 
15 N into che hands, of che ſeyeral nnnagem, 
pee and — Pariſian and provincial, 
q 3 | all 
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a1 the repreſentative of money, and perhaps 4 full 
tenth part of all the land in F rance, which has now 
acquired the worſt and moſt pernicious part of the 
evil of a paper circulation, the greateſt poſſible un- 
certainty in its value. They have reverſed the Lato- 
nian kindneſs to the landed property of Delos, They 
have ſent theirs to be blown about, like the light 
fragments of a wreck, oras.et littora circum, The 
new dealers being all habitually adventurers, and 
without any fixed habits or local predilections, will 
purchaſe to jb out again, as the market of paper, or 
of money, or of land ſhall preſent an advantage. Fot 
though an holy biſhop thinks that W form et will 
derive great advantages from the #* enlightened” 
uſurers who are to purchaſe the church confiſcations, 
I, who am not a good, but an old farmer, with great 
humility beg leave to tell his late lordſhip, that 
uſury is not a tutor of agriculture ; and if the word 
te enlightened” be underſtood according to the 
new dictionary, as it always is in your new ſchools, 
J eannot conceive how a man's not believing 1 in 
God can teach him to cultivate the earth with the 
leaſt of any additional ſkill or encouragement, 
„% Diis immortalibus ſero,“ ſaid an old Roman, 
when he held one handle of the Plough, whilſt 
Death held the other. Though you were to Join 
in the commiſſion all the directots of the two aca- 
demies to the directors of the Caiſt 5 Htenple, one 
old expefienerd peaſant is worth them all. 1 have 
got more information, upon one curiòus and inter- 
eſting branch of huſbandry, in one ſhott con yerſa- 
tion with one Carthuſian monk, than 1 have deriyed 
from a the Bank directors chat I have ever con- 

verſed 


12 
verſed with. However, there is no cauſe far ap- 


prehenſion from the weddling of woney⸗ dealers 
with rural economy, Theſe; :otlemen are too 


wiſe in their generation. At rſt, perhaps, their ; 


tender and ſuſceptible imaginations may be caps 
tivated with the inndcent and unprofitable de- de- 


lights of a paſtoral life ; but in a Iitile time they will, | 
find that agriculture is a trade much more laboti- 


ous, and much leſs lucrative than that which they 


had left. After making its panegyric, they will 
turn their backs on it like their great precurſor and 
prototype. They may, like him, begin by ſinging 
« Beatus ille — but what will be the end? 
| Sic cum lacutus fenerator. Alphius, . 

Jan jam futurus ruſticus 

Omnem relegit idibus pecuniam, 

Querit. calendis ponere: 


They vill cultivate dhe coifſe 4 Beh, under 


the ſacred auſpices of this. prelate, with much 


more profit than its vineyards or its corn-ficlds, 


They will employ their talents according to their 


habits and their intereſts. They will not follow the 
plough whilſt they can direct treaſuries, and” yore 
provinces. 

Your legiſlators, in every thing 00 are e che. 
very firſt who have founded a commonwealth upon 


gaming, and infuſed this ſpirit ! into it as its vital 2 


breath, The great object in theſe politics is to 
metamorphoſe France, fram a great kingdom | into 
one great play- table; to turn its inhabitants into a 
nation of gameſters; to make ſpeculation as gx- 
tenſive as liſe; to mix it with all its concerns; 
and to divert the whole of the hopes and fears of 
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the people: foam, thein uſual channels, inter the im- 
pulſes, paſlions, ant ſupenſtitions of thoſe ho live 
on chances. They Joudly proclaim thair opinion, 
that chis their preſent, ſyſtem oi a republic cannot 

Poſſibly exiſt without this kind of gaming fund, 
rae oe the very thread, ot its life is ſpun out of 
the ſtaple, of theſe; ſpeculations. The old gaming 

in funde was, miſchievuus enough vadoubredly,; 
but it was ſo only to 3 it Esra when. it 
bad its greateſt extenti in the Miſhppi and South 
Sea, it affected but few, 8 here it 
,xxxends further, as in, lotteries, the ſpirit has but a 
ſingle object. But by! bringing the currency of 
gaming into the münuteſt matters, and engaging 

very body in 11; and. in every thing, a more dread- 
ful epidemic diſtemper of that Aud is ſpread than 
e eee in the world. With you a man 
can neither earn nor bay his dinner, vithaut a ſpe- 
culation. What he receives in the morning will not 
per wee wap ir What he is compelled 
anf, debt, wil not be received 
as then fame 1 contract a new One ; 
nor vill be. the ſame hen hy prompt payment he 
. would avid contracting any debt at all. Induſtry 
ruſt xithet away. M qgonomy muſt be driven from 
ohr (coun „Cnteſul provitbon will have no ex- 
iſtence. Whg; will. Iabpur without knowing the 
amguat ß ibis pay? Who wil ſtudy. to encexaſe 
- what, hene can eſtimate ? who will[accumulace, 
ehen he doęs not know the value of hat he ſaves ? 
Af gou-abſtrad it. fromm its uſes in gaming to aceu- 
. mulate your, paper wealth, would be not the provi- 
dence; of ,3 Mag, but the diſtempered inſtinct of a 

Jakdaw. 
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Tut woly melancholy part of the poliey of ſyſte- 
tiahy uuking wi Mdud, df. is this 
chat the all are forced to play, fe car underſtand 


che game j and fewer N ate im cridltibm te all 
themſetves of the kudwledgee Fhe thay (traſt 
be the dupes of the few who" conduct the machine 
of theſe (ſpeculations; What effect it mult have on 
che countrycpevple is viſible. When the peaſaft 
firſt" brings his corn” to market: the 'midgiſtrate in 
che towns obliges him to take rhe aſſignat at par; 
hen lie goes to the ſhop with Almen he finds it 
ſeven per cent. the worſe for croſſing the way. This 
market he will bot readily reſort to again. The 
towynſman can calculate from day to day: not ſo 
the inhabitant of the country. The touns- people 
will be inflamed ! they will force che country-people 
to bring their corn. Reſiſtance will begin, and the 
murders of Paris and St. Dennis my be renewed 
ene eee, 2 1 ole 
What fignifies the empty Sunsets paicl to 
the country by giving it perhaps mote than its ſhare 
in the theory of your n Where have 
you placed the real power over monied and 
landed circulation? Where have you” the 
means of raiſing add falling the yalye: of every 
man's ſreehold. The whole of the power obtained 
by this revolution will ſertle in the towns? among 
che burghers, and the monied directors wid dead 
them. The landed gentleman, the yeomatt, and 
the peaſant have, none of them, habits, or fntli- 
nations, or experience, which can lead tem tb any 
ſhare in this the ſole ſource of power and iuffuence 


now leſt in France. The very nature of chunt fe, 
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the very nature of landed property, in. all the oc- 
cupations, and all the pteaſures they afford, render 
combination and arrangement (the ſole. way of 
procuring and exerting influence) in a manner im- 
poſſible amongſt country- people. Combine them 
by all che art you can, and all the induſtry, they are 
abways diſſolving into individuality. Any ching in 


the nature nb 


amongſt them. Hope, fear, alarm, jealouſy, the 
ephemerous tale that does * buſineſs and dies in 
z day, all cheſe things; which are the reins and 
ſpurs by which leaders check or urge the minds 
of ſollowers, are not eaſily employed, or hardly at 


all, amonꝑſt ſcattered people. They aſſemble, 


they arm, they act with the utmoſt difficulty, and 
at the greateſt charge. Their efforts, if ever they 
can be commenced, cannot be ſuſtained. They 
cannot proceed fyſtemarically, If the country 
gentlemen attempt an influence through the mere 
income of their property, what is it to that of thoſe 
who have ten times their income to ſell, and who can 
ruin their property by bringing their plunder to meet 

it at market. If he wiſhes to mortgage, he falls the 
value of his fand, and raiſes the value of aſſignats. 
He augments the power of his enemy by the very 


means he muſt take to contend with him. The 


country gentlemam therefore, the officer by fea 
and land, the man of liberal views and habits, 
attached to no Pprofeffion, will be as' completely 
excluded from the government of his country as 
if he were legiſlatively proſcrib-d. It is obvious, 
chat in the towns, all the things which confpire 


e Yaard. ane. ts combine * 
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of the money manager and director. In towns 


combination is natural. The habits of burghers; 
their occupations, their diverſion, their buſineſi; 
their idleneſs, continually bring therm into tnurual 
they are always in garriſon; and they come embo- 
died and half. diſciplined” into the hands of - thoſe 


who mean to form them for civil, or for military 


action. Thoſe whoſe operations can take from, 
or add ten per cent. to, the poſſcilions of every 
man in bree ere ene u, 
in France. - 

All theſe ranklwnious —— 
mind, chat if this monſter of à conftitution can 
continue, France will be wholly governed by the 
agitators in corporations, by ſocieties in the towns 
formed of directors of aſſiguats, and truſtees far the 
ſale of church lands, attornies, agents, money job- 
bers, ſpeculators, and adventurers, compoſing an 
ignoble oligarchy founded on the deſtruction of 
the crown, the church, the nobility, and the-people, 


Here end all the deceirful dreams and viſions of 


the equality and rights of men. In * the Serba- 


forbed; ſunk, and loft for ever. 0 
Though human eyes cannot renn cnn 


would be tempted to think ſome great offences in 


France muſt cry to heaven, which has thougiu 
fit to puniſh” it with a ſubjection to a vile aud 
inglorious domination, in which no comfort or 
compenſation is to be found in any, even of thoſe 
falſe ſplendours, which, 1 2. — 
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come iticignarion; at 260030 1971 w we, 
once df gredt tak, ud jt of. get che who, 


deluded Wich tpeci ous names, have engaged in a 
buſitiefs' too deep for the line of their, underſtand- 
ing to fathom; HH have lent their Bair reputation, 
and the authority of their hig gh-lounding names, 
is "the deſig ns of men with e they "cel nat 
be dec, ; and have thereby mag, their ua 
virtues of rate to the f ruin of their. country. 
5 So far as as to.the firſt. cementing principle,... 9 75 
1 

he ſecond material, of cement for their: new re 
public 13. the ſuperiority, of the city of Paris; and 
this 1 4drmit is. ſtrongly connected with the other 
cementing 1 paper circulation and con- 
cation. t is in this part of the project we muſt 
ook for the cauſe of the deſtruction of all the old 
botinds of provinces and juriſdictions, eccleſiaſtical 
and ſecv lar, and the diſſolution of all ancient 
£6 6binatons of things, as well as the farmation 
975 {1 155 fraal unconnefted republics.” The 
power of th e City 'of Paris is evidently one great 
Haig of all the ir Lenin It is, through the 
ower. of ah, 125 come the center and focus 
er jcbbing, 85 "Th at the leaders of this faction di- 
, r rather, ; command the whole legillative and 
the Wuble cz ecutive* government. Every thing 
Yherefort fü be done which can confirti the 
züchörtty t ther city over the other republics. 
Paris is tompakr; ſhe has an enormous ſtrength, 
WEBIFY' Riff proportioned to the force of any .of 
the” As fepublics ;* and this ſtrength is col. 
Acctell and condenſed within a narrow compaſs. 
8 Paris 
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ſtrength: of Parts thus formed, will e 5 
of general weakneſs. It is ; hoalted, tha t.the geo 870 mer 


be : Gaſcons, Picards, Bretons, Normans, ut Freneh 
men, with one country, one heart, and. or pe. alfem- 


bly. But inſtead of being. all F Frene , .the 
greater. likelihood i is, that the inpabitantz. af that 
region will ſhortly have no country. No mag ever 
was attached by a ſenſe of pride, Partiality, or. I 
affection, to a deſcription of ſquare meaſurement. 


* never will glory in ee to ann 
5 | N*.74, 
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© N*9154or to any other badge- ticket. We begin 


dur public affections in our families. No cold re- 
tion is à realous citizen.” We paſs on to our 
neighbourhoods, and our habitual provincial con- 
neQions.” Theſe are imis and reſting places. 
Suck diviſions of our country as have been formed 
by habit, and not by a ſudden jerk of autho- 
rity; were ſo many little images of the great 
oountry in which the heart found ſomething which 
it could fill. The love to the whole is not-extin- 
puiſhed by this ſubordinate partiality. Perhaps it 
is a fort of elemental training to thoſe higher and 
more large regards, by which alone men come to 
be affected, as with their own concern, in the proſ- 
perity of a kingdom ſo extenſive as that of France. 
In that general territory itſelf, as in the old name 
of provinces, the citizens are intereſted; from old 
prejudices and unreaſoned habits, and not on ac- 
count of the geometric properties of its figure. 
The power and preeminence of Paris does cer- 


wainly preſs down and hold theſe republics together, 
as long as it laſts: / But, for the reaſons I have al- 


ready given you, I think it cannot laſt very long. 

+ Paſſing, from the civil creating, and the civil 
cementing principles of this conſtitution, to the 
national aſſembly, which is to appear and act as 
ſovereign, we ſee a body in its conſtitution with 
. eycry. poſſible power, and no poſſible external con- 
troul. We ſee a body without fundamental laws, 


without eſtabliſhed maxims, without reſpected rules 


ol proceeding, which, nothing can keep firm to any 
ſyſtem whatſoeyer, Their idea of tfeir powers is 
always taken at the utmoſt ſtretch of legiſlative com- 
4 568: Mi Petency, 
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and preſerving ſomething of their ſpirit. If poſſible, 


the very fence of 4 Tepublican governmen 


( #7 ) 
the exceptions of the moſt urgent necelity.-- Phe 
future is to be in moſt reſpects like the preſent afſem-- 
bly; but, by the mode of the new elections and the 
tendency of the new circulations, it will be purged of 
therſmal} degree of internal controul- exiſting in a 
minority choſen originally from various intereſts, 


the next aſſembly muſt be worſe than the preſent. 
The'prefent; by deſtroying and altering everything, 
will leave to their ſucceffors apparently nothing po- 
pular to do. They will be rouſed by emulation 
and example to enterpriſes the boldeſt and tie moſt 
abſurd. To ſuppoſe ſuch an — firciig in 
perſeet quierude is ridiculous. 

Tour all-ſufficient legiſlators, in thete hurry to do 
every thing at once, have forgot one that 
ſeems eſſential, and which, I believe, never has 
been, in the theory or the practice, omitted by 

any projector of a republic. They have fotgot to 
cette a Senate, or ſomething of that nature 
and chhracter. Never, befor this time; —— heard 
of 4 body politic compoſed of one legiflative and 
active afſerfibly, and its Executive offiders, without 
ſuch a council; without ſomething to which foreign 
faces might connect themſel des; ſomethitigroWhich, 
in the ordinary derail of government, the people 
could look up; ſomething which rhightgive'a 
bias and ſteadineſs, and — 11 He 


conſiſteney in the proceife of ſtate. Sl 


body kings generally have as 4 cobneiu A mb- 
narchy may exiſt without it; but it ſeemis ti be in 
t. It 


holds 


done towards the formation of an executive power. 


A bs either of its Iines, are not in the 


(a6 


holds a fort. of, middle place between. the ſuprems 


power exerciſed by the people, or immediately de- 
legated from them, and the mere executive. Of 
this there are no traces in your conſtitution i; and in 


providing nothing of this kind, your Solons and 


Numas have, as much as in any thing elſe, diſco- 
vered a ſovereign incapaci g... 
Let us now turn our eyes to what they have 


For chis they have choſen à degraded. King. 
This their firſt executive officer is to be a machine, 
without any ſort of deliberative diſcretion, in any 
one act of his function. At beſt he is but a 
channel to convey to the national afferably, ſuch 
matter as may import chat body to know. If he 
had been made the excluſive channel, the power 


would not have been without its importance ; 


though infinitely perilous to thoſe who would 
chooſe to exerciſe it. But public intelligence and 
ſtatement. of facts may paſs to the aſſembly, with 
equal authenticity, through any other conveyance. 
As to the means, therefore, of giying a direc- 


tion to meaſures by the * a 24 of an autho- 


rized reporter, this. office * FO. 1s. as 
1 
To. conſider D an executive 
officer in its co natural diviſions of civil and 
political In the firſt it muſt be obſerved, that, 
according to the new conſtitution, the higher parts 


king of France is not the fountain of 
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tha has much 4 + M irs faithful om 
ligent performance] boch in the perſn'prefi 
—— ſubotdinates. Means of 505 
forming! this duty eught to be given by aus 
tion; and us towards it ought to be 
infuſed by the ecircumiſtances attendant. on the 
truſt. It ought to be environed with "dignity, 
authority; and conſidtrütidn, and. it ought t9 lead 
to glory: Phe office of vun i ah" MS of 
exertion,” It is not from ttnpotence” we are to ex- 
pect che taſſæs of power. What ſort of perſon' is a 
kiag to command executory ſervice, who' has' 50 
means wharſ6ever to re wurd it? Not in a permanent 
office; not in a grant of land ; no, not in à penſion 
of fiſty pdunds a yeur; inbt in ie vainelt and moſt 
trivial title. In France the king is no more the 
fountain of honout than he is the fountain of juſtice, 
Alh rewards; all diſtinctions are in other hands, 
Thoſe: who ſerve the king can be actuated by no 
natural motive but fear; by a fear of evity thing 
except their maſter. His ſunctions of intetnal co- 
ercion are as odious;' as thõſe which he' exerciſes i in 
the department of juſtice. TF relief is to be given 
0 any "municipality; the” aſſembly gives it. If 
troops ure to be ſent to reduce them to bediente 
to the aſſembly; the king is d execute the order; 
and upon every oœaſion ke is to be fpattered over 
wich the blood Gf his people. He has nb hegarive ; 
yet his nume and authority is uſed to enfo every 
harſh decree; Nay, he muſt 'contur if the butchery 
of thoſe who ſhall attempt to free him from his 
ren — or ſhew the Nighteſt atiHnicat' to 
IA 70 his we UN 23>] 
7 ow 4* Executive 
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an magiſtracy ought to be Canſfitted in 
dich a manner, that thoſe who; compoſet it ſhould 
be diſpoſed to love and te yenerate-thoſe whom 
they are bound to obey. A purpoſet! neglect, or, 
what. is worſe, a literal hut perverſe and malignant 
obedience, muſt be the ruin of che: wiſeſt counſels; 
In vain will the law attempt to anticipate or to 
follow ſuch ſtudied neglects and fraudulent attens 
tions. To make men act zcalouſſy is] not in the 
competence of law. Kings, even ſuch as are 
truly kings; may and ought to bear the freedoni 
of ſubzects that ate obnoxious: to them. They 


may top, without derogating from: themſelves, 


bear even the authority of ſueh perſons if it pro- 
motes their. ſervice. Louis the XIIIch mattally 
hated the cardinal: de Richlieu ; but bis ſupport of 
that miniſter againſt, his rivals was the ſaurce of 
all the glory of. his reign, and the; ſolid · founda · 
tion of his throne itſelf· Louis the X IVch hen 
come to the throne, did not love the cardinal Maza- 
rin; but for his intereſts; he preſeryed him in: power. 
When old, he deteſtrd Loyyois; hut. for years, 
whillt he faithfully ſerved ls greatneſo, he endured 
his perſon, . When George the IId roak Mr. Pitts 
who certainly. was. not agreeable to him into his; 
councils, he. did nothing which could hanble a 
wiſe. ſovereign. But theſe. miaiſters, whe! werey 
choſen. by sais, mot. by affections, acted in the. c 
name of, and in truſt fars; kings and not at their! 
wowed, ;conftituronal; and oſtenſible must I 
think. it impoſſible chat any king, chem haha ra. 
covered his firſt terrors, can cord ally infuſe vi- 
acity and vigour into meaſures which he knows 
U 2 0 
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w be dA by thoſe who he muſt be 
are in the higheft degree ill affected to his perſons 


Will. any miniſters, wh. ferve fach” a ling (or 


whatever he may be called) with but a decent 
appearance of reſpect, cordially obey the orders 


of thoſe whom but the other day in his name they 


had committed to the Baſtile? will they obey the 
orders of thoſe whom, whilft they were exerciſing 
deſpotic juſtice upon them, * they conceived they 
were treating with lenity ; and for whom, in a pri- 
ſon, they thought they had provided an aſylum? 
If you expect ſuch obedience, amongſt your other 
innovations and regenerations, you ought to 
make a revolution in nature, and provide a new 
conſtitution for the human mind. Otherwiſe, your 
ſupreme government cannot harmonize with its 


executory ſyſtem. There are caſes in which we 


cannot take up with names and abſtractions. Tou 
may call half a dozen leading individuals, whom 
we have reaſon to” fear and hate, the nation. It 
makes no other difference, than to make us fear and 
125 em the more. If it had been thought juſ- 

and expedient to make ſuch a revolution 


— ſüch means, and through ſuch perſons, as you 
| have made yours, it would have been more wiſc 


to have compieted the buſmeſs of the fiſth and 


ſixth of October. The new executive officer would 
then owe his ſituation to his real maſters; and he 
might be bound in intereſt, in the ſociety of crime, 
and (if in crimes there could be virtues) in gra- 
titude, to ſerve thoſe who had promoted him to a 
place of great lucre and great ſenſual indulgence ; 


and of-ſoracthing more: For more he muſt have 
| received 
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n : 
received from thoſeſ who certfinly would not have 
Iimited an aggrandized creature, as they ave ao 


a ſubmitting antagoniſt. Wes: 


A king circumſtanced as the preſent; f he b 
tally ftupified by his misfortunes, ſo as to think it 


not the neteſſity, bur the premium and privilege of 


life, to eat and fleep, without any regard to glory, 
never can be fit for the office. If he feels as men 
dorrunonly feel, he muſt be ſenſible, that an office 
ſo cittumſtanced is one in which he can obtain no 
fame of reputation, He has no generous intereft 
that can excite him to action. At beſt; his conduct 
will be paſſive and defenfive. To inferior people 
fuch an office might be matter of honor. But 
to be raiſed to it, and to deſcend to it, are different 
things, and ſuggeſt different ſentiments. Does he 
really name the minifters ? They. will have a ſym- 

pathy with him. Are they forced upon him? The 
whole buſineſs between them and. the nominal 


king will be mutual counteraction. In all other 


countries, the office of miniſters of ſtate is of the 
higheft dignity. In France it is full of peril and 
incapable of glory. Rivals however they will have 
in their nothingneſs, whilſt ſhallow ambition exiſts 
in the world, or the deſire of a miſerable falary i is an 
incentive to ſhort · ſiglited avarice. Thofe competi- 


tors of the miniſters are enabled by your conftitution 


to attack them in their vital parts, whilſt they have 


not che means of repelling their charges in any other 


than the- degrading character of culprits. The 


miniſters of ſtate in France are the only perſons 
in that country who are incapabl 


e of a ſhare in 


the -national- councils. What miniſters! What 
3 x Councils ! 
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| eouncils ! What a Fc EY they are : reſpon» 


"ible! It in A poor ſervite chat is to de had froth 


inry. The. elevation of mind, to 56 de. 
rived from feat; vill never imake a nanu glorious, 
Reſponſibility prevents crimes. It makes all at. 
[rempes' againſt thendaws dangerous. But för a 
principle of active and ealous ſerviceg none but 
idiots could think of it, Is che conduct of a 
var to be truſted ta a man who may abhor its 
Principle ; ho, in every ſtep he may take to 
render jt ſucceſsful, confirms the power of thoſe 
by whom he is oppreſſed? Will foreign ſtates 
ſetiouſly treat wich him who has no prerogattve of 
peace or uur; no, not ſo much as in a fingle vote 
by himmſelf or his miniſters; or by-any one whom 


he can ꝓoſſibly iafluenee. A ſtate of contempt. is 


eren for a Prigee: ha get 18 ur 
once. f 

ok it will is dad, chan theſe e 
— court and executive government will conti- 
nut only throvgh this generation; and that the king 
has been brought to. declare the dauphin ſhall 


be cclucated in conformity to his firuation. If 


he is made to conform to his ſituation; he will 
have n, education at all. His training mult be 
worſe even! than that of an arbitrary monarch. 
If he rads whether he reads or not, ſome good 
or evil genius will tell him his anceſtors were kings. 
Thenecſurard his object muſt be to aſſert him- 
elf, and toca venge his parents. This v0 will fay 
is not is duty. That may bez but it is Nature; 
and whiltt you pique Nature againſt you, you do 
ie mute Duty: * * We —_ 
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af polity, che ſiate nurſes: in itsg boſatof ſot dhe 
pre ſent. a ſource of Ene, perplexityyicieounter- 
action; ĩneſiciency. and decay ii and t preparts the 
means of its final ruin In fborg, Af e nothing 

in the executire force (L vannot call it: a uthoriey) 
that has even an appenrance of vigour, or that has 
the ſmalleſt degree of juſt correſpondence: or fym- 
metry, or amicable relation; with the ſupreme 
power, either as it now exiſts, or as ĩt is planned ſor 
the future government: Lulu one 
Tou have ſottledꝭ by m œοοm n 4s per- 
verted as; the policyy two eſtabliſhments of gu- 
vernment; one real; one fictitious. Both main 
tained at a vaſt expentr; but but the fictitious At, 

J chinky the. greateſt. Such''a' machine as the 
latter is not worth the greaſe of | its Wheel. 
The expence is exorbitant; and neither the 
ſhew e nor the uſe; deſerve the tenth part oſſ the 
charge. Oh l but I don do juſtice u the talerſts 
of the legiſlators. Idon't allow as dug. to 
do, for necefiity. © Their ſcheme of enccutivc force 
was not their choice. Ithis pageantivriuſtꝭ he kept. 

The people would nat conſent to parr irh t. 
Right; L underſtanſllyoul V vu dos In ſpite of your 
grand theories, to ich you would have heaven 
and earth! to bend, you do know how te conform 
yourſelyes to the vature and circumſtances of 
things. But when you were obliged to oonform thus 
far to circumſtances, you ought to have carried 
your ſubmiſſion; farther, and to have made what 
you were obliged to take, a proper inſtrument, 
and uſeſul to its end. That was in your Power. 
For inſtance, | among many others, it was in 
U 4 your 
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your power to leave to your King the right of 
att day What! to leave to the executive 
maꝑiſtrate the moſt dangerous of all prerogatives ? 
F Know none more dangerous; nor any one more 
neceffary to: be ſo truſted. I do not fay that this 
prerogative ought to be truſted to your leingꝭ un- 
leſs he enjoyed other auxiliary truſts along with it, 
which he does not nom hold. But, if he did 
poſſeſs them, hazardous as they are nndoubrediy, 
advantages would ariſe from ſueh conſtitution, mare 
than compenſating the riſque, There is no other 
way of keeping other potentates from intriguing diſ- 
tinctly and perſonally wick the members of your 
aſſembly, from intermeddling ip all your eonterns, 
and ſomenting, in the heart of your country, the 
moſt peruicious of all ſactions 3 factions in ihe in- 
tereſtꝛ and under the direction of foreigu powers. 
From that worſt of evils, thank God; we are ſtill 
ſree. Your ſkill, if you had any, would be well 
employed io find out indirett rorrectives and con- 
trols upun this:peryous tnuſt. If you did not like 
thoſe hie an England we! have choſen, your leaders 
might-hayp-exerted their abilities in contriving bet- 
ner. If it were neceſſary oo enemmpliſy tie conſe- 
quences of {ach an executive government as yours, 
in the management of great affairs, I ſhouksb refer 
you ta the late reporta of M. de Montmorini to the 
national aſſembly, and all the other proceedings re- 
ier to the differences between Great: Beitain and 
Spain It would be treating you — 
San diſreſpect topumt them: out to you. 

} Thear-thas the perſons who are called — 


have ſignified an intention of - refigning their 


"il 4 4 4 Places. 
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places. A ee that they have not 


reſigned long ſince. For the univerſe I would not 
have ſtood in the ſituation in which. they have 


been for. this lat. twelxemonth. . They-widhed web, 


I take it for granted, to the Revolution. Let this 
fact be as it may, they could not, placed as th 

were upon an eminence, though an eminenoe 

humiliation, but be: the firſt to ſee collectively, and 
to ſeci each in his own department, the evils 
which have been produced by that reyolution, In 
every ſtep which they took, or ſorbore to take, 


ihey muſt have felt the degraded ſituation pf their 


country, and -their utter incapacity of ſerving it. 
They are in a ſpecies of ſubordinate ſervitude, in 

which no men before them were ever ſeen. With- 
out confidence. from theit ſovereigu, on whom 
they were forced, or from the aſſembiy who forced 


them upon” him, all the noble functions of their 


office are executed by committees of the affem - 
bly, without any regarck wiatſoe ver to their per- 
fonal, or their official authority. They are to ex- 
ecute, without power ; they art: ta be reſponſible, 
without diſcretion ; they are to deliberate, | with- 
our choice;* In their puzzitd fituation, under two 
ſovereigns, over neither of whom they have any 
influence, they muſt act in fuctr a manner as (in 
effect, whatever they may intend}: ſometimes to 
betray the one, ſometimes the other, and always 
to betray themſelves. Such has been their ſuuua- 
tion; ſuch muſt be the fituation of thoſe WhO 
ſucceed them. I have mut reſpect, and many 
good wiſhes; for Mr. Necker. I am obliged to 
him for attentions; I thought when his enemies 


had 
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bad Anveh — Ken he that his exite 
was 2 ſubject of th rious r 
mulls urbes er totes He is now 


fitting oll che rolns of” ae and of the 
monarchy of France: 
A great deal more might be obſerved on che 
Waage conſtitorion of the executory part of the 
new government; but fatigue muſt give bounds to 
the diſeuſſion of ſubjects, which in themſelves have 
hardly any limits. 
As little genius and td I: te" to pbrecive 
in the plan of judicature fottned by the national 


aſſembly. According to their invariabie courſe, 


the framers of your bonſtitution have begun with 
the utter abolition of the parhaments-. Theſe 
venerable bodies, like the reſt of the old govern- 
ment, ſtood in need of reform, even though there 
ſhould be no change made in che tmonarchy.' They 
required ſeveral more alterations toadaptthem tothe 
ſyſtem of afroe conſtitution. But they had particulars 
in their conſtitution, and thoſe not a few, which de- 
ſerved approbation ſrom the wiſe, Ten poſſeſſed 
one fundamental excellence; they were indepen- 
dent. The moſt doubtful eircumſtanct attendant on 
their office, that at · its being vendible, dontributed 
howeyer to this independency of character. They 
held fur life. Incieed they may be ſaid to haye held 


by inbericance. Rppolnted by the monarch,” they 


were conſidered as nearly out of his power. The 
. 


them only ſhewed rhejr'tadical independence. They 
compoſed permanent bodies politic, conſtituted to 
ae eee and from that corparatr 

conſtitution, 
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conſtirurian,.and, f 
were well calculated to 


bility to the laws. Hite had. ww 5 ; 


ſecure theſe lays in all.the,rexalurians af,humour 
and opinion. They had faved.that;facred: depoſic 
of the country during the reigns of arbicrary-prigces, 
and the ſtruggles of arbitrary factions They kept 


alive the memory and record of che, conſti;uton. 


They were the great ſecurity to private property 
which might be ſaid (when perſonal-libemy had n 
exiſtence) to be, in fact, as well guarded in France 
as in any other country. Whatever is ſupteme 
in a ſtare, ought 1 have, as much. as, poſſible, 
its judicial authority ſo conſtituted as not only not to 
depend upon it, but in ſome ſort to balance it. It 


ought to give a ſecurity to its juſtice! againſt its 


power. It ought to make 8 it were, 
ſomething eXerior. de the diate; 0 an 26 Þice 

_ Theſe parliaments had ſartithed, tot die beſt ger. 
rainly, but ſome gonſiderable cotrecti ve to the xceſ· 
ſes and vices of tho monarchy.: Such an independent 
judicature, was ten times more neceſſary her a de- 
mocracy became the abſolute power of the country. 


In that conſtitution, ,eleive, temporary} local 


judges, ſuch as you kaye contrived, exerciſing their 
dependent functions in a narrow: fociety,: muſt be 
the worſt of all tribugals. In them it will be vain 
to look for. any appearance of jultice::towards 
; ſtrangers, towards the. obvaxique rich;towands the 

minority f routed. parties, tonards all thoſp who 
in 20 te have, ſupported unſucgeſsſul candi- 


gates. It will be impoſſible to keep che new tri- 


e VAT. of the wort. ſpirit of faction, A 


contrivances 
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-  Eontrivances by ballot, we know experimentally; 


( 300 ) 


to be vain and chi to prevent a diſcovery of 
inclinations, Where they may the beſt aner 
the purpoſes of conccalment, they anſwer to pro- 
duce ſuſpicion, and this f is a ſtill c more miſchievous 
caſe of partiality. 1 {tl 5 A104» 

If the parliaments had been —_ inſtead 
& being diſſolved at 10 ruinous a change to the ha- 
tion, they might have ſerved in this new com- 


monwealth, perhaps not preciſely the fame (I de 


purp s as the court and ſenate: of Areopagus did 
thens; that is, as one of tlie Balumces and cot- 
reAtives to the evils of a light and unjuſt demo- 
cracy. Every one knows, that this tribunal was 
the great ſtay of that ſtate; every one knows with 
what care it was upbeld, and with what a relt- 
gious awe it was conſecrated. The parliaments 
were not wholly free from faction, I admit; but 
this evil was exterler and accidental; and not fo 
mueh the vice of their conſtitutidn itſelf, as it 
muſt be in your new eontrivance of ſexennial elet- 
tive Jodicatories. Several Engliſh commend the 
abolition of the old tribunals, as ſuppoſing that 
they determined every thing by bribery and cor- 
ruption. But they Have ſtood the: teſt of mo- 
narchic and republican ſcrutiny. The court was 
welt diſpoſed. to prove corruption on thoſe bodies 
when they were diſſolved in 1771,—Thoſe who 
have again diffolved them would have done the 
fame if they could — but both inquiſtions having 
failed, I conclude, that groſs pecuhiary r 
* have becn rather rare among them, 

It 


not wean afl exact parallet) bat near the fame 


Degen mm. 
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| It would: have bern prident, along” wich the 
parliaments, to preſerve. els , Antient power of 

3 remon ting at leaſt, u upon all 
the decrees of the national aſſembly, as. they did 
vpon thoſe which paſſed in the time of the mo- 


* 
* 
* 


narchy. It: would be a means of ſquaring the c 


caſional decrers of a democracy to ſome'princi 
of general. juriſprudence. . The ruin of the antlene 


democracies was, that they ruled, as you do, by o 
caſional decrees, pſephiſmata. This practice Lon. 


broke in upon the tenour and conſiſtency of the 
laws ; they abated the reſpect of the people cowards 
them; and totally deſtroyed them in the end. 

| Yourveſting the power of remonſtrance, whith, in 
the time of the monarchy, exiſted in the parliament 
of Paris, in your: principal executive officer, whom, 


in ſpite of common ſenſe, you perſevere in calling 


king, is the height of abſurdity. You ought never 
to ſuffer remanſtrance from him who is to execute. 
This is to underſtand neither council nor execu- 
tion; neither authority nor obedience. The perſon 
whom you call king, ought not to have this $ hover, 
or he ought to have more. | 

Tour preſent arrangement is ftricly i licial. 
Inſtead of imitating your monarchy, . ani ſeating 
your, judges on a bench of independence, your 
object is to reduce them to the moſt blind obe= 
dience. As you have changed all things, you 
have invented new principles of order. Vou firſt 
appoint judges, who, I ſuppoſe, are to determine'ac» 
cording to Jaw, and then you let them know, that, 
at ſome. time or other, you intend to give them 
ſome law by which they are to determine; Any ſtu- 
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CE) | 
dies which they have made (if any they Have made) | 
are to be uſeleſs to them. But to ſupply theſe 
ſtudies, they are to he ſ rn to obey It rules, 
orders, and inſtructions; which from time to time 
they are to receive” fromthe national aſſembly. 
Theſe if they ſubmit to; they leave no ground of | 
ba to the ſubject. They become commplere, and 
moſt dangerous inſtruments in the hands of the go- 
verning power; which; in the midſt of 2 cauſe, of 
on the proſpect of it, may wholly chitige' the Take 
of detifion; If theſe orders ef the National Af. 
ſembly come to be contrary to the wilt of the people 
who locally chooſe thoſe judges, fuch confufion muſt: 
happen us is terrible to think of: "For the judges 
owe their place to the local authority; and che 
commands they are ſworn to obey come from thoſe” 
ho have no ſhare in-their appointment. In the 
Chatetet to encourage and guide thern in the eu- 
ereiſo oſ their functions. That court is to try crimi: 
nals ſent to ĩt by the National Aﬀembly, or brought 
beſore it by other : courſes of delaction. They 
fir under a guard, to ſave their own lives. They 
know nat iby what law they judge, nor under what 
authority they tac, nor by what tenure they hold. 
It is though that they are ſometimes obliged to 
condemn at peril of their lives. This id not per-" 
haps certain, nor cart it be aſcertained” but chen 
they aequit, we know they have ſeen the perſons 
| whom: chen diſcharge, wich percker impunity” to 
che actors, hanged at the door of their churt. 
The aſſembly indeed protmiſes that they item 
a body of law, which-ſhalb be-ſhorty ſiple, clear 
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- and ſo forth. . That js, by qheir, Mort laws, they 
| will. leave much to; the, diſeretion of the judges 
whilſt they have exploded/the! authority of all che 
learning which. could make. judicial. diſaretion. (a 
thing perilous at belly deſeparg the ebene 
a ſound diſcretiou. 791ly on zinidul 720 i HF 
It is gurious to obſerve, that the adminiſtyatiue 
6 8 i carefully exempted from the juriſdiction 
theſe new tribunals. , That is, thoſe perſons are 
DIRT from. the power of the laws, who ought 
ta be the malt entirely ſubmitted to them Thoſe 
who execute puhlic pecuniary truſts, ought of all 
men to, be; the moſt ſtrictiy held to their duty. 
One would haye thought, that it muſt have been i 
among your, carlieſt cares, if you did not mean | yl; 
that | thoſe, adminiſtrative bodies ſhould be real | 1 
ſovercign independent ſtates, to form an Auf 
tribunal, like your, late parliaments, „ur lie 
our king's-bench, where all. corporate officers 
might . obtain protection in the legal exerciſe of 1 

their functions, and would 1:figd \caetcion if they | 
treſpaſſed ,, againſt, their legal duty. But the 1 
cauſe of the exemption is plain. Theſe ad- 
miniſtrative bodies are th grxat inſtrumentsꝰ of | 
the preſent. leaders in tis gran e 
cracy to oligarchy. They mut thereforeo be pu 
aboye the law. It will be — 
bunals which you have made are unſit to chere 
them. They are undoubtedly. They are unit for” 
any rational purpoſe. It will be ſaid doo, , 
adminiſtrative bodies will be accountable to the 

neral aſſembly. This I. fear is — 
moch conſtderatiom of dene of that aſſem- 
Soc - 5 bly 
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bly er of cheſe corporations. However, W be 


ſubject to the pleaſure of that aſſembly, is not 
to be N —— or * 

Hs more: —— len diſpaped! in 8 con- 
ſtitution of your army than what is diſcoverable in 


your plan of judicature? The able arrangement of 


this part is the more difficult, and requires the 
greater {kill and attention, nat only as 2 great con- 
cern in itſelf, but as it is the third cementing prin- 
ciple in the new body of republicks, which you call 
the French nation. Truly it is not eaſy to divine 
what that army may become at laſt. Lou have 


voted a very large one, and on good appointments, 


at leaſt fully equal to your apparent means of pay- 


ment. But what is the principle of its diſcipline? 


or whom. is: it to obey ? Lou have got the wolf by 
the ears, and I wiſh'you joy of the happy poſition in 


which you have choſen to place yourſelves, and in 


which you are well circumftanced for a free delibe- 
ration, relatively to that army, or to any thing elſe. - 
The minifter and fetretary of ſtate for the war 
nt, is M. de la Tour du Pin. This gen- 


tleman; like his colleagues in adminiftration, is a 


moſt zealous affertor of the revolution, andi a ſan · 


gulne admirer of the new conſtitution, which ori- 
ginated in that event. His ſtatement of facts, re- 


lative to the military of France, is important, not 
only from his official and perfonal authority, but 


becauſe it diſplays very ckearly the actual condi- 


tion of the army in France, and becauſe it throws 
proceeds in the adminiſtration of this critical 
, | 5 object. 


4 
object. It may enable us to form ſome judg- 
ment how far it may be expedient in chis country 
to imitate the martial pohey of Francs: 

M. de la Tour du Pin, on the 4th of laſt June, 
comes to give an account of the ſtate of his depart- 
ment, as it exiſts under the auſpices of the national 
aſſembly. No man knows it fo well; no man 
can expreſs it better. Addreſſing himſelf to 
the National Aſſembly, he ſays, His Majeſty” 
e has this day ſent me to apprize you of the mul- 
« tiplied 'difarders of which every day he receives 
te the moſt diſtreſſing intelligence. The army 
« (le corps militaire) threatens to fall into the moſt 
turbulent anarchy. Entire regiments have dared 
« to violate at once the reſpect due to the laws, 
* to the King, to the order eſtabliſned by your 
ce decrees, and to the oaths which they have taken 
ce with the moſt awful ſolemnity. Compelled by 
my duty to give you information of theſe ex- 
« ceſſes, my heart bleeds when I conſider who they 
« are that have committed them. Thoſe, againſt 
« whom it is not in my power to withhold. the 
« moſt grievous complaints, are a part of that 
te very ſoldiery which to this day have been ſo 
* full af honour and loyalty, and with whom, for 
« fifty years, I have 11 the comrade and the 
“friend. 

« What incomprehenſible Piri of 3 nd. | 
« deluſion'has all at once led them aſtray ? Whilſt 
you are indefatigable in eſtabliſhing uniformity in 
* the empire; and moulding the whole into one co- 
herent and conſiſtent body; whilſt the French are 


taught by you, at once the reſpect which the 
6 | 3 ce laws 


C1 TJ 


te Jaws owe to the rights of man, and that whicłt 
« the citizens 'owe to the laws, the adminiſtration. 
ce of the army preſents nothing but diſturbance and 
© confuſion. I ſee in more than one corps the 
« bonds of diſcipline relaxed or broken; the moſt 
tc unheard- of pretenſions avowed directly and with- 
* gut any difguiſe ; the ordinances without force; 
«© the chiefs without authority; the military cheſt 
and the colours carried off; the àuthority of P 
« the King himſelf [7iſum reneatis] proudly de- A 
« fied; the officers deſpiſed, degraded, threatened, c 
« driven away, and ſome of them priſoners in the ta 
« midſt of their corps, dragging on a precarious life Ka 

fo 


e jn the boſom of diſguſt and humiliation. To fill 
« up the meaſure of all theſe horrors, the com- 


te mandants of places have had their throats cut, in 
ce under the eyes, and almoſt in the arms of their Po 
« On foldtess. bi 
« Theſe evils are great; but they are not the ve 
* worſt conſequences which may be produced by th 
© ſuch military inſurrections. Sooner or later they m 
« may menace the nation itſelf. The nature of 
* things requires, that the army ſhould never act ref 
« bur as an inſtrumeut. The moment that, erect- M. 
« ing itſelf into a deliberative body, it ſhall act late 
according to its own reſolutions, the govern- the 
ment, be it what it may, will immediately degene- qu1 
te rate into a military democracy; a ſpecies of poli- add 
« tical monſter, which has always ended by de- wel 
« youring thoſe who have produced it. pre; 
After all this, who muſt not be alarmed Prac 
«ar the irregular confultacions, and turbulent fold 
« committees, formed in lome regiments by the Tecc 
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oy common Goldie. and non- commi ;Moried of- 
« ficers, without the, knowledge, or even in 
* contempt of the authority of their ſuperi- 
© ors; although the preſence and concurrence of 
« thoſe ſuperiors: could give no authority to ſuch 
o monſtrous democratic aſſemblies [comices. ] , 

It is not neceſſary to add much to this Aaiſhed 
picture: finiſhed. as far as its canvas admits ; but, 
as I-apprehend, not taking in the whole of the na- 
ture and complexity of the diſorders of this mili- 
tary democracy, which, the miniſter at war truly 
and wiſely. . obſerves, wherever it exiſts, muſt 
be the true conſtitution of the ſtate, by whatever 
formal appellation it may paſs. For, though he 
informs the aſſembly, that the more conſiderable 
part of the army have not caſt off their obedience; 
but are ſtill attached to their duty, yet thoſe tra- 
vellers who have ſeen the corps whoſe conduct is 
the beſt, rather obſerve in them the abſence of 
mutiny than the exiſtence of diſcipline. 

I cannot help pauſing here for a moment, to 
reflect upon the expreſſions of ſurpriſe which this 
Miaiſter has let fall, relative to the exceſſes he re- 
lates. To him the departure of the troops from 
their antient principles of loyalty and honour ſeems 
quite inconceivable. Surely thoſe to whom, he 
addreſſes himſelf know the cauſes of it but too 
well. They know the doctrines which they have 
preached, the decrees which they have paſſed, the 
practices which they have countenanced; The 
ſoldiers remember the 6th of October. Ther 
recollect the French guards. They have not for- 
got the raking of the King's caſtles in Paris, . 
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at Marſeilles. That t they murdered, with patty, 
the governors in both places, has not paſſed out of 
their minds. They do not abandon the principles 
laid down ſo oſtentatiouſſy and laboriouſly of the 
equality of men. They cannot ſhut their eyes to 
the degradation of the whole nobleſſe of France; 
and the ſuppreſſion of the very idea of a gentle- 
man. The total abolition of titles and diſtinctions 
is not loſt upon them. But Mr. du Pin is afto- 
niſhed- at their diſloyalty, when the doors of the 
aſſembly have taught, them at the ſame time the 
reſpect due to laws. | It is eaſy to judge which of 
the two ſorts of leſſons men with arms in their 
hands are likely to-learn. As to the authority of 
the King, we may collect from the miniſter him- 
ſelf (if any argument on that head were not quite 
ſuperfluous) that it is not of more conſideration 
with theſe troops, than it is with every body elſe. 
e The King,” ſays he, © has over and over again 
repeated his orders to put a ſtop to theſe exceſſes: 
but, in ſo terrible a crifis your [the afſembly's] 
concurrence is become indiſpenſably neceſſary to 
prevent the evils which menace the ſtate. You 
unite to the force of the legiflative power, that 
of opinion {till more Important. ” To be ſure | 
the army can have no opinion of the power or 1 
authority of the king. Perhaps the ſoldier has 


by this time learned, that the aſſembly itſelf does 95 
not enjoy a much greater degree of liberty than 1 
that royal figure. in 

It is now to be ſeen what has been propoſed in a 
this exigency, one of the greateſt that can happen pl 
in a ſtate, The Miniſter requeſts the aſſembly ol 
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to array itſelf in all its terrors, and to call forth 
all i its majeſty, He deſires that the grave and ſe- 
vere, principles announced by them may give vi- 
gour to the King's proclamation. After this we 
ſhould have looked for courts civil and martial; 
breaking of ſome corps, decimating others, and all 
the terrible means which neceſſity has employed i in 
ſuch caſes to arreſt the progreſs of the moſt terrible 
of all evils; particularly, one might expect, that a 
ſerious inquiry would-be made into the murder of 
commandants in the view of their ſoldiers. Not one 
word of all this, or of any thing like it. After they 
had been told that the ſoldiefy trampled upon tlie 
decrees of the aſſembly promulgated by the King, 
the aſſembly paſs new decrees; and they authoriſe 
the King to make new proclamations. After the 
Secretary at War had ſtated that the regiments had 
paid no regard to oaths pretes: avec la plus impo- 
ſante ſolemnite —they propoſe — what? More oaths. 

They renew decrees and proclamations as they ex- 
perience their inſufficiency, and they multiply oaths 
ia proportion as they weaken, in the minds of men, 
the ſanctions of religion. I hope that handy 
abridgments of the excellent. ſermons of ' Voltaire, 
d Alembert, Diderot, and Helvetius, on the Im- 
mortality of the Soul, on a particular ſuperintend - 
ing Providence, and on a Future State of Rewards 
and Puniſhments, are ſent down to the ſoldiers along 
with their civic oaths. Of this I have no doubt ; 
as I underſtand, that a certain deſcription of read- 
ing makes no inconſiderable - part of their mili- 
tary exerciſes, and that they are full as well fup- 
plied with the ammunition of pamphlets as of ar- 
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To prevent the miſchiefs ariſi ing from conſpira. 
eies, irtegular cönfltatlöfts, ſeditious committees, 
and meüftros democratic aſſemblies 25 comitia, 
'comices']' of the ' ſoldiers, and all the diſorders 
ariſing from idleneſs, Wee, diſſipation. and 1 In- 
ſubordination, 1 delle the moſt oniſhing 1 means 
have been vſed, that ever occurred to men, eyen in 
all the inventions of this prolific age. Ir is no leſs 
than'this :=The King has promulgated in circular 
letters to all the regiments his direct authority 
and encouragement, that the ſeveral corps ſhould 
join themſelves with the clubs and confedera- 
tions in the ſeveral municipalities, and mix with 
them in their feaſts and civic entertainments! This 
jolly diſcipline, it ſeems, is to ſoften the ferocity of 
their minds; to reconcile them to their bottle com- 
panions of other deſcriptions ; and to merge par- 
ticular ' conſpiracies in more general aſſociations “. 


That this remedy would be pleaſing to the ſoldiers, _ 
as they are deſcribed by Mr. de la Tour du Pin, 1 


can reudily believe; and that, however mutinous 


otherwiſe; they will dutifully ſubmit themſelves 


to theſe royal proclamations. But I ſhould queſ- 
tion whether all this Givic ſweating, clubbing, and 
ſealting, would diſpoſe thern more than ar pref, ent 
they” are 3 to an obedience to their off 


3. * CR My Majeſle | 1 4 reconnu, non une ys duſd- 
ciations particulières, mais une 1Eunion de volontés de tous les 

rangois pour la libertẽ et la-proſperits commun:s,, ainſi pour 
le maintien de l'ordre publique; il a penſe qu il convenoit que 
thaque regiment prit part a ces {eres civiques pour multiplier les 
rapports, et referrer les liens d' union entre les citoyens et les 
Voupgt. Leſt L. ſhould not be credited, I inſert the würds, 
| authoriſiog the. troops to feat with the * confederacies. 
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cets; br reach them. better to ſubmit eo dhe auſtere 
rules f military diſcipline. a will, make. them 
c 


| admirable! citizens after che ench mode, but 
not quite ſo good ſoldiers after. any mode. A 
doubt might well ariſe, whether che F 
at theſe good tables, would fit them a great deal 
the better for the character of mere inffruments, 
which this veteran officer and ſtateſman juſtly ob- 
ſerves, the nature. of things always n an 
army to be. 
Concerning the likelihood of this i ren 
in diſcipline, by the free converſation of che ſol- 


diers. with the municipal feſtive. ſocieties, which 


is thus officially encouraged. by royal authority and 
ſanction, we may judge by the ſtate of the mu- 


nicipalities themſelves, furniſhed to us by the war 
miniſter in this very ſpeech. He conceives good 
hopes of the ſucceſs of his endeavours towards re- 
ſtoring order for the preſent from the good diſpoſi- 
tion of certain regiments; but he fincis ſomething 
cloudy with regard to the future. As to preventing 
che return of confuſion 4 for this, the adminiſtra- 
« tion (lays he) gannot be anſyerable to vou, a8 
“ Jong as they ſee the municipalities arrogate to 

* themſelves an authority over the troops, which 
& your inſtitutions have reſerved wholly io the mo- 
* narch. You have fixed the limits of the military 
L authority and the municipal authority. You 
have bounded the action, which you have per- 
<« mitted to the latter over the former, to the right 


0 of requiſition ; but never did the letter or the 


4 ſpirit of your decrees authoriſe the commons in 
* cheſe municipalities to break the officers, to try 
EL X 4 * . 
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s them; to give orders to the ſoldiers, to drive 
« them from the poſts committed to their guard, to 
« ſtop them in their marches ordered by the King, 
or, in a word, to enſlave the troops to the caprice 
« of each of the cities or even market towns 
through which they are to paſs.” 5,49 

Such is the character and diſpoſition of che-m mu- 
nicipal ſociety which is to reclaim the ſoldiety, to 
bring them back to the true principles of military 
fubordination, and to render them machines in the 
hands of the ſupreme power of the country! Such 
are the diſtempers of the French troops l Such is 
their cure! As the army is, ſo is the navy, The 
municipalities ſuperſede the orders of the aſſem- 
bly, and the ſeamen in their turn ſuperſede the or- 
ders of the municipalities. From my heart ] pity 
the condition of a reſpectable ſervant of the public, 
like this war miniſter, obliged in his old age to 
pledge the aſſembly in their civic cups, and to 
enter with an hoary head into all the fantaſtick 
vagaries of theſe juvenile politicians. Such 
ſchemes ate not like propoſitions coming from a 
man of fifty years wear and tear amongſt man- 
kind. They ſeem rather ſuch as ought to be 
expected from thoſe grand compounders in poli- 
ties, who ſhorten the road to their degrees in the 
ſtate; and have a certain inward fanatical aſſurance 
and illumination upon all ſubjects; upon the ere- 
dit of which one of their doctors has thought fit, 
with great applauſe, and greater ſucceſs, to caution 
the afſembly not to attend to old men, or to any 
perſons who valued themſelves upon their. experi- 
encc. Ker post all the miniſters of ſtate muſt qua- 
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lify, and take this teſt ; wholly abjuring the errors \ 
and hereſies of -experience-andobſeryation;; Every = 
man has his own reliſn. But I think, af I could 
not attain to the wiſdom, I would at leaſt preſerve 
ſomething, of the ſtiff and peremptory! dignity ot 
age, Theſe gentlemen-deal in regeneration ; but 
at any price J ſhould hardly yield my rigid fibres 
to be regenerated by them; nor begin, in my 
grand climacteric, to ſquall in their new accents, 
or to ſtammer, in my ſecond cradle, the elemental 
ſounds. of their barbarous metaphyſics. Si 14 mibi 
der gere ene et in N 
valde recuſem 
The iobecilicy of any part of the puerile and 
pedantic ſyſtem, which they call a conſtitution, Can« 
not be laid open without diſcovering the utter in- 
ſufficiency | and miſchief of every other part with 
which it comes in contact, or that bears any the 
remoteſt relation to it. Lou cannot propoſe a re- 
medy for the incompetence of the crown, without 
diſplaying the debility of the aſſembly.) Vou cannot 
deliberate on the confuſion of the army of the ſtate, 
without diſcloſing the worſe diſorders of the armed 
municipalities, The military lays open the civil, 
and the civil betrays the military anarchy. I with 
every body carefully to peruſe: the eloquent ſpeech 
(ſuch it is) of Monſ. de la Tour du Pin. He attri- 
butes the ſalvation of the municipalities to the good 
behaviour of ſome of tke troops. Theſe troops are to 
| preſcrve the well-diſpoſed part of thoſe municipali- 
| ties, which is confeſſed to be the weakeſt, from the 
pillage of the worſt diſpoſed, which is the ſtrongeſt. 
But the municipalities affect a ſovereignty, and 
| | - will 
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8 855 ir them.” T 2 8 iy by hs neceſ- 
55 their ſituatiog, 1 0 by re Pope ers 
ey 7 hay e obtained, muſt, with 00 10 miti- 
ry, be t the Ae. or the ſervants, 0 or the confe- 
1 each ſuceelſiyely ;, or they mult make a 

1 eof alk together, according t to circumſtances. 
What government 3 is there to coerce the army but 


Be ee or the municipality but the ar- 
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? To preſerve « concord where authority is ex- 
. at the hazard of all conſequences, the 
A mbly attempts to cure the diſtempers by the 
iſtem ; themſelves ; ; and they hope to preſerve 
them e es es from a purely military democracy, by 
giving 1 z debauched 1 intereſt in the municipa.. © 
giving it à de 7 P 
If the ſoldiers once come to mix for any time in 
the "municipal clubs, cabals, and confederacies, an 
ele ive 1 8 wil draw them to the loweſt and 
pant cl crate pa With them will be their ha- 
ng feiere, Fog ſympathies. The militaty'con- 
ir are to be remedied by civic confe- 
raC1es ; fie rebellious | municipalities, which are to 
be rendered obedient by furniſhing them with the 
means 9 ſeducing the very armies of the ſtate tHar 
Ire to Keep them in order; all theſe chimeras of 


Ar 


2: monſtrous and Portentous policy, muſt aggravate 
"coafufionis from which they have ariſen. There 
maſt! be blood. The want of common jodgtnent 
Thaniferte in "the conſtruction of all heir deſcrip- 
ie of foreck, and in all their kinds of civil and 

3 dick Authorities, will make it flow: © Diſorders 
may be quiered in one time and in one part. 
NOR: - They 
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Th ill break out in others 
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mixing ee foldiers 'w with, editious c 
muſt weaken ſtill more and m oore th e a Rai 200” 
nection of ſoldiers with their T. Ig AS WE wal 1 20 | 
military, and mutinous audacity to turhule ent arti- 
ficers and peaſants. To lecute a real arm 22 
officer ſhould be firſt and laſt i in the 42 
ſoldier; Hrſt and laſt in his attention, o ervanc! 
and eſteem. ' Officers it ſeems there are to 5 
whoſe chief qualification | muſt be temper. and 
patience. They are to manage their troops 
electioneering arts. They muſt bear themſelyes 
as candidates not as, commanders. . But as 
ſuch means power may be occaſionally in their 
hands, the authority by which they are to be 10 
nated becomes of high 1 importance. Er 
What you may do finally, does not OY 
nor 1s it of much moment, whilſt the : Rtrange a 1 
contradictory relation between your | army and all 
the parts of your republic, as well as che puzzled 
relation of thoſe parts to, each other and to the 
whole, remain as they are. ou fem t to aye 
given the proviſional. nomination of the officer 
in the firſt inſtance, to the king, with a reſerve 'of 
approbation by the National Aſfembiy. en 'who 
have an intereſt to purſue are extremel fagacious 
10 diſcovering the true ſeat of power, The 12 1 
ſoon. perceive that thoſe who can negative 
nitely, in reality appoint. The officers, muſt the 
fore look to their intrigues in that aſſembly, as 1 
ſole certain road to promotion. Still, howeyer, bo 
your new conſtitution they muſt begin their poli- 
citation 
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citation at court. This double negotiation for mi- 
litary rank. ems to me a contrivance as well 
adapted, as if it were ſtudied for no ther end; to 
promote faction in the aſſembly itſelf, relatiye ta this 
vaſt military patronage; and then, to poiſon the 
corps of officers, with factions. of a nature ſtill 
more dangerous to the ſafety of 2 
5 any bottom on which it can be, placed, 
and deſtructive in the end to the efficiency 
of the army itſelf. Thoſe officers, who loſe 
the promoxions intended for them by the crown, 
muſt become of a faction oppoſite to that of the 
aſſembly which has rejected their claims, and 
muſt nouriſh diſcontents in the heart of the 
army againſt the ruling powers. Thoſe officers, 
on the other hand, who, by carrying their point 
through an intereſt in the aſſembly, feel themſelves 
to. be at beſt only ſecond in the good- will of the 
crown, though firſt in that of the aſſembly, muſt 
light an authority which would not advance, and 
could not retard their promotion. If to avoid theſe 
evils, you will. have no other rule for command or 
promotion than ſeniority, you will have an army of 
formality; at the ſame. time it will become more 
independent, and more of a military republic. 
Not they but the king is the machine. A king is 
not to he depoſed by halves. If he is not every 
thing in the command of an army, he is nothing. 
What is the effect of a power placed nominally 
at the head of the army, who to that army is no 
- object of gratitude, or of fear? Such a cypher is 
not fit for the adminiſtration of an object, of all 
things the moſt delicate, the ſupreme command.of 

military 


— as Mao 


Wc 37 5 ne he cd 
tailitary men. "They muſt be conftrained (and 


their inclinations lead them to what their neceſſi- 


ties require) by a real, vigorous, effective, decided, 
perſonal authority. The authority of the aſ- 
ſembly itſelf ſuffers by paſſing through ſuch a de- 
bilitating channel as they have choſen. The army 
will not long look to an aſſembly acting through 
the organ of falſe ſhew, and palpable impoſition. 
They will not ſeriouſly yield obedience to a pri- 


ſoner. They will either deſpiſe a pageant, or they 
will pity a captive king. This relation of your 


army to the crown will, if I am not greatly miſ- 
taken, become a ſerious dilemma in your poli- 
tics. 

It is beſides to be conſidered, whether: an aſſem- 
bly like yours, even ſuppoſing that it was in poſſeſ- 
ſion of another ſort of organ through which its or- 
ders were to paſs, is fit for promoting the obedience 
and diſcipline of an army. It is known, that ar- 
mies have hitherto yielded a very precarious and 


uncertain obedience to any ſenate, or popular autho- 


rity ; and they will leaſt of all yield it to an aſſembly 


which is to have only a continuance of two years. 


The officers muſt totally loſe the charaQteriſtic diſ- 
poſition of military men, if they ſee with perfect 
ſubmiſſion and due admiration, the: dominion 'of 
pleaders; eſpecially when they find, that they have a 
new court to pay to an endleſs ſucceſſion of thoſe 
pleaders, whoſe military policy, and the genius of 
whoſe command (if they ſhould have any) mut 
be as uncertain as their duration is tranſieht. In 
the weakneſs of one kind of authority, and in 


the fludtuation * all, the officers of an army will 


remain 
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remain for ſome titne mutinous and full of fies 
ton; utrtif ſome popular! general, who underſtands 
the art of conethating the ſoldiery, and who poſſeſſes 
the true ſpirit of command, ſhall draw the eyes of 
alt men upon imſelk. Armies will obey him on 
his perſonal account. There is no other way of 
ſecuring military obedience in this ſtare of things. 
But the moment in which that event ſhall happen, 
the perſon who really commands the army i is your 
maſter; the maſter (that is little) of your king, 
the maſter of your aſſembly, the maſter of | f your 
whole feptiblic. SHDN 
"How came the aſſembly by their preſent power 
over the army? Chiefly, to be ſure, by debauch- 
ing the ſoldiers from their officers. They have 
begun by a moſt terrible operation. They have 
touched the central point, about which the par- 
ticles that compoſe armies are at repoſe. They have 
deſtroyed the principle of obedience in the great 
eſſential critical link between the officer and the 
foldier, juſt where'the chain of military ſubordina- 
tion commences, and on which the whole of that 
ſyſtem depends. The ſoldier is told; he is a ci- 
ten, and has the rights of man and citizen. 
The right'of a man, he is told, is to be his own go- 
vernor, and to be ruled only by thoſe to whom 
he gellgater that ſelf-government. It is very na- 
tural lie ſhobld think, that he ought moſt of all to 
Rad bis choice where he is to yield the greateſt 
degree Bf obedience. He will therefore, in all pro- 
Kahitire, ematically do, what he does at preſent 
Scchfiohäll y; that is, he will exerciſe at leaſt a nega- 
wü iu dhe choice of his officers. At preſent the 
- officers 
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officers arg known at beſt to be ny permiſſver and 
on their. good behaviour. In fag, there have bees , 
many;jotances in which they have. been, caliered. 
by their corps. Here is g, ſecond, negative on the. 
choice of the king; a negative aseffeftual ar leaſt as. 
the other of the aſſembly. ; The, ſoldigrs,know, al- 
. ready that! it has been a queſtion, not ll received, 
in, the national, aſſembly, v hether they ought, not: 
to have; the direct choice of their officers, ot ame. 
proportion ot them? When ſuch; matters are in 
ration, it is no extravagant ſuppoſition that 
they will incline to the opinion moſt favourable. to 
their pretenſions. They will; not bear, tobe 
deemed che army of an impriſoned, King, whilk- 
another army in the ſame country, with Whom 
ioo they are to feaſt and confederate, is to he co 
ſidered, as the free army of a free conſtution, 
- They will caſt, their eyes on the /other,-and;npare. 
permanent army; I mean the municipal. That 
corps, they well know, does actually elect it 
own officers. They may not be able 60 dilcera 
the grounds of diſtinction on which they, are hot to 
elect a Marquis de la Fayette (or what is bis new 
name) of their own? If this election of a 3 | 
in chief be a part of the rights of men, hy nat of 
theirs, They ſe clective juſtices of peace, electiee 
judges, elective curates, elective biſhops, cleftive 
municipalities, and electire commanders of the; Pa, 
riſian army. Why ſhould they alone be excluded ? 
Arc the brave troops of France the only men in chat 
pation who are not the fit judges. of, military 
merit, and of the qualifications, neceſſary, for a 
ee in chief? Are they paid 5 a" 
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5. 10 they thereſote loſe che rights of men? 
They are a part of ehaunirienabemnſeInec,and none 
tribute to that pay. And is not the king, as not 
che national aſſembly, and are not all who elect the 
national aſſembly, lixcwiſe paid? Inſtead of ſeeing 
all theſe forfeit their 1 ights, by their receiving a 
ſalaryn they perceive that in all. cheſe, caſes a ſalary - 
is given forthe. exerciſe of thoſe. rights. Alh your 
reſolutions, all your proceedings, all your debates, 
all the works of your doctors in religion and po- 
litics, have induſtriouſiꝝ been put into theit hands: 
and you expect that they will apply to their own 
caſe juſt as much ene and examples 
as ſuits your pltaforess onοννοοοον̃ Hitf⁰fνν⁰¹i] 
Every thing depends wpart in, in ſuch a 
govrrnment as yours; for you have induſtriouſiy 
deſtroyed all the opinions, and prejudices; and, as 
far as in you lay, all the inſtincts which ſupport go- 
vernment. T Herefore the moment any difference 
ariſes between your national aſſembiy and any - - 
part of the nation, you muſt have recourſe ta ſorce. 
Nothing elſe is left to yon; or rather you have 
left nothing elſe to yourſelves. Lou ſee by the 
report of your war miniſter,” that the diſtribution 
of the army is in a great meaſure made with a 
view of internal coeiriba d. Lou muſt rule by 
an army; and you have infuſed: into that army. 
by which you rule, as well as into the hole body 
of the nation, principles which after a time muſt 
diſable you in the EIN n ba N 1 


9 ce Fang, 30 Jaiy, 1550. Atendle Natiovale, | 
Numero 210. 3 . 


* 3. 


\% % . 
. . 4 1 Tt 


The 


6) 


The king is to call dut eroopt tb act againſt his 


people, When the world has been told und the 
aſſertion is ſtill ringing in our cars, that” troops 
ought not to fire on citizens. © The volonies aſſeft 
to themſelves to an independent conſtitution and u 
free trade. They muſt be conſtrained by troops. 


In what chapter of your code of the rights 6f men 


are they able to read, that it is a part of the flights 
of men to have their commerce monopollzed and 
reſtrained for the benefit of others. As the co. 
loniſts riſe on you, the negroes riſe on them. 
Troops again Maſſacre, torture, hanging! Theſe 
are 'your Tights of men! Theſe are the fruits 


of metaphyſic declarations wantonly made, and 


ſhamefully retracted! It was but the other 
day that the farmers of land in one of your 
provinces refuſed to pay ſome ſorts of rents 
to the lord of the foil. In conſequence of this 
you decree, that the country people ſhall pay all 
rents and dues, except thoſe which as grievances 
you have aboliſhed; and if they refuſe, then you 
order the king to march troops againſt them. 
You lay down metaphyſic propoſitions which 
infer univerſal conſequences, and then yau attempt 
to limit logie by deſpotiſm. The leaders of the 
preſent ſyſtem tell them of their rights; as men, to 
take fortreſſes; to murder guards, to ſeize on . 


without the leaſt appearance of authority even 
from the aſſembly, whilſt; as the ſovereign legiſla- 


tive body, chat aſſernbly was ſitting in the name of 
the nation — and yet thefe leaders prefume to order 
out the troops, which have acted in theſe very 
ſeeders, to coerce thoſe who ſhall judge on the © 

S principles, 


nl 
> mn 
9 
| 
9 


—— —— 


— — - 


—  —— ——'ʒ — 
=p 


— 


— <<. — & 
4 * 
33 G - q = 3 - 
= . ˙¹ä . {PRC _——_—— ———_— % 
— : 
* 


— = 


: 
* 
= 
i] 
Wl 
| 
o 
1 4 
4 
© 
= 
"= 
Bj 
y 
$4 0 
- 
8] 
. C 
4; 
: WS 
* 
YH 
_ 
F 44 
„* 
' 
' 
0 q 
44 
. 
| 


a 


ian. 202 
1. 7 5 


_ 0 0 5 to bear with patience. As they 

d of Tight with regard to griexapces. o 
the people figd them ſparing in the extreme with 
e They know chat not only cer; 


quit-rents and | perſonal duties, which) [you | have 
ütted them to redeem (but have pee no 
—.— the redernpgion) are as nothing to thoſe 
burthens for which you have made no proviſion 
at all. They know, that almoſt the Gele em 
of landed property in its origin is ſeudal; 

1s che diſtribution of the poſſeſſions of the ah 
proprietors, made by a barbarous conqueror to his 
barbarons inſtruments; and chat the moſt grievous 
effects of the conquelt are the land rents of. FO 
kind, 2s without queſtion they are. 

"The peaſapts, in all probability, e hn, 
ſcendants of theſe antient proprietors, i org 
Gaus. Bot if they fail, | in any de mo titles 
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ments Os 8 
bet ne. a Ts 1 5 dc 
of ſlavery, are al 5 Fa of POR 
and th f which the peopl e FEES 5 I ights 
of men, thoſe agreements were 8 fo 
eveiy thing elſe which had been ſertle und er 
e of the old fe udal al e 

' The ey, will tell!) gn that, t they ſee ng d rede 
eee -N 100 idler with” a bat and a natio oc 
and an idler in a cowl or 1 in a rochet. ee 
the title tö rents on Tuccefſion, and preſcription, 
chey ten y6u,” from the ſheech of Mr. Camus, 
publiſhed! by che national aſſembly | for their infor- 
matibh, chat things ill begun cannot av i] tham- 
ſelves 0 Seſcription ; | 55 the title. of theſe 
lords was vicious in its origin; a 5 nd. that forcs 
is dt Yeaſt” as | bad 2s fraud. {9 to the title 
y deten, they will tell. you, that the ſuc- 
ceſſion of thoſe Mere bog? cultivated the foil 1 is 
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. the true pedigree ty, and. bot _rotte 
J. parchments and 9 10 uy As ; that. the ROOD 
8 1208 chjoyed their ufurpation, e 00 longs, and that 
4 if chey Mow to theſe tay monks. any c baritable 
8 


| petifion, + they ought to be thankful to the bounty 
1 of the true Proprietor, who. is ſo generous towards 
l, a falſe claimant to his | goods, 


Dao; G1 209 9 
le When the peaſants give you, back chat 

8 ſophiltic 1 reaſc » On which Ju. have ſer your 1 
or and ſuperſeription, you cry it down as baſe money, 
Gy and tell them you will pay for the future wirh French 


guards, and dragoons, and huſſars, You hold p, ta 
chaMtiſe rh! the fecond-hand authofity of a king, 


T0 whe 


a) 
ho is only the ĩnſttument oſdeſtroying, without any 
power uf protecting cither the people or his own per- 
fon. Throughihim it ſeems you ill make yourſelves 
obeyed. They anſwer, Lou have taught us that there 
are no genilernen ; and which of. your prineiples 
teach us to bow to kings whom we have not elected? 


Wie know, without your teaching, that lands were 


given for the, ſupport of feudal dignitics, feudal 
titles, and feudal, offices. When you took down 
grievous/eBec remain? As there are now no here- 
ditary honours, and no diſtinguiſhed families, why 
are wetaxed to maintain what you tell us ought not 
to exiſt? Tou have ſent down our old ariſtocratic 
landlords in no other character, and with no other 
title, but that of exactors under, your authority. 
Haye you endeavoured. to, make theſe your rent- 
gatherers reſpectable to us? No, You have ſent them 
to us with their arms reverſed, their ſhields broken, 
their impreſſus defaced ;, and ſo diſplumed, de- 
graded, and metamorphoſed, ſuch. unſeatherq; two- 
legged things, that we no longer know, them, 
They are ſtrangers to us. They do not even go 
by the names of our ancient lords. | Phyfically 


they may be the ſame men; though we ate not 


quite ſure of that, on your ne philoſophic doc- 
trines of perſonal identity. In all other reſpects 
they are totally changed. We do not ſee why we 
have not as good a right to refuſe them their rents, 
as vou have to abrogate all their honours, titles, 
and diſtinctions. This we have never commiſſioned 
you to do; and it is one inſtance, among many 
indeed, of your aſſumption of undelegated power. 
* h g We 


* — 


„„ 
We ſer the burghers bf Paris, thirougſb tiieir clubs, 
their mobs, and cheir national guards/ direfting 
you at their pleafure; and giving chat ads law 
to you, which, under yr authority, Lis ran 
mitted as la to us. Through you; rHeſe burghers 
diſpoſe of the lives and fortunes of us all. Why 
ſhould not you attend as much to the deſtres of 
the Iaborious huſbaridman' wich regard to our rent, 
by which we ate affected in the moſt ſerious man: 
ner, as you de to the demands of theſe inſolent 
burghers; relative to diſtinctions and titles of Ho- 
nour, by "which neither they nor we are affected 
at all ? But we find you pay more regard to their 
fancies than to our neckflities. | Is it among rhe 
rights of man to pay tribute to his equals ? 


C Before this meaſure of yours, we might have 
7 thought we were not perfectly equal.” We might 
N have entertained* ſore old, habitual, unmeaning 
d, ptepoſſeſſion in favour” of ' thoſe landlords 7 but 
br we cannot conceive with what other” view thäh 
* that e deſtroying all reſpect to them, you could 
be. have made the law that degrades them. Tou 
Pp have forbidden us to treat them with any of the 
ly old formalities of reſpect, and now you ſend tioops 
ot to ſabre and to bayonet us into a ſubmiſſion to fear 
3 and force, Which you did not ſuffer us Ie 
is we md authority of opinion. 1.09929 10 enim 
ve The ground of fome' of cheſe leeres is 
ts, horrid and ridiculous to all rational cars; but 
88 to the politicians of metaphyſics who have open 
ed ed ſchools for” ſophiſtry, and made eſtabliſh- 
ny ments for anarchy, it is ſolid and conciuſtve. 
et. m es Sato panes como; 
Ve x © the 
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the, right, the leaders ig the aſſembly, would not 


io the) leaſt have ſerupled to abrogate the rents 
along wich the titles. and family enſigns. It ould 
be only to fpllo up the principle of theit reaſon- 


ings, and to complete the analogy of their conduct. 
But they had newly poſſeſſed themſelves of a great 


body of landed Property by! confilcation. They 
had this commodity at market; and, the market 
would have been wholly deſtroyed, if they were. 


to permit the: huſbandmen to riat in the ſpecula - 


tions with, which they ſo freely; intoxicated, them- 
ſclyes., The only ſecurity, which, properzy, enjoys. 
in any, one of.its, deſcriptions, is from;rhe; intereſts 
of their rapacity wich regard to ſome other. They 
have left nothing but their, own arbitrary pleaſure 
to determine what. property is to be protected and 
what ſubyerted. Neither have they left any principle 
by which, any of their municipalities can be bound 
to, ohegiegceg or even conſcientiouſiy obliged, not 
to ſeparate, fram the whole, to become independent, 


or eee felt with ſome other ſtate. The, peo 
ple of Lyons, it ſeems, hays. refuſed lately to pay 
tarcz, Why thould: they not? What lawful au- 


thotixy . is chere left, co exact them? The king 


impoſed, ſome of, them. The old ſtates, metho- 
difed by orders, ſettled the more ancient. They 
may ſay to the aſſembly,. Who are you, that are 

not ore Kings, nor the ſtates, we haye elected, ar 
ſit on the principles on which we have elected you? 
And who are we, that when we ſee the gabelles 
which you Rave ordered to be paid, wholly ſhaken 


off, whe we ſee the act of diſobedience afterwards 
ried by. yourſelyes, who 325 we, tha We are. 


A” 


1 
not to Joddge whar takes ve og or ought! not 
to pay, and who'ate wor” th! avaibeoffclves of che 
ſath@ powers; the valfdfty bf Hef you h Ap 
proved in õthiers? To this the un WEU 


ſend The Taft fraſbn of Kings IP AA 
— yotir aſſembly. "Th ae ad may 


ſtrvt tor & time, whilt the imptefnan f itte n 


cteaſe of pay remains, and the vanity vf being 
unpfres in all diſputes is flattered! But tis 
weapon wilf ſnap ſhort, unfaithful to the hand that 
employs it. The aſſembly kxep à ſchool 'whkere, ſy f. 
tematieally, and with unretmitting perſeverdnce, they! 
reach" principles, and form' regulations deſtructtve 


to all ſpirir of ſubordihationh, civil and military 


and then they expect that they ſhall hold in obedi- 
ence an anirchic people by an anarchit armVj n 

The municipal army, Which, dccordihg to their 
new policy, is to balance this national arthy; if con- 
ſidered in itſclf oniy, ic d 4 conſtitutlon fc fore 
Gmple; and in every teſpect Ieſs txcuptionables” It 
is a mere dẽmottatit body, un connected Witti che 
crowu or the kingdom; annied, aud Walhed, and 
officete&'at the pleaſure of tlie Gittricts to which 
the corps ſeverally belong; and the perſbnäl ſcr- 
vice of the individuals, vho cbmpoſe, 54 the flu in 
leu of perſonal ſervice,” ire directed” bY the füt 
authority . Nothing is more Uniferrn!“ Tf; ho-. 
ever, conſidered in any relation to the crow, td 
109 HH avid v7 107 wr mo πννͥοννEm?n ag nal 
dg of BY vw naw 257) 24 516 onw A 
I ſee by Mr. Necker's account, that the national guards 
of, Paris have received, over an levied 
within their own city, ab 2 5081 W er ths 
public treaſore. waer this be an" t fn for the 
"+1 4 nine 
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che national aſſembly, to the . pubjic xribwitls, ar 
to the other army, or coniſidered in a: view to any 
cherenceę or condection between ita parts,. it ſeems 
a monſter and can hardly fail to terminate its per- 
plexed moyements in ſomè . great national calamity. 
It is 3:worſe preſervative of a general conſtitution, 
than the ſyſtaſis af Crete, or the confuderation of 
Poland, r any other ill-deviſed | correftive which 
has yet been imagined, in the neceſfities produced 
-by an ill conſtructed ſyſtem of government. 
Having concluded my fe remarlæs on che con · 
ſtitution of the ſupreme power, the executive, the 
judicature, the miitary, and on the reciprocal re- 
lation of all cheſe eſtabliſhments, I ſhall ſay ſome- 
ching of the ability red by 1 0 een | 
regard ta the reyenue. | 
In their proceedings relative tachivebiety if £21 
Gble,Kil fewer traces. appear of political judgment 
or financial reſource. -Wahenthe ſtates met, ĩt ſeem- 
ed to be the great object to improve che ſyſtem of 
- revenue, th enlarge its collection, to cleanſe it of 
oppreſſion and vexation, and to eſtabliſh it on the 
moſt ſolid footing... Great were the expectations 
entertained on that head throughout Europe. It 
was by this grand arrangement that France was to 
ſtand or fall; and this: became, in my opinion, 
very proptrly, the teſt by which the ſkill and pa- 
triotiſm oi tlioſe who ruled in that alſembly would 
be tried The revenue "YR ſtare 1 is ok * 


Yo 550511 3f 


nine denne eee an . of their pray 
Fharge, I do not clearly perceive. Jt is of no great i 
4599118 certainly they may take whatever they pleaſe. 


* 
ot! In 


4 
In effect all depends upon it, whether ſob ſuppurt 
or for reſortnatioa. Thie diguny of every Ou | 
pation wholly depends upon ſthe aptamticy und che | 
| 
| 


kind of virtue that maybe exetted in ĩt . As ali great 
qualities of the mind hich operate in public; and 
are not merely ſuffering andpaſiive; require ſorte | 
ſor their diſplay, I had almoſt ſaid for their wnequi- i} 
vocal exiftence, the revenue, which is the ſpring of all id 
power, becomes in its: adminiftration the ſphere of 
every active virtue. Public vittue, bing of a nature 
maguifioent and ſplendid, inſticured for great things, 
and converſant about great concerns, requires abun- 
dant ſcupe and room, and cannot ſpread and grow 
under conſinement, and in circumſtances ſtramened, 
narrow and ſordid. L hrough the revenue alone the 
body politic can act in its true genius and character, 
and therefore it will diſplay juſt as much of ita col- 
lectiyve vittue, and as much of that virtue which may 
characteriſe thuſt who move it, and art, as it were, 
its life and guiding principle, as it is poſſeſſed of a 
5 Juſt reyenue. For from hence, not only magnani- 
| - Mity, and liberality, and beneficence, and furtitude, 
| and proyidence, and the tutelary proredtion of all 
l good arts, dexive their ſood, and the gromth of their 
) 
; 


organs, but continence, and ſelf-denialʒ and dabour, 

and vigilance, and frugality, and whatever elſr there 

I 3 is in which the mind ſhews itſelf above the appetite, 
9 are no where more in their proper element than in 
a che proviſion and diſtribution of the public) wealth. 

It is therefore not without reaſon that the ſcience of 

y ſpeculative and practical finance, which muſt take 
= to its aid ſo many auxiliary branches of Kiow- 

edge, ſtands high in the eſtimation not only of 

n * ' the 
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the ordinary ſort, but of che wiſeſt and heſt men 
and 2s this; feience has gnownirwith thi progreſs of 
its object, the proſperity and improvemoñt of ha. 
tions has generally enereaſed vito the enoreafe bf 
their revenues i and chey will both euntinue to grow 
and. oui ſb, as long as che. balance between what 
1s, dęſt to ſtrengthen the efforts of individuals, and 
what is collected for the common efforts of the 
ſtateß bear to cach other a due reciprocal prepor- 
tion, and are kept in a cloſe comeſpondenee and 
communication. And perhaps it may be-owing: 
to che greatneſs. oſ revenues, ant to tho urgency of 
ſtate neceſſities, that old abuſes in the conſtitution 
of finances are diſcovered, and, their true nature 
and rational theory comes to be more perfeQy 
underſtood; inſomuch, that a ſmaller revenue 
might have / been more diſtreſſing in one period 
than , far greater is found. to be in another; 
the. proportionate wealth even remaining the 
ſame. In this, ſtate of things, the French af- 
ſembly found ſomething in their revenues to 
preſerve, to; ſecure, and wiſely to adminiſter, as 
well as to abrogate and alter. Though their 
proud aſlymption, might. juſtify the ſevereſt teſts, 
yet in trying their abilities on their financial pro- 
ecedings, J would only conſider what is, the plain 
obvious duty of a common finance miniſter, and 
ery, them oP that, and not upon modela ot Hee 
pericion. 

The, ode of a financier are, then, ro ſecure. an. 
amp e revenue ;- to impoſe it with judgment and 
equa ny; to emplay it œconomically; and when 
neceſty obliges- him to make uſe of credit, to ſe- 
evre. its foundations in that inſtance, and for ever, 

8 3 
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by the clear neſs and candouroſ his proter dings the 
exactneſs of his caleulations, and the folidiey of his 
funds. On theſe heads /e may cake ſnert and 
diſtinft view of the merita and abillties of thoſe-in- 
the national aſſembly, who have taken to chem 
ſelves the management of this; eduoun eoncert/ | 
Far from any encreaſe of revenue in their hands; 

I find, by a report of M. Vernier, fromt the còtnñ- 
mittee of finances, of the ſecond of Ruguſt laſt, 
that the amount of the national tevenbe, as comm. 
pared with its produde before the revolution, was 
diminiſhed by the ſum of - two hundred millions, or 
eight millions ſterling of the annual income, con- 
ſiderably more than one- third of the hole! 

If this be the reſult of great ability, de Boh 
was ability diſplayed in a more diſtinguiſned man- 
ner, or with ſo powerful an effect. No common 
| folly, no vulgar incapacity, no ordinary official 
negligence, even no official crime, no corruption, 
no peculation, hardly any direct hoſtility which we 
have ſeen in the modern world, could in ſo ſhort” a: 
time have made ſo complete an overthrow of the: 
finances, and with them, of the ſtrength of a great” 
kingdom. Cd qui vetram: rempublicam 1 51 55 
anifiſtis tam'cito't? „ QOMKT. | 

The ſophiſters and declaitners; as ſoon as we 
affembly met, began with decrying tlie ancient 
conſtitution of the revenue in many of ith moſt 
eſſential branches, ſuch as the public rilbnopoly? 
of ſalt. They charged it, as truly 26 e 
with being ill-contrived, oppreſſive, an > Partial ' 
This. repreſentation they were not fatisfied. [3 
make ule of in ſpeeches preliminary 0 ſome +. 

2 plan 
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plan of reform j dhey declared 1 ina ſolemn 
reſolyjion ar public: ſenteneri an it were-judicially, 
paſſed cvpon it ʒ and this they. diſperſed! through. 
out the nation. At the time they paſſed the 
decree, witch the ſame gravity: they ordered chis 
ſame abfurd; oppreſſive, and partial tax to be paid, 
until they could find a revenue to replace it. 
The conſequence was inevitable. The provinces 
which had beten always exempted from this ſalt 
monopoly, ſorne of whorm were charged with other 
contributions, perhaps equivalent, were totally diſ- 
inclined to bear any part of the burthen, which by 
an equal diſtribution was to redeem the others. 
As to the aſſembly, occupied as it was with the de- 
dlaration and violation of the rights of men, and 
with their arrangements for general confuſion, it 
had neither leiſure nor capacity to  contrive; nor 
authority to enforce any plan of any kind relative 
tothe replacing the tax or equalizing it, or com- 
penſating the provinces, or for conducting their 
minds to any ſcheme of accommodation with OE 
ä which were to be relieved. 

ITbe people of the ſalt provinces, | e 
2 tanes damned by the authority which 
had directed their payment, very ſoon Found 
their patience: ehauſted. They thought them- 
ſehtes a ſicil ful in demoliſhing as the aſſembly 
could be. They relieved themſelves by chrowing 
off the whole: burthen, Animated by this ex- 
ample each diſtrict, or part of à diſtrict, judging 
of its om grit vance. by its own: feeling, and-of its 
remedy by its own «Ihe n it ER 
other taxt 
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Wa aremext torfte-bow-they towiocotuluttid 


themſelves i contriving equal [impoſition proc 
portioaed to the means -ofi the tcirizensztaddTehe 


leaſt likely to lean heavy un the actioe capital em 


ployed zu che generation of chat priuate wealth, 
from whence the public fortune moſtbbederived. 


By ſuffering the ſeveral diſtricts, and ſe vera dfirche 


individuals ĩa each diſtrict, co jodge of what paßt 
of the old revenue they might withhold, inſtead of 


better principles of equality, a new inequaliey w 


introduced of the moſt oppreſſive kind Payments 
were regulated by diſpoſitions. Fhe parts of the 
kingdom'which wre the moſt ſubmiſſivej the moſt 
orderly, or the "moſt affectionate to th D- 
wealth, bore the whole burthen of the ſtateo No- 


rhing turns out to be ſo oppreſſive and unjuſtas a 


feeble government: To fith up all the deficient 
cies in che old impoſitions, and che ne deſieien- 
cies of every kind hich were to be expected iat 
remained to à ſtate without authority? The na- 
tional aſſembly called for a voluntary bene olenceʒ 
for a fourtk pat of the income of alli the citizens, 
to be eſtimated on the honour bf thoſe who were 
to pay. They obtained ſomething more than 
could be rationally calculated, but that as, far 
indeed, from anſwerable to their rral . meerſſi 
ties, and much leſs to their fond æxpectitions. Na 
tional people could have hoped far little rom 
this their tax in the diſguiſt of a bene vu endeq 
2 tax, weak, ineffecti ve, and ancqual;>w tab 


which luxury, avarice; and qelfiſfineſs qvereuſereema 


ed, and the load thrown upon productive capital 
pen integrity, generoſity, and public ſpirit—atax 
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of regulation upon virtue. At length the maſk is 
brown off and they ure no trying means (with 
lictle ſueceſs) of exiting” er benevolence by 
feen 2 io yo 001830499 TION 101 63 23 
Thi benevolenee, the ncbeny offspring of 
weakneſs, was to be ſùpported by another feſource, 
the twin brother of the farne prolific imnbecllith. 
The patriotic donations were to make good the 
failure of the "patriotic contribution. John Dot 
was to become ſecurity for Richard Roc: By this 
ſcheme they took things of much price fromm the 
giver, comparatively-of ſmalt value to the receiver; 
they ruined ſeveral trades ; they pillaged the crown 
of its 'orniments,'the churches of their plate, and 
the people of their perfonal- decorations. The 
invention of theſe juvenile pretenders to liberty, 
way in reality nothing more than a ſervile imi- 
tation” ef one of che pooreſt reſources of dot- 
— They took an old huge full- 
bottomed perriwig out of the wardrobe' of the an- 
riquated" frippery of Louis XIV. to cover the 
re. *baldneſs of the national aſſembly. 
They produced this ofd-faſhioned formal folly; 


. . thotgh- it had been ſo abundantly expoſed in 


the Memoirs f the Duke de St. Simon, if to rea- 
ſonable men it had wanted any arguments to diſ- 
play its miſchief and infufficiency. A device of 
the ſame kind was tried in my memory by 
Louis XV; but it anſweretl at no time. However, 
the neceſſities of ruinous wars were ſome excuſe for 
deſperute projects. The deliberations of calamity 
are rurely wiſe.” But hete was a ſeafon for diſpoſt- 
— rnd It was in a time of pro- 

> a found 


() 


ſound peace, hen enjoyed, ſari i ve years, and pro 
milipg a, much longer continvaaca, chat abey bad 
regourle.,t,this deſprrate vr iſing ( Fhey were: 
ſure to Joſe more reputation by ſporting, in their 


Gxuaton, waſh, thelg; toys and: plenthingel of 


finance, which have filled. half their, journals chan 
could poſſibly be. compenlazgd by the poor tempo · 
ram wpply Which, They affbeded. t ſeomed asf 
thok who adopted ſuch, projets were wholly igno - 
rant of their gincumſtanees, or wholly une qual 10. 
their necaſſities. Whatever xittue: may be in cheſe 
devices, it is obvious that neither the patriotio giſta 
nor che hatriotic contribution, cad. ever be reſorted 
to, again. The, reſources, of public ſolly are ſaoa 
exhaulted,,, The whole indeed of their ſcheme of 
revenue is to make, by; any artifice, an appeave. 
ance, ol. a full reſervoir for the hour, whitit at che 
lame time they cut off the ſprings and liuing fauny . 
tains of perennial ſupply. The account not long 
Gnce furniſhed by Mr. Necker was meant, vichout 
queſtion, to be fayourable. He gives a flattering 
view of the means of getting thraugh the yeas hut 
he expreſſes, as it is natural. he fhould, | ſome ap- 
prehenſion for that which was, to ſucceed. On 
this laſt prognoſtic, inſtead of entering. (ing 
the grounds of this apprehenſion, in arderah 
a proper rand, to prevent the. prognoſtit. 
cated evil, Mr. Necker receiye: 4 arty of 
friendly reprimand, from the ce val the! 
aſſembly. : 1:17 Jo esu 503 
. Asratheir other ſchemes of raxariqn, it i unpaſſis:, 
ble to {ay any thing of them with gertainty ;,becaulg. 
they have not yet had heir operation, Rr ra 
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(C)) 
is ſo ſanguine as to imagincchey will All up any 
perceptible part of the wide gaping? breach which | 


their incapacity-has' made in their revenues.” At 


preſent the ſtate of their treaſury ſinks every day 


more and more in- caſh, and ſwells more and more in 
fictitious repreſentation. When ſo little within or 


without is now found but paper, the repreſentative 


not of opulence but of want, the creature not of 
credit but of power, they imagine that our flouriſſi- 


ing ſtate in England is owing to that bank- paper, 


and not the bank- paper to the flouriſning condi- 


1 


tion of our commerce, to the folidity of our credit, 
and to the total excluſion of all idea of power 


from any part of the tranſaction. They forget that, 


in England, not one ſhilling of paper- money of any 


deſeription is received but of choice; that the whole 
has had its origin in caſh actually depoſited and that 


it is convertible, at pleaſure, in an inſtant, and 


vithout the ſmalleſt loſs, into caſh again. Our pa- 
per᷑ is of value in commerce, becauſe in law it is of 


none. It is powerful on Change, becauſe in Weſt. 
minſter- hall it is impotent. In payment of a debt 
of twenty ſhillings, a ctediror may refuſe all the pa- 
per of the bank of England. Nor is there amongſt 


us à ſingle public ſecurity, of any quality or nature 


whatſdever, that is enforced by authority. In fa&t 


it might be eaſily ſhewn, that our paper wealth, 


inſtead"of leſſening the real coin, has a tendency © 
to increaſe. it; inſtead of being a ſubſtitute for 
money, it only facilitates its entry, its exit; and 
its Eifcvlation ; that it is the ſymbol of proſperity, © ' 
and hor the badge of diſtreſs.” Never was a ſcar- 


city of caſh, and an exuberance of paper, a * 0 


of om roam in this nation, 
Os Well! 


* 
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Fa but Sleikning of pendignd ee and 
ce and ſapicus 22 ee Go 
the. loſſes ſoſtained ip the recxipt bf xevenyer- 
In this at leuſt they has 
finaneiet. „Have thoſe, C 
expences f the national 
municipalizies, of the city ob Paris, eee 
pay di the two armics, of the new police, of che nen 
judiestures ? Have they even carefully compated 
che proſent penſon · lit with the ſormer ? Thee 
politicians have been cruel, not ceconomical.- 11 
Comparing the expences of che former prodigal 
government and its relation to the then tevenues 
with the expences of this new ſyſtem as oppoUA 
to the tate: of ita new! treaſury; I believe che pre- 


ſent will be ſound beyond all compariſon more 
chargeable. na mM FR 481g tr en ei 18 
Itxemains only to conlider the probie of finance! 

ability, - furniſhed by the preſent, French * * 

when they: are to raiſe ſupplies on oredit. ers 
Jam a little at a ſtand; fot credit. properly: ſpeak · 1 
ing, they: have. none. The credit 9 the! ancient |.) 
governtnent was - not/indeed! the beſt: but they 
could; always, on ſome terma, command money, 


not only at home; but from moſt of che countries 


of Exirope where a. ſurplus capital was acaummuy |; 
lated;; and the credit of that government improy - Ii 
ing) daily. The eſtabliſhment; of a ſyſtem of ir 
berty would of courſe be ſuppoſed to give it ne 
3 and ſo it would actually have dont ifa 
ſyſtem of liberty. ha been eſtabliſhed; What offers, .- 
has their government of pretended liberty bad m 
FROG, from Hamburgh, from ter 10 
5 * 2 
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Genoa, from Englind* For a Laing it in their . 
Why ſhould thefè ito} o Eerrimierce and o- 
my enter Ac Any pecudiaty dealings with a = 
r o reverſe the very nature of thi ings; 
whom th ſee te debtor preſcribing, at 
"he 5 oe i bayonet, the medium of his ſolven- 
to the creditor ; ; diſcharging one of his engage 
ments wich another; turning his very penury into his 
| _refourte; and paying his intereſt with, his 1 rags? 15 
Their "Fapatieal confidence 1 in ts omni potence of 
church plunder, has induced thi 2 blen ophers t to 
* overlook all care of the public eſtate, juſt as. the 
dream of che philoſopher” $ "ſtone induces" dupes, 
under the more plauſible deluſion of the hermexic 
art, to neglect all rational means of 1 im ron ing 
their fortunes. With theſe philoſophic financiers, 
this univerſal medicine made of church mummy 
F 18 to cure all the evils of the ſtate. These gen- 
| tlemen perhaps do not believe a great deal i in 
the miracles of piety ; but it cannot quel- 
Hopes, that the 7 have an Fee faith in the 
Pol igies of crilege. 4 Is there 2 debt Which 
Pre ſes them—Iſſue aſignats,—Are compenfations 
to be made, or a maintenance decreed to thoſe 
whom they have robbed of their freehold i in their 
office, or expelled from their profeſſion—A/ignars. 
Ts a fleet to be fitted out — A/ignats. If ſixteen 
millions ſterling of theſe afſignats, fo 2 on the : peo- 
ple, leave the wants of the ſtate as urgent as Ever— 
iflue, ſays one, thirty millions ſterling of afignat;— 
ſays another, iſſue fourſcore millions more of 
effignats. The only difference among their finan- 
cial factions is on the greater or the leſſer quantity 
of affiguats to be Appoſcd on che publick ſufferance. 
They 


rege ann, oa a2 
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They are all profeſſors, of afſguntr, | Even thoſe, 
whoſe natural good: ſenſe and knowledge of com- 
merce, not obliterated by philoſophy, furniſh de- 
ciſive arguments againſt this deluſion, conclude 


their arguments, by propoſing the emiſſion of 


nate. I ſuppoſe they muſt talk of : a/ignats, 
as no other language would be underſtood. . All 
experience of their inefficacy does not in the leaſt 
diſcourage them. Are the old affignats depreciated 
at market? What is the remedy? Iſſue new 
effignats.—Mais fi maladia, opiniatria, non vult ſe 
garire, quid illi facere ? affignore—poſtea affignare ; 
enſuita alſignare. The word is a trifle altered. 
The Latin of your preſent doctors may be better 
than that of your old comedy; their wiſdom, 


the variety of their reſources, are-thie ſame. They 


have not more notes in their ſong than the cuckow; 
though, far fromthe ſoftneſs of that harbinger of 
ſummer and plenty, their voice is as harſh and as 
otmihbus as that of the raven. 

Who bur the. moſt deſperate adyenturers in phi- 
loſophy and finance could at all have thought of de- 
ſtroying the ſettled revenue of the ſtate, the ſole ſe- 
curity for the public credit, in the hope of rebuild- 
ing it with the materials of confiſcated prope 
however, an exceſſive zeal for the ſtate ſho 2 
led a pious and venerable prelate (by anticipation a 
father of the church) to pillage his own order, and, 
for. the. good of the church and people, to take 
upon himſelf the place of grand financier of confiſ- 
cation, and comprroller general of ſacrilege, he and 
his — . were, in my opinion, bound to ſhew, 


0 La Bruyere of Bonet. 
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Wing of dhe office they:affmed. When they kid 


M the landed property of their conquered obne, 


was their-buſiaets to rendet᷑ their ban x real ford 


„ er. 
. iniditapre wy 
E under any e ircuinſtances whatſoever, 
Has: hitherto proved difficult at dhe very eat. The 
attempt bas commonyy ended in bankruptcy, But 


rr 
at leaft have been expected, that not 
d be omitted an their part to befſen this di 
«ty; to prevent any aggravation of this — 
Tuptey. It might be expected da to reader your 
that could diblay opennels andiamdour in de es- 


| their toſt 
was chat of Wanntvof 4 large landed eſtate, which 

Ind to diſpoſe of ſor the diſcharge of a debt, 

ſupply of certain ſervices. Not being 
tly to ſell, you wiſhed to mortgage. 
| 4 — à man of fair intentions, and a com · 

-moitly clear underſtanding; do in fuck circum- 

We ſtabees ? Ought he not firſt to aſcertain the gruß 
= value of the eſtate ; the charges of its management 
* und diſpoſition; the encumbrances perpetual und 
ceinpotary d. all kinds that affec it; chen, ſtriking 

à net ſurplus, · to calculate the juſt value of che 

2 When that furplus 08 only ſecurity to 

the 


. 


by their &ibſequent conduct, that chey ke ee 
4: tefdlyed te appropriate to the Nie, a cermin potion 


pf creific 4 as far a och = bank vels-eapubie of bs. 
toning 


when the aſſembly were led, rhrough-a contempe of 


ment of the ſecuriey; every thing which could aid 
demand. To take things in 
e point of view, your coin 


my 
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% into this new fund; 
| hey an purchaſe 
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— — = fublrie his ck 
or te might receive propo 
for an gu from thoſt'who 9 
this ſpecies of ſecurity. 

This would be to proceed like men of bu- 
fitneſs, /methodically and rationally; and on the 


dt principles of public and private credit that 
have an exiſtence. The dealer would then know 


exactly what he putchaſed; and the only doubt 
which. could hang upon his mind would be, the 
dread of the reſumptiori of the ſpoil, which one day 
might be made (perhaps with an addition of puniſh- 
ment) from the ſacrilegious gripe of thoſe execra- 


I n 


action of their innocent fellow - citizens. 
Ah open and exact ſtateinent of the den Fatal 
fd ep, and of the time, the circumſtances, 


5. z. dye place of ſale, were all neceſſary, to efface as 


much as poſſible the ſtigma, that. has hitherto been 
branded on every kind of Land-bank. It became 
.nevelſary on another principle, that is, on account of 
a pledge of faith previouſiy given on that ſubyeR, 
that their future fidelity in a ſlippery concern might 
be eſtabliſhed by their adherence to their firſt en- 


gagement. When they had finally determined on 
. ſtate ceſaurce from church booty, they came, on 
debe nach af April 1790, to a ſolemn reſolution on 
9 and pledged thernſelves * 1 


that in the” ſtatement af the 
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account a ſum, ſufficient, for defraying, the ex- 


te pences of the R. C. A. religion, the ſupport, of | 
« the miniſters at the altars, the relief of che poor, 
« the penſions ro the eccleſiaſtics, ſecular as well 7 
« ag regular, of the one and of the other ſex, in 
« order that the eftates and, goods. which are gt the 
ce difpoſal of the nation may be diſergaged of all 
ce charges, and employed by the repreſentatives, ox the. 
9 legiſtative body, to the great and meſt prelling ex- 
« ipencies of the flate.” They further engaged, on 
the ſame day, that the ſum neceſſary for the year 
1791 ſhould be forthwith determined. LET 

In this reſolution they admit it their duty to, 
ſhow diſtinctly the expence of the above objects, 
which, by other reſolutions, they had before en- 
gaged ſhould be firſt in the order of proviſion. 


They admit that they ought to ſhew the eſtate 


clear and diſengaged of all charges, and that they 
ſhould ſhew it immediately. Have they done this 
immediately, or at any time? Have they ever 
furniſhed a rent- roll of the immoveable eſtates, or | 
given in an inventory of the moveable effects which 
they confiſcate to their aſſignats? In what manner 
they can fulfil their engagements of holding out to 
public ſervice* an eſtate diſengaged of all charges, 
without authenticating the value of the eſtate, or 
the quantum of the charges, 1 leave it to their 
Engliſh admirers to explain. Inſtantly upon this 
aſſurance, and previouſly to any one ſtep towards 
making it good, they iſſue, on the credit of ſo 
handſom a declaration, ſixteen millions ſterlin 
of their paper. This was manly. Who, after 
this maſterly ſtroke, can doubt of their abilities 
in finance? ? But then, before any other emiſſion of. 


theſe 


= 
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theſe financial” iAulgencts, they tdbk care _— < 


to make good their origihal promiſe ed ti-_ 


mate; either of the eh the eſtate or the a1 mount. N | 


of the incumbrances, has been madt, it has eſcaped 
me. I never heard of it. They bee however 
done one thing, which in the groſs is clear, obſcure, | 
as uſual, in the detail. They have thrown upon 
this fund, which was to ſhew a ſurplus, diſengaged | 
of all charges, a new charge; namely, the com- 
penſation to the whole body of the diſbanded r 
cature; and of all ſuppreſſed offices and eſtates ; a 


charge which I cannot aſcertain, but which ne N 
tionably amounts to many French millions. Ano- 
ther of the new charges, is an annuity of four hun- 
dred and eighty thouſand pounds ſterling, to be 


paid (if they chooſe to keep faith) by daily pay- 
ments, for the intereſt of the firſt aſſignats. Have 


they ever given themſelves the trouble to ſtare | 


fairly the EXPOS of the management of the © © 


church lands in the hands of the municipalities, tc 
whoſe care, ſkill, and diligence; and that of their 
legion of unknown under agents, they have choſen 


to commit the charge of the forfeited eſtates, and the 


conſequence of which es ſo wy pointed out. 7 


by the biſhop ogg 


But it 1s dogs uh, 2 to dwell on theſe ob- 


vious heads of incumbrance. Have, they made 
out any clear ſtate of the grand incumbrancę 


of all, I mean the whole of the general and 


municipal eſtabliſhments. of all ſorts, and com. 


pared it with the regular income 4 revenue 2 
Every deficiency n theſe becomes a charge on chte 


confiſcated eſtate, before the creditor can plant his : 


cabbages on an acre of church property, There is 
| 24 no 


(0:34. | 
no other. prop than this, confiſcation to keep the 
"whole ſtate from tumbling ta the ground; In this 
ſitvation they haye purpoſely covered all that-they. 
oyght induſtriguſly.to have cleared, with a thick fog ; 
and then, blindfold themelves, like bulls that ſhut 
their eyes when they puſh, they drive, by the point 
of the bayonets, their ſlaves, blindfolded: indeed no 
vorſe chan their lords, to take their fictions for cur- 
rencies, and to ſwallow down paper pills by thirty. 
four millions ſterling at a doſe. Then they proudly 
lay in their claim to a future credit, on failure. of all 
their paſt engage ments, and at a time when (if in 
ſuch a matter any thing can be clear) it is clear that 
the ſurplus eſtates will never anſwer even the firſt 
of their mortgages, I mean that of the four hun- 
dred million (ar ſixteen millions ſterling) of affignazs. 
In all this procedure I can diſcern neither the ſolid 
ſenſe of plain-dealing, nor the ſubtle dexterity of 
ingenious fraud, The objection within the aſſembly 
to pulling up the flood. gates for this inundation of 
fraud, ate unanſwered; but they are thoroughly 
refuted by an hundred. thouſand financiers in the 

— Theſe are the numbers by which the meta- 

c arithmeticians com the 

part a on which a Boe ivy — 
is founded i in France. "They cannot raiſe ſupplies ; 
but they can raiſe mobs. Let them rejoice in the 
applauſes of the club at Dundee, for their wiſdom 
and patriotiſty in having thus applied the plunder of. 
the citizens to the ſervice of the ſtate. I hear of no 
addreſs upon this ſubje& from the directors of the 
Bank of England ; though their approbation would . 
beof a little more t in the ſcale. of credit than 
thar of the club A But, to do juſtice to 
| the 


| < *#5 
che club, I believe the gentlemen who cortipol 1 it ta 
be wiſer than they appear; that they will be leſs. li- 
beral of their money than of their addreſſts; ant. 
that they would not give a dogs · ear of their moſt 
rumpled and ragged Scotch paper Top eventy” of 
your faireſt aſſignats. 

Early in this year the aſſembly. iſſued ATTY 
che amount of ſixteen millions ſterling: What muſt 
have been the ftate into which the afſembly tus. 
brought your affairs, that the relief afforded by ſo 
vaſt. a tous been hardly perceptible ?- This 
paper alſo felt an almoſt immediate depreciation 
ol five per cent. which in little time came to 
about ſeven· The effect of theſe aſſignats on 
the receipt of the revenue is remarkable. Mr. 
Necker found that the collectors of the revenue, 


The collectors made ſeven per cent. by thus re- 


ceiving in money and accounting in depreciated. 


It was not very difficult to foreſee, / that 


this muſt be inevitable. It was, however, not the 
leſs embarraſſing. Mr. Necker was obliged (LI 
believe, for a conſiderable part, in the market of, 


London) to buy gold and ſilver ſor the ming, 
which amounted to about twelve thouſand pounds 
above the value of the commodity gained. That 
miniſter was of opinion, that whatever 


nutritive. virtue might be, the ſtate could not Jive. 


upon '#ffignats alone; that ſome. real ſilver vas ne+, 


having iron in their hands, were not likely o diſtin - 
guiſh themſelves for patience, when they ſhould per- 
ceive that whilſt an encreaſe of pay. was held. out ta 


n „ was again to be fraudulentiy 
drawn 


who received in coin, paid the treaſury in afipnats, 


ceſſary, particularly for the ſatisfaction of thoſe; who. 


f 

| 
x 
qi 
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drawn back by depteciated paper:' The minfſter, 
in this very natural diſtreſs, applied to the af 
ſembly, that they ſhould order the collectors to 
pay in ſpecie what in ſpecie they had received. It 
could not eſcape him, that if the treaſury paid 
3 per cent for the uſe of a currency, which ſhould” 
be returned ſeven per cent. worſe than the miniſ- 
ter iſſued it, ſuch a dealing could not very great- 
ly tend to enrich the public. The aſſembly took no 
notice of his recommendation. They were in this 
dilemma — If they continued to receive the aſſignats, 
caſn muſt become an alien to their treaſury: If 
the treaſury ſhould 'refuſe thoſe paper amulets, or 
ſhould"diſcountenance them in any degree, they 
muſt deſtroy the credit of their ſole reſource, They 
ſeem then to have made their option; and to have 
given ſome ſort of credit to their paper by taking it 
themſelves ;'at the ſame time in their ſpeeches they 
made a ſort of ſwaggering declaration, ſomething, 
I rather think, above legiſlative competence; that 
is, that there is no difference in value between 
metallic money and their aſſignats. This was a 
good ſtout proof article of faith, pronounced under 
an anathema, by the venerable fathers of this phi- 
loſophic ſynod. ' Credat who r not 
Judææus Apella. | 
A noble indignation riſes in the minds of your 

popular leaders, on hearing the magic lanthorn in 
their ſhew of finance compared to the fraudulent 
exhibitions of Mr. Law. They cannot bear to 
hear the ſands of his Miſſiſſippi compared with the 
rack of the church, on which they build their ſyſ- 
ten. Pray Prog ir: ſuppreſs this glorious ſpirit, 


until —— to the world What piece of ſolid 
3 ground 
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ground there is for their aſſignats, which they have | 
not pre · occupied by other charges. They do in- Y 
juſtice to that great, mother fraud, to compare it) | 
with their degenerate. imitation. It is not true, that N 
Law. built ſolely on a ſpeculation concerning the 
Miſſiſſippi. He added the Eaſt India trade; he 
added the African trade; he added the farms of all 
the farmed reyenue of France. All theſe together 
unqueſtionably could not ſupport the ſtructure which 
the public enthuſiaſm, not he, choſe to build upon 
theſe baſes. , But thele were, however, in campari-! 
ſon, generous deluſions. They ſuppoſed, and they 
aimed at an increaſe of the commerce of France. 
They opened to it the whole range of the two he- 
miſpheres. They. did not think of feeding France 1 
from its own ſubſtance. A grand imagination found? i 
in this flight of commerce ſomething to captivate. | 
It was wherewithal. to dazzle the eye of — f 
It was not made to entice the ſmell of a mole; nuz- 
zling and burying himſelf, in his, mother 2 
yours is. Men were not then quite ſnrunk from | 
their natural dimenſions: by a degrading and ſordid h 
philoſophy, and fitted for Jow. and \ vulgar; decep- 
tions. Above all remember, that in impoſing on 
the imagination, the then managers of the ſyſtem 
made a compliment to the freedom of men. In 
their fraud there was no mixture of force. This 
was reſerved to our time, to quench the little glim—- 
merings of reaſon which might break in 3 
ſolid darkneſs of this enlightened age. Neha 
On recollection, I have ſaid nothing of; 4 home: | 
of finance which may be urged in favour of the 
abilities of theſe gentlemen, and which has been 
ee with great pomp, though not yet finally 
. adopted 
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 Miopted'in the national aflembly, It comes with 
ſomething folid in aid of the credit of the paper 
' exrculation; and muci has been ſaid of its utility 
andyits elegance. I. mean the project for: coining 
into money the bells of the ſuppreſſed churches. 
This is their alchymy. There are ſome follies 
which baffie argument; which go beyond ridicule; 
and which excite no feeling in us but diſguſt ; and 
_ therefore I ſay no more upon it. 

It is as little worth remarleing any farther upon all 
their drawing and re-drawing, on their circulation ſor 
putting off the evil day, on the play between the trea- 
fury and the Caifſe d Eſcumpte, and on all theſe old ex- 
ptoded contrivances of inercantile fraud, now exalteti 
into policy ofſtate.. The revenue will not be trifled 

wich. The prattling about the rights of men will 
not be accepted in payment for a biſcuit or a pound 

of gunpowder. Here thenthe metaphyſicians deſcend 
rupts. But, defeated, baffled, diſgraced, when their 

 breark; their ſtrength, their inventions, their fancies 

| deſert them, their confidence ' ſtill maintains its 
* take credit for their -benevolence. When the re- 


ion, inſoine of their late proceedings, to value 


tbemſebnes on the relief given to the people. They 
did not relieve the people. If they entertained ſuch 
intentions: why did they order the obnoxious taxes 
to be paid t The pcople en themſelves in 
ſpite of the aſſembly g | 
-+Bur-waving all diſcuſſion on — parties, who- 
— the merit of this fallacious relief, has: 
anf. there 
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| there been, in effect, any relief to che people im any 
far ? Mr. Bailly, dne of the 
per circulation, - letꝭ you into tlie nature of tllis re- 
licf. His ſpeech to the National Aﬀenibly cn 
mined an high and 14boured panegyric 
inhabitants of Paris for the conſtancy and un- 


broken reſolution with which they have borne 


their diſtreſs and miſery. A fine picture of pub- 
lic felicity ! What! great courage and uncon- 

firmneſs of mind to endure benefits, and 
ſoſtain redreſs! One would think from the ſpeech 
of this learned Lord Mayor, that the 
for this twelvemonth paſt, had been ſuffering the 
ſtraits of fome dreadful blockade; that Henry the 
Fourth had been topping up the avanues to their 


- fopply; and Sully thundering with his ordnance 


"ke: gates ol Paris; When in reality they are 
beſieged by no other enemies than their own 
madneſs and folly, their own credulity and 
perverſeneſs. But Mr. Bailly will ſooner - thaw 
the eternal ice of his atlantic regions, than re- 
ſtore the central heat to Paris, whilſt it remains 
E ſmitten with the cold, dry, Menon bud 
a falſe and unfeeling philoſophy. . Some time after 
this ſpeech, that is, on the thirteenth of laſt Au- 
guſt, the fame magiſtrate, giving am;4&cvunt;of 
his government at the bar of 'the ſame aſſembly; 
expreſſes himſelf as follows: In the month 
* of July 1789,” [the period of everlaſting com- 
memoration] the finances of the- city of Paris 
c were yet" in good order; the expenditure was 
& coumerbalanced by the receipt, and ſhe had at 
chat time a million ¶ rey thouſand pounda ſter- 
„ 
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e conſtrained to ineur, /ub/equent io the revolutiun, 
amount to 2,590,000 hvres. From theſe ex- 
« pences, and the great falling off in the product 
« of the free gifts, not only a momentary but a 
<« total want of money has taken place.“ This is 
the Paris upon whoſe nouriſhment, in the courſe 
of the laſt year, ſuch immenſe ſums, drawn from 
the vitals of all France, has been expended. 
As long'as Paris ſtands in the place of antient 
Rome, ſo long ſhe will be maintained by the 
ſubje& provinces. It is an evil inevitably attendant 
on the dominion of ſovereign democratic republics. 
As it happened in Rome, it may ſurvive that repub- 
lican domination which gave riſe to it. In that caſe 
deſpotiſm itſelf muſt ſubmit to the vices of popu- 
larity. Rome, under her emperors, united the 
evils of both ſyſtems; and this unnatural combi- 
nation was one great cauſe of her ruin. 
Too tell the people that they are relieved by the 
dilapidation of their public eftate, is a cruel and 
infolent impoſition. Stateſmen, before they valued 
themſclves on the relief given to the people, by the 
deſtruction of their revenue, ought firſt to have 
carefully attended to the ſolution of this problem: 
Whether it: be more advantageous to the people to 
pay conſiderably, and to gain in proportion; ar to 
gain little or nothing, and to be diſburthened of 
all contribution? My mind is made up to decide 
in favour of the firſt propoſition; Experience is 
with me, and, I believe, the beſt opinions alſo. 
To keep a balance between the power of acquiſi- 
tion on the part of the ſubject, and the demands 
he is to anſwer on the part of the ſtate, is a 
WW 


tician. 


0 
tician. The means of acquiſition are prior in 
time and in arrangement. Good order is: the 
foundation, of all good things. To be enabled to | 
acquire, the people, without being ſervile, muſt be | 
tractable and obedient. The magiſtrate muſt have | 
his reverence, the laws their authority. The body 
of the people muſt not find the principles of 
natural ſubordination by art rooted out af their 
minds. They muſt reſpect that property of 
which they cannot partake. They muſt labour 
to obtain what by labour can be obtained; and 
when they find, as they commonly do, the ſuc- 
ceſs diſproportioned to the endeavour, they mult 
be taught their conſolation in the final propor- 
tions of eternal juſtice. Of this conſolation, who- 
ever deprives them, deadens their induſtry, and 
ſtrikes at the root of all acquiſition as of all con- 
ſervation. He that does this is the cruel oppreſſor, 
the mercileſs enemy of the poor and wretched at 
the ſame time that by his wicked ſpeculations heex- 
poſes the fruits of ſycceſsful induſtry, and the ac- 
cumulations of fortune, to the plunder of the neg- 

| ligent, the diſappointed, and the unproſperous. 
| Too many of the financiers by profeſſion are apt 
to ſee nothing in revenue, but banks, and circcula- 
tions, and annuities on lives, and tontines, and 
perpetual rents, and all the ſmall wares of the ſhop: 
In g ſettled order of the ſtate, theſe things are not 
to be. flighted, nor is the {kill in them to he held 
of trivial eſtimation. They are good, but then only 
good, when they aſſume the effects of that ſettled art 
der, and are built upon it. But when men think that 
theſe beggarly contrivances may ſupply; a reſource 
. the evils which reſult from breaking vp the 
foundations 
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foundations 8 order, and from cauſing or 


ſuffering the principles of property to be ſubverted, 


they will, in the ruin of their AP leave a me- 


lancholy and laſting monument of the effect af 
prepoſterous politics, and eee r. 
lighted, harrow-minded wiſdom. Das x 

The effects of the incapacity ſhewn by the 


in all the great membersof the common are 22 | 


be covered with the ** all-atoning name” of liberty... 
In ſome people I ſee great liberty indeedʒ in many, 
if not in the moſt, an oppreflive degrading ſervitude. 
But what is liberty without wiſdom, and without 
virtue ? It. is the greateſt of all poſſible. evils ; for 
it is folly, vice, and madneſs, withqut tuition. or 
reſtraint. Thoſe who know what virtuous liberty is, 
cannot bear to fee it difgraced by incapable, heads, 


on account of their having high-ſoundiag w ords in 


their. mouths. Grand, ſwelling ſentiments — liberty, 


$ 


I arn fure I do not deſpiſe. They warm the heart; 


they enlarge and liberaliſe our minds; they animate 
our courage in a time of conflict. Old as I am, 1 
read the fine raptures of Lutan and Corneille witk 


pleaſure. Neither do I wholly condemn the. little 


arts and devices of popularity. They facilitate the 


carrying of many points of moment; they keep the 


people together; they refreſh the mind in its exer- 


tions ; and they diffuſe occaſional gaiety over, 
ſevere brow of moral freedom. Every lian 
| ought to ſacrifice to the graces; and to.joinfFome - 
pliance with reaſon. But in ſuch an undertaking as 
that in France, all theſe ſubſidiary ſentiments and 
artifices are of little avail. To make a government 
requires no great prudence. Settle the ſeat of 


Mot reach obedience: and the work is done. 
4 To 
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Tv . len more eaſy!" n 
— —— guide; deny fecfllres to det ge m. 
rein. But to form u fer gobernmem that is to 


tenper together theſe oppoſite elements of liberty 


and reſtraint in one ebnſiſtent work, requires much 


| thought, deep reflection a ſugaeios, powerful, and. 


combitſitig mind. This I de not find in thoſe who 
take the fead' ini the national affernbly; Perhapa chey 
arent Hiſerabiy deficient as they appear. I ra- 
thet belle ve it? It would pot chem below the com- 
mon · level of human underſtaoding. But when che 
leaders chboſe co make chernſelves bidders at an 
auction of HopMlarity; their talens, in che conſtrur - 
tion of the eite wil Be of no ſervice.) They will - 
become flatterers inſtead of legiſlators the inſtru- 


ments, not the guides of che people. If any of them 


ſhould happen to prapbſe a ſcheme of liberty, 
_ Toberly limited, and defined with proper qualifica- 
tions, he will be immediately: outhid by his cm 
petitors, Who will. produce ſomething more ſplen- 
didly popular. Suſpicions will be; raiſed of his 
fidelity to his cauſe. Moderation will: betiſtigma - 
tized as the virtue of col. d; and c promiſe as 
the prudence of traĩtors 3 until, in hopes of pte · 


ſcrving the credit which ty enable him to temper 


and maderate on ſorne occaſians, the, populer.., 
leader is obliged to become active in propagating 
doctrines and eſtabliſhing powers, that willtaſterr 

wards deſeat any ſober rurpoſe * eee. | 


But am I. ſo cnreafonable as. to ſee nothing 


at all that deſerves commendation in the indefati - 
gable labours of this aſſembly ? I do not deny that 


among as infinite number of acts of violence and 
5 Aa d xy folly, 


mately might have aimed. 399 „De "x 1324% atis . 
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folly, ſome good may have been done. They cho 
deftroy every thing certainly will remove ſame 
grievance. They who.make every thing new, have 
a chance-that they may eſtabliſh ſomething / be- 
neficial.... To give chem credit for at they haue 
done in virtue of the authority they have uſurped, or 
which. can excuſe them in the · orimes by which that 
authority has been acquired, it muſt, appear, chat 
the ſame things could not have been accompliſhed 
without producing ſuch a revolution. Moſt aſ- 
ſuredly they might becauſe almoſt every one of the 
regulations made by them, which: is not very equi - 
vocal, was either in the ceſſion of the King, volun- 
tarily made at the meeting of the ſtates, or in the 
concurrent inſtructions to the orders. Some uſages 
have been aboliſbed on juſt grounds a but they were 
ſuch chat if they had ſtood as they were to all 
eternity, they would lietle detract from the happt- 
nels and proſperity of any ſtate. The improve- 
ments of bee! are PO one 


errors fundamental. f 


- Whatever they are, I — een acer 
to recommend to our neigbbours the example of 
the Britiſi conſtitution, than to take models from 
them for the improvement of our 'own.- In the 
former they have got an invaluable treaſure, - They 
are not, I think, without ſome cauſes of apprehen- 
ſion and complaint; but theſe they do not owe to 
their conſtitution but to their own: conduct. I 
think our happy ſituatiod owing to our conſtitution; 
but owing to the Whole of it, and not to any part 
fFaglys owingina great meaſure to what we have left 
Randing in our ſeveral reviews and reformations, as 
well as to what we have altered or ſuperadded. Our 
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people will find employment enough for a wide 
parriotic, free, and independent ſpirit, in gaaiding 
what. they poſſes; from violation. I would not 
changed, it ſhould be to preſerve: I ſhould be led 
to ty remedy by a great grievanee. In what I did, 
I ſhould” follow the example ef dur anceſtars. 
I would make the reparation as nearly as. poſible 
in the ſtyle of the building. A politic caution, 2 
guarded circumſpection, a moral rather than a com- 
plexional timidicy were among the ruling principles 
of our ſorefathers in their moſt decided conduct. 
Not being illuminated with the light of which the 
gentlemen of France tell us they have got ſo abun- 
dant a fhare, they acted under a ſtrong impreſſion 
of the ignorance and fallibility of mankiad. He 
that had made them thus fallible, rewarded them far 
having in their conduct attended to their nature. 
Let us imitate their caution, if we wiſh to deſerve 
their fortune, or to retain their bequeſts. Let. us 
add, if we pleaſe, but let us preſerve what they have 


lefe; and, ſtanding on the firm ground of the Btiriſh 


conſtitution, let vs be ſatisfied to admire rather 
than attempt to follow in . * the 
aFronauts of France. act, 

I have told you n my Sate I 
think they are not likely to alter yours. I do at 
know that they ought. Lou are young; you can- 
not guide, but muſt follow the fortune of your 
oountry. But hefeafter they may be of ſome uſe 
to you, in ſome future form which your common - 
wealth may take. In the preſent it can hardly re- 
main; but before its final ſettlement it may be 


wes. 6x . ſays, © through 
c 
great 
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. 007 great varieties of untried being,” and i in all its 


tranſmigrations to be purified by fire and blood. | 
I have little to recommend my opinions, but 


| long obſervation and much impartiality. They 


. come from one who has been no tool of power, no 


flatterer of greatneſs; and who in his laſt acts does 
nor wiſh to belye the tenour of his life. They 


come from one, almoſt the whole of hoſe public 
exertion has been a ſtruggle for the li of others; 5 


from one in whoſe breaſt no anger durable or vehe- ' 
ment has ever been kindled, but by what he conſi- 
dered as tyranny; and who ſnatches from his ſhare 
in the endeavours which are uſed by good men to 
diſcredit opulent oppreſſion, the hours he has em- 


ployed on your affairs; and who in ſo doing per- 


fuades himfelf he has not departed from his uſual 


office: they come from one wo deſires ho- 


nours, diſtinctions, and emoluments, but little; 
and who expects them not at all; who has no 
contempt far fame, and no fear of 'obloquy ; who. 
ſhuns contention, though he will hazard an opinion: 
from one who wiſhes to preſerve conſiſtency ; ; 


but who wauld preſerve conſiſtency by varying 
his means to ſecure the unity of his end; and, 


when the equipoiſe.of the veſſel in which he ſails, | 


may be endangered by overloading it upon one 
- fide, is deſirous of carrying the ſmall weight of his 


my to that which mag 


l ſerve its e F 
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te great varieties of untried being,” and i in all its 


tranſmigrations to be purified by fire and blood. 
I have little to recommend my opinions, but 


long obſervation and much impartiality. They 


come from one who has been no tool of power, no 
flatterer of greatneſs; and who in his laſt acts does 
not wiſh to belye the tenour of his life. Theß 


come from one, almoſt the whole of whoſe public 
_ exertion has been a ſtruggle for the liberty of others; 


from one in whoſe breaſt no anger durable or vehe- | 
ment has ever been kindled, but by what he conſi- 
dered as tyranny ; and who ſnatches from his ſhare 
in the endeavours which are uſed by good men to 
diſcredit opulent oppreſſion, the hours he has em- 
ployed on your affairs; and who in fo doing per- 
fuades himſelf he has not departed from his uſual 
office : they come from one who deſires ho- 
nours, diſtinctions, and emoluments, but little ; 
and who expects them not at all; who has no 
contempt for fame, and no fear of obloquy; who 
ſhuns contention, though he will hazard an opinion: 
from one who wiſhes to preſerve conſiſtency ; ; 
but who wauld preſerve conſiſtency by varying 
his means to ſecure the unity of his end; and, 
when the equipoiſe.of the veſſel in which he ſails, 
may be endangered by overloading it upon one 


- fide, is deſirous of carrying the ſmall weight of his 


reaſons to that which m 25 7 ſerve its equipoiſe. 
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